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Dear Aspirant 

In these times of digital distraction and information overload, it is easier to get lost in the content 

than find meaningful and relevant information. 

We at GURUJI’S KIRPA S.N.M. IAS Academy understand the demand of the exam and 

requirement of the aspirants and to fulfill the two we bring to you “HPAS current Affairs, 

2021”. This is a compendium of state relevant information for HPAS Exam and all other 

competitive exams. The book covers the current affairs and issues from every spheres of State 

Economy, Ecology, Governance reforms and Welfare initiatives. 

Look out for LINKING PIN feature in this book which connects the current affairs of the state 

with that of the National affairs and issues. 

For the ease of studying, each topic is systematically divided into subtopics and the format is 

absolutely Prelims oriented. 

The book includes important topics of interest from March 2020 to February 2021. However, the 

topics prior to these can be accessed from our website https://www.snmiasacademy.com/ and 

more content is uploaded on daily basis at https://www.snmiasacademy.com/has-current-

affairs/. You may stay updated by connecting to us online. 

To further ease of your burden and enrich your preparation, the summary for State Economic 

Survey (2020-2021) and State Economic Budget (2021-2022) will be released in the month of 

March. 
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I. ECONOMY SECTION 

FISCAL HEALTH & ECONOMIC REFORMS 

INCREASING DEBT BURDEN OF HIMACHAL STATE 

The Himachal Government will raise a loan of Rs 1,000 crore in two equal installments for undertaking 

development works in the state.  

 The Finance Department has decided to raise these loans with the last quarter of the financial year 

2020-21 coming to an end on March 31. 

 The Finance Departments has sought the consent of the Central Governmnet to raise the loans, as 

required under Article 293(3) of Indian Constitution. 

 The two installments of Rs 500 crore each are being taken for a period of 14 and 15 years from 

the open market. The Rs 1,000-crore loan will be received by February 17, 2021. 

 The mounting debt trap of r Rs 60,000 crore has been a cause of worry for the state government.  

 With little avenues of resource generation, Himachal remains dependent on loans for undertaking 

development works.  

 Most of the development works, be it in roads, health, education, housing and infrastructure are 

undertaken under various Centrally Sponsored Schemes. 

 With this loan of Rs 1,000 crore, the Himachal Government can now only raise a loan of Rs 600 

crore only for the current financial year ending on March 31, 2021.  

 The recommendations of the 15th Finance Commission will come into effect after March 2021. 

 The Rs 450-crore special interest free 50-year-loan to Himachal Pradesh given by the Union 

Finance Ministry in October 2020 came as a breather for the sagging economy which is already 

under a huge debt trap with little revenue generating avenues. 

 Himachal was amongst the top beneficiary states in the country in getting one of the highest 

allocations. 

ANNUAL DEVELOPMENT BUDGET PLAN 

Himachal Pradesh Planning Board has approved the Draft Annual Development Budget for the year 

2021-22. Chief Minister presided over the meeting. 

 The State Government has decided to do away with the old system of Plan and Non-Plan 

categorization for the Budget and has decided to start new system of Annual Development 

Budget instead of Annual Plan from the year 2021-22. 

 It will be now classified into Capital and Revenue expenditure only. 
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 Budget allocations under Tribal Area Development Programme, Scheduled Caste Development 

Programme, Aspirational Block Development Programme and Regional and Decentralized 

Development Programmes will be made in Demand Nos. 31, 32 and 15 respectively. 

 The State Government has made a provision of Rs. 9405.41 crore for the State Development 

Budget for the year 2021-22.  

Old Titles of Sub Plans New Mechanisms for Sub Plans Budget Allocation (2021-22) 

Rs Percentage 

General Plan General Development Programme 6096.70 crore 64.82 % 

Scheduled Caste Sub Plan Scheduled Caste Development 

Programme 

2369.22 crore 25.19 % 

Tribal Sub Plan Scheduled Tribe Development 

Programme 

846.49 crore 9 % 

Backward Area Sub Plan Backward Area Development 

Programme 

93 crore 0.99 % 

 

 Although the names have been changed there has been no decrease in the allocation for funds for 

the development of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Backward Areas. 

 As many as 251 projects worth Rs. 926.24 crore have been approved under NABARD under 

MLA priorities during the year 2020-21.  

 Out of this, Rs. 565.52 crore has been provided for roads and bridges whereas Rs. 360.72 crore 

have been provided for minor irrigation and drinking water schemes.  

CENTRAL ASSISTANCE:  

 The Central Government provided financial assistance of Rs. 7161 crore to the State Government 

during the pandemic in form of Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana, Atamnirbhar Bharat, 

during Lockdown. 

 About Rs 450 crore interest-free loans were provided by the Central Government. 

LINKING PIN  

STATE PLANNING BOARD: 

State Planning Board was reconstituted by nominating official and non-official members on 13th Feb., 

2018. 

I. Composition: 

(i) Chairman: Chief Minister 

(ii) Deputy Chairman: As appointed by the State Government. 

(iii) Non-official Members: 

1. All Cabinet Ministers. 

2. All MPs (Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha).  

3. One Representative each of Farmers, 

Industrialists Trade- SC, ST, OBC, Women. 
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4. Former MPs / MLAs and sitting MLAs.  

5. Ex-Chief Secretaries/ Retired Government Officers of key departments. 

(iv) Official Members: 

1. Chief Secretary. 

2. All Administrative Secretaries. 

3. All Vice-Chancellors of Universities in Himachal Pradesh. 

(v) Ex-officio Members: 

1. President, HP Committee, PHD Chamber of Commerce & Industries. 

2. Officer-in-Charge of Regional Office, NABARD, Himachal Pradesh. 

(vi) Member Secretary: Adviser (Planning). 

II. Headquarters of the Board: 

The Headquarters of the State Planning Board will be in Shimla. The Board may, however, meet 

at any other place as and when considered necessary. 

 

STATE BUSINESS REFORMS ACTION PLAN-2019 (BRAP-2019) 

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs has released the State rankings for the implementation 

of ‘Ease of Doing Business Reforms Action Plan’ for the year 2019 brought out by Department for 

Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and Industry.  

Andhra Pradesh has bagged the first rank among all the states in the country in the state business 

reforms action plan-2019 (BRAP-2019), representing ease of doing business for Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

About the Ranking 

 The Business Reform Action Plan 2019 released by the Centre contains a list of 80 reforms (187 

reform action points) to be implemented by 19 State departments.  

 Andhra Pradesh has achieved 100 percent compliance to the 187 reform action points by DPIIT-

World Bank as a part of BRAP 2019. 

 It is the annual ease of doing business index of states and UTs of India based on the completion 

percentage scores of action items points of annual Business Reforms Action Plan (BRAP) under 

the Make in India initiative. 

 This ranking is based on the implementation of the business reform action plan. 

 Some of the key focus areas are access to information and technology, the setting up of a single-

window system, construction permit enablers and land administration, according to DPIIT. 

 It based on the progress of states in completing annual reform action plan covering 8 key areas. 

The top ten states under the State Reform Action Plan 2019 are: 

1. Andhra Pradesh 
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2. Uttar Pradesh 

3. Telangana 

4. Madhya Pradesh 

5. Jharkhand 

6. Chhattisgarh 

7. Himachal Pradesh 

8. Rajasthan 

9. West Bengal 

10. Gujarat 

These states are position holders in their respective regions: 

o North India - Uttar Pradesh 

o South India- Andhra Pradesh 

o East India- West Bengal 

o West India- Madhya Pradesh 

o North East India- Assam 

o Union Territories- Delh 

Himachal Pradesh has registered a leap of nine positions by securing 7th position amongst all 

States/ Union Territories in the country from previous year ranking. 

The state was ranked 16th in the previous ranking. 

ECONOMIC REFORMS: This was possible due to reforms brought by the State Government such as: 

o Online approval for Section 118 cases. 

o Reforms in labour laws. 

o Strengthening the single window system. 

o Effective use of CM Helpline 1100. 

o Easy availability of land for potential entrepreneurs. 

 With this achievement Himachal can make its claim of getting the Bulk Drug Park for the State 

more strongly with Government of India. Himachal’s Baddi houses one of Asia’s biggest 

pharmaceutical hub. 

 Due to implementation of Ease of Doing Business in Himachal Pradesh, there was reduction of 

footfall in the Government Offices, besides making the system more transparent and saved the time 

and money of the Investors by making the entire system online right from application submission to 

downloading of the final approval. 
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 The state has undertaken various historic steps to facilitate entrepreneurs to invest here and make 

Himachal Pradesh a favourite destination for investment. 

 To attract investment into the state, the Himachal government had organised a Global Investors’ 

Meet in Dharamshala in November, 2019, following which investors had signed more than 700 

MoUs to the tune of nearly Rs 97,000 crore with the state government. As many as 240 of these 

MoUs worth Rs 13,656 crore were “grounded” within the next two months. 

HORTICULTURE SECTOR 

BOOSTING PLUM FARMING 

The Plum Growers Forum (PGF) and the University of Horticulture and Forestry, Nauni, have 

decided to work together to give a major thrust to plum cultivation in the state. 

An MoU was signed with the PGF to promote plum cultivation.  

o The PGF is a self-help group of more than plum 600 farmers. 

o Both will jointly work on plum varieties and rootstocks of global standards.  

o The PGF will start a bud wood bank at the university and the latter will carry out a scientific 

study of different varieties and rootstocks. 

o Besides, the university would also provide training to master trainers, who could then train other 

farmers. 

o The fruit has many advantages over traditionally grown apple and other fruits in the state.  

o Plum can be grown in almost all altitudes, anywhere from 2,000 feet to 8,000 feet. 

PROJECT READINESS FINANCING (PRF) 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India have signed a $10 million 

project readiness financing (PRF).  

OBJECTIVE: 

This agreement aims to help finance piloting activities, and design and capacity building for an ensuing 

project that aims to expand horticulture production and farm household income in the hill state of 

Himachal Pradesh. 

BENEFITS OF THE PROJECT: 

 The PRF project will support advance actions to achieve a high level of project readiness 

through detailed design activities, capacity building of state-level agencies, and creating an 

enabling environment for subtropical horticulture development in the state. 
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 The PRF project aims to ensure implementation readiness with prior testing of new production 

technologies and marketing systems so that the ensuing project is cost-effective and gets 

completed in a timely manner to enhance farm profitability. 

 The ensuing project, to be designed by the PRF, will support the development of subtropical 

horticulture, including cultivation of fruits and vegetables, in the state’s southern region which is 

currently lagging due to limited access to perennial water sources, crops losses due to wild animal 

encroachment and limited access to high-value markets. 

OPERATIONALIZATION OF THE PROJECT: 

 The pilot activities supported by the PRF project include establishment or rehabilitation of 16 

irrigation schemes for water extraction, distribution and storage; developing 17 

subtropical horticulture plots for ultra-high density production of selected fruits; fencing 

horticulture plots to protect crops from animal predation; and forming community 

horticulture production and marketing associations to build their capacities for business and 

marketing. 

 These pilot activities will then be scaled up under the ensuing project to be implemented in 7 

districts of Himachal Pradesh. The PRF also supports establishment of water user 

association (WUAs) on completed irrigation schemes and enhancing women’s participation. 

LINKING PIN 

ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB) 

 ADB is committed to achieving a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the 

Pacific, while sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty.  

 Established in 1966, it is owned by 68 members—49 from the region. 

 It is a regional development bank. 

 Established on: 19 December 1966. 

 Headquarter: Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, Philippines. 

 The bank promotes social and economic development in Asia. 

 It is modelled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting system where votes 

are distributed in proportion with members’ capital subscriptions.   

 As of 31 December 2018, Japan and the United States each holds the largest proportion of shares 

at 15.571%.  

 China holds 6.429%, India holds 6.317%, and Australia holds 5.773%. 
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SHIVA PILOT PROJECT 

Himachal state government is set to launch the Himachal Pradesh SHIVA Pilot Project worth Rs 100 

crore that will connect 500 families with horticulture in four districts.  

The main project, is subjected to the success of the pilot project, will start the in 2021 with the 

involvement of 25,000 families in the first phase and a budget of Rs 1,000 crore.  

PRIORITY AREAS: 

The priority will be given to the areas where production of fruit did not take place. The areas where 

farmers have stopped farming due to wild animals will also be given preference under the project. For 

their economic uplift, these people would be associated with horticultural activities.  

AIM: 

The main objective of the project is to develop Himachal Pradesh as a fruit state and strengthen the 

economy of its people. Under the pilot project, the Horticulture Department has set its sights on 

planting 2.50 lakh saplings of fruits such as orange, litchi, pomegranate, guava and a few others in July 

and August.  

FUNDING AGENCY: 

The project, funded by the Asian Development Bank, will be implemented in four districts — 

Bilaspur, Mandi, Kangra and Hamirpur — in 170 hectares.  

STATE GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES IN HORTICULTURE FIELD:  

 The government had taken several steps in the interest of the horticulturists, including providing 

anti-hail nets for protecting crops.  

 The other initiatives include providing 46,265 beehive boxes for pollination in apple orchards, 

about 225 metric tonnes of insecticide at subsidised rates for the protection of crop, training to 

horticulturists and special training for packaging of apple, cherry and stone fruit.  

 About 3.5 crore boxes are made available for packaging of fruits.  

NEW MOMENTUM FOR SHIVA PROJECT 

The SHIVA project, which is being run by the Asian Development Bank in Himachal Pradesh, is now 

going to get more momentum.  

The ADB has now allowed the creation of clusters of 4,000 hectares of land, on which this project can 

be run. 

Earlier only 17 clusters were approved by the ADB and the condition was laid down. If this project 

works well in these 17 clusters, it will be allowed to proceed. The excellent work in these clusters 

satisfied the ADB officials and allowed the project to be run at a faster pace in the state. 

Best quality plants to be explored: 
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Now clusters of 4,000 hectares of land will be built in which citric fruits can be produced like guava, 

kiwi, pomegranate, mango and oranges etc. For this, teams have gone to the country and abroad to 

explore the best quality plants to further promote horticulture in the state. 

SHIVA PROJECT: AN EFFECTIVE INITIATIVE 

The SHIVA project is a very effective initiative of the government. Under the project, about Rs. 6,500 

crore is being spent in 17 clusters in sections with the state. Climate compatibility for fruits in these 

areas is being developed as per the demand of farmers. The government is helping in every way. The 

project is also effective in a permanent solution to the problem of unemployment. The entire expenditure 

is incurred under the service project. 

The cost of the plant in the cluster is also the responsibility of the Government to provide the products to 

the market and the pit, manure, dung, water management, drip irrigation and the plant for planting. 

 This is a very golden opportunity for farmers to become self-reliant because the entire expenditure under 

this project is borne by the State Government. 

With irrigation, the project will bring a new revolution in the state by planting better high density 

varieties of fruit bearing plants. 

SCOPE OF THE PROJECT  

 Under the project, 4000 hectares of land has been identified in 345 clusters of 7 districts of 

Sirmaur, Solan, Una, Bilaspur, Hamirpur, Kangra and Mandi in the state. They will be 

developed for better indigenous and exotic varieties. 

 So far, these areas were not being horticulture on scientific grounds and there are a handful of 

families who are doing horticulture. Clusters will now be created and many families will be able 

to work together. 

 At present 8 metric tonnes of apples and other fruits are produced. The state government 

has set a target of increasing it to 40 metric tonnes.  

 Therefore, 250 to 300 plants can be planted in one hectare. While the number of plants under the 

clonal root stock can be increased to 26 plants in one hectare.  

 This process is now being introduced with apples for mango, litchi, guava and oranges etc.  

SIRMAUR’S GARLIC IDENTIFIED UNDER ‘1 DISTRICT, 1 PRODUCT 

SCHEME’ 

 Sirmaur’s garlic crop has been identified under the Centrally sponsored ‘One District, One 

Product’ scheme to promote micro small and medium sector enterprises (MSMEs). 

 There is the maximum production of garlic in Sangrah and Paonta Sahib blocks, although it is 

grown in other areas also. 
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Year Garlic Production Area  Production (MT) 

2017-18 1960 hectare 30,020 

2018-19 2020 hectare 30,939 

2019-20. 3734 hectare 57,205 

 

 Nearly 17 bighas, owned by the Horticulture Department, have been identified near Dadahu 

where garlic processing units can be established. The area can emerge as a processing hub for the 

district and entrepreneurs, who can invest for garlic processing plants. 

 

Year Ginger Production Area  Production (MT) 

2017-18 1,415 hectare 16,500 

2018-19 1,450 hectare 17,695 

2019-20. 1,500 hectare 16,650 

 

 The District administration is now working on constituting farmer producer organisations that 

could help secure loans under National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) 

to further boost the production of these cash crops.  

 Experts will be hired from the Dr YS Parmar University of Horticulture and Forestry, Nauni, 

to guide farmers for cultivating key varieties of these crops under technical guidance. 

 Given the potential of both crops garlic and ginger, several youths who came back to the district 

following the pandemic had also initiated the cultivation of ginger and garlic in the Renuka Ji 

block. 

LINKING PIN 

ONE PRODUCT, ONE DISTRICT SCHEME 

The government has launched One District One Product Scheme (ODOP) to promote MSMEs in India 

and to encourage and revive aboriginals’ arts and craft products. 

Aim 

The programme aims to encourage more visibility and sale of indigenous and specialized products/crafts 

of the states, generating employment at the district level. 

Objectives 

• Preservation and development of local crafts/skills and promotion of the art. 

• Increase in the incomes and local employment (resulting in a decline in migration for employment). 

• Improvement in product quality and skill development. 

• Transforming the products in an artistic way (through packaging, branding). 

• To connect the production with tourism (Live demo and sales outlet – gifts and souvenir). 

• To resolve the issues of economic difference and regional imbalance. 

• To take the concept of ODOP to national and international level after successful implementation at the 

State level. 
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Under the ODOP programme, artisans, production units and associations which are related to the 

selected products are promoted by lending loan, establishing Common Facility Centers, providing 

marketing assistance so these products can be popularized and employment can be generated at the 

district level. 

Sub-schemes under the ODOP are: 

o Common Facility Centre Scheme 

o Marketing Development Assistance Scheme 

o Finance Assistance Scheme (Margin Money Scheme) 

o Skill Development Scheme 

NABARD: 

NABARD is a development bank focussing primarily on the rural sector of the country. It is the apex 

banking institution to provide finance for Agriculture and rural development. Its headquarter is located in 

Mumbai, the country’s financial capital. 

It is responsible for the development of the small industries, cottage industries, and any other such village 

or rural projects. 

It is a statutory body established in 1982 under Parliamentary act-National Bank for Agriculture and 

Rural Development Act, 1981. 

Amendment in Act enabled Union Government to increase the authorized capital of NABARD from Rs. 

5,000 crore to Rs. 30,000 crore. 

 

VIRTUAL MUSHROOM FAIR 

Commemorating the 24th year of declaration of Solan as the Mushroom City of India, the Indian 

Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) -Directorate of Mushroom Research (DMR) organised a 

virtual national mushroom fair. 

 The directorate has contributed in increasing the mushroom production from a mere 40,000 MT 

in 1994 to 2,10,000 MT by 2019. 

 There is the need for quality spawn production and domestication of new edible mushroom to 

enrich its diversity. 

 There is also the need for export, value-added products, diversification and introduction of new 

varieties of edible mushroom. 

 On this occasion, six farmers —from Tamil Nadu, from Chhattisgarh, Jagdish Chand and 

Naresh Singh Mankotia from Himachal Pradesh, from Odisha and from Manipur — were 

honoured for adopting innovative technologies and contribution made in the mushroom 

production. 

MUSHROOM MELA 

 The mushroom mela was started in the year 1997. 
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 It was started on experimental level but now it has been recognized by the mushroom farming 

community.  On seeing the response of farmers / mushroom growers, the ICAR-DMR has 

considered it as a regular extension activity and it has taken shape of national mushroom mela as 

it is being attended by the participants across the country. 

 ICAR-DMR, Solan organises Mushroom Mela on 10th September, every year, the day on 

which Solan was declared as “Mushroom City of India”. It is first of its kind in India and 

gaining popularity day by day. Every year a large number of farmers, mushroom growers, 

mushrooms industry people and extension workers participate in this event. 

 The sale of mushroom spawn / culture, horticultural and agricultural implements, horticultural 

products, technical literature, improved seeds of vegetables etc. is the other added attractions of 

this Mela. Although this Mela is primarily on Mushrooms, Institutions and Departments related to 

agriculture, horticulture, finance and some reputed NGOs also exhibit their technologies and 

provide on-the-spot information,consultancy, etc. A demonstration on latest innovations / 

technologies developed is also depicted to the farmers. 

 For the benefit of the participants, Kisan Goshthi was also organised in which farmers, 

mushroom growers, marketing personnel and extension workers visiting the Mela participated 

and interacted face to face with the scientists and experts of the ICAR-DMR and other 

organisations, on various mushroom related problems and issues.  

 This Mushroom Mela provides an opportunity to the farmers and mushroom growers to seek ‘on 

the spot’ solutions to their mushroom related problems. 

LINKING PIN 

ICAR-DIRECTORATE OF MUSHROOM RESEARCH (DMR) 

ICAR-Directorate of Mushroom Research is located in Solan city of Himachal Pradesh, endeared as the 

gateway of Himachal Pradesh. 

The National Centre for Mushroom Research and Training (NCMRT) came into existence at Solan (later 

renamed as National Research Centre for Mushroom) in 1983 during the VIth Five Year Plan under the 

auspices of Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR, New Delhi) along with an All India 

Coordinated Mushroom Improvement Project (AICMIP) at six Centres at various Agricultural 

Universities in five States with its headquarter at Solan.  

 The Centre was formerly inaugurated on 21st June, 1987 and was upgraded to Directorate of Mushroom 

Research (DMR) on 26th December, 2008. 
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HYDROPOWER SECTOR 

HYDROPOWER PROJECTS OF 520 MW IN HIMACHAL PRADESH 

State-owned power giant NTPC  has signed a pact with the Himachal Pradesh government to set up two 

hydropower projects totalling 520 megawatts (MW) in the state.  

 The memorandum of understanding was signed by Himachal Pradesh Principal Secretary 

(Energy) and NTPC Director (Commercial) in the presence of Chief Minister. 

 Seli and Miyar hydroelectric projects are located in Chenab Basin at the state's Lahaul and 

Spiti district. 

 While Seli plant (400 MW) is a run-of-the-river project with pondage scheme, Miyar plant (120 

MW) is a run-of-the-river project without pondage scheme, on Miyar tributary of Chenab River. 

 NTPC already has its first hydropower project, Koldam Hydro Power Station, in Himachal 

Pradesh with an installed capacity of 800 MW. The power station has been commercially 

operational since July 2015 and provides 28 per cent power to the state. 

3 HYDROELECTRIC PROJECTS IN CHENAB BASIN  

State-owned power producer SJVN Ltd has been awarded three hydroelectric power projects totaling 501 

megawatts (MW) by the Himachal Pradesh government. 

 The three projects are to be developed in the Chenab river basin in Himachal Pradesh. 

 The Cabinet meeting chaired by Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister has allocated 104 MW Tandi, 

130 MW Rashil and 267 MW Sach Khas Hydro Electric Projects on the Chenab Basin to SJVN. 

 With the latest allocation, the company said it now has six projects with a total capacity of 

1,279 MW in the basin. 

 The firm is already developing 430-MW ReoliDugli, 210 MW Purthi and 138 MW Bardang 

hydroelectric projects in Chenab basin. 

 SJVN Ltd is a joint venture of the Government of India and the Government of Himachal 

Pradesh. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockpricequote/power-generation-distribution/ntpc/NTP
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LUHRI HYDROPOWER PROJECT 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved funding to the tune of  Rs 

1,810.56 crore for the 210 megawatt (MW) Luhri hydropower project on the Satluj river in 

Himachal Pradesh. 

 The CCEA, chaired by Prime Minister approved the investment for the project that is located 

in Shimla and Kullu districts. The project will take 62 months to be completed and will generate 

758.20 million units of electricity a year. 

 The project will be implemented by the Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam Limited on the “Build-Own-

Operate-Maintain” model and would be supported by the Central and State governments. 

 Government of India is also supporting this project by providing grants of Rs 66.19 crore for 

enabling infrastructure which has helped in reducing power tariff. 

 The clean energy produced by the project will lead to a reduction of 6.1 lakh tonnes of carbon 

dioxide annually. The construction will lead to jobs for around 2,000 people and free electricity 

worth Rs 1,140 crore for Himachal during the 40-year life cycle of the project. 

 The project-affected families will be provided with 100 units of free electricity per month for 10 

years. 

HOTEL & TOURISM SECTOR 

NEW TOURISM POLICY, 2019 

To give a new direction to tourism in the hill State, the Himachal government has approved the draft of 

Himachal Pradesh Tourism Policy, 2019 aimed at holistic development of tourism. 

FOCUS AREAS: 

In this policy, special focus would be on:  

o Ecotourism. 

o Agro organic tourism. 

o Snow tourism. 

o Lake tourism. 

o Adventure tourism.  

o Pilgrimage tourism.  

o Cultural and heritage tourism.  

o Health and wellness tourism. 

o Film tourism.  

o MICE tourism (Meeting Travel, Incentive Travel, Conference Travel and Exhibition Travel). 
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The main objective of this policy is: 

 To promote tourism diversification through theme based development.  

 To safeguard state’s tourism destinations through sustainable interventions.  

 To ensure that sustainable tourism primarily benefits host communities.  

 To build capacity and develop quality human resource for the tourism industry.  

 To provide safe, secure and unique ‘Tourism for All’ and to create enabling environment for 

investments for sustainable tourism. 

Himachal state government has also approved ‘Capital Investment Subsidy’ for tourism projects in 

under developed areas of the State and grant for access of roads and water supply to tourism units. 

 

ECO TOURISM 

 Himachal State Government has identified 113 sites to be developed to make the state an eco-

tourism destination, besides developing nature parks and herbal gardens. 

 Out of these sites, 5 sites have been given on Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode, 16 to the 

State Forest Department and 47 to Himachal the State Forest Corporation for starting eco-tourism 

activities at these sites. 

 25 new destinations would be developed by constructing log huts for stay of tourists in the lap of 

nature. 

 Three eco-tourism hubs would be developed. 10 places would be developed from adventure 

tourism point of view with the close coordination of Eco Tourism Society, Tourism 

Department and Mountaineering Institute, Manali. 

 31 eco-tourism circuits have been prepared and would be sent for approval to the Centre. 

 Eco-tourism activities not only associate people with the nature but it can also prove a major 

employment and self-employment generator for the youth of the state. Nature parks and herbal 

gardens were being developed in the state. 

 50 Forest Rest Houses have been used to start eco-tourism activities in the state. Efforts would be 

made to link eco-tourism with the rural life, culture and traditions. 

 This would not only give boost to the unexplored and virgin tourist destinations of the state, but 

also help in increasing economic activities in the rural areas of Himachal. 

 Himachal Pradesh has immense potential to emerge as the best tourist destination of the world. 
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SHIV DHAM  

A Shiv Dham would be developed in Mandi town under the ADB (Asian Development Bank) project 

which would make Mandi a tourist destination. 

 The proposed Shiv Dham would be developed at Kangnidhar near Mandi. 

 Himachal has immense potential for tourism development, but it was being felt that the existing 

tourist destinations of the state are becoming overcrowded. 

 The State Government has decided to develop lesser known tourist destination from tourism point 

of view.  

 A world class heliport is coming up at Kangnidhar and the efforts would also be made to 

construct an artificial lake along Beas in the town after consultation with the experts. 

 A big multi-storey parking would be developed in Mandi town to facilitate the tourists and locals. 

 Efforts would also be made to decongest the Mandi town.  

 A modern auditorium would also be constructed in the Mandi town to facilitate the people of the 

area. 

PROMOTION OF WATER TOURISM  

 Two jetties and a common facility will be constructed at Tattapani and Kasol village with an 

estimated cost of Rs 2.02 crore to develop the proposed water transport facilities between 

Tattapani and Salappar. 

 The draft agreement from the National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) for signing an 

MoU for the use of land for construction of jetties had been received. 

 E-tender for consultancy services had been invited to prepare Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) 

and tender document for feasible locations in Kol Dam, Bhakra Dam, Chamera Dam and Pong 

Dam reservoirs. 

 10 routes had been notified in Kol Dam. These are Ahan to Kol, Kyan to Sui via Bio, Sui to Neri-

Roparu via Bio, Neri-Roprau to Karla-Beral, Doghri to Karla-Beral, Kyan to Jartu, Shakra to 

Kyan, Chaba to Saraur, Tattapani to Kayari (Chilla) and Kayan to Karla with stoppage Ahan, 

Jartu, Sui, Mehandla and Neri Ropru. 

 107 inland water transport routes had been identified in the Govind Sagar reservoir and 170 

permits had been granted. The Bilaspur to Bhakra route was the longest of about 60 km and 

people had to pay a nominal fare of Rs 80 for this. 
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LINKING PIN 

NATIONAL THERMAL POWER CORPORATION (NTPC) 

NTPC Ltd. is a central Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) under the Ministry of Power, located in New 

Delhi. 

It became a Maharatna company in May 2010. It is India’s largest energy conglomerate with roots 

planted way back in 1975 to accelerate power development in India. 

Its aim is to provide reliable power and related solutions in an economical, efficient and environment-

friendly manner, driven by innovation and agility. 

INDIA'S SECOND LONGEST SNOW FESTIVAL  

After Bastar Dussehra, the country's longest festival began in Lahaul-Spiti district.  

 The Lahaul and Spiti administration is organising a snow festival to promote the culture and 

sports of the district. The festival commenced on the Statehood Day of the state on January 25. 

 Bastar Dussehra lasts for 75 days in Bastar in Chhattisgarh which is the longest festival in the 

world.  

 The Snow Festival will provide a platform to the traditional festivals celebrated in the tribal 

district.  

 The Snow Festival will promote Lahauli cuisine with extinct tribal costumes, handicrafts, folk 

dances, folk music. 

 Through this, tourists will be able to get a glimpse of the unique and wonderful festivals of 

Lahaul-Spiti.  

 The Snow Festival will continue for about two months. 

 The snow festival is being celebrated for the first time in the Lahaul valley.  

 Technical Education Minister inaugurated this festival in Keylong. Only traditional dishes were 

served on the first day. The minister also inaugurated the first igloo of Lahaul to be built in 

Queering. 

 The festival is being celebrated in every valley and village. The villagers are organising festivities 

according to their own culture. Major festivals of the Lahaul valley are celebrated in winter and 

the ways of celebrating them is different everywhere. 

 Every year, people of the valley organise various festivals in winter but this year, the Lahaul & 

Spiti administration is going to bring all these festivals on a single platform.  
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WORLD’S HIGHEST BUNGEE JUMPING SITE IN MANALI  

World’s highest bungee jumping site, at an altitude of about 10,500ft, will come up at steep but 

beautiful gorge near Marhi in Manali soon. 

 This is part of the government’s effort to give its adventure activities superlative tags — 

longest, tallest or located at the highest altitude in the world — in order to attract more 

tourists.  

 Recently, a 350m-long sky-cycling track was opened at Gulaba, which is the highest such 

track of the world at an altitude of 9,300ft. 

 As the site for bungee jumping has been finalized, the work on the project will start in the 

near future. Manali-based Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Mountaineering and Allied 

Sports (ABVIMAS) will supervise the construction work. 

 The jumping platform will be 182m (596ft) high from the ground, which is highest in Asia. 

No country in the world has bungee jumping site at this altitude. 

 Four 32mm metal cables will be fitted across the gorge and a motorized cage will take the 

jumper to the jumping site. The project is based on a latest technique that only New Zealand 

and the USA use till now. 

 The purpose of setting up longest or highest adventure activities in the world is to make them 

extreme and adventurous. 

 This will be the first and the only bungee jumping site of Himachal and the second one 

in North India. 

LINKING PIN  

ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE INSTITUTE OF MOUNTAINEERING AND ALLIED SPORTS: 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Mountaineering and Allied Sports (ABVIMAS) is an Indian institute, 

which provides specialized training in skiing, mountain rescue and mountaineering, founded in 1961. 

The institute is located in Manali, Himachal Pradesh. In 2017, the institute formed a MoU with Swarnim 

Gujarat Sports University for collaborative training. 

In 1961, it was set up as the Western Himalayan Mountaineering Institute, but later it was renamed in 

2008 after former PM of India, Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 
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NATIONAL PARAGLIDING INSTITUTE  

Decks have been cleared for National Institute of Paragliding at Bir-Billing in Baijnath area of 

Kangra district.  

 The Centre has approved Rs 8 crore for setting up a National Paragliding School at Bir-Billing 

under the Himalayan Circuit of Swadesh Darshan Scheme of the Union Ministry of Tourism. 

 The Department of Tourism is constructing a paragliding centre at Bir in Kangra district for 

which site has been identified and work has been started. 

 It would start a new chapter in the adventure sport of paragliding in the state. 

 The institute will have international standard training facilities for domestic and foreign pilots. 

 The idea to set up the school was envisaged by the previous government in 2015 during Bir 

Billing Paragliding World Cup. It was also first such event to be held in India. 

LINKING PIN 

SWADESH DARSHAN SCHEME: 

 The scheme was launched by the Union Tourism Ministry in 2015 with the objective to develop 

theme-based tourist circuits in India. 

 These tourist circuits will be developed on the principles of high tourist value, competitiveness 

and sustainability in an integrated manner. 

  It is a Central Sector Scheme (which means 100% sponsored by the GOI). 

  Under the Scheme 15 circuits have been identified for development namely: 

o Himalayan Circuit, North East Circuit, Krishna Circuit, Buddhist Circuit and Coastal 

Circuit, Desert Circuit, Tribal Circuit, Eco Circuit, Wildlife Circuit, Rural Circuit, 

Spiritual Circuit, Ramayana Circuit, Heritage Circuit, Tirthankar Circuit and Sufi 

Circuit. 

 

NEW PARAGLIDING SITE IN SIRMAUR 

With successful trial of paragliding at Baryalta near Haripurdhar in Sirmaur district by pilots from 

Bir Billing, hope of developing it into an adventure sports destination have been kindled. 

 Mela Ram Sharma, who retired as a deputy director from the State Public Relations 

Department and is coming up with a resort at Baryalta, initiated these trials. 

 The pilots studied the air direction in the area and found the highest peak of Baryalta apt for 

paragliding, given the air pressure and direction. 

 The pilots decided to conduct a paragliding trial at the site. They also examined a site on the 

Sunderghat-Charna link road for landing and found a spot of flat land at Lajwa apt given the 

air pressure there. 
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 The successful trial has raised hope of adventure sports picking up in the area which offers a 

huge scope. 

 The possibility of developing a new site for paragliding near Rajgarh at Ser Jagas under the 

state government’s Nai Raahein Nai Manzilien Scheme was proposed to be explored. A 

sum of Rs 2 crore was set aside for the purpose in 2019 but any effort was yet to see the light 

of the day. 

LINKING PIN 

NAI RAAHEIN NAI MANZILIEN SCHEME 

Under this scheme, work is being done to beautify untapped areas of the state in terms of tourism. The 

state government incorporated “Nai raahein Nayi Manzlilein scheme in the financial budget 2018-19. 

The Himachal government has made a provision of Rs 50 crore for this scheme. In the first phase, Bir 

Billing in, District Kangra, Chanshal in district Shimla and Janjehli area of District Mandi are being 

developed from tourism point of view. 

 

TOURISM BOOST FOR BIR BILLING 

Himachal state government is going to spend Rs 6.5 crore to further develop tourism in the world famous 

Bir Billing Valley for paragliding.  

 The work of laying rubber tiles will be started soon in the takeoff site.  

 The Department of Tourism and Department of Forest will spend 6.5 crore rupees in the Bir 

Billing Valley under the new direction in the government's plan.  

 The tourism will spend Rs 4 crore and Rs 2.5 crore will be spent by forest department.  

 Rubber tiles will be laid in the take-off site of billing so that it does not make the paraglider pilot 

difficult to fly. 

 Bir Billing Valley is famous for paragliding all over the world. It is being developed 

internationally and more. For this, rubber mats will be laid in 600 square meters in the takeoff site 

so that the pilot can fly easily. 

LINKING PIN  

Bir Billing 

 Bir is a village located in the west of Joginder Nagar Valley in the state of Himachal Pradesh in 

northern India. 

 Mostly referred as “Paragliding Capital of India”, Bir is also a noted centre for ecotourism, 

spiritual studies and meditation. 

 Bir is also home to a Tibetan refugee settlement with several Buddhist monasteries and a large 

stupa.  

 While Billing is the takeoff site for paragliding and Bir village is for landing; collectively it is 

known “Bir Billing”. 
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PARAGLIDING SITE IN CHAMBA DISTRICT 

To attract tourists from Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) Union Territory, Himachal Pradesh (HP) 

government has introduced adventure sports activities and has notified a paragliding site at 

Nainikhad, about 14 and 36 kilometers from Punjab and Jammu & Kashmir border respectively. 

 In past there had been an illegal practice of paragliding in Chamba but now the government had 

notified three sites which would attract tourists from all over India besides the adventure sport 

would also help strengthen the rural economies of the area. 

 Rs 15 crore project of widening of Chamba to Khajiar road had also been launched which would 

help promote adventure sports in the area. 

 The Nainikhad paragliding site was the third in the Chamba district as earlier two notified 

paragliding sites exist in Khajiar. 

 Earlier, the nearest paragliding site from Punjab was in Bir Billing in Kangra district which 

also borders Pathankot district of Punjab. 

 A technical committee of Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Mountaineering and Allied 

Sports, Manali, and concerned officials of Chamba administration had inspected the paragliding 

site at Nanikhad. 

 The paragliding activities had given jobs to a large number of local youth. There were as many as 

one hundred pilots besides helpers and taxi operators whose bread and butter depends on 

paragliding. 

INDIA’S FIRST INDOOR SKI PARK 

The Himachal state government signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Nagsons 

Developers to develop India’s first indoor ski park at Kufri in the suburbs of Shimla district. 

The Chief Minister assured the promoter of the project that the government would extend all possible 

support in developing the ski park. The government was serious about making Himachal Pradesh one the 

best tourist destinations in the country by providing world class amenities. 

BENEFITS:  

 The project would boost tourism and adventure sports in Kufri round the year and also 

generate economic activities in Shimla and adjoining areas, besides encouraging tourists to 

increase their stay. 

 The project would generate employment avenues for about 1,000 persons. Out of these, 75 per 

cent beneficiaries will be from Himachal. 

COST: The total cost of the project to come up on 5.04 acres is Rs 250 crore. 
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COMPONENTS:   

o An indoor ski park 

o A palatial mall  

o Five star hotel  

o Amusement park  

o Gaming zone  

o A food court  

o Shopping arcade and other amenities. 

o A parking facility for more than 1,000 vehicles. 

AGENCIES INVOLVED: Infinity Design Studio, Mumbai, had designed the project and Unlimited 

Snow, Netherlands makers of Ski Dubai and Ski Egypt, would execute it.  

The work on the project is expected to start in March, 2021 and the park is expected to become functional 

by April 2022. 

The theme of the park is snow village. Steel structures will be used which will escalate the cost by Rs 

20 crore but reduce the construction time by two or three years as executing works during the peak winter 

season is a daunting task in an area like Kufri, where mercury hovers around the freezing point. 

The construction would be a fusion of contemporary and local style and the idea is to reestablish Kufri as 

a 365-day ski destination. 

LINKING PIN: 

Skiing was a major winter attraction of Shimla and Kufri slopes covered under thick blanket of snow. The 

last ski carnival was held at Kufri in February 1968 but over the years, the snowline started shifting 

upwards and barring few sessions in 1991 and 1982, skiing became a thing of past in Kufri. 

AGRICULTURE SECTOR 

HIM GAURI 

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister launched Him Gauri, the fortified cow milk brand by state-run 

cooperative Milkfed in collaboration with TINI-Tata Trusts and the National Dairy Development 

Board. The milk will be sourced from indegenous hill cows. 

 The fortified milk with Vitamin A and D is widely used to help people getting nutrients that may 

otherwise be lacking in normal diet.  

 The fortified milk contains extra vitamins and minerals that are not naturally found in milk in 

sufficient amounts. 

 Milkfed collects 1.40 lakh litres daily from farmers in rural areas of the state.  

 Two new milk processing plants would start functioning in Duttnagar in Shimla district and in 

Mandi district by 2020 under centrally sponsored project, which will double the potential of the 

milk plants. 
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 Milkfed is daily providing 14,000 litre milk to armed forces.150 lakhs litre of milk is being 

fortified in the country daily.  

HIMACHAL STATE LEADS IN PRODUCTION OF WILD MARIGOLD 

ESSENTIAL OIL 

In these tough times for agriculture in Northern belt on account of non-remunerative returns and 

increasing incidences of crop loss owing to wild animals, Himachal Pradesh is flexing its flower power. 

 It has become the largest producer of high quality wild marigold essential oil (4 tonnes per 

annum) in the country to meet the demand of perfume, flavouring, and condiment 

industries. 

 The CSIR-Institute of Himalayan Bioresource Technology (IHBT), Palampur in the 

Himalayan State  is doing its bit in this regard by helping and training farmers introduce high 

value aromatic crops such as wild marigold, damask rose, lavender, rosemary, lemongrass and 

mushkbala under CSIR Aroma Mission. 

 To promote cultivation of these aromatic crops among the farmers, a complete package of agro 

and processing technologies has been developed and executed in the farmers’ fields to help them 

realize the profits.  

 In fact, in the last two years, CSIR-IHBT has brought more than 500 hectares  area under these 

crops. Cultivation of wild marigold has resulted in the production of 7.6 tonnes of essential oil in 

Himachal Pradesh alone with revenue generation of Rs. 5.56 crores benefitting 861 farmers. 

Different small societies of progressive farmers have been formed in different states by CSIR-

IHBT.  

 Nineteen processing units have been set up for these societies to empower the farmers for 

production of essential oils. 

 Aromatic crops are widely cultivated around the world due to its high-revenue earning essential 

oil which is utilized in agrochemical, food, flavoring, perfumery and pharmaceutical 

industry like wound healing and treatment of eczema, diaper rash, psoriasis and for skin 

ointment.  

 Increasing demand of natural personal care products and aromatic cleansing agents is also 

favouring the essential oil market. 

 The global essential oils market demand was 226.9 thousand tons in 2018 and projected to 

expand at a CAGR of 8.6% from 2019 to 2025.   
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 To promote cultivation of these aromatic crops among the farmers, a complete package of agro 

and processing technologies has been developed and executed in the farmers’ fields to help them 

realize the profits. 

LINKING PIN  

CSIR-IHBT (COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH- INSTITUTE OF 

HIMALAYAN BIORESOURCE TECHNOLOGY) 

C.S.I.R - Institute of Himalayan Bioresource Technology or CSIR-IHBT established in 1983 is located in 

Palampur, Kangra district. Situated among pristine environ in the lap of Dhauladhar ranges, CSIR-IHBT 

is the only laboratory of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research in the State of Himachal 

Pradesh (H.P.), India. Institute has a focused research mandate on bioresources for catalysizing 

bioeconomy in a sustainable manner. 

CSIR AROMA MISSION 

The CSIR Aroma Mission is envisaged to bring transformative change in the aroma sector through 

desired interventions. It is aimed at development of superior aroma crop varieties and their agro-

technologies and assessment of their suitability for the large scale cultivation in specific agro-climatic 

regions. 

Under the Aroma Mission various economically important aromatic crops including mint, vetiver, lemon 

grass, palmarosa, ocimum, patchouli, lavender, rosemary, tagetes, Jammu monarda and valerian will be 

taken up. 

 

HIMACHAL PRADESH CROP DIVERSIFICATION PROJECT (HPCDP)  

 Farmers of Chalahar Gulad village in Mandi district have increased their annual income under the 

HP Crop Diversification Project (HPCDP) running in collaboration with JICA. 

 The project was being supported through JICA’s (Japan International Cooperation Agency) 

Official Development Assistance (ODA) loan.  

 The project was implemented in five districts — Mandi, Kangra, Hamirpur, Bilaspur and 

Una — to increase the production of vegetables through crop diversification.  

 In Mandi district, there were 62 sub projects covering 1,261.46 hectares with assured irrigation.  

 The ongoing flow irrigation scheme under gram panchayat Naun in Mandi had favourable 

conditions for the cultivation of cash crops, like tomato, French bean, garlic, cauliflower and peas 

on commercial scale. 

 After the intervention of HPCDP JICA, various extension activities like training programmes and 

field demonstrations were undertaken regarding cultivation of different vegetables.  

 The beneficiaries of the HPCDP, who undertook various extension activities and training 

efficiently, benefited and increased vegetable productivity remarkably. 
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 142 farmers undertook the sub-project and grew tomato crop in 34.20 hectares during kharif 

2020. They were producing on an average 140-150 crate per bigha. The farmers fetch a very good 

price for their produce.  

LINKING PIN 

HIMACHAL PRADESH CROP DIVERSIFICATION PROJECT (HPCDP)  

o The Himachal Pradesh Crop Diversification Promotion Project (HPCDP-JICA) aims at 

promoting crop diversification in Himachal.  

o The HPCDP-JICA being implemented by State Agriculture Department has made positive 

impact in increasing the yields of crops and income of farmers in the project area. 

o Rs 321 crore project is funded by the Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA) under 

this project and in first phase the project was implemented in five districts namely Bilaspur, 

Hamirpur, Kangra, Mandi and Una. 

o This project is aimed to develop necessary infrastructure such as irrigation facilities and farm 

access roads, in parallel with technical training for farmers on vegetable cultivation, food grain 

cultivation and post-harvesting technology.   

o HP Agriculture Development Society (HPADS) is the implementing agency of the HPCDP-

JICA.   

o The project is visualised with the targeted outcome to improve the socio-economic status of the 

farmers. The project model can be replicated throughout the state as the Phase-I was 

implemented on the selected sites in 5 districts only. 

o Government of India has approved this JICA Phase-II of around Rs 1104 crore in principle, 

which will be implemented in all the 12 districts of the state.  

CULTIVATION OF 'HEENG' PRODUCTION 

After offering pest-free potatoes and exotic vegetables that are foodies' delight, farmers of Himachal 

Pradesh are set to add flavour to the Indian culinary life by offering home-grown asafoetida (Heeng) -- a 

first for the country -- in the coming years. 

To make India self reliant in Heeng production, Himachal Pradesh government has set the target of 

bringing approximately 302 hactares area under cultivation in three districts of Lahaul-Spiti, Mandi 

and Kinnaur during the next five years. 

 It has been planned to use the barren land in the next few years on the basis of results of the pilot 

projects already started. Necessary trainings, technical knowhow and farm expertise to all farmers 

will be provided free of cost by state agriculture department till commercial cultivation of Heeng 

starts in the state. 

 State’s department of agriculture has taken lead in identifying farmers and providing them 

Heeng seedlings, plantation alongwith other neccessaryinfrasructure and technical support free of 

cost to motivate farmers to take up Heeng cultivations in their fields. 
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 The first plantation of asafoetida, which gives a zing to the recipes due to its unique pungent 

smell owing to high sulphur content, was done successfully on an experimental basis in Kwaring 

village in Lahaul Valley at an altitude of 11,000 feet on October 15, 2020. 

 Thereafter, 'heeng' cultivation was also taken up in the state's other high-altitude areas like 

Keylong, Beeling and Madgran in Lahaul-Spiti district, Janjhehli and Moviseri in Mandi 

district and Kalpa and Pooh in Kinnaur district. 

 The expensive oleo-gum-resin will be ready for extraction from the roots of the plants after five 

years of plantation. 

 Heeng, a perennial plant, is otherwise native to the deserts of Iran and mountains of 

Afghanistan, where it is grown in substantial numbers. 

 'Heeng' is one of the widely used spices in Indian cuisine, and the country consumes around 50 

per cent of the total world production. 

 Currently, around 1,200 tonnes of raw 'heeng' worth around Rs 600 crore is imported annually, 

mainly from Afghanistan. 

 At present, 5,000 square metres of land has been covered by 'heeng' plantation in Himachal 

Pradesh.  

 Approximately 302 hectares would be brought under its cultivation in five years under the pilot 

project. 

 More snow-bound areas would be brought under 'heeng' cultivation if the project is a success, 

which is monitored by the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)-Institute of 

Himalayan Bioresource Technology (IHBT) based in Palampur and the Agriculture 

Department. 

 The Indian Himalayas with dry and extremely cold conditions and an annual rainfall of not more 

than 200 mm are considered conducive to 'heeng' cultivation. 

 Scientists say since the plant roots penetrate very deep, sandy and clay soil is best suited for its 

cultivation. 

 2,100 'heeng' saplings have been provided to 45 farmers and 1,233 saplings planted at an 

experimental farm of the CSIR-IHBT. 

 As part of the project, a capacity-building programme was organised for officers of the 

department in July 2020.  

 The department is identifying farmers and providing them seedlings, technical know-how, and 

other infrastructure free of cost to motivate them to go for 'heeng' cultivation. 

 The farm scientists of the CSIR-IHBT are providing the technical know-how to update the skills 

of the farmers involved in the pilot project. 
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 The cultivation of 'heeng' held the potential to change the economic condition of people living in 

cold desert areas of the hill state. 

 The ultimate aim is to prepare the state for the cultivation of 'heeng' on a commercial scale. 

 There is hardly any Indian kitchen that does not use 'heeng'. Its cultivation will not only help save 

foreign exchange but also boost the economy of tribal regions that remain covered in snow for the 

most of the year. 

IMPLICATIONS 

Once it is commercially cultivated, the spice has potential to not only provide jobs to unemployed youths, 

boost the income of the farmers but also offer alternate substitute to regular crops which are facing animal 

menace or extreme weather conditions. 

SPICE PROFILE 

Heeng or Asafoetida is a perennial herb that produces pungently flavoured oleo-gum resin in its fleshy 

roots which has medicinal properties related to digestive system, cleansing and strengthening the gastro-

intestinal tract. 

The international value crop has high demand in the pharmaceutical sector. This plant takes five years for 

maturing shrubs and producing gum. An average of 30 gm fresh gum can be extracted from a single 

shrub. 

Heeng kabuli sufaid (milky white asafoetida) and Heeng lal (red asafoetida) are the two types of resin 

available in the market. The white or pale variety is water soluble, whereas the dark or black variety is oil 

soluble. 

 Heeng is widely used in spices and medicines in India. 

 Self- pollinating heeng plant is native of higher altitude regions or in cold deserts. 

 The crop is generally harvested during August- October. 

 Heeng is extracted from the roots of the plant by a cut on the rhizome part of the root. The milk 

that oozes out is stored in containers. It is then sun dried and then mixed with other edible items 

like starch and gum to be sold in the market. 
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RADIO STATION FOR FARMERS  

CSK Agricultural University, Palampur, will soon start a community radio station to make farmers aware 

of agriculture-related information and new technologies. 

 This radio station will be set up at Sundernagar in Mandi district. 

 During the golden jubilee celebration of HP statehood, the university published a booklet 

dedicated to progressive farmers of the state who have done outstanding work in the field of 

agriculture at state, national and international level. 

 They had been named agriculture ambassadors, who would train other farmers and inspire them 

for adopting new technologies in the farm sector. 

 A farmer gallery had also been established for the first time in the university and soon an e-office 

would be set up in the university with the help of the Information Technology Department.  

 The work on a new project related to snow trout found in Lahul-Spiti was going on to increase the 

production. Apart from this, a lab was being set up in Palampur for Gaddi sheep. 

LINKING PIN 

CSK AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY 

Chaudhary Sarwan Kumar Himachal Pradesh Krishi Vishvavidyalaya, also known as CSK Himachal 

Pradesh Agricultural University (CSK HPKV), formerly Himachal Pradesh Krishi Vishvavidyalaya, is an 

agricultural university at Palampur. 

 It was established on 1 November 1978 as an expansion of the existing College of Agriculture 

established in May 1966. Hill agriculture is the focus of this university. The university is accredited by the 

Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). 

 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 

 

HIMACHAL PRADESH INDUSTRIAL INVESTMENT POLICY, 2019 

 To promote Himachal Pradesh as one of the preferred destinations for investment, the State Cabinet has 

approved and notified ‘Himachal Pradesh Industrial Investment Policy, 2019'.  

 The policy aims at redressal of issues impending industrial growth and ensure simplification of 

procedures, key physical and social infrastructure, human resource development, access to credit 

and market. 

 It also aimed at promoting ‘Ease of Doing Business’ by digitization of all processes and to 

promote self certification. It is aimed at speeding up economic development and creating more 

jobs. 
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 The Cabinet gave its approval for enhanced incentives to MSMEs, introduction of new concept of 

Anchor Units with higher incentives than larger industries, incentives for Common Industrial 

and interest subvention on the term loans to industries for three to five years with maximum limit 

of Rs 20 lakh per year. 

 It also approved increased Floor Area Ratio (FAR) for industrial units of different categories 

and capital subsidy for establishment of new private industrial areas/theme parks, concession in 

the electricity duty and rebate on electricity tariff to the tune of 15 percent. 

 In order to promote the traditional handicrafts and handloom sector, the cabinet decided to 

provide additional concessions for setting up such units over and above the incentives given to 

the industries. 

 The Cabinet decided to simplify the provisions of Rule 38-A of the H.P. Tenancy and Land 

Reforms Rules, 1975 for issuing Essentiality Certificate  for setting up of investment projects  in 

the State approved by the State level Single Window Clearance and Monitoring Authority  so as 

to attract more investments for the State. 

INCENTIVES: 

 A slew of incentives to the existing and new industries have been announced with a thrust on 

taking investment to the hitherto unexplored areas of the state. In order to achieve this, the areas 

have been classified in categories A, B and C taking into consideration the location, distance 

from the inter-state borders, extent of industrial development and overall backwardness.  

 An attempt has been made to grant additional incentives to the investors investing in B and C 

categories, which comprise the industrially developing areas and the tribal areas, respectively, by 

allotting land and industrial sheds at concessional rate besides giving similar incentives on stamp 

duty and registration fee, exemption from change in land use charges, assistance for 

transportation of plant and machinery and transport subsidy. 

 Several state-level incentives have also been included to lure investors which include assistance 

for access to technology, competitiveness, innovation and quality certification. 

 With an eye on environment, conservation issues like encouraging water conservation, 

compliance of environment, health and safety standards would also make an enterprise eligible 

for availing 50% power tariff for operating effluent treatment plant for three years and 

reimbursement of 25% expenditure incurred on purchase of plant and machinery of effluent 

treatment plant. 

 The initiatives under the ease of doing business such as self-certification of documents have also 

been enlisted in the policy which would further simplify procedures. 



 
 

32 
 

 Access to finance for the key MSME sector and provision of land allotment at concessional 

rate, easy payment schedule of land premium, extension in provisional land allotment period and 

provision to rent out surplus built-up area for industrial use for large enterprises have taken care 

of.  

 The transport subsidy to incentivise the industry has also been introduced for the first time in 

the state. Special category enterprises like BPL, ex-servicemen, women, persons with disabilities, 

persons afflicted with HIV/AIDS too have been granted additional incentives as an 

encouragement. 

 A concept of anchor enterprise, which is a first unit set up in an industrial area with fixed capital 

investment of over Rs 200 crore and employing more than 200 Himachalis on regular basis would 

also be promoted. 

SERI ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION 

CENTRE (SDDIC) 

 Himachal government had opened Seri Entrepreneurship Development and Innovation 

Centre (SDDIC) in Balichowki, Mandi district to provide an opportunity to the people to 

connect with silk industry for self employment.  

 Mandi district contributes 25% of silk production in Himachal state after Bilaspur district.  

 It is one of the industries where people can work from home and enhance their income, besides 

contributing in a constructive manner towards development of their village and state as a whole. 

Women would be benefited with this centre as after getting training from here, they would be 

able to contribute towards family income. 

 State government had launched ‘Silk Samagra’ project to promote sericulture and silk weaving 

and a provision of Rs 50 crore had been made under this scheme to benefit farmers.  

 Himachal state stands 2nd in Silk Industry after Jammu & Kashmir in the Northern region .  

 The leading districts in the state are : Bilaspur, Mandi, Hamirpur, Kangra, Una and Sirmour.  

LINKING PIN 

SILK SAMAGRA PROJECT 

Silk Samagra project aims at integrated development of silk industry for 3 years (2017- 2020). 

The Government of India allocated Rs. 2161.68 crore for three years i.e. 2017-2020 to its Central Sector 

Scheme “Silk Samagra” for the development of sericulture in the country. 

The scheme is being implemented by the Central Silk Board (CSB). 

It focuses on improving the quality and productivity of domestic silk thereby reducing the country’s 

dependence on imported silk. 
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Key Components:  

1. Research & Development 

2. Seed Organisations 

3. Coordination & Market Development 

4. Quality Certification System  

COMMERCIAL USE OF MEDICINAL HERBS  

Known for the production of quality potatoes, peas, hops, sea buckthorn and apples, Lahaul-Spiti 

District is now looking forward to cultivate medicinal herbs commercially as the state government has 

decided to explore the possibilities of growing medicinal plants and herbs in the farm lands of the tribal 

district. 

 A team of experts from Medicinal Plants Board toured the district for 10 days to explore the 

possibilities. A link between farmers and market would be established for good returns. 

 At present, around 60 types of medicinal plants are found in Lahaul-Spiti district out of which 

43 varieties had been in use for the past several years. In want of proper marketing facility, they 

are not going for commercial cultivation of herbs. 

 A team of officials from National Medicinal Plants Board’s regional office cum-facilitation 

centre at Jogindernagar in Mandi district visited the tribal district regarding cultivation of sea 

buckthorn, locally known as ‘chharma’, and its purchase. The team also explored the 

possibility of cultivating other medicinal plants in the district. 

 The team made Tabo farmers aware about the medicinal plants and educated them about 

difference schemes of Government of India which promote such farming. 

 Farmers were encouraged for the cultivation of medicinal plants in their fields. National 

Medicinal Plants Board would also play a key role in facilitating MoUs with companies if 

farmers of Lahaul-Spiti district decide to cultivate medicinal plants and herbs. 

 10 companies participated in ‘Keylong Conclave-2019’, which was held on August 12, and 

tried to motivate farmers to cultivate medicinal plants and signed MoUs that would provide the 

educated youth an employment opportunity with the cultivation of medicinal plants. 

LINKING PIN  

NATIONAL MEDICINAL PLANTS BOARD 

In order to promote medicinal plants sector, the Government of India has set up National Medicinal 

Plants Board (NMPB) on 24th November 2000.  

Currently the board is located in Ministry of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha & 

Homoeopathy), Government of India.  

The primary mandate of NMPB is to develop an appropriate mechanism for coordination between 

various ministries/ departments/ organizations in India and implements support policies/programs for 
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overall (conservation, cultivation, trade and export) growth of medicinal plants sector both at the 

Central /State and International level. 

The State Medicinal Plants Board was established under the chairmanship of the Chief Minister for 

the promotion of medicinal plants and related activities in the hill state. The focus is consideration of 

economic need and easy availability of medicinal plants for the manufacture of Ayurvedic medicines. 

The National Medicinal Plants Board approved Rs 7.48 crore for the establishment of the regional-cum-

facilitation centre in Jogindernagar.  

This centre promotes cultivation and conservation of medicinal plants in six neighbouring North Indian 

states including Punjab, Haryana, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Chandigarh and Himachal Pradesh and 

propagate the mandate of the National medicinal plants board.  

Himachal Pradesh has unique geographical conditions and there are areas ranging from 200 metres to 

7,000 metres from sea level.  

The diverse climatic conditions facilitate growth of a variety of plants.  

o Una, Bilaspur, Hamirpur, Sirmaur, Kangra, Solan and Mandi districts fall under sub-tropical 

Shivalik hills upto 700 metres above sea level and about 160 species of medicinal plants are 

grown in this zone.  

o Medicinal plants are also cultivated in areas between 700 to 1,800 metres comprising Rampur 

tehsil of district Shimla, Palampur tehsil of district Kangra and Mandi, Kullu, Chamba and 

Sirmaur districts.  

o Nearly 60 varieties of medicinal plants are found in Shimla, Kullu, Solan, Chamba, Mandi, 

Kangra and Sirmaur districts that fall under the biodiversity area between 1,800 to 2,500 metres 

above sea level.  

o Tribal districts like Kinnaur, Lahaul-Spiti, Kullu, a few areas of Kangra and Shimla districts 

located at an altitude of over 2,500 metres, produce enormously useful medicinal plants. Some of 

these include Patis, Batsnabh, Atis, Tragen, Kirmala, Ratanjot, Kala jeera, Kesar, Somlata, 

Jangli heeng, Charma, Khursani ajwain, Pushkar mul, Hauver, Dhop, Dhamni, Nechni, Neri, 

Kejavo, Dhop Chrelu, Sharger, Gaggr and Buransh. 

 

INITIATIVES TO BOOST PASHMINA PRODUCTION 

Himachal Pradesh Government is determined to boost pashmina production in the state. 

PRESENT STATUS: 

 The state records about one thousand kilogram pashmina wool production annually at present and 

aims to double pashmina production in the state in the next five years. 

 The State Government will distribute around 638 goats of Chanthangi and Chegu breeds to 

BPL families in pashmina producing snow bound areas of the state under centrally sponsored 

National Livestock Mission. 



 
 

35 
 

 Under the mission 29 units (10 Doe +1 Buck in each unit) of Chanthangi goats and 29 units (10 

Doe +1 Buck in each unit ) of Chegu goats will be distributed to the BPL families in Lahaul 

Spiti ,Pangi Valley and Kinnaur districts. Each unit will cost around rupees seventy thousand 

to government agencies. 

FUNDING: 

 Ninety percent cost of the goats will be borne by Central Government while State Government 

and individual beneficiary will share remaining ten percent cost in equal proportion, thus five 

percent cost will be shared both by State Government and individual beneficiaries. 

 The tender process for distribution of goats has been completed and the live stock will be 

distributed to the targeted families during current financial year. 

PRODUCTION AREAS: 

At present Pashmina is produced predominantly in: 

o Darcha, Yochi, Rarik-Chika villages and Mayar valley in Lahaul valley. 

o Kibber, Langza region, Hangang Valley in Spiti valley. 

o Nako, Namgya and Leo villages in Kinnaur District. 

o Certain areas in Pangi valley of Chamba District. 

Organized shawl manufacturing units: 

 There are around ten organized shawl manufacturing units working in the state which make 

products out of pashmina wool are situated in Rampur Bushair of Shimla District, Sundernagar 

and Mandi of Mandi District, Shamshi and Hurla of Kullu District and Sangla and Rekong Peo of 

Kinnaur District. 

 Around 90 percent Pashmina wool is used in apparels i.e. Shawl, Stoles and Mufflers and 10 

percent in other products including high end coat tweeds. 

 Pashmina wool is mainly sold through retail selling and private buying by processors in the state . 

 Predominantly white and natural grey colour Pashmina wool produced in the state is being used 

in the organized shawl manufacturing units in the state. 

 The pashmina producers are getting remunerative price for Pashmina wool in the state and at 

present the raw Pashmina prices by private buyers/processors are approx. Rs 3500/- per Kg. and 

the prices of this nobel fiber are showing increasing trend due to its unique quality and increasing 

demand of pashmina products in the domestic and international market. 

 In organized and un-organized sector around 10 thousand to 12 thousand artisans are working in 

the handloom sector in the state of Himachal Pradesh. 



 
 

36 
 

 Total goat population is about 2500 in Himachal Pradesh and the state government is making all 

the efforts to boost the population of goats in the state in coming years. 

LINKING PIN: 

NATIONAL LIVESTOCK MISSION (NLM) 

National Livestock Mission is an initiative of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare. The 

mission, which commenced from 2014-15, has the objective of sustainable development of the livestock 

sector. 

Key features 

Coverage: 

The Mission is designed to cover all the activities required to ensure quantitative and qualitative 

improvement in livestock production systems and capacity building of all stakeholders. The Mission will 

cover everything germane to improvement of livestock productivity and support projects and initiatives 

required for that purpose subject. 

Objective & applicability: 

This Mission is formulated with the objective of sustainable development of the livestock sector, focusing 

on improving the availability of quality feed and fodder. NLM is implemented in all States. 

Submission under NLM 

1. The Sub-Mission on Fodder and Feed Development: It will address the problems of scarcity of 

animal feed resources, in order to give a push to the livestock sector making it a competitive enterprise 

for India, and also to harness its export potential. The major objective is to reduce the deficit to nil. 

2. Sub-Mission on Livestock Development: Under this, there are provisions for productivity 

enhancement, entrepreneurship development and employment generation (bankable projects), 

strengthening of infrastructure of state farms with respect to modernization, automation and biosecurity, 

conservation of threatened breeds, minor livestock development, rural slaughter houses, fallen animals 

and livestock insurance. 

3. Sub-Mission on Pig Development in North-Eastern Region: For the first time, under NLM a Sub-

Mission on Pig Development in North-Eastern Region is provided wherein Government of India would 

support the State Piggery Farms, and importation of germplasm so that eventually the masses get the 

benefit as it is linked to livelihood and contributes in providing protein-rich food in 8 States of the NER. 

4. Sub-Mission on Skill Development, Technology Transfer and Extension: The extension machinery at 

field level for livestock activities is very weak. As a result, farmers are not able to adopt the technologies 

developed by research institutions. The emergence of new technologies and practices require linkages 

between stakeholders and this sub-mission will enable a wider outreach to the farmers. All the States, 

including the NER States may avail the benefits of the multiple components and the flexibility of choosing 

them under NLM for a sustainable livestock development. 
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ROCK SALT PRODUCTION 

 After facing many glitches over the last five decades, production of rock salt at Gumma and 

Drang mines of Mandi district in Himachal, believed to be the finest in the country, is expected 

to start soon. 

 The plan is to start producing 10 to 12 tonnes of salt and the capacity will be increased to 1,000 

tonnes in a phased manner. 

 The salt will be distributed to other states and exported to other countries as well.  

 The industries department of Himachal, departments concerned from the Centre and Hidustan 

Salts (HSL) are preparing for this.  

 The Central government had sanctioned Rs 3.5cr for the salt mines and work had resumed but the 

mines had to be shut down due to technical reasons. The government would extend all possible 

support to HSL to resume salt production. 

 Salt production will generate employment options for many local youths.  

 HSL company has 133 acres of land on lease at Gumma and Drang where salt production will be 

started soon. Rock salt produced in Mandi, locally known as “Gumma namak,” is known to be 

the country’s best rock salt, similar to that produced in Pakistan’s Punjab region. 

TOMATO SAUCE PLANT IN SOLAN DISTRICT 

 The World Bank has approved a 2.5 crore tomato based project.  

 With the help of World Bank, tomato sauce and ketchup plant will be ready in Solan district.  

 This will address the marketing problem of tomato growers of Himachal Pradesh. Tomato 

growers had to sweat to sell their crops in the Mandis so far. Many a time, the farmers also got 

less tomato prices. 

 With the help of World Bank, tomato based plant at Solan will benefit farmers of four districts of 

Shimla, Solan, Sirmaur and Bilaspur etc. For a long time, the farmers of the state have been 

demanding for installation of a tomato sauce plant. 

 Tomato ketchup and sauce prepared at the plant will also be exported abroad. The farmers will 

also be able to sell tomato crops and get good prices. The people of the area will also get 

employment. 

LINKING PIN  

WORLD BANK 

The World Bank (collective name of IBRD and IDA) is a vital source of financial and technical assistance 

to developing countries around the world. It provides low-interest loans, zero to low interest credits, and 

grants to developing countries which support a wide array of investments in areas such as education, 
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health, public administration, infrastructure, financial and private sector development, agriculture, and 

environmental and natural resource management. 

The World Bank Group has set two goals for the world to achieve by 2030: 

o End extreme poverty by decreasing the percentage of people living on less than $1.90 a day to no 

more than 3%. 

o Promote shared prosperity by fostering the income growth of the bottom 40% for every country. 

 

 

GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS (GI) TAGS FOR HIMACHALI 

KALAJIRA, CHULI OIL 

A decision that could benefit thousands of kalajira and chuli oil producers from Himachal Pradesh, they 

have been registered under Geographical Indications (GIs) of Goods Act, 1999.  

SIGNIFICANCE OF GI TAGS:  

 This decision will not only benefit thousands of kalajira and chuli oil producers of state but will 

also be helpful in preserving the traditional products but will increase the market potential 

resulting in a boost for the economy of the region. 

 With the registration of these products under the GI Act, it will prevent unauthorized production 

and misuse in the name of these products. 
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PROCEDURE: 

 The GI applications of kalajira and chuli oil was filed jointly by HP Patent Information Centre 

(HPPIC), HIMCOSTE and Kinnaur Chulli and Bhemi Oil Producers and Processor Society on 

behalf of manufacturers and producers of chulli oil. 

 The GI registry office of the Government of India has recommended registration of both these 

traditional products (Chuli Oil, Kala Zeera). 

PENALTY:  

Under the GI Act, any infringement of the registered GI by producers other than those from the region of 

origin of these products can result in maximum of 3 years imprisonment and a fine of maximum of Rs 2 

lakh. 

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN:  

In order to generate awareness about the GIs tag awareness workshops were organized by the State 

Council for Science Technology and Environment at Kalpa and Rekong-Peo for the stakeholders of 

Himachali kalajira and Himachali chulli oil for formulating an action plan for future strategy. 

NODAL AGENCY: 

Himachal Pradesh Patent Information Centre (HPPIC) has been declared as the nodal agency for 

identifying GIs of Himachal Pradesh and getting these registered under the GI act so as to protect the 

interests of manufacturers and producers and artisans. HPPIC is the first Patent Information Centre 

in the country to take such an initiative. 

LINKING PIN  

GI TAG 

o The GI tag is an indication which is definite to a geographical territory. 

o It is used for agricultural, natural and manufactured goods. 

o For a product to get a GI tag, the goods need to be produced or processed or prepared in that 

region. It is also essential that the product has a special quality or reputation. 

o The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 provides 

registration and also protection of GI goods in India. 

o This Act is administered by the Controller General of Patents, Designs, and Trademarks, who is 

also the Registrar of Geographical Indications. 

o The Geographical Indications Registry for India is located in Chennai. 
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Himachal state is the first state in the country to formulate a policy for the registration of GI in 

September 2004. 

Himachal Pradesh Patent Information Centre (HPPIC) located in Himachal Pradesh Council for 

Science, Technology & Environment (HIMCOSTE) was established in 1998.  

Himachal Pradesh Council for Science, Technology & Environment (HIMCOSTE), Shimla continues the 

activity of Patent Information Centre (PIC) in the state of Himachal Pradesh at Shimla with technical 

and financial support from Department of Science & Technology, New Delhi. 

 

FISHERIES 

LAND BASED FISH FARMING 

Himachal Pradesh will start land-based fish farming using RAS technology under Pradhan Mantri 

Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) to raise different varieties of fish throughout the year.  

For this, the state will set up 15 fish ponds using RAS (Recirculating Aquaculture Systems) technology 

under this scheme during next five years beginning from 2020-21 to 2024-25.  

EXPECTED PRODUCTION  

When all 15 fish farms under RAS technology will be operationalised, approximately 270 tonne fish is 

expected to be produced annually in the state.  

CAPACITY BUILDING  

The first batch of fish farmers will be sent to National Fisheries Development Board, Hyderabad for 

training in latest aquaculture techniques under cold water fisheries using RAS Technology.  

RAS TECHNOLOGY  

The RAS technology is a new way to farm fish under which fish is reared in indoor tanks with limited use 

of water in a controlled environment instead of traditional method of fish rearing in water reservoirs, open 

tanks, ponds and rivers.  

The regular supply of limited quantity of clean water is ensured at a controlled temperature and dissolved 

oxygen content that is optimum for growth in a closed and containment system. The method is ideal for 

fish farmers of the state during shortage of water in summer as farmer can supplement their income with 

little use of water through inland fisheries using RAS technology.  

LOCATIONS  

Out of total 15 fish farms, five fish farms will be set up in general waters in Una, Mandi, Kangra 

(Palampur and Pong dam) and Sirmaur districts and ten in cold water fisheries under the RAS 

technology in Kinnaur, Sirmaur, Shimla, Mandi, Chamba and Kullu districts during next five years 

aiming at enhancing fish production and productivity in the state in an integrated and holistic manner.  
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Rainbow trout will be reared in cold water RAS and in general water RAS Pangasius, Tilapia, Common 

carp will be reared. Initially, the land based fish farms will be set up in cold water areas in Kullu, Mandi, 

Chamba, Sirmaur, Shimla, and Kinnaur districts and in the beginning two new fish farms in district Kullu 

and Kinnaur will be set up under RAS technology during the year 2020-21 under PMMSY in the state.  

ROLE OF PRIVATE SECTOR  

The new fish farms in the state under RAS technology will be set up in private sector and it is estimated 

that around Rs 5 crore private investment will be received for infrastructural development for setting up 

new land based fish farms under RAS technology in the state in next five years under Pradhan Mantri 

Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY).  

INCENTIVES 

The state government will provide incentives to the private sector for setting up fish farms under which 

financial assistance at the rate of 40 per cent to the general category and 60 per cent to the SC/ST/women 

of the total unit cost will be provided to entrepreneurs.  

PRESENT STATUS  

At present, fish is reared all the year around, although summers are most favourable for growth of fish.  

BENEFITS  

The new fish farms under RAS technology will help farmers raise different varieties of fish throughout 

the year using lesser water to produce a higher yield and also enables reuse of the wastewater for 

agriculture, domestic and irrigation purposes while in regular fish farming, water from the ponds or tanks 

need to be completely pumped out and thrown away since it gets saturated with toxic ammonia.  

LINKING PIN 

PRADHAN MANTRI MATSYA SAMPADA YOJANA (PMMSY):  

 It is a flagship scheme for focused and sustainable development of the fisheries sector in the 

country with an estimated investment of  Rs 20,050 crore for its implementation during 2020-21 

to 2024-25 as part of Aatmanirbhar Bharat package.  

Aim:  

o To bring about the Blue Revolution through sustainable and responsible development of the 

fisheries sector in India.  

o To enhance the fish production by an additional 70 lakh tonne by 2024-25, increasing fisheries 

export earnings to Rs.1,00,000 crore by 2024-25.  

o To double the incomes of fishers and fish farmers, reducing postharvest losses from 20-25% to 

about 10% and the generation of gainful employment opportunities in the sector.  
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Implementation:  

 It will be implemented as an umbrella scheme with two separate components namely  

a) Central Sector Scheme: The project cost will be borne by the Central government.  

b) Centrally Sponsored Scheme: All the subcomponents/activities will be implemented by 

the States/UTs and the cost will be shared between Centre and State.  

 A well-structured implementation framework would be established for the effective planning and 

implementation of PMMSY.  

 For optimal outcomes, ‘Cluster or area-based approach’ would be followed with requisite 

forward and backward linkages and end to end solutions. 

LINKING PIN 

NATIONAL FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

The National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB) was established in 2006 as an autonomous 

organization under the administrative control of the Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers Welfare, to enhance fish production and productivity in the country and to coordinate fishery 

development in an integrated and holistic manner. 

Now, the Board works under the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying. 

 

FISH PRODUCTION 

 The overall fish production in the Gobind Sagar dam in Himachal Pradesh is set to reach 500 

metric tonnes this fiscal, ensuring additional income for 3,963 fishermen and 2,169 fish licence 

holders. 

 The fish production in the reservoir is likely to hit 30 kg per hectares in comparison with 23.78 kg 

per hectares in 2019-2020. 

 195.34 metric tonnes of fish was harvested from the reservoir from April to October, 2020 

compared with 164.35 metric tonnes during this period in 2019. 

 In 2017-18, the yield was 346.42 metric tonnes from April to October. 

 This year, the harvested fish has commanded prices ranging from Rs 126 to Rs 182 per kg. The 

high price will help generating an additional income of Rs 8 crore to the fishermen. 

 The fish stock programme in the reservoir started in 1966 with the stocking of gravid spawners 

and fingerlings of Indian major carps. 

 Regular fish stocking programme is undertaken to maintain its population in the reservoir. The 

species reared here include the silver carp, grass carp, and common carp. 
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 Illegal mining in rivers and unscientific dumping of road construction debris in the rivers is also 

destroying fish breeding grounds, say fish experts. This has caused a decline in fish production in 

the Gobind Sagar too. 

 Fisheries, both in the government and private sectors, is not only providing livelihood to the 

fishermen but also helps generate revenue for the state. 

 Efforts made by the government have helped increase fish production, besides providing 

opportunities for self-employment. 

 The major fish species available in the streams of Himachal Pradesh are trout, mahseer, barilus 

and glyptothorax. 

 Trout, both brown and rainbow, are found in the Beas, Sutlej and Ravi rivers in the higher 

reaches of the state. 

 Being a game fish, the brown trout is also an angler's delight. 

 To promote trout farming, Chief Minister his Budget proposals for 2020-21 announced the 

construction of 100 additional trout farming units. 

 Trout fish cages will also be constructed in order to increase trout production. Recirculating 

Aqua Culture System will be established in the carp fish farm in Nalagarh to increase carp 

production. 

 Nearly 13,000 fishermen and fish farmers in Himachal are dependent on this sector for earning 

their livelihood. 

 Himachal Pradesh, with its five rivers, numerous streams and reservoirs, has a big potential for 

fish production. 

 Of the 3,000-km network of water resources for fisheries, 600 km of cold water streams are 

conducive for trout farming. 

 The average annual production of a small fish farm is 900 kg, whereas a large farm could produce 

up to 3,400 kg. 

LINKING PIN 

GOBIND SAGAR LAKE 

Gobind Sagar Lake is a Reservoir situated in Una and Bilaspur districts of Himachal Pradesh. It is 

formed by the Bhakra Dam. 

The Reservoirs is on the River Sutlej and is named in honour of Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Sikh guru. 

One of the world's highest gravity dams, the Bhakra dam rises nearly 225.5 m above its lowest 

foundations. Under the supervision of the American dam-builder, Harvey Slocum, work began in the 

year of 1955 and was completed in 1962. To maintain the level of water, the flow of river Beas was 

channelized to Gobind Sagar by the Beas-Sutlej link which was accomplished in 1976. 
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PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE  

BULK DRUG PARK 

Himachal Pradesh is one of the states trying for the allotment of a bulk drug park under a central 

government scheme for setting up three such parks across the country. The state government has 

identified around 1,400 acres in Una district and sent a proposal to the Centre seeking grant to set up a 

bulk drug park there. 

Bulk drugs or APIs 

A bulk drug, also called an active pharmaceutical ingredient (API), is the key ingredient of a drug or 

medicine, which lends it the desired therapeutic effect or produces the intended pharmacological activity. 

For example, paracetamol is a bulk drug, which acts against pain. It is mixed with binding agents or 

solvents to prepare the finished pharmaceutical product, ie a paracetamol tablet, capsule or syrup, which 

is consumed by the patient. 

KSMs and DIs 

APIs are prepared from multiple reactions involving chemicals and solvents. The primary chemical or the 

basic raw material which undergoes reactions to form an API is called the key starting material, or 

KSM. Chemical compounds formed during the intermediate stages during these reactions are called drug 

intermediates or DIs. 

 India has one of the largest pharmaceutical industries in the world (third largest by volume) but 

this industry largely depends on other countries, particularly China, for importing APIs, DIs and 

KSMs. 

 This year, drug manufacturers in India suffered repeated setbacks due to disruption in imports. In 

January, factories in China shut down when the country went into a lockdown, and later, 

international supply chains were affected as the Covid pandemic gripped the entire world. The 

border conflict between India and China exacerbated the situation. All these factors pushed the 

Indian government to call for greater self-reliance across all industries, and in June, the 

department of pharmaceuticals announced a scheme for the promotion of three bulk drug parks in 

the country. 

 A bulk drug park will have a designated contiguous area of land with common infrastructure 

facilities for the exclusive manufacture of APIs, DIs or KSMs, and also a common waste 

management system. 

 These parks are expected to bring down manufacturing costs of bulk drugs in the country and 

increase competitiveness in the domestic bulk drug industry.  
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 The Centre’s scheme will support three selected parks in the country by providing a one-time 

grant-in-aid for the creation of common infrastructure facilities.  

FUNDING: The grant-in-aid will be 70 per cent of the cost of the common facilities but in the case of 

Himachal Pradesh and other hill states, it will be 90 per cent. The Centre will provide a maximum of 

Rs 1,000 crore per park. 

CRITERIA OF BULK DRUG PARK 

 Several states including Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Haryana, Punjab, Tamil Nadu 

and Telangana have expressed interest in the scheme, and are likely to send their respective 

proposals.  

 A state can only propose one site, which is not less than a thousand acres in area, or not less 

than 700 acres in the case of hill states. The proposals should contain the estimated cost, 

feasibility studies, environmental risk assessment etc.  

 A project management agency, nominated by the Department of Pharmaceuticals, will 

examine these proposals and make recommendations to a scheme steering committee, which will 

then approve the proposals. 

FEASIBILITY OF HIMACHAL STATE 

 The state is keen to attract investment to strengthen its economy and generate employment.  

 It organised ‘Global Investors Meet’ in 2019, and has introduced reforms such as a single 

window clearance and online approval system for industrial units.  

 Himachal jumped nine places in this year’s ease-of-doing-business rankings declared by the 

Centre, securing the seventh position in the country. 

 According to the state government, Himachal already has Asia’s largest pharma manufacturing 

hub, that is the Baddi-Barotiwala-Nalagarh industrial belt, and the state produces around half 

of India’s total drug formulations.  

 Himachal offers power and water at the lowest tariffs in the country, and the state also has an 

industrial gas pipe. 

 Himachal Pradesh has been a leader in drug manufacturing. 

 More than one-fourth of India’s formulation drugs are produced and supplied from Baddi-

Barotiwala-Nalagarh (BBN)—Himachal's industrial belt bordering Chandigarh. 

 With 700-plus pharmaceutical units, including top brands like Cipla, Dr. Reddy's Lab, Cadila 

Healthcare, Abbott Laboratories, Ranbaxy, Glenmark, Acme Formulation and Morepen posting a 

turnover of Rs 40,000 crore, BBN is Asia’s biggest pharmaceutical hub. 
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 Even during the severe Covid lockdown, the state ensured that there was minimal impact in the 

BBN’s pharmaceutical sector. 

 The bulk drug park will bring immense benefit to the existing pharmaceutical companies, cutting 

down their transportation costs, taxes, and other duties. The price of the drugs manufactured at 

the BBN pharma hub will come down drastically. 

ATAL ROHTANG TUNNEL 

The 9.02 kilometres-long Atal Tunnel, named after former Prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 

passes under the Rohtang Pass in the eastern Pir Panjal range on the Leh-Manali highway at an 

altitude of 3,060 metres at the lowest and 3,078 metres at the peak. 

ATAL ROHTANG TUNNEL TIMELINE 

o A feasibility study of the project Rohtang Tunnel was carried out in May 1990 

o The geological report was submitted in June 2004. 

o A design and specification report which was prepared and finalised in December 2006. 

o The project received final technical approval in 2003. 

o Following approval by Cabinet Committee on Security in 2005, tenders were floated in 2007. 

o A joint venture of Shapoorji Pallonji Group-run Afcons and Strabag of Austria won the 

Engineering Procurement & Construction (EPC) tender for Rs 1,458 crore from Border Road 
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Organisation in 2009. 

o The foundation stone was laid in July ,2010 by  UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi. 

o The project was scheduled to be completed by February 2015 but it got delayed due to 

unexpected problems. 

              

The cost of the project has crossed Rs 2,500 crore now. The civil works started in 2009 and was to be 

completed within 6.5 years. 

It was originally designed to be 8.8 km long but GPS readings taken on completion show it to be 

9.02 km long. 

 

       

Problems faced by the Rohtang tunnel project 

The delay in completion of the tunnel was mainly due to the 410-metre long Seri Nalla, a brook. 

The construction teams faced fast flowing water from Seri Nullah, which flowed on top of the tunnel 

route and impeded construction efforts. The sheer volume of water prevented construction for several 

months while project engineers grappled with a way to tackle the problem.  

Seri Nalla was emitting over 125 litres of water per second, making work really hard. It took more than 

three years to drill 410 metres along the Nalla.  

In the Seri Nalla zone in the South Portal, engineers faced regular collapse of the tunnel face due to 

https://indianexpress.com/about/sonia-gandhi
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extremely poor geological conditions. 

The rock structures faced by the engineers too caused impediments. The south portal of the tunnel had 

schist, migmatites and phyllite rocks while the north portal had incoherently folded gneiss and biotite 

schist which were brittle and ductile in nature. 

The terrain is so dangerous that there are 13 avalanche zones around the tunnel, yet there was not a single 

fatal accident in all these 10 years of the project life, he said, adding that each worker is given an electronic 

chip that will warn of any danger. 

SALIENT FEATURES OF THE ROHTANG TUNNEL 

 Snow galleries have also been built at the approach road to the tunnel from Manali side, and this 

will ensure all-weather connectivity. 

 SERVICES: 

The tunnel also provides: 

o A telephone every 150 metres 

o Fire hydrant every 60 metres 

o Emergency exit every 500 metres 

o Turning cavern every 2.2 km 

o Air quality monitoring every one km 

o Broadcasting system 

o Automatic incident detection system with CCTV cameras every 250 metres. 

 The tunnel is 10.5 metres wide and has a height of 5.52 metres and a car can zip through at 80 

kmph. 

 The horseshoe shaped single-tube, double-lane tunnel has many firsts. 

  With a length of 9.02 km, it is the longest in the world at an altitude of over 3,000 metres or 

10,000 feet mean sea level. 

 It is also the country’s first tunnel to have an escape tunnel within the main tunnel because of 

the topography. Globally, escape tunnels are built separately along the main tunnel. 

 This is also the first tunnel to deploy the Rowa flyer technology, which allows engineers to work 

at inverted levels. 

  Afcons deployed over 1,000 workmen and 150 engineers. The engineering design was done by 

Australian Snowy Mountain Engineering Company. 

 The tunnel has consumed 14,508 metric tonnes of steel and 2,37,596 metric tonnes of cement, 

and excavated out 14 lakh cubic metres soil and rocks, using the drill and blast technique for 

excavation and the New Austrian Tunnelling method for construction. 
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 At the peak, the tunnel is 2.5 km deep in under mountain belly at the South Portal side and the 

lowest overburden is 1.5 km. 

STRATEGIC ADVANTAGE OF THE ROHTANG TUNNEL 

Cutting through the Pir Panjal range, the tunnel will reduce the distance between Manali and Leh by 46 

km. 

The Rohtang Pass, to which the tunnel provides an alternate, is located at a height of 13,050 feet, and a 

journey from Manali Valley to Lahaul and Spiti Valley, which normally takes around five hours to 

negotiate, would now be completed in little over ten minutes. 

While the tunnel will be a boon to the residents of the Lahaul and Spiti Valley who remain cut off from 

the rest of the country in winters for nearly six months due to heavy snowfall, the tunnel will provide 

almost all- weather connectivity to the troops stationed in Ladakh. However, for full all-weather 

connectivity, additional tunnels will have to be built on the Manali-Leh route so that the high passes on 

the axis do not impede movement due to snowfall. 

 A 13.2 km long tunnel will have to be built to negotiate the 16,040 feet high Baralacha pass and 

another 14.78 km long tunnel will be required at the Lachung La pass at 16,800 feet. 

 A third 7.32 km long tunnel will be required at Tanglang La pass at 17,480 feet. 

 

AUTOMATIC NUMBER PLATE READER (ANPR) CAMERAS 

To keep tabs on offenders, the Atal Tunnel on the Manali-Leh highway has been equipped with 

Automatic Number Plate Reader (ANPR) cameras.  

 The cameras will play a key role helping the district police authority nab the offenders if anyone 

tries to create nuisance inside the tunnel. 

 After opening of the tunnel, cases have been reported in which offenders had created nuisance 

inside the tunnel. 

 High quality ANPR cameras have been installed in Atal Tunnel. Now every single vehicle 

passing through the area will be recorded with number plate in the database.  

 Hence if any vehicle stops or any passenger commits any violation inside the tunnel, the offender 

will be identified and prompt legal action will be taken against the violators. 

 Apart from that, the force deployed in the tunnel area has been equipped with body-worn 

cameras so as to address the situations arising out of activities of offenders. 

 The district police were committed to ensuring a memorable experience of the Atal Tunnel for the 

tourists and at the same time ensuring the safety and security inside the tunnel. It would go a long 

was in checking of public nuisance and rowdy elements. 
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 The tunnel is designed for a limited traffic carrying capacity which was maximised during 

Christmas when more than 5,500 vehicles crossed the tunnel in a single day. 

TUNNEL BELOW KUNZUM PASS  

 The possibility of building an all-weather tunnel for traffic movement below the 15,000ft high 

Kunzum pass on Gramphu-Sumdho highway is being explored.  

 Rs 200cr has been sanctioned for maintenance of the highway. 

 The highway near Kunzum Pass is in poor condition and is sinking regularly.  

 Excessive moisture has made its maintenance very difficult. In the winter, the pass is covered 

with an up to 50ft thick blanket of snow, which makes it impossible to open.  

 After completion of Rohtang tunnel, there are chances that the road till the base of the Kunzum 

can be kept open in the winter. If Kunzum pass is bypassed by a tunnel, maintenance of the 

highway will be very easy. 

LINKING PIN  

KUNZUM PASS 

Kunzum Pass (Tibetan: Kunzum La, (. 4,551 m or 14,931 ft), is a high mountain pass in the eastern 

Kunzum Range of the Himalayas. It connects Lahaul valley and Spiti valley. It is on the route from 

Gramphoo in Lahaul to Kaza the subdivisional headquarters of Spiti. 

THE HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ROADS TRANSFORMATION 

PROJECT (HPSRTP) 

Himachal government has signed with the Union Government and the World Bank for signing the Rs 

840 crore project ($112 million) for strengthening the transport and road safety institutions by 

improving the condition, safety, resilience and engineering standards of the state’s road network.  

AIM: The project entails the strengthening of the transport and road safety institutions by improving the 

condition, safety, resilience and engineering standards of the road network. 

FUNDING PATTERN: In the project, Rs 615 crore ($82 million) will be the share of the World Bank 

and Rs 225 crore ($30 million) will be the share of the state government. 

This is the first project to which loan agreement has been signed with the World Bank post-Covid 

pandemic outbreak in the country. 

COMPONENTS: There are three components under trancheI of the project. 

a) Construction and flexibility of Himachal Pradesh Transport Institutions: In the first component of 

the project, improvement of institutions would be done under which, Himachal Pradesh State Road and 

Other Infrastructure Development Corporation would be re-established and operated, commercialisation 
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of operation of labour and maintenance of Himachal Pradesh Public Works Department, setting up of 

Himachal Pradesh Motor Vehicle Administration, strengthening of Himachal Pradesh Transport 

Department and development of logistic system and strategy. 

b) Facilitation of Horticulture: The second component of the project included encouraging of 

horticulture and overall economic development, under which five 127-km roads would be improved.  

c) Road Safety: The third component consisted of improvement in road safety, “Suraskshit Pranali” 

and “Surakshit Galiyara Pahal”. 

To reduce the risk of deaths due road accidents, work on three pilot districts would be done besides 

strengthening of Road Safety Cell of Himachal Pradesh Transport Department, Road Accident Data 

Management System (RADMS) would also be expanded, speed control, training, variable messaging 

system, strengthening traffic police with technical assistance (CCTV) for Emergency Response System, 

ambulance, first aid kit etc would be provided, making community road safety programmes available and 

road safety advisory services would be covered in the third component. 

BENEFITS: 

The Himachal Pradesh State Roads Transformation Project will finance initiatives: 

o To build climate and disaster resilient roads. 

o To improve road safety along tourism corridors in Himachal. 

o To enhance logistics along fruit belts. 

o To support the government’s initiative to create a corporate entity responsible for ensuring well-

performing roads. 

a) Development of Reliable, Resilient and Safe Roads: The economic growth of any region is closely 

linked to its road infrastructure. The mountainous state of Himachal Pradesh with its rich horticulture and 

tourism potential requires well-constructed, well connected, climate resilient and safe roads . 

This project will help the state develop reliable, resilient and safe roads which is crucial for the economic 

development of the state. 

b) Support to Horticultural Products: Himachal Pradesh has the potential to produce high-value 

horticultural products. However, to leapfrog to the next level of competitiveness in the global value chain, 

the state needs to focus on improving its roads and logistics services. 

This project will support the Government of Himachal Pradesh to provide greater opportunity to 

smallholder farmers access domestic and international agricultural markets, attract private investments to 

enhance value chains and increase jobs and farmers’ incomes. 
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c) Engineering Solutions for Disaster Management: Himachal Pradesh, a mountain state richly 

endowed with natural resources, often faces landslides and flash floods that affect its road connectivity. 

Cloud bursts, more extreme river flows and flooding cause landslides and erosion of embankments and 

loss of roads or bridges. These events are projected to increase over the next few decades as a result of 

climate change.  

To protect against landslides and floods, the project will implement engineering solutions that are plant 

and natural-based as well as control vehicular emission to address climate risks. 

Furthermore, as there is no early warning system in the state, landslides cause fatal accidents. During the 

snow and rainy season, transportation of agricultural products and tourists, is either terminated or 

delivered at a high cost. 

Measures such as creating an emergency response crew, upgrading drainage structures and protecting 

slide prone areas will help build resilient road infrastructure. 

d) Adoption of ‘Safe Systems’ Approach : Recognizing that road safety is a critical issue, the project 

will enhance the state’s ability to systematically identify, analyze, develop and prioritize critical road 

safety measures that will benefit all road users. The ‘Safe Systems’ approach will be adopted in selected 

districts and heavily trafficked corridors. 

The state highway patrol will be trained and equipped with surveillance gear. An emergency response 

system will be established to help connect accident sites with dedicated hospitals for post-crash care and 

data collection. 

Provision has been made to complete Tranche-I within a period of six years. After this, 523 kilometre 

roads would be upgraded in Tranche-II and Tranche III, for which the World Bank would be making 

provision of additional funds. 

The $82 million loan from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) has 

a final maturity of 15 years including a grace period of five years. 

VIADUCT BRIDGE  

The state’s first viaduct bridge will be constructed on the Parwanoo-Solan section of the National 

Highway (NH)-05. 

 This bridge was initially not planned in this four-lane project and the road was supposed to be 

widened towards the hill side. However, since no land was available, the valley side was chosen 

to widen the highway. 
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 Given the deep valley existing at that site, constructing retaining walls or undertaking filling work 

was not viable. Hence, a proposal to construct a viaduct bridge was mooted before the NHAI by 

the company and it was approved given the precarious situation at the site. 

 The work to construct the 160-m long and 40-m wide bridge has already begun and project 

officials are hopeful of completing it within six months. 

 One pier of 40-m in the middle and two abutments, which is a substructure at the ends of a bridge 

span where the superstructure rests, will be erected to construct the bridge. When completed, it 

will add to the aesthetic value of the highway at the state’s gateway. 

 As against the initial cost of Rs 3 crore to four-lane this portion, Rs 19 crore would be incurred 

now on constructing the bridge. The project cost, which was initially pegged at Rs 748 crore, has 

escalated by several crores in the last five years. 

 About 92 per cent work has been completed now with major works like an overpass at Saproon 

and an overbridge being in an advanced stage.  

 The project also involves construction of two railway overbridges at Sanawar and Barog bypass 

and a flyover at Kumarhatti which will reduce the distance by three km. About 21-km long 

service roads is also being constructed at Dharampur and Solan while a toll barrier will be 

erected at Sanawar. 

LINKING PIN 

VIADUCT BRIDGE  

A viaduct is a bridge consisting of a number of shorter spans. It is built over expressways, highways, etc. 

where raising retention walls is not possible because of more depth. It minimises excavation activity. In 

the absence of this bridge, the company will be required to construct retaining walls measuring 40 to 60 

feet high along the valley side up to the surface of the highway which is risky due to lack of stable base.          

 

RAIL EXPANSION IN HIMACHAL PRADESH 

Rs. 720 crore has been received for railway expansion in Himachal Pradesh for the financial year 

2020-21.  

 The Union Government is committed to provide infrastructure expansion and employment 

opportunities in Himachal Pradesh.The following amount has been sanctioned in the budget for 

the year 2021-22:  

o 420 crore for Bhanapalle-Bilaspur-Beri railway line of strategic importance.  

o Rs. 200 crore to Chandigarh-Baddi railway line.  

o Rs. 100 crore for Nangal-Talwara railway line. 
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The approval for rail expansion is 613% higher than the year 2009-2014 (Rs. 108 crore per annum) of the 

previous government.  

Keeping in view the growing tension and activities from across the border, the emphasis was on early 

completion of railway lines of strategic importance this time.  

Militarily, the Bhanapalle-Bilaspur railway line could be ready at the earliest, so the a provision of Rs. 

420 crores has been made only for this railway line in this budget so that the army does not have to face 

any inconvenience under any circumstances on the border in future. 

FINAL SURVEY OF BILASPUR-LEH RAILWAY LINE 

 Turkish experts have reached Himachal Pradesh to conduct the final location survey of 

Bilaspur-Leh railway line to reach the border of neighbouring china. There are five geologists in 

the team.  

 They will conduct a refine survey of 87 bridges, 66 tunnels and 15 stations in the railway line 

from Leh to Bilaspur for 11 days.  

 The project's chief engineer will also reach Leh with Professor of IIT Roorkee and alignment 

engineer fragrance for the final location survey of phase-II. 

 Being a strategically important and important project of the Ministry of Defence, the 

responsibility for survey and construction work of Bilaspur-Leh railway line has been entrusted to 

Northern Railway. This railway line will be built with modern technology.  

 The experts from Turkey will conduct physical and technical checks of bridges, tunnels and 

stations in the railway line.  

 The railway line station in plain areas is about 12 kilometres away. Being a hilly area in Himachal 

and Leh, there will be a station at a distance of 20 kms. The station where the distance is from it 

will become crossing stations. 

ROPEWAY PROJECT 

 The Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs has approved a ropeway project with an estimated cost of 

about Rs. 600 crores for Pangi area in Chamba district. 

 The ropeway will be over 21.4  km long. 

 The ropeway will connect Bhanodi to Pregara on Killar side for providing round the year 

connectivity .  

 The Union government has also provided Rs. 50 lakh more funds to the state. 
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 The 21.4 km ropeway in five stages will be a challenging task for Ropeway and Rapid 

Transport System Development Corporation, Himachal Pradesh. 

 It will be built over the 14,000 feet Sach Pass and will be an engineering feat and It could be 

emulated in others parts of the country for tough, snow bound, difficult and inaccessible area for 

round the year connectivity. 

LINKING PIN  

SACH PASS 

Sach Pass is a 4,414-metre-high (14,482 ft) mountain pass in Chamba District of Himachal Pradesh, on 

the Pir Panjal range of the Himalayas. It connects the Chamba valley with the Pangi valleys of Himachal 

Pradesh. 

Ropeway and Rapid Transport System Development Corporation  

Ropeway & Rapid Transport System Development Corporation (RTDC) H.P. Ltd. is a company 

registered under Companies Act, 2013 with its headquarters at Shimla. The company is fully owned by 

the Government of Himachal Pradesh. 

RTDC aims to decongest major urban hubs in the state such as Shimla, Dharamshala, and Manali by 

devising innovative transport solutions. 

The corporation will enhance connectivity to unexplored new places of tourist interest in the state in 

order to boost tourism potential in the near future. 

RTDC will also work towards providing all-weather connectivity to tribal areas which remain cut-off 

during the winter. 

GREEN NATIONAL HIGHWAYS 

 Two green national highways to be constructed with the help of the World Bank will cut short 

distances between four districts of Hamirpur, Mandi, Shimla and Sirmour in Himachal 

Pradesh.  

 Funds worth Rs 2,700 crore will be spent on the construction of these highways. 

 Two National Highways, including Paonta Sahib-Gumma-Feduz bridge and Hamirpur-Mandi 

national highway will be widened and developed as green national highways with the assistance 

of the Union government.  

 The highways will minimise ecological damage, restore green cover lost during construction 

activity, conserve water and utilise reusable material to lay roads. 

 The project comprises four important components, including:  

a) Sustainable development and maintenance of national highways.  

b) Institutional capacity enhancement.  

c) Road safety.  

d) Research and development. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chamba_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Himachal_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pir_Panjal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Himalayas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chamba_valley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pangi_valley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Himachal_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Himachal_Pradesh
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 The national highway projects shall be bid out by the Union Ministry of road transport and 

highways.  

 The green national highways with new alignment will cut short the distance between Shimla, 

Sirmour, Hamirpur and Mandi.  

 The Hamirpur-Mandi green national highway will cut through Hamirpur to Mandi via Tauni 

Devi, Sarkaghat, Dharmpur and Kotli with a length of about 105 km.  

 Paonta Sahib-Gumma-Feduz bridge green national highway will have a length of 109 km. 

 The total length of national highways in Himachal Pradesh is about 2,600 kms, of which about 

455km is of single lane standards.  

 The Union ministry will widen 214km length under the above sanctioned project.  

 During construction of green national highways, green cover lost during construction activity 

will be restored by planting more trees.  

 Water conservation will be ensured through rain water harvesting and creation of artificial 

storage ponds.  

 Energy dissipation techniques would be used by using locally available material to reduce the 

risk of landslides and channelisation of water will be done to protect slopes. 

 Bioengineering will be done along highways in the form of jute netting, geocell with bamboo 

plantation, hydro seeding and bamboo plantation at dumping locations.  

 Slope protection will also be done using Japanese technology.  

 Use of high grade cement will be minimised in concrete construction by using low heat 

generating low-grade cement to reduce heat and carbon emission and renewable energy resources 

in the form of solar lights will be used. 

MULTI-LEVEL PARKING PROJECT IN KASAULI  

Parking woes in the cantonment town of Kasauli will be a thing of the past with a multi-level parking 

project nearing completion. 

 Being built over the old bus stand, the parking area is spread over three floors. 

 The ground floor will continue to house the bus stand.  

 A sum of Rs 21.50 crore has been spent on its construction and it will facilitate tourists, who have 

to struggle to park their vehicles in the peak tourist season. 

 Former Defence Minister had announced Rs 15 crore for the project in September 2017 during 

her visit to the town. 

 Vehicles are parked along roadsides all over the town not only creating a mess in the peak tourist 

season but also causing inconvenience to pedestrians. 
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 The coming up of this parking will boost tourism as people face parking woes in the town. It will 

also facilitate the locals as an earmarked and safe parking will be available. 

 Its completion has been delayed by several months owing to the absence of labourers in the wake 

of Covid outbreak and delay in shifting of high tension electricity lines. 

 It will be a boon for the cantonment town which faces scarcity of space. 

 A sum of Rs 21.50 crore has been incurred on this project which will accommodate 500 vehicles.  

 Business will receive a major boost and it is first such project to have come up in any 

cantonment. 

PANDOH-TAKOLI PROJECT 

The Chandigarh-Manali four-laning project has been gaining momentum in the past few months, which 

will prove to be a boon to the tourism industry of Kullu-Manali and the tribal district of Lahaul and 

Spiti once completed. The National Highway Authority of India (NHAI) is monitoring the project. 

 With the completion of the Pandoh-Takoli project, the journey to one of India’s most-

favoured tourist destination, Manali, through the Pandoh-Takoli bypass is set to change. 

 With 10 tunnels, one elevated viaduct, three major bridges, 10 minor bridges and two-laning 

of more than 13 km on this road project, the road travel will be spectacular, safe and friendly.  

 A major part of the circuitous and landslide-prone mountain highway will pass through 

tunnels providing all-weather connectivity to Kullu-Manali and a safe passage for the Army, 

tourists and locals in the region. 

 Out of 10 tunnels (four twin tube and two single tube), five tunnels have already been 

completed (two twin-tube and one single tube).  

 The Pandoh-Takoli project is extremely complex and challenging. There are no existing 

tunnels in Himachal with an excavation area of 121 sq m. These are the largest cross-

sectional tunnels in the Himalayan region. 

 The project consists of a 2.8-km tunnel (T4-01) which is the longest twin tube tunnel on this 

highway with a clear distance of 34 m between each other. The working conditions are 

extremely difficult. Tunneling is being done in poor geology with a powder factor of 0.8 

kg/cum which is lower than 1.4 kg/cum which is standard for other tunneling projects in the 

Himalayan region.  

 Another major highlight of the project is an 823-m elevated viaduct which is the longest 

such structure on this highway.  
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LINKING PIN: 

NATIONAL HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIA (NHAI) 

National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) was set up under NHAI Act, 1988. It is under the 

administrative control of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways. 

It has been entrusted with the National Highways Development Project, along with other minor projects 

for development, maintenance and management. 

NHAI has mandated development of about 27,500 km of national highways under Bharatmala Pariyojna 

Phase-I. 

INDIAN OIL’S SMART TERMINAL FOR PETRO PRODUCTS  

Himachal Pradesh’s entire requirement of petroleum products would be met in the state itself, as Indian 

Oil Corporation has commissioned a Smart POL (petroleum, oils, and lubricants) terminal at Una 

having storage capacity of 85,800 kilolitres.  

 Currently, the state’s requirement is catered to by Ambala and Jalandhar depots.  

 Currently, the trial run is being conducted and once operational, the new terminal will prove to be 

a milestone.  

 The terminal, located nearly 200 km from Shimla, would be strategic storage point for defence to 

meet annual winter fuel stocking in Leh and Ladakh and en route Pathankot to Srinagar besides 

for defence posts at Karu, Nima, Upshi and Kyari via Rohtang Pass. 

 Under advance winter stocking, approximately 50,000 kilolitres of petroleum products would be 

supplied to the Ladakh region when road links open through Rohtang and Zoji La passes. 

 In the terminal, Tank-Truck (TT) filling operation will be fully automated from its entry to exit 

from the terminal.  

 A centralised automated system takes care of all the core operations, thus enabling manpower 

to focus only on the critical maintenance and safety-related support and engaging qualitatively 

with customers.  

 The deployment of technology makes these operations more efficient at reduced costs along 

with intelligent data reporting. 

 The company has successfully leveraged automation and technology in some of the existing 

terminals such as Ambala, Bathinda and Jalandhar. With the adoption of latest technology, the 

company aims to make all its POL storage locations operate automatically, providing comfort and 

convenience to all its channel partners. 

 The setting up of terminal not only reduces the transient time but also the transportation cost for 

the fuel pump owners. There are around 238 retail outlets in the state managed by Indian Oil 

Corporation out of total 450 fuel stations. 
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 An overall sales volume of 45,000 kilolitres per annum is expected from the terminal. The total 

estimated investment will be Rs 507 crore. Currently, the state has two small terminals at 

Parwanoo and Kullu. Once the Una terminal is operational, the other two terminals will be 

closed.  

 During 2018-19, Indian Oil had invested heavily in plants and machinery with approximately Rs 

505 crore worth of investments in the depots and terminal and LPG for procuring machinery and 

augmenting plant infrastructure. 
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II.  ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT SECTION  

WILDLIFE 

“SECURE HIMALAYAS” PROJECT 

The Government of India and United Nations Development Programme, with support from the Global 

Environment Facility, are implementing a new programme in the high altitude Himalayas entitled 

“SECURE Himalayas – Securing livelihoods, conservation, sustainable use and restoration of high 

range Himalayan ecosystems”, to ensure conservation of locally and globally significant biodiversity, 

land and forest resources in the high Himalayan ecosystem, while enhancing the lives and livelihoods of 

local communities. 

Objective: 

To ensure conservation of locally and globally significant biodiversity, land and forest resources in high 

Himalayan ecosystem spread over four states of Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir (now UT), 

Uttarkhand and Sikkim. 

Key Components:  

o The project was launched in the background of increasing habitat degradation, fragmentation of 

area which is increasing due to the high dependence of the local communities on the natural 

resources and unplanned infrastructure.  

o The project is 6 years long and is meant for specific landscapes including Changthang (Jammu 

and Kasmir), Lahaul – Pangi and Kinnaur (Himachal Pradesh), Gangotri – Govind and 

Darma – Byans Valley in Pithoragarh (Uttarakhand) and Kanchenjunga – Upper Teesta Valley 

(Sikkim). 

o Conservation of key biodiversity areas and their effective management to secure long-term 

ecosystem resilience, habitat connectivity and conservation of snow leopard and other endangered 

species and their habitats. 

o Securing sustainable community livelihoods and natural resource management in high range 

Himalayan ecosystems. 

o Enhancing enforcement, monitoring and cooperation to reduce wildlife crime and related threats. 

LINKING PIN 

SNOW LEOPARD: 

 It is listed as vulnerable in IUCN red list. 

 It is threatened by poaching and habitat destruction following infrastructural developments. 
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 It inhabits alpine and subalpine zones at elevations from 3,000 to 4,500 m (9,800 to 14,800 ft), 

ranging from eastern Afghanistan, the Himalayas and the Tibetan Plateau, to southern Siberia, 

Mongolia, and western China. In the countries in the northern part of its range, it also lives at 

lower elevations. 

ENDANGERED SNOW LEOPARDS IN HIMACHAL 

Himachal Pradesh has become the first state in the country to complete population estimation of 

snow leopard and its wild prey.  

Snow leopards live in several Himalayan states of India, but a scientific estimate of their population has 

never been made before anywhere in the country because snow leopards live in remote, high-altitude 

regions and are elusive by nature. 

AGENCIES INVOLVED 

The assessment of snow leopard population had been completed by the state wildlife wing in 

collaboration with the Nature Conservation Foundation (NCF), Bangalore, following the protocol 

aligning with the SPAI (Snow Leopard Population Assessment in India) protocols of the Union 

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change. 

A similar assessment is underway in several other states/UT including Uttarakhand, Jammu and Kashmir, 

Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh, with Himachal now becoming the first state to complete it. 

PROCEDURE 

 This study covered the entire potential snow leopard habitat of Himachal Pradesh: an area of 

26,112 square kilometres, utilising a stratified sampling design. 

 Camera trapping surveys were conducted at 10 sites to representatively sample all the strata i.e. 

high, low and unknown.  

 The camera trap deployment over the mountainous terrains was led by a team of eight young 

persons from Kibber village and more than 70 frontline staff of the forest department were 

trained in this technique as part of the project.  

FEATURES AND FINDINGS OF ASSESSMENT 

 The number of the endangered animal in the state is 73. 

 It is the first scientifically robust estimate of snow leopards and its prey for the state.  

 Snow leopard is the state animal.  

 The study covered the entire potential snow leopard habitat: an area of 26,112 sq km utilising a 

stratified sampling design.  

 Snow leopards were detected at all the 10 sites (Bhaga, Chandra, Bharmour, Kullu, Miyar, Pin, 

Baspa, Tabo, Hangrang and Spiti) suggesting that snow leopards are found in the entire snow 
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leopard habitat in Himachal Pradesh either as resident individuals of a population or as dispersing 

individuals navigating through these connecting habitats. 

 The exercise revealed that snow leopard density ranged from 0.08 to 0.37 individuals per 100 sq 

km with the trans-Himalayan regions of Spiti, Pin valley and upper Kinnaur recording the 

highest densities, both of the predator and its prey, mainly ibex and blue sheep. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

 Such long-term studies could prove very useful in detecting the effects of conservation at the 

ground level and Himachal Pradesh could also be an example for other states. 

 The assessment will serve as a robust baseline for the wildlife wing for long-term monitoring 

of the snow leopard landscape. 

BANNING CAR RALLIES IN SNOW LEOPARD HABITATS 

Concerned for the safety of snow leopards and other endangered wildlife species that descend down to 

lower areas after winter snowfall, the Spiti administration imposed a complete ban on car rallies in 

major sanctuary areas. 

 It has been seen that various travel agencies organise car rallies, especially during winter season, 

in Spiti valley, which passes through snow leopard landscapes of Kibber wildlife sanctuary. 

 Animals like snow leopards, blue sheeps, Himalayan serows and ibexs descend down to lower 

elevation after snowfall in higher regions.  

 February and March is the mating season for snow leopards. 

 Passage of heavy vehicular traffic is not only disturbing the natural habitats of the animals, but it 

will also adversely affect the procreation of snow leopards, which are highly endangered species. 

 The Additional District Magistrate (ADM) imposed a ban on car rallies in Kibber wildlife 

sanctuary through Lidang, Demul, Komic, Hikkim and Langcha village areas and from Rangrik 

bridge to Chicham via Kee and Kibber villages with immediate effect.  

 Any violation of this order will attract legal action under Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 and 

Section 188 of CrPC (Code of Criminal Procedure). 

 Both state and Centre are making efforts for conservation of these wild animals through different 

projects and programmes.  

 The heavy rush of the vehicles and their loud sounds are disturbing the wild animals.  

 Kibber sanctuary is home to snow leopard and many other rare species.  

 Snow leopard sighting tours in winter season are one of the major sources of income for local 

residents.  
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 The car rallies are posing threat to the wild animals and will also indirectly hit the snow leopard 

sighting tours.  

 A large number of tourists visit Spiti to experience the winter season, photography and snow 

leopard sighting. In recent times, a trend of “snow rally” has become very popular where tourists 

enjoy driving through the snow-covered landscapes after making a long queue of four-wheel-

drive vehicles. 

 As density of snow leopard is high in the Area from Chicham to Demul via Kibber, Kee and 

Komic villages, the administration had to take a tough stand for wildlife conservation.  

LINKING PIN  

KIBBER WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 

The Kibber Wildlife Sanctuary  established in 1992, is located on the bank of Spiti River and it is India’s 

only cold desert wild life sanctuary. Spread over 1400 sq km, it is connected by roads to Kibber, Langza 

and Lhalung villages. Kibber village is situated on the periphery of the sanctuary.  It is home for rare 

animals like ibex, snow leopard, blue sheep and birds like snow cock, bearded eagle griffons. 

The vegetation here is sparse and have high medicinal properties. This sanctuary has been extensively 

surveyed by C.P. Kala for distribution of plants and their indigenous uses as established by the amchis - 

the practitioners of Tibetan medical systems. 

HIMALAYAN SEROW 

A Himalayan Serow has been sighted for the first time in the Himalayan cold desert region.  

 A biologist has described a Himalayan Serow as resembling a cross between a goat, a donkey, a 

cow, and a pig.  

 It’s a medium-sized mammal with a large head, thick neck, short limbs, long, mule-like ears, and 

a coat of dark hair. 

 There are several species of serows, and all of them are found in Asia.  

 The Himalayan Serow, or Capricornis sumatraensis thar, is restricted to the Himalayan region. 

Taxonomically, it is a subspecies of the mainland serow (Capricornis sumatraensis). 

 Himalayan Serows are herbivores, and are typically found at altitudes between 2,000 metres and 

4,000 metres (6,500 to 13,000 feet).  

 They are known to be found in Eastern, Central, and Western Himalayas, but not in the Trans 

Himalayan region. 

 The animal was spotted by locals and wildlife officials at a riverside rocky wall near Hurling 

village in Spiti, Himachal Pradesh, on December11, 2020. It was again sighted in the area on 

December 13, 2020. 
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 This is the first recorded human sighting of the Serow in Himachal Pradesh. The animal has 

been spotted a few times earlier in the state, but that has always been through camera traps. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF SIGHTING OF THE SEROW 

Spiti lies in the cold mountain desert region of the western Himalaya, and its valley floor has an average 

elevation of 4,270 metres above sea level. 

Serows are generally not found at this altitude, and never before has a serow been seen in the Himalayan 

cold desert. Wildlife officials believe this particular animal may have strayed into the Spiti valley from 

the Rupi Bhaba Wildlife Sanctuary in adjoining Kinnaur. 

It is otherwise a very elusive animal, and few people have ever caught so much as a glimpse of it. So far 

only two sightings through camera traps have been managed in the Tirthan valley. 

The animal has also been spotted in the Rupi Bhaba Wildlife Sanctuary, and in the higher reaches of 

Chamba district.  

STATUS OF SEROW  

 According to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Himalayan serows 

have experienced significant declines in population size, range size and habitat in the last decade, 

and this is expected to continue due to intensive human impact. 

 Previously assessed as ‘near threatened’, the Himalayan serow is now been categorised as 

‘vulnerable’ in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 

 It is listed under Schedule I of The Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, which provides absolute 

protection. 

LINKING PIN  

RUPI BHABA WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 

Situated in the lap of Shrikhand mountains of the Dhauladhar range of Himalayas is the Rupi- Bhaba 

Wildlie Sanctuary. The sanctuary is named after Rupi and Bhaba Valleys of Lower Kinnaur, on upper 

reaches of which most of the 503 sq. km area of Sanctuary lies. Though the elevation in the Sanctuary 

area ranges from 2000m-6000m, the Sanctuary is locally well known for its extensive alpine pastures as 

well as the numerous treks, trails and passes that connect it with the neighboring Great Himalayan 

National Park and Pin Valley National Park. 
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HIMALAYAN GRAY LANGUR SPECIES  

The endangered Himalayan gray langur (Semnopithecus ajax), also known as Chamba sacred 

langur and Kashmir gray langur, is fighting for survival.  

 The langur has a dwindling population of less than 250 mature individuals, according to a study 

conducted by Wildlife Information Liaison Development Society after a gap of 84 years. 

 This species of leaf-eating primates found between Kashmir and Chamba region of Himachal 

Pradesh was in 2008 classified as endangered in the IUCN red list of threatened species. 

 The study found less than 250 mature individuals and their occupancy range was 500 square km 

in Chamba region.  

 The last study of Chamba langur was conducted in 1928 and there was no specific data available 

about them. 

 First described in 1928 from a skin specimen by Reginald Innes Pocock from Chamba, this 

species has since remained virtually unknown to primatologists in the subcontinent. 

 Detailed and well-informed distribution assessments have confined the species to the Chamba 

Valley, implying endemism. 

 The interesting and distinguishing feature of the Himalayan Grey Langur is the adult male’s 

shoulder mane. The males and females have long fur giving them a puffy, bushy appearance. 

                                  

THREATS  

 The langur occupies the sub-alpine moist deciduous forests of the Western Himalayas of 

Chamba, with an estimated occupancy range 500 sq km and a population of about 250 mature 

individuals.  

 Chamba sacred langur’s endemism to Chamba has in effect earned Chamba Valley the 

Alliance for Zero Extinction Site status.  
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 The Himalayan langur faces its own survival threats and population pressures ranging from 

fragmentation, deforestation, forest fires, retaliatory killing due to crop raiding, expanding 

horticulture, and the growing antagonism towards the langurs due to their cropraiding 

behaviour. 

The langur distribution, its dietary preference, behaviour, and their role in the ecosystem services of the 

Western Himalayan ecology is yet to be understood and appreciated thereby justifying detailed research 

on the langurs. 

HIMALAYAN GREY LANGUR PROJECT 

 Himalayan Grey Langur Project is an initiative to understand biology and ecological role of 

the langur through thorough scientific field research.  

 One of its main objectives is to understand the real time conservation threats confronting these 

langurs, including human langur relationship and to establish a holistic stakeholder-run 

participatory conservation initiative in the region. 

LINKING PIN  

RED LIST  

The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, is the world's most comprehensive inventory of the 

global conservation status of plant and animal species. 

o It uses a set of quantitative criteria to evaluate the extinction risk of species. These 

criteria are relevant to most species and all regions of the world. 

o The IUCN Red List Categories define the extinction risk of species 

assessed. Nine categories extend from NE (Not Evaluated) to EX (Extinct). Critically 

Endangered (CR), Endangered (EN) and Vulnerable (VU) species are considered to be 

threatened with extinction. 

o It is recognized as the most authoritative guide to the status of biological diversity. 

o It is also a key indicator for the SDGs and Aichi Targets. 
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MUSK DEER  

 After the sighting of a serow, a rare species of wildlife in the Spiti valley, now a Himalayan musk 

deer has been spotted in the Lahaul valley.  

 Officials in Lahaul-Spiti got into action to ensure the safety of the rare species.  

 The musk deer count was increasing in Lahaul-Spiti and they were spotted by villagers and forest 

officials over the past few years regularly during the winter. 

 Musk deer were on the verge of extinction in Lahaul-Spiti, but after the intervention of local 

Mahila Mandals, their count is on the rise. In 2012, the mandals banned hunting and decided to 

impose a fine on offenders and boycott them socially. 

 It curtailed the hunting in the valley at large. As a result, the count of ibex, a species of wild 

goat, which was also on the verge of extinction, is increasing rapidly. The movement of ibex can 

be noticed in Lahaul easily during winters. 

 Under the Wildlife Act, 1972 no one is allowed to disclose the exact location of such rare species, 

which may pose a threat to them.  

 During the winter, animals reach lower regions because of heavy snowfall in higher areas. During 

winters, poachers get active to kill animals. 

 For the protection of wildlife, adequate staff have been deployed for patrolling to check the 

hunting. The cooperation of Mahila Mandals is also commendable. 

MUSK DEER 

The alpine musk deer, Moschus chrysogaster, a small member of family Moschidae, is a primitive deer 
threatened due to poaching and habitat loss, and therefore classified as Endangered by IUCN and also 
listed in Appendix I of CITES.  

Although the species is legally protected in India under Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, conservation of 
the species requires better understanding of its distribution and resource-use pattern.  

Kedarnath Wildlife Sanctuary is one of the known remaining habitats for musk deer in India. 

It is also called the Kedarnath Musk Deer Sanctuary, is a wildlife sanctuary declared under Wildlife 

Protection Act, 1972 and located in Uttarakhand, India. Its alternate name comes from its primary 
purpose of protecting the endangered Himalayan Musk Deer. 

LINKING PIN  

THE CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES OF WILD 

FAUNA AND FLORA (CITES) 

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) is an 

international agreement to which States and regional economic integration organizations adhere 

voluntarily. 
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CITES was drafted as a result of a resolution adopted in 1963 at a meeting of members of the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

CITES entered into force in July 1975. Currently there are 183 Parties (include countries or regional 

economic integration organizations). 

Aim is to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten their 

survival. 

The CITES Secretariat is administered by UNEP (The United Nations Environment Programme) and is 

located at Geneva, Switzerland. 

Although CITES is legally binding on the Parties, it does not take the place of national laws. 

 

PROTECTING ENDANGERED CHAMURTHI HORSES 

With constant efforts and battle against all odds, Himachal government has been successful in 

conserving and rebounding Chamurthi horse breed which was among those horse breeds that were in 

danger of becoming extinct a few years back. 

 The Chamurthi breed known for better ability and endurance skills is found in the upper 

mountainous areas of Himachal mainly in snow bound Spiti valley at least as early as the Indus 

Valley (Harappan) civilization. 

 This breed is one of the six recognized breeds of Indian horses which is known for its stamina 

and surefootedness during high-altitude journeys, which remains covered with snow in most part 

of the year. 

 It has been used by the Tibetans, Ladhakhis and Spitians for war and to carry their goods and is 

widely used for various domestic and commercial use in Kullu, Lahaul and Spiti and Kinnaur 

area of the Himachal and adjoining states. 

FORMATION OF FARM 

 The Animal Husbandry Department set up a horse breeding farm in the year 2002, in Lari 

(Spiti), to save and conserve snow horses and bring them to the fore.  

 This farm is one kilometre away from Spiti river and is being used for propagation of this 

versatile breed of horses popular with royalty and farmers alike. 

 Presently, this breeding farm has been divided into three separate units having capacity of 20 

horses in each unit and one stallion shed having capacity of four horses. It is being run on 82 

bighas and 12 Biswa land. 

 The department is also utilizing local surrounding village land for pasturing objectives of saving 

this endangered species. 
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 With the establishment of this breeding farm and after years of breeding programmes, the 

population of this fiery wild heritage breed, which was once on the verge of getting extinct, has 

been steadily increased. 

 Their population has now touched a high figure of around four thousand in Himachal Pradesh 

at present. 

 Around 25 veterinarian and supportive staff of animal husbandry department equipped with 

necessary medicines, machines and other infrastructural facilities are contributing towards the 

conservation efforts of this species in Lari farm and around 67 horses both young and adult are 

being reared in this breeding farm out of which 23 stallions and 44 broodmares both young and 

adults are being reared in the farm. 

 The majority of the yearlings produced each year are sold to the locals and individual buyers 

through auction by the Animal Husbandry department. 

 The Average market value of one full grown horse of 4-5 years of age is currently 30- 40 

thousand rupees. The highest cost of these horses three years back was recorded at Rs. 75 

thousand. 

 On an average, maximum 15 mares conceive in a year depending on the population and climate 

and pasture, a foal is born 11-12 months after conception while weaning is done once it 

completes its one year of age. 

 Breeding is also being done under strict supervised operation by veterinarian experts. 

 A foal is registered after one month of birth and is separated from its mother and shifted to 

another shed when it is six months old. The foal is sold only when it is one year old and due to 

old age and overpopulation the department is auctioning only mares. 

 Apart from this, for the up-keeping and rearing of other horse breeds and to restore these animals 

to their once important place in our tradition/ history the department is spending around 35 lakh 

rupees per year to run this farm smoothly. 

 The state has also been ranked at the top among the leading stallion charts and has been 

successful in consistently producing classic horses. 

 The success and popularity of Chamurthi horses can be easily measured by various awards won 

during International Lavi and Ladarcha fairs and other exhibitions from time to time in recent 

years. 

 Chamurthi horses saw a rapid decline in population in recent decades due to the expanding road 

network in the Himalayas which replaced the use of these horses with motorised vehicles. 

 One peculiar characteristic of Spiti horses is that their colour changes from dark to light as they 

grow old.  
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 According to a legend among the people of Spiti and Kinnaur, this breed of horse is a descendent 

of a wild horse which used to inhabit the alpine region of Spiti, Ladakh and Tibet. 

BREEDING CENTRE FOR GADDI DOGS 

 A breeding and conservation project for Indian Panther Hound, known for guarding 

encampments and livestock from predators, is set to begin in the picturesque valleys of Himachal 

Pradesh.  

 In a first-of-its-kind initiative, the Himachal government will set up a ‘Conservation Cum 

Propagation Centre’ for Indian Panther Hound or ‘Gaddi dog’.  

 The Centre will be established at College of Veterinary and Animal Sciences (COVAS), 

Palampur in Kangra district.  

 The project is aimed at scientific breeding of Gaddi dogs to conserve their pure germplasm.  

 Under the project, the institute will conduct the study on phenotypic and molecular 

characterization of Gaddi dogs and the proposed breeding centre would also act as a 

commercialized venture by selling the pups of pure breed to the animal lovers.  

 The Gaddi dog ‘Conservation cum Propagation unit’ will be established on scientific lines 

and adopting all measures pertaining to animal welfare. Pure breed Gaddi male and females 

would be procured from the Gaddi nomads or other sources and will be maintained under 

scientific management practices after initial screening for any possible communicable diseases at 

the Centre.  

 At the Centre, all standard breeding, feeding, health and management protocols would be 

followed. After establishing the unit, the surplus pups of this breed will be provided to the 

interested animal lovers.  

 Gaddi dogs in their breeding tract will be evaluated for the breed characteristics by taking 

physical and morphometric measurements. Blood samples will also be collected for the molecular 

characterization of this breed at the Centre.  

 With the declining trend of nomadic lifestyle of Gaddi sheep and goat rearers, the population of 

Gaddi dogs is also decreasing at an alarming rate in the region and it has become difficult to find 

a purebred Gaddi dog in the pockets of Western Himalayas. The Gaddi dog is a breed of 

Himalayan dogs named after the nomadic Gaddi shepherds who used to rear them.  

 The Gaddi dog, reared by shepherds as a guard dog accompanying flocks of sheep and goats, is 

also known for its fighting capabilities with snow leopards.  

 The breed is mainly found in northern India, especially the states in the Western Himalayan 

Region (Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Kashmir).  
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 As per estimates, the population of Gaddi dogs is less than 1000 now. Most of them do not 

correspond to pure breed characters and are mixed type and it is very difficult to find a pure 

Gaddi dog in the field now. Around State, Gaddi dog breed is now endangered. 

 The very cultural setting that once provided for the development and maintenance of shepherd 

dogs is now itself largely gone and can no longer foster the animal genetic resources that it 

spawned. 

CONSERVATION AND BREEDING INITIATIVE FOR WESTERN 

TRAGOPANS 

Six captive-bred Western Tragopans experienced their flight to freedom in the hills of Himachal 

Pradesh as they were released into the wild, in a first such global effort since the conservation and 

breeding programme for this species began in the 1980s in the state.  

 Two pairs and two chicks of Western Tragopan raised in the Conservation Breeding Centre in 

Sarahan, district Shimla have been released in Sarkan area at Daranghati Wildlife 

Sanctuary.  

 Each of them is fitted with very-high frequency (VHF) radio tags that will allow the Himachal 

Forest Department to monitor their movements and survival in the forest.  

 The population of Western Tragopan, a brilliantly-coloured Asian pheasant species, hovers on the 

brink of extinction globally and is estimated to be less than 3500.  

 The bird, locally known as Jujurana, is also the state bird of Himachal Pradesh.  

 After almost two decades of grit and determination, two families of Western Tragopans raised in 

Sarahan Pheasantry have been released into the wild with an aim to re-establish their population 

in their natural habitat.  

 It is for the first time in the world that Western Tragopans have been successfully 

reintroduced into the wild under a conservation and breeding programme.  

 The six birds including two chicks were soft-released into the nearby Daranghati Wildlife 

Sanctuary.  

 A soft-release is a precursor to the full release and helps the birds in adapting to the area’s 

climate and environment.  

The site of release in the sanctuary is around 3000 metres above sea level. The species inhabits the high-

altitude temperate forests at elevations between 2400- 3200 m.  

LINKING PIN: 

 The conservation and breeding programme (Sarahan Pheasantry) for the species began in the 

1980s. 
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 In 2007, the Sarahan Pheasantry was formally designated as Western Tragopan Conservation 

Breeding Centre.  

 The breeding Centre currently has around 45 Tragopans.  

 The captive birds are housed in enclosures and breeding aviaries which try to recreate natural 

surroundings of the species, and the birds are fed a diet principally containing vegetative matters 

in the form of a mixture of fruits, vegetables, greens and sprouts. 

 Notably, the Western Tragopans are notified as vulnerable species on the IUCN (International 

Union for Conservation of Nature) red list of threatened birds globally.  

 Tragopans are also among the five species of birds from Himachal which were listed under 

species of high conservation concern by ‘State of India’s Birds 2020’ report. 

 A global population of up to 5000 individuals was estimated in 1995 but in the recent estimates 

by BirdLife International in 2017, the number of Tragopans was suggested to be fewer than 3500.  

 The wildlife experts attribute the decline in numbers to habitat degradation, hunting, extensive 

grazing of the forest by livestock and change in land-use practices.  

 The bird species is stated to have a disjunct distribution in the Northwest Himalayas from 

Pakistan to Northwest India including Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh and the western parts of 

Uttarakhand.  

 In Himachal, the first attempts for keeping and breeding Western Tragopan in captivity were 

carried out in the early 1990s.  

 The first captive breeding of the species was reported in 1993, from a pair of wild-born rescued 

birds. 

 

CHEER PHEASANT CONSERVATION BREEDING PROJECT 

Eleven Cheer Pheasants, a threatened Pheasant species, bred in captivity in Himachal are all set to spread 

their wings and fly in the wild.  

 The Cheer Pheasant Conservation Breeding Center at Chail has soft released the captive-bred 

species including six adults and five chicks at Seri village in district Shimla, with an aim to re-

establish the population of Cheer Pheasants in areas where their number have declined due to 

various reasons including human disturbances.  

 Three families of the species were transported from the breeding centre and shifted to soft-release 

pens, where they will stay for about two weeks before the final release into the wild.  

 A soft-release is a precursor to an actual release into the forest area and helps the birds in 

adapting to the area’s climate and environment.  

 This would be the second time that the captive- bred Cheer Pheasants will be introduced in the 

forest. In October, 2019, 13 Cheer Pheasants were released in the forest in rural Shimla and out of 

them, two had survived for more than 300 days.  

 The Cheer Pheasant is a large bird with a long and broad, barred tail, red facial skin, a 

prominent crest, grayish plumage and proportionally short legs.  
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 The adult birds aged between four-eight years are fitted with very high frequency (VHF) radio 

collars that will allow the Himachal Forest Department to monitor their movement in the forest.  

 The breeding centre at Khadiyun, Chail, which is also the natural habitat of the Cheer 

Pheasant, currently has 56 birds being raised in enclosures.  

 Cheer Pheasants, locally called chaidh, is particularly associated with areas having steep slopes 

and scattered trees, especially where rocky cliffs and ravines are present. They usually prefer 

terrain with steep gradients that are characterised by a combination of low shrubs and tall, dense 

grass.  

 Notably, Cheer Pheasants are found in India, Pakistan and Nepal.  

 The altitude range for the species varies from the subtropical pine forests to sub-alpine meadow 

zones at about 1200 m to 3000 m in Himachal Pradesh. 

 Himachal alone represents seven species of Pheasants out of total seventeen species found in 

India and fifty one species found in the whole of the world.  

 Out of seven, two species namely Western Tragopan and Cheer Pheasants have been declared 

‘vulnerable’ and are listed in IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) red list 

of threatened birds globally.  

 The Cheer Pheasant is included in Schedule-1 of protected species under the Wildlife 

Protection Act, 1972.  

 According to the Himachal Pradesh Forest Department, in April 1979, there were approximately 

40 pairs of Cheer pheasants in Chail WildLife Sanctuary at an average density of 6 pairs / Km2. 

This population apparently declined by around 50 percent between 1979 and 1983. Their global 

population is stated to be less than 2,700 birds.  

 The major threats to Cheer Pheasants are hunting, forest fires, grazing and fodder collection forest 

fires pose a major threat as it mostly occurs during the breeding season. 

LINKING PIN  

THE INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE (IUCN) 

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is the world’s oldest and largest global 

environmental organisation. Founded in 1948, it is the largest professional global conservation network. 

The Union’s headquarters are located in Gland, near Geneva, in Switzerland. 

o Governance by a Council elected by member organizations every four years at the IUCN World 

Conservation Congress. 

o Funded by governments, bilateral and multilateral agencies, foundations, member organisations 

and corporations. 

o Official Observer Status at the United Nations General Assembly. 
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FUNCTIONS: 

Conserving biodiversity is central to the mission of IUCN. The main areas of function are: 

o Science – The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 

o Action – Hundreds of conservation projects all over the world. 

o Influence – Through the collective strength of more than 1,200 government and non-

governmental Member organizations. 

 

NEW ANIMAL SPECIES 

Nine new animal species were discovered in Himachal Pradesh in 2019, out of which one has been 

named after a high school student, according to a report, Animal Discoveries 2019, by the Zoological 

Survey of India (ZSI).  

 The new animals discovered include a fish, two types of wasps, a caddisfly, a moth and four true 

bugs. One of the true bugs, Pealius satakshiae, has been named after a high school student, 

Satakshi, "who first indicated the occurrence of this species" in Chail wildlife sanctury.  

 The fish was found in Simbalbara in Sirmaur district of the state. The fish, Garra 

simbalbaraensis, has been named after the river.  

 According to the report, a new species of wasp has been named after the director of ZSI, Dr 

Kailash Chandra while another has been named as Isolia bhima, after the "giant among the 

Pandava brothers in Mahabharata".  

 Besides these nine species, new records of five other species were also discovered in the state. 

This means that the species, while recorded in other parts of the world, have been found for the 

first time in India.  

 These include a fly found in Nagar Castle in Kullu and two species of flies in Jubbal and an 

amoeba-like organism and a single-cell organism, found in Sangla valley. 

 Among the discoveries in 2019, one true bug found in Tamil Nadu was also named after Prime 

Minister of India.  

 The animals discovered in the state include a fish, moth, caddisfly, two wasps, and four true bugs. 

Insects in the order Hemiptera, also called ‘true’ bugs, include plant bugs, cicadas, bed bugs, 

aphids etc.  

 Three other true bug species were discovered in the state, including one in Palampur and 

another in Lahaul’s Dalang Maidan at an altitude of 3,300 metres above the sea level.  
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 A caddisfly was discovered at an altitude of 2,100 in Panchpulla in Dalhousie, and specimens of a 

new moth originally discovered in Uttarakhand were also found in the state.  

 In Kinnaur’s Sangla valley, an amoeba-like organism named Cyclopyxis leidy earlier known 

from France and Indonesia was reported for the first time in India.  

 Sangla also reported a new record of another single-celled organism, Assulina quadratum, 

earlier known from parts of Europe. Across the country, 368 new animal species were discovered 

in 2019, including 294 invertebrates and 74 vertebrates.  

 In Kerala, a new fish was named after Gollum, a fictional character from JRR Tolkien’s Lord of 

the Rings, while another one was named Pangio bhujia after the popular Indian snack.  

 The report said that during the last decade, nearly 2,500 species have been discovered in India, a 

mega-biodiverse country.  

 The total faunal diversity in India now comprises around 1.02 lakh species which is 6.5 per 

cent of the global diversity. 

LINKING PIN  

ZOOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA (ZSI)  

The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), founded on 1 July 1916 by Government of India Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change, as premier Indian organisation in zoological research and 

studies to promote the survey, exploration and research of the fauna in the country. 

Its genesis began as Museum of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (1814-1875) and Zoological Section of the 

Indian Museum (1875-1916) in Kolkata. 

Initially, the ZSI had eight regional centres across India. At present, it has 16 regional centres spread 

across the country. Its headquarters are at Kolkata. 

Due to its contribution, one member of the Zoological Survey of India is included in the teams that go for 

expeditions in Antarctica. 

ZSI publishes Red Data Book on Indian Animals. It was first published in 1983 and is similar to Red Data 

Book published by IUCN. 
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CHAIL WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 

Sprawling over an area of 110 sq. km, Chail Wildlife Sanctuary is a pretty large sanctuary located in 

Chail and is the abode of many rich varieties of wildlife. Chail Sanctuary was established in the year 

1976 and from that period it was declared as a protected area under the concern of Government. 

 

BIRD FLU SURVEILLANCE  

In a bid to avert any risk of avian influenza virus (H5NI) in Himachal, the State’s Forest Department 

launched active surveillance and monitoring at Pong Dam Lake, which is known as migratory birds’ 

paradise. 

 The bird flu scare comes amid Covid-19 pandemic outbreak across the world.  Hundreds of 

thousands of birds are being culled in countries in Europe and East Asia as both regions are 

grappling with an outbreak of highly pathogenic avian influenza. 

 Notably, the hill state- Himachal is among the worst affected states due to Covid-19 pandemic in 

the country. 

 The teams of forest guards and other field staff deputed at Pong wetland have been directed to 

keep a strict vigil and report to the office in case of death of any migratory bird. The samples of 

faecal droppings of migratory birds will be collected for bird flu testing. 

 Escaping extreme winter chill in their summer habitat and braving the high snow-laden peaks 

of Himalayas, lakhs of migratory birds from Central Asia and Siberian reach Pong Dam every 

year. 

 The samples of blood, faecal or throat swab of the birds were collected for the disease 

investigation. 

 There have been sporadic reports of outbreaks of avian related diseases like bird flu in the past 

years, which can be communicable to human beings. Earlier this year, a bird flu outbreak was 

reported in parts of Kerala and Karnataka. 

AVIAN INFLUENZA OR BIRD FLU 

It is a highly contagious viral disease caused by Influenza Type A viruses which generally affects 

poultry birds such as chickens and turkeys. There are many strains of the virus – some of them are 

mild and may merely cause a low egg production or other mild symptoms among chickens, while 

others are severe and lethal. 

PROCESS OF SPREAD OF BIRD FLU 

Wild aquatic birds such as ducks and geese are the natural reservoir of Influenza A viruses and the 

central players in the ecology of these viruses. 
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Many birds carry the flu without developing sickness, and shed it in their droppings. Since birds 

excrete even while flying, they provide “a nice aerosol of influenza virus, shedding it all over the 

world. 

From water birds, many of whom migrate and travel long distances, the viruses are thus further 

spread to poultry and terrestrial birds. Sometimes, the virus jumps over to mammals such as pigs, 

horses, cats and dogs. 

 

LINKING PIN  

PONG DAM WETLAND 

PONG DAM WETLAND, known as ‘Birding Paradise’, is currently hosting migratory birds of different 

species namely Eurasian Coot, Northern Pintail, Common Teal, Northern Shoveler, Common Pochard, 

Tufted Duck, Black-headed Gull, Brown-headed Gull, Little Ringed Plover, Ruddy Shelduck, Gadwal, 

Eurasian Wigeon, Green Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper, Pallas’s Gull, Gull-billed Tern, Great Cormorant, 

Osprey, White Wagtail among many others. 

The Pong Dam, about 100 kms from Dharamshala, is known as Pong Reservoir, Pong Dam Lake and the 

Maharana Pratap Sagar.  

The site is a well-known wildlife sanctuary and one of the international wetland sites declared in India by 

the Ramsar Convention. 
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ANNUAL WATER BIRD COUNT 

Over a lakh migratory water birds arrived at the Pong Dam Lake Wildlife Sanctuary, Kangra district 

in Himachal Pradesh this winter, the annual bird count at the wetland has revealed.  

Thousands of migratory birds died at the lake due to an outbreak of bird flu in December, 2020 but the 

disease has largely been contained now, with only a few or zero mortalities being reported each day. 

The annual count has brought cheer to the avian enthusiasts and ornithologists, who had expressed 

apprehensions over the declining number of avian species at Pong wetland after the deaths of more than 

five thousand birds due to avian influenza H5N1. 

FINDINGS: 

 According to the census conducted by the Wildlife wing of Himachal Forest Department, a 

total of 1,08,578 birds of 96 species were counted during February 2021, a decline of just six 

percent in total number as compared to 1,15,701 birds of 114 species recorded at the waterbody 

in 2019. 

 The bird census found 1,08,578 birds of 96 species at the wetland, including: 

o 1,01,431 migratory water birds of 51 species.  

o 6,433 resident water birds of 29 species. 

o A total of 714 birds of 16 other species were also recorded.  

 The total population of the flagship species, Bar Headed Geese, was 40,570 in 2020 as compared 

to 49,496 in 2019. 

 During census 2020, the Pong Lake had recorded an increase by 68 percent in the number of Bar-

Headed Goose at 49,496 as compared to 29,443 in the 2018-19. 

 However, their number has declined this year as Bar-Headed Goose died in maximum numbers at 

Pong Lake due to bird flu. Among 5006 migratory birds of 38 species that have died till now due 

to the virus, 90 percent fatalities have been reported among Bar-Headed Goose. 

 The annual census was conducted under restrained conditions this year due to the bird flu 

outbreak and the Covid-19 pandemic. The wildlife wing deployed 57 staff members in 26 

sections of the sanctuary to count the birds. 

 Besides the Bar Headed Geese, other species having a high population at the wetland include: 

o Eurasian Coot (24,163)  

o Northern Pintail (12,702)  

o Common Teal (8,444)  

o Little Cormorant (3,649)  

o Great Cormorant (3,410)  
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o Grey Lag Goose (2,297)  

o Northern Shoveler (2,275) 

o Common Pochard (2,138).  

 The species which find noticeable mention are Red Necked Grebe, Great Bittern, Lesser 

White-Fronted Goose, Red Crested Pochard, Ferruginous Pochard, Pied Avocet, Northern 

Lapwing,Peregrine Falcon etc. During the counting exercise, one Bar-headed Goose and 

one Grey Lag Goose with collars was also spotted. 

 One Bar-headed Goose and one Grey Lag Goose were spotted with metal rings, which were 

placed on their legs by the staff of the Wildlife wing in 2019 with an aim to collect information 

on bird’s migratory patterns, survival rates and to monitor if any particular species show signs of 

decline. 

 The results of the annual water bird count conducted during this year shows that the habitat of 

migratory and resident water birds has gradually improved in the state due to effective and timely 

interventions. 

The Pong Dam is one of the largest man-made wetlands in northern India and is known as birds’ 

paradise as lakhs of migratory birds reach there every winter after flying thousands of miles from 

their native habitat in high-altitude lakes in Central Asia. 

NARGU WILDLIFE SANCTUARY: ECO-SENSITIVE ZONE 

 The 50-square kilometre area around the Nargu Wildlife Sanctuary in Himachal Pradesh has 

been declared as an eco-sensitive zone after the Centre has published a draft notification on this. 

 The areas under this eco-sensitive zone includes 17 revenue villages in Jogindernagar and 

Mandi forest divisions. The size of the eco-sensitive zone varies from zero to one kilometer 

around the sanctuary's boundary.   

 The extent of the zone is zero where the sanctuary is contiguous with the adjoining Dhauladhar 

wildlife sanctuary. 

 The draft notification issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has 

also invited objections, if any, from people within a stipulated time. 

 After the publication of the final notification, the Himachal Pradesh government will be required 

to prepare a master plan to regulate development in the eco-sensitive zone including commercial 

mining, setting up industries, hydro-electric plants or brick kilns.  
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IMPACT OF NOTIFICATION 

 The use of plastic bags and the release of untreated sewage into the eco-sensitive zone will be 

banned.  

 The draft notification said activities such as building hotels, civic infrastructure, felling trees and 

tourism will be regulated while there will be the promotion of rainwater harvesting and organic 

farming in the zone. 

 A monitoring committee will also be formed to oversee the effective implementation of the 

regulations. 

LINKING PIN  

NARGU WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 

Nargu Wildlife Sanctuary lies across the Uhl River in Mandi District of Himachal Pradesh. It was 

established in 1962 and later re-notified in 1974.  

The sanctuary harbours animals like leopards, barking deer, black bear, ghoral, jackal and birds such as 

Himalayan monal, white crested kalij. The flora found in the sanctuary includes deodar, kharsu, fir, 

maple, rhododendron, ban and several other tree species. 

 

MANAGEMENT EFFECTIVENESS EVALUATION OF PROTECTED 

AREAS OF INDIA 

Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change has released Management Effectiveness 

Evaluation (MEE) of 146 National Park and Wildlife Sanctuaries in the Country.  

 At present, India has a network of 903 Protected Areas in the country covering about 5% of the 

total geographic area of the country. The purpose of it was to assess the efficacy of Protected 

Areas, evaluation of management effectiveness. 

 The evaluation process was executed by the Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, in which  

nation-wide 146 National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries, including 13 protected areas of 

Himachal Pradesh, were assessed through a team of evaluators.  

 The score is given for various parameters including staff position, provision of financial 

resources, degree of protection, peoples’ participation and awareness of the communities towards 

the conservation values.  

 Against a national average of 62 percent Great Himalayan National Park (GHNP) and 

Tirthan Wild Life Sanctuary (WLS) scored a high of 84.17 percent while Sainj recorded 

82.5 percent. 
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 Currently, Himachal Pradesh has a network of 5 National Parks, 28 Wildlife Sanctuaries 

and 3 Conservation Reserves covering 8391.42 km2 which is 15 percent of the total 

geographical area of the state. 

TOP FIVE AND BOTTOM FIVE SCORED NP&WLS 

 

According to this Evaluation, three of the top five best managed Protected Areas in the country are 

from Himachal Pradesh.  

However, the Evaluation also mentioned weaknesses in management in these National Parks and Wildlife 

Sanctuaries 
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TOP TWO HIGHEST AND LOWEST SCORED NP&WLS IN FIVE REGIONS 

        

MANAGEMENT EFFECTIVENESS EVALUATION (MEE) 

Protected area (PA) management effectiveness evaluation (MEE) is defined as the assessment of how 

well NP&WLS are being managed—primarily, whether they are protecting their values and achieving the 

goals and objectives agreed upon. 

The term ‘management effectiveness’ reflects three main themes of PA management– 

o Design issues relating to both individual sites and PA systems. 

o The adequacy and appropriateness of management systems and processes. 

o Delivery of the objectives of NP&WLS, including conservation of values. 

 Management Effectiveness Evaluation (MEE) of Protected Areas (PAs) has emerged as a key tool for PA 

managers and is increasingly being used by governments and international bodies to understand the 

strengths and weaknesses of the protected area management systems. 

 MEE is a very important document that provides valuable guidance on various aspects of wildlife and 

Protected Areas. 
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 A new framework for MEE of Marine Protected Areas has been also jointly prepared by Wildlife Institute 

of India (WII) and Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC). 

NEED FOR MEE: 

In recent years there has been a general concern amongst Protected Areas  professionals and the public 

that many NP&WLS are failing to achieve their objectives and, in some cases, are actually losing the 

values for which they were established. 

As a result, improving the effectiveness of Protected Areas management has become a priority throughout 

the conservation community. Protected areas that are effectively managed generally lead to improved 

biodiversity outcomes. 

However, only 20% (21,743 NP&WLS) of the total coverage of protected areas reported in the World 

Database on Protested Areas (WDPA) has been assessed for management effectiveness according to 

the Global Database on Protected Areas Management Effectiveness. The result indicated that only 17.5% 

of the countries have achieved the 60% score of management effectiveness. 

Further, from this year onwards 10 best National Parks, 5 coastal and Marine parks and top five Zoos in 

the country will be ranked and awarded every year. 

LINKING PIN  

WILDLIFE INSTITUTE OF INDIA (WII) 

Wildlife Institute of India (WII) is an autonomous institution under the Union Ministry of Environment 

Forest and Climate Change. It is based in Chandrabani, Dehradun. 

Functions: It conducts specialised research in areas of study like Endangered Species, Biodiversity, 

Wildlife Management, Wildlife Policy, Wildlife Forensics, Habitat Ecology, Spatial Modelling, 

Ecodevelopment, and Climate Change. 

 

BIODIVERSITY 

BIODIVERSITY HERITAGE SITE: KAMRUNAG LAKE 

The Kamrunag lake, a famous religious and tourist place, and its surrounding areas in Mandi district is 

set to be declared as a biodiversity heritage site.  

 The Himachal Pradesh State Biodiversity Board has initiated an exercise in this regard.  

 Biodiversity heritage sites are well-defined areas that are unique, ecologically-fragile 

ecosystems – terrestrial and waters having rich biodiversity comprising richness of wild as 

well as domesticated species or intra-specific categories, high endemism, and the presence of 

rare and threatened species.  

 Multistakeholder Consultation:  Keeping in view the need to conserve a number of unique 

areas in the state, the State Biodiversity Board initiated the first step by organising a meeting at 

Gram Panchayat Soyal in Kullu district, while the second meeting was held in Mandi district.  
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 Discussions were held on the preparation of a management plan for the declaration of 800 to 

1,000 years old deodar forest on the periphery of the Jamdagni Temple at Soyal village in Kullu 

district as a biodiversity heritage site.  

 Similarly, once the Kamrunag lake and its surrounding areas are declared as a biodiversity 

heritage site, the board will provide protection for the unique trees as well as medicinal plants 

there. 

LINKING PIN 

THE HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE BIODIVERSITY BOARD 

Himachal Pradesh State Biodiversity Board has been constituted by Government of Himachal Pradesh in 

State Council for Science, Technology and Environment under Section 22 of the Biological Diversity Act, 

2002, for conservation of diversity, sustainable use of its components and fair and equitable sharing of 

the benefits arising out of the use of biological resources, knowledge and for matters connected herewith 

and incidental thereto in the State. 

 

PEOPLE'S BIODIVERSITY REGISTER 

Sirmaur has become the first district in the Himachal State to prepare a People's Biodiversity 

Register (PBR) in all biodiversity management committees (BMC) at the gram panchayat level. 

The activity was mandated by the National Green Tribunal (NGT) and was supposed to be completed 

before August 31, 2020. 

 The PBR document has taken into account traditional and local knowledge of use, status, 

history, changes and forces driving changes in the biodiversity resources, its benefits, losses and 

also people's perceptions of how these resources should be managed in all 228 gram panchayats. 

 It has pieced together significant area-specific information on biodiversity resources and 

ecological processes affecting them. The BMCs have prepared the PBR in consultation with the 

local people. 

 The register encapsulates comprehensive information on the availability of local biological 

resources, their medicinal use as well as their traditional knowledge. 

 The register was prepared after holding an extensive consultation with the public and local 

conservation practices prevalent in the villages. 

 An awareness had also been created among the local communities to prudently manage the local 

biodiversity resources as many of them faced extinction. 

 At least 15 types of medicinal herbs, which were rarely planted, had been recognised through this 

exercise. 

 Age-old traditions which existed in the remote panchayats were also documented. 
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 In several panchayats such as Bhagani in Paonta Sahib Block, plants are known by local names 

such as 'sain', 'haldu', 'sanan' and 'rehan'. Some medicinal plants such as 'booch', 'kuth', 'jhandoo' 

and 'kachoor' had also been identified. 

 Rare plant species had been identified in some places such as Chandni gram panchayat in 

Renuka Ji subdivision. This included 'bargad', 'sain', 'toon', 'jamun', 'pipal', 'amla', 'neem', 'gular', 

kachnar, etc. 

LINKING PIN 

BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES (BMC)  

As per the Biological Diversity Act 2002, BMCs are created for “promoting conservation, sustainable 

use and documentation of biological diversity” by local bodies across the country. 

Composition: 

It shall consist of a chairperson and not more than six persons nominated by the local body, of whom not 

less than one third should be women and not less than 18% should belong to the Scheduled Castes/ 

Scheduled Tribes. 

1. The Chairperson of the Biodiversity Management Committee shall be elected from amongst the 

members of the committee in a meeting to be chaired by the Chairperson of the local body. 

2. The chairperson of the local body shall have the casting votes in case of a tie. 

Functions: 

The main function of the BMC is to prepare People’s Biodiversity Register in consultation with the local 

people. The Register shall contain comprehensive information on availability and knowledge of local 

biological resources, their medicinal or any other use or any other. 

 

THE HIMALAYAN TRILLIUM: AN ENDANGERED HIMALAYAN HERB 

                                                         
Medicinal herb: Trillium govanianum is often called Nagchatri in local areas.  

The Himalayan trillium ( Trillium govanianum), a common herb of the Himalayas was declared ‘ 

endangered’ by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) .  

UTILITY   

 In recent years, the plant has become one of the most traded commercial plants of the Himalayan 

region, due to its high medicinal quality.   
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 It has been used in traditional medicine to cure diseases like dysentery, wounds, skin boils, 

inflammation, sepsis, as well as menstrual and sexual disorders.   

 Recent experiments have shown that the rhizome of the herb is a source of steroidal  saponins and 

can be used as an anticancer and anti-aging agent. This increased its market value and has now 

become an easy target for poachers.  

PREVALENCE  

 Found in temperate and sub-alpine zones of the Himalayas, at an altitude from 2,400-4,000 

metres above sea level, the existence of the plant has been traced across India, Bhutan, Nepal, 

China, Afghanistan and Pakistan.   

 In India, it is found in four states only- Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Sikkim, and 

Uttarakhand.  

 Often called Nagchatri, in local areas this herb grows to a height of 15-20 cm.  

REASONS  

 There are several factors threatening the survival of the plant such as over-exploitation, long life 

cycle - slow to reach reproductive maturity - and poor capacity for seed dispersal.  

 The highly specific habitat requirement, high trade value, and increasing market demand are all 

causing its decline.  

 The researchers note that in 2017, the herb was recorded as a medicinal plant traded from India. 

Since then its price has increased and sold at $50-315 per kilogram.  

EXPECTED OUTCOME  

Given the suspected rate of decline and an expected continued demand for rhizomes into the foreseeable 

future, population declines of at least 50% are expected to occur between 2010 and 2019. 

SOLUTIONS   

 To prevent its illegal trade, Implementation and enforcement of sustainable collection 

protocols and quotas are needed.   

 Designation of areas of natural habitat to local communities for management of harvest is the 

best option to control its illegal trade.   

 Further, the implantation of FairWild Standard (a set of ecological and fair trade guidelines) 

can help traders, and concerned agencies in the sustainable harvest and trade of the species.   

 Educational efforts including elevation of public awareness surrounding the threats to the 

species, and dissemination of best practices for harvest are also needed. 
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MESOZOIC ERA FOSSIL 

A Mesozoic geological era fossil, likely to be a tree, has been discovered near Kharapatthar in 

Himachal Pradesh’s Shimla district. It could either be a tree fossil or a geological formation, which 

could be confirmed by expert paleontologists. 

The Mesozoic era, of the age of dinosaurs, is divided into three time periods — Triassic (245-208 

million years ago), Jurassic (208-146 million years ago), and Cretaceous (146-65 million years ago). 

The tree fossil-like object was discovered by forest officials and Shimla-based fossil expert Dr Hari 

Chauhan, curator of state museum visited the site to confirm the presence of the fossil. However, he could 

not collect samples from the site due to heavy rain in the area. 

If this is a tree fossil, then it is very important from paleontology point of view. And, if this is a 

geological formation, then it is very important from geological perspective as it would give insight into 

the disturbances that occurred at the time of the formation of the Himalayas. 

 The samples would soon be collected and examined with help of experts from Geological Survey 

of India and Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology, Dehradun. 

 The area where the fossil has been found would be fenced as it very important to preserve it for 

research.  

 Tree fossils, measuring between 5 and 55 feet, have been found earlier in Barog, Jagjitnagar and 

Kasauli areas of Himachal Pradesh. In 2019, a 20-million-year-old fossil tree, which is 55-foot 

in length, was discovered in the tourist town of Kasauli. At the time, it was the longest preserved 

fossil tree trunk found in the Himalayas. 

The discovery of a 20-million-year-old fossil tree in Kasauli meant that that it was deposited close to the 

coast and now established presence of rhinoceros in the area meant that the elevation of Kasauli was not 

more then 200-500 metres above mean sea level. 

LINKING PIN  

WADIA INSTITUTE OF HIMALAYAN GEOLOGY 

Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology, Dehradun is an autonomous research institute for the study of 

Geology of the Himalaya under the Department of Science and Technology, Ministry of Science and 

Technology. It was established in June, 1968 in the Botany Department, Delhi University, the Institute 

was shifted to Dehradun, Uttrakhand during April, 1976. 

The institute also has three field search stations, at Naddi-Dharamshala, Dokriani Bamak Glacier 

Station, Uttarakand and at Itanagar in Arunachal Pradesh. 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA (GSI) 

It was set up in 1851 primarily to find coal deposits for the Railways. 



 
 

88 
 

Over the years, it has not only grown into a repository of geo-science information required in various 

fields in the country but has also attained the status of a geo-scientific organisation of international 

repute. 

The main functions of the GSI relate to creation and updation of national geo-scientific information and 

mineral resource assessment. 

It is headquartered in Kolkata and has six regional offices located at Lucknow, Jaipur, Nagpur, 

Hyderabad, Shillong and Kolkata. Every state has a state unit. 

Presently, GSI is an attached office to the Ministry of Mines. 

MARINE LIFE 

GOLDEN MAHSEER  

Golden Mahseer, an endangered fish species, has been saved from extinction, courtesy a conservation 

plan launched by the Himachal Government to improve its population in reservoirs and rivers in the 

state. 

 The nearly extinct ‘tigers of the water’ were declared endangered by the Washington-based 

International Union of Conservation of Natural Resources due to pollution, habitat loss and 

overfishing. 

 The fish, however, was now thriving at Machhial in Mandi district through artificial breeding in 

captivity.  

 It is currently found in 500 km of the total 3,000-km area of the rivers in the state. 

 The government is setting up another Golden Mahseer hatchery-cum-carp breeding unit at 

Sunni in Shimla with an outlay of Rs 2.96 crore. 

 The State Fishery Department had produced 92,500 Golden Mahseer eggs in the last three years 

and recorded a 45.311-MT catch during the period.  

 Steps such as release of 15 per cent water discharge from hydropower projects during lean 

season, conservation of fish through regular patrolling and implementation of the close season to 

promote fish production were taken. 

 There were several natural sanctuaries where the fish was being conserved spiritually. On the 

employment front, 10,893 families were involved in captive fisheries.  

DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

NATIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE FORCE (NDRF) 

 According to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) 

will have four new battalions that will be based in Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, 

Uttarakhand and the National Capital Region. 
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 The new battalions of the NDRF will be drawn from Assam Rifles (location in J&K), Indo-Tibetan 

Border Police (Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand) and the Border Security Force (Delhi-NCR 

region). 

 The Assam Rifles draws its strength of officers from the Army and functions under the command of 

the MHA. The paramilitary force has a strength of 47,000 personnel. 

 The government had approved raising of the four new NDRF battalions in August 2018 in order to 

strengthen India’s disaster response set-up at an estimated cost of Rs 637 crore. 

 An NDRF battalion comprises a little over 1,000 personnel. Its battalions are raised from Central 

Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) and the parent force is responsible for feeding the ranks and 

personnel, who are sent on deputation to the NDRF.   

 The NDRF, that was raised in 2006, has 12 operational battalions at present.  

STATE DISASTER RESPONSE FORCE (SDRF) 

 Himachal state has set up a State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) on the pattern of the National 

Disaster Response Force to generate a prompt and efficient response at the time of disasters. 

 Himachal was one of the most multi-hazard-prone states as it faced earthquakes, landslides, floods, 

flash floods, glacial outbursts, besides hailstorms, droughts and cloudbursts. 

 It is essential to constitute an SDRF in the state, consisting of three companies from the police to deal 

with disasters and emergencies. 

  Each company would have 100 personnel each and, for effective response at the time of disaster, 

SDRF stations will be set up in Mandi, Arki and Mubarakpur. 

  It was also approved to constitute a State Disaster Mitigation Fund to take preventive measures for 

reduction of disasters. 

The Governor, Himachal Pradesh has notified the raising of the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster 

Response Force (HPSDRF) in the line with National Disaster Response Force as per section 4.8.1 of 

Himachal Pradesh’s State Policy on the Disaster Management. The SDRF is envisaged as specialized 

force capable of handling any disaster situation with high degree of professionalism. 

The Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Response Force (HPSDRF) will be raised from the Police 

Department- Indian Reserve Battalions (IRBs) and required technical experts will be taken on deputation 

from concerned departments. 

o The HPSDRF will consist of three companies. 

o The Police Department and other departments shall be allowed to create equal number of 

deputation reserves enabling them to send personnel to the HPSDRF. 
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o The personnel will be deployed with SDRF for a period of 5-7 years and thereafter they will go 

back to their respective parent department/ organization and replaced with another set of 

personnel. 

o The deployment of the HP SDRF in the field for response and training and capacity building will 

be done with the consent of the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority 

(HPSDMA, Disaster Management Cell, Department of Revenue).   

o Funds for purchase of equipment will be provided to the HP SDRF by the DM Cell, Revenue 

Department in a phased manner out of the State Disaster Response Fund. Initially an amount of 

Rs. 5.0 Crore from the SDRF to purchase search & rescue equipment will be released. 

o The HPSDRF will not be deployed for any other purpose except for disaster management related 

activities. 

o The operational control of the HPSDRF will be with the HPSDMA (Himachal Pradesh State 

Disaster Management Authority), Department of Revenue and administrative control will be with 

the Home Department. 

o A total of 326 posts in different ranks/ categories in HP Police Department. 

DISASTER RISK REDUCTION PROGRAMME (DRRP) 

Union Government has approved Bilateral Funding from French Development Agency which had 

agreed in principle to fund Rs 650 crore project proposal under Disaster Risk Reduction activities in the 

Himachal State. 

 The main objectives of the project were to reduce vulnerability of the State from various natural 

hazards like earthquake, landslide, flash floods and climate induced etc. 

 The project also aims at reducing loss of human life and property, reduce overall disaster risk and 

enhance the response capacity of the State. 

FIRST DOPPLER WEATHER RADAR  

Accurate weather forecast is not only vital for farmers to protect their crops from natural calamities but 

also to help in tourism development as the tourists can decide about their travel plans according to the 

weather. 

 Union Minister for Earth Sciences virtually inaugurated the DWR installed at Kufri and another 

at Mukteshwar, Nainital in Uttarakhand. 

 First Doppler Weather Radar (DWR) installed at Kufri in the suburbs of Shimla town was 

inauguratedon the occasion of 146th India Meteorological Department Foundation Day. 
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 Two more radars would be installed at Mandi District and Dalhousie in Chamba district of the 

state. 

 The site had already been finalized at Mandi and the site for the radar at Dalhousie would be 

finalized soon. 

KEY POINTS 

 At present the radar installed at Kufri was on test mode for a period of two weeks. Thereafter, its 

data would be used for forecasting purpose. 

 The range of this radar was up to 100 kilometres in radial distance. 

 It would observe and provide the weather data of 100 kilometres in all directions, which would be 

used for forecasting purpose, especially for short-range forecast.  

 More précise area specific weather forecast and warning would be issued for a particular place, 

for the weather phenomenon like thunderstorm, lighting, hailstorm, heavy rainfall/snowfall, gusty 

winds. 

 The DWR would obtain a measure of water content in the cloud and it would give the base and 

height of the cloud including area of the particular cloud cell and movement and direction of the 

clouds 

 This centre would help horticulturists and farmers of the state by providing them accurate 

information regarding weather. 

 The DWR, Kufri, would run round the clock.  

 It is fully automatic and computerized.  

 It would transmit the data in various digital format and picture form. 

EARTHQUAKE EARLY WARNING SYSTEM (EEWS) 

Seismic hazard in Himachal Pradesh is very high as the maximum area of the state lies in the Himalayas, 

which is one of the most seismically active regions in the world.  

A developed Earthquake Early Warning System could be an effort in the direction to mitigate the seismic 

hazards in the state. 

Therefore, IIT Roorkee has sent a proposal to the State Government to establish an Earthquake Early 

Warning System (EEW).  

 IIT Roorkee has already installed such Earthquake Early Earning System in Uttarakhand with 

the help of State Government, which is running very effectively by generating a database of 

earthquake events, generating public awareness and detailed research on seismic activities. 
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 According to IIT Roorkee’s proposal, Himachal Pradesh may put earthquake sensors in different 

parts of the State which will detect earthquake activities in real-time. The warning may be 

communicated to the general public by a network of sirens. If the earthquake has its epicentre in 

Kangra or Mandi regions, the people in the State Capital may get lead time to take action say by 

30 to 35 seconds. 

 Similarly, the expected lead time to the major cities if 1905 Kangra earthquake repeats in the 

region would be Solan 42 seconds, Mandi 20 seconds, Dalhousie 8 seconds, Dehradun 77 

seconds, Chandigarh 43 seconds, Ludhiana 37 seconds, Amritsar 38 seconds, Panipat 93 seconds 

and Delhi 123 seconds. 

 Timely action may save many lives if there is an earthquake in the State in future and such an 

early warning system is in place and institutionalized and such EEWS will help generating a 

database of earthquakes in the state and generating mass awareness on earthquake safety. 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE & ENVIRONMENT 

 

GLACIAL HIMACHAL LAKES  

With around 935 glacial lakes in Himachal posing an ever-present danger of breach, Himachal Pradesh 

fears an Uttrakhand-like tragedy.  

 Of these, Gepang Gath glacial lake above Sissu village of Lahaul-Spiti district, having an area 

of 95 hectares, is the biggest glacial lake in the state. 

 Various studies reveal that there is an alarming increase in such potential lakes which can be 

disastrous in the event of any break due to one or the other reasons.  

 Scientists say that regular monitoring is the only way to meet any eventuality at the pre-

disaster level. 

 In line with this, a fresh study of glacial lakes lakes in the Satluj, Beas, Chenab and Ravi Basins is 

being done by the Space Application Centre (ISRO) Ahmedabad and Himachal Pradesh 

State Centre on Climate Change and it is likely to be completed in next few months. 

 A technical report on the Inventory of Moraine Dammed Glacial Lakes (GLOF) in Satluj, 

Beas, Chenab and Ravi Basins in Himachal Pradesh using IRS LISS-III Satellite Data 

(2019) prepared by the Himachal Pradesh State Centre on Climate Change and Space 

Application Centre (ISRO), Ahmedabad, had shown that with the projected increase in the 

frequency and intensity of extreme events including floods, droughts and landslides etc, which 

are attributable to climate change, disaster management needed greater attention. 
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 As per the report, there are indications that spatial extent of majority of glaciers is changing very 

fast and leading to the formation of moraine-dammed lakes.  

 This poses a potential threat to the infrastructure and human life thriving in the downstream areas 

of many drainage systems originating from the snow-clad mountains ranges of the state. 

 Himachal Pradesh faces the threat of Uttrakhand-like disaster where bursting of glacial lake 

seems to be the reason behind the destruction.  

 Avalanche, landslide, heavy rainfall or earthquake could be the trigger for the bursting. 

 Satellite data analysis carried for 2019 had revealed that presence of 562 lakes (2019) in the entire 

Satluj basin, indicating an overall decrease of about 19% with reference to 2018 data. 

 In Chenab basin, the total number of lakes mapped in 2019 was 242 with an overall increase of 

about 4 % with reference to 2018. 

 Beas basin showed 93 lakes in 2019 in comparison to the 101 lakes in 2018, whereas the Ravi 

basin had 38 lakes (2019) in comparison to 66 lakes of 2018.  

 Himachal Pradesh needs to learn a lesson from the Chamoli incident with regard to planning of 

hydro projects and relook at identifying sites for hydel project. 

LINKING PIN  

HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE CENTRE ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

The State of Himachal Pradesh being a mountain state is very sensitive and vulnerable to the climate 

induced changes in the micro and macro environment. As a follow up of the Himalayan Chief Ministers 

Conclave on "Indian Himalyas: Glaciers, Climate Change & Livelihoods" held at Shimla on October 29-

30,2009 and the joint programme evolved there in called 'Shimla Declaration on Climate Change and 

Himalayan Development', A State Centre on Climate Change was set up under the aegis of the State 

Council for Science Technology & Environment.  

This centre has been established with the objectives to coordinate amongst scientific, academic, NGOs 

and other research institutions in and outside the state for pursuing research in the field of climate 

change and its impact on the Himalayan Ecosystem so that adaptation plans and policies relevant to the 

state of Himachal Pradesh could be evolved.  

Besides this, the Centre would also implement the mandate laid down in the National Action Plan on 

Climate Change and the Eight National Missions on Climate Change in the state so that the state's 

initiatives could be dovetailed with the centre's initiatives. 

 

MEASUREMENT OF DEPTH OF HIMALAYAN GLACIERS  

The Himalayan glaciers are a major source of water for rivers originating from there.  

The Himalayan rivers are also a lifeline for the Indo-Gangetic plains, home to several million people. 

As global warming affects the Himalayas, the Ministry of Earth Sciences is planning to measure the 

depth of glaciers in the region to assess their volume and gauge the water available in them. 
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The project will start next summer, sometime in June-July, 2021. 

National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) will execute the project, the country's 

remote and high-altitude research centre, Himansh, is also studying the Himalayan climate. The centre 

was established in 2016. 

PLAN OF ACTION  

 The plan is to first study seven glaciers in the Chandra river basin. 

 The Chandra river is a major tributary of the Chenab river which itself is a tributary of the Indus. 

 While the area of the glaciers is already known with the help of satellites, what needs to be 

known is the volume. 

 The purpose of studying the depth of the glaciers is to understand the volume. This will also 

help us understand the availability of water and whether the glaciers are increasing or shrinking. 

 A radar technology will be used that uses microwave signals. It can penetrate through the ice 

and reach the rocks, something which the satellite images cannot do. The signals, after reflecting 

on the rocks can help understand the depth. The countries like US and the UK have the 

technology.  

 At first, the plan is to use helicopters that will carry these radars. Once successful, subsequent 

studies would be carried out in the rest of the Himalayas. 

 Later, an aircraft or drone could be used depending on the radars for studying other glaciers. 

LINKING PIN  

NATIONAL CENTRE FOR POLAR AND OCEAN RESEARCH (NCPOR) 

It was established as an autonomous Research and Development Institution of the Ministry of Earth 

Sciences on the 25th May 1998. It is located in the state of Goa. 

Earlier known as National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research (NCAOR), NCPOR is India’s 

premier R&D institution responsible for the country’s research activities in the Polar and Southern 

Ocean realms. 

It is the nodal agency for planning, promotion, coordination and execution of the entire gamut of polar 

and southern ocean scientific research in the country as well as for the associated logistics activities. 

HIMANSH  

As part of the Indian government’s initiatives to better study and quantify the Himalayan glacier 

responses towards the climate change, National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research (NCAOR), 

Goa, under the Ministry of Earth Sciences has established a high altitude research station in Himalaya 

called HIMANSH (literally meaning, a slice of ice), situated above 13,500 ft (> 4000 m) at a remote 

region in Spiti, Himachal Pradesh. 
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SNOW HARVESTING PROJECT 

To deal with water crisis in cold desert, the state government is planning snow harvesting in the tribal 

district Lahaul-Spiti.  

 Under the plan, water will be conserved for agriculture use. The district witnesses scarcity of 

water during summer season. The residents find it difficult to meet the demand of water for 

irrigation purpose because Lahaul-Spiti receives less rain as compared to other parts of the state. 

 Known as cold desert, Lahaul-Spiti remains under cover of snow for five months during winter 

season and people get limited time to do cultivation of crops. A majority of farmers in the district 

are engaged in vegetable cultivation, which requires sufficient water supply for irrigation 

purpose for better crop. In case of short of rainfall, they face severe difficulty in meeting water 

demand for agriculture use. 

 The people of the district had been demanding this project since long, which, they believe, will go 

a long way in boosting agriculture produce in the district. 

 Agriculture Ministry has directed the Irrigation and Public Health Department to conduct a 

survey for this project with the help of SASE (Snow and Avalanche Study Establishment 

Authority) to identify those places in the district, where snow harvesting project could be set up 

for water storage. 

 There is a proposal to set up snow harvesting project at Lapshak and Trilokinath villages. 

However, the cost of project and final decision to set up the project will be taken after survey 

report. Thereafter, the Detailed Project Report (DPR) of snow harvesting project will be prepared. 

 This project will give big boost to agriculture in the near future. 

 Snow harvesting precipitation involves collection, concentration and storage of both rain and 

snow from various sources. 

 The harvesting of rainwater and snow can provide water for regions where other sources are far 

away or too costly, or where other methods of water collection are impractical because of 

unfavourable geology. According to experts, rain water and snow harvesting are possible in areas 

which receive as little as 50-80 mm of rainfall. 

LINKING PIN  

SNOW AND AVALANCHE STUDY ESTABLISHMENT AUTHORITY (SASE) 

SASE is a laboratory of the Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO). It is located near 

Manali, Himachal Pradesh. Its primary function is research in the field of snow and avalanches to 

provide avalanche control measures and forecasting support to Armed forces. 
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SAFE AND GREEN CATALYSTS  

 Researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Mandi, have developed 

environmentally safe and cost-efficient heterogeneous catalysts for industrial applications. 

 A research team from the institution in collaboration with researchers from the IIT-Ropar, is 

working towards the development of catalysts that enable industrial chemical reactions.  

 A catalyst is a substance that can be added to a reaction to increase the reaction rate 

without getting consumed in the process.  

 The team has recently developed a heterogeneous catalyst, based on easily available carbon, for 

hydrogenation – a class of reactions extensively used in the chemical industry. 

Need for Green Catalyst  

 Almost all synthetic products one uses in civilised life now rely on industrial preparations, which 

in turn make use of catalysts.  

 With increasing concerns about the environmental effects of industrial chemical reactions, there 

is a heightened need to develop green catalysts that do not add significantly to the environmental 

pollution issues that are usually associated with industrial processes. 

 Hydrogenation reactions are commonly used to produce compounds such as aromatic alcohols 

that are extensively used in perfumes, pharmaceutical products, agrochemicals and fine 

chemicals.  

 Traditional hydrogenation methods involve the reaction between hydrogen gas and various 

precursors, such as acids, aldehydes and ketones, collectively called carbonyl compounds.  

 More recently, to avoid the exposure and cost issues associated with hydrogen, hydrogenation 

reactions make use of a safe hydrogen donor chemical. 

FACE MASKS FROM WASTE ‘PET' BOTTLES  

Researchers at Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Mandi have developed a large number of research 

work and innovations to help combat the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

This research work includes: 

 Research on comparing disordered proteins in COVID-19. 

 Research on tracking the spread of COVID-19 in India via social networks. 

 High-efficiency face masks from waste ‘PET bottles’. 

 Wi-Fi Operated smart ventilator. 

 UV-C disinfection box. 
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IIT Mandi has excelled in the fields of academics, innovation, international linkages, student placements 

and business incubation. Thus, the institute developed many products for a self-reliant and sustainable 

ecosystem. 

BUYBACK POLICY FOR NON-RECYCLABLE PLASTIC 

The Himachal Government will now purchase non-recyclable plastic and single use plastic waste and 

bags at Rs 75 per kg at its collection centres to be run by the urban local bodies across the state. 

 The State Environment, Science and Technology Department notified the buyback policy for 

purchase of non-recyclable plastic aimed at arresting environmental degradation.  

 Rag pickers will not only benefit from this policy but they will play an important role in 

collecting and selling it to urban local bodies. 

 As per estimates, the total plastic likely to be collected would be about 75,000 kg and the budget 

required for it would be about Rs 2.81 crores. 

 The plastic waste thus generated would be put to use in road construction, which will result in the 

Public Works Department saving up to Rs 35,000 to Rs 50,000 per km.  

 Besides, the plastic would be used to generate energy in cement plants.  

 Himachal has become the first state in the country to formulate a policy to buy back non-

recyclable plastic waste at Rs 75 per kg. The state government will now purchase the plastic 

waste from all 52 local urban bodies and ragpickers to prevent littering, which is causing 

ecological damage.  

 Incidentally, Himachal was among the first states to ban the use of polythene bags on 

October 2, 2009.  

 The cost of transportation of the plastic would be borne by the urban local bodies and 

collection centres have already been notified at 14 places. 

 The Departments of Urban Development, Public Works, Rural Development, State 

Pollution Control Board and cement companies will be involved in the initiative to rid the 

fragile hill ecology of the adverse impact of plastic waste. 

 Interestingly, the buy-back policy provides for a minimum support price to the rag pickers or any 

other individual from households. 

 The policy is part of plastic waste management initiative.  

 Prior to this, the government had fixed Rs 3 to Rs 4 per kg for purchase of plastic under 

Polythene Hatao, Paryavaran Bachao Abhiyaan but it failed to yield the desired results as it 

was not remunerative compared to the effort that went into collection the plastic waste.  
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 The minimum support price of Rs 75 per kg would be applicable to non-recyclable and single use 

plastic waste like packaging of chips, milk, oil pouches, toffees, biscuits, chocolates, 

confectionary items, wrappers and readymade cloth packaging. 

LINKING PIN 

THE STATE ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT: 

Department of Environment & Scientific Technologies was set up on April 13, 2007 with an objective to 

improve the effectiveness of environmental management, protect vulnerable ecosystems and enhance 

sustainability of development. 

On 15-10-2008 the name of the Department has been changed as Department of Environment, Science 

and Technology. 

 

SIRMAUR DISTRICT INNOVATIVE PERFORMANCE 

Sirmaur district has found a place in the top 12 districts across the country for the Prime Minister’s 

Award for Excellence in Public Administration, 2020, under the “Innovation (General) — District” 

category for a slew of environmental protection works such as the introduction of polybricks to rid the 

district of plastic waste.  

 Out of the 958 applications received from across the country, Sirmaur had found a berth among 

the top 12 districts by the screening committee of Government of India.  

 It is the only district in Himachal to be selected in this category.  

INITIATIVES FOR PLASTIC WASTE MANAGEMENT: 

 Since there is little scientific mechanism to dispose of plastic waste, the environment-friendly 

polybricks developed after compressing plastic waste into empty bottles has found varied use in 

constructing boundary and retaining walls, flower pots, benches, etc. in the district.  

 Handy compressors were also developed to facilitate the process.  

 In an effort to rid the plastic waste, about 9 tonnes of plastic had been collected so far by running 

‘Ek Din School Ke Naam’, ‘Ek Din Panchayat Ke Naam’ and ‘Markanda Cleanliness 

Campaign’ under the polythenefree Sirmaur campaign of the district administration.  

The other 11 districts of the country are Kurnool of Andhra Pradesh, Changlang of Arunachal Pradesh, 

Surajpur of Chhattisgarh, Ahmedabad of Gujarat, Anuppur of Madhya Pradesh, Solapur of Maharashtra, 

East Imphal of Manipur, Shivaganga of Tamil Nadu, Narayanpet of Telangana, Banda and Chandauli of 

Uttar Pradesh. 
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SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT IN SCHOOL CURRICULUM  

The tribal students of Lahaul-Spiti district of Himachal Pradesh will now learn solid waste 

management in their schools as district administration has started the subject as part of curriculum in 

some schools on pilot basis. 

The district, which has been witnessing a sudden surge in tourist footfall and related challenges including 

waste management, has discovered this unique idea to sensitise the residents.  

Lahaul-Spiti Deputy Commissioner inaugurated the inclusion of this subject in school curriculum from 

Government Primary School, Keylong-1. 

Education on solid waste management is the need of hour. It has been started in a few schools on pilot 

basis. The students will learn waste management besides cleanliness in schools and will spread awareness 

at home, villages and society. 

This is a part of the endeavour in preparing district for management of solid waste and making residents 

more aware. Students are the best carriers of good messages and they execute things very efficiently. 

They care for beauty and cleanliness of their areas.  

RATIONALE: 

To fulfill the purpose of implementing regular solid waste management policy and to spread awareness 

among people, this subject has been included in the school curriculum. 

Lahaul will face challenges regarding waste management in the future as increasing tourism activities, 

more commercial establishments and increasing floating population will contribute to producing more 

waste.  

OPERATIONALISATION:  

 Initially, the solid waste management subject has been introduced in a few government primary 

schools and remaining schools will also be brought under its purview soon.  

 The subject will be taught to both junior and senior students informally so that they take interest 

in it.  

 Students will be shown various videos, will be taught on different topics and educational 

programmes will be organised for them.  

 People of Lahaul have been using liquid waste in their fields as manure for a long time. 

 Lahaul-Spiti administration has signed a MoU with IIT Delhi for arrangements of solid waste 

collection, management and its disposal in entire Lahaul. 

PERFORMANCE OF HIMACHAL STATE IN JAL JEEVAN MISSION 

Himachal Pradesh has emerged as a front runner State in the country in effective implementation 

of the Jal Jeevan Mission.  

 Piped drinking water supply through tap would be provided by July 2022 to every household in 

the state through Jal Jeevan Mission, which is being implemented in the State. 
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 There are 1704231 households in the State, out of which 1,61,102 households have been provided 

with tap water during the year 2019-20. 

 Till date under various programmes 11 lakh households had been provided with tapped water and 

a target has been fixed to provide tapped water to 2,44,351 households during the current 

financial year. 

 Himachal Pradesh has got national recognition by providing fully functional household tapped 

water connection in Tashigang village in Lahaul Spiti district which is situated about 14000 

feet above sea level. 

Country’s Highest Water Tap: The highest functional household tap connection in the country was 

installed at Tanshigang village in Kaza division of Lahaul Spiti District, India under Jal Jeevan 

Mission. 

 Considering the harsh terrain and sub-zero temperatures experienced at this height, providing 

regular water supply is a major challenge for the department. 

 Under the Jal Jeevan Mission better quality of water was being ensured besides providing 

drinking water taps in every Anganwari and Educational Institutions. 

 Hundred percent coverage had been ensured in whole of the Lahaul-Spiti district, Kandaghat 

Development Block of Solan district and Pooh Development Block of Kinnaur district under the 

mission.  

District Percentage of Households Covered 

Lahual & Spiti 100% 

Kinnaur 89 % 

Solan 81% 

Bilaspur 74 % 

Hamirpur 72 % 

Mandi 67 % 

Kangra 62 % 

Shimla 50 % 

Kullu 50 % 

Chamba 45 % 

LINKING PIN  

JAL JEEVAN MISSION 

 Jal Jeevan Mission was launched (15th August, 2019) to ensure HarGharJal (piped water 

supply) to all rural households by 2024. It focused on integrated demand and supply side 
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management of water at the local level, including creation of local infrastructure for source 

sustainability like rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge and management of household 

wastewater for reuse in agriculture. 

 The Jal Jeevan Mission converged with other Central and State Government Schemes to achieve 

its objectives of sustainable water supply management across the country. 

 Ministry: Jal Shakti Mantralaya (Integrating the Ministry of Water Resources, River 

Development and Ganga Rejuvenation and Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation). 

 Implementing Agency: Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation under the Jal Shakti 

Ministry. 

Finance: 

 The project is estimated to cost Rs 3.60 lakh crore, with the Union government and non-

Northeast and non-Himalayan states sharing the expenses 50:50. 

 In the case of N-E and Himalayan states, the funding pattern will be 90:10. 

 In Union Territories, the Centre will bear the full cost of the programme           

HIMACHAL PRADESH RANKED BEST PERFORMING STATE IN 

BIOMEDICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT 

In a comparative evaluation made by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) regarding 

implementation of the Biomedical Waste Management Rules, 2016, Himachal Pradesh has been ranked 

as the top performing state in the country along with UTs like Chandigarh, Delhi, Puducherry and state 

like West Bengal. 

All these States and UTs have a total score of 21 out of 24 according to a report submitted by the CPCB 

before the National Green Tribunal.  

The CPCB had identified 12 key performance indicators (KPIs) to assess states with respect to 

effectiveness in monitoring, ensuring compliance and implementation of the Biomedical Waste 

Management Rules, 2016, said an official spokesman. 

STATE INITIATIVES: 

 Pursuant to the notification of new Regulation in the year 2016, the Himachal State Board has 

taken several initiatives to sensitize the stakeholder institutions which mainly are Allopathic, 

Ayurvedic and Veterinary hospitals or institutions to achieve the better compliance of rules.  

 In this regard, more than 100 trainings and workshops were organized by the State Board at 

district and local level to bring in all institutions under regulatory ambit of the rules, he said. 

 The state has inventory of 8853 health care institutions, which falls under the ambit of the rules 

and out of which approximately 77 percent of the institutions have been authorized by the State 

Board. 
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 Despite COVID pandemic, the State Regulatory agency has put in best efforts to enforce the 

regulatory measures for management of bio-medical waste and granted authorization to about 

4000 health care institutions, which is almost 58 percent of the total authorization granted so far. 

 There are 4125 allopathic institutions in the state out of which 3147 institutions (about 76 %) 

have been authorized by the State Board so far.  

 Ayurvedic institutions have the highest level of compliance (about 91 percent), wherein, 1112 

institutions have been authorized against the inventory of 1228 institutions.  

 Besides, the compliance level of Veterinary institutions is about 72 percent, wherein, 2443 

institutions possess authorization from the State Regulatory agency against the total inventory of 

3404 institutions. 

 In addition to this, there are 96 industrial units which also fall under the ambit of the rules and 91 

units have been authorized so far. 

 There are two Common Biomedical Waste Treatment Facilities (CBWTFs) operating in the 

state with cumulative treatment and disposal capacity of 9.2 MT per day, of which incineration 

capacity is 2.4 MT per day.  

 Approximately, 90 percent of the biomedical waste is collected and disposed-off by the two 

CBWTFs and remaining 10 percent through captive disposal facilities of the respective health 

care institutions situated in remote or far flung areas of the state. 

 To ensure the operational compliance of these CBWTFs, online continuous emission 

monitoring systems have been installed, which transmit its emissions monitoring data on real 

time basis with the server of the State/Central regulatory agencies.  

 Besides, segregation, pre-treatment, on-site storage, barcoding and treatment of liquid 

waste etc. is also mandatory for all health care facilities. 

 Status review of the Biomedical Waste Management in the state is being done at the level of the 

Chief Secretary from time to time. 

These coordinated efforts have resulted into better implementation of the rules in the state.  

LINKING PIN  

THE CENTRAL POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

CPCB is a statutory organisation which was constituted in September, 1974 under the Water (Prevention 

and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974. 

It was entrusted with the powers and functions under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 

1981. 

It serves as a field formation and also provides technical services to the Ministry of Environment and 

Forests of the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 
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Principal Functions of the CPCB, as spelt out in the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 

1974, and the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 

o To promote cleanliness of streams and wells in different areas of the States by prevention, control 

and abatement of water pollution. 

o To improve the quality of air and to prevent, control or abate air pollution in the country. 

NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

NGT was established in the year 2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010. 

It was established for 

o Effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and conservation 

of forests and other natural resources. 

o Enforcement of any legal right relating to the environment. 

o Giving relief and compensation for damages to persons and property and for matters connected 

therewith or incidental thereto. 

It is a specialized body equipped with the necessary expertise to handle environmental disputes involving 

multi-disciplinary issues. 

The Tribunal is guided by principles of natural justice. 

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 

HIMACHAL ENERGY CONSERVATION BUILDING CODE 

Himachal has become the first state to notify Energy Conservation Building Code which will result 

in reduction in energy consumption demand by commercial buildings by 30 per cent. 

 The Himachal Pradesh Energy Conservation Building Code, 2018 (HPECBC) has been notified 

in the state to reduce energy consumption demand in commercial buildings. Himachal Pradesh is 

the first state in the country to achieve this milestone. The policy will be implemented in its true 

sense after the successful incorporation of its provisions in the Town and Country Planning 

Rules by Town and Country Planning Department. 

 This code has been formed by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), Union Ministry of 

Power under Energy Conservation Act, 2001 and every state needs to amend and notify the 

code based on local climatic conditions for effective implementation on ground. 

 With the mandatory implementation of the HPECBC and Rules, 2018, every commercial building 

such as educational institutes, shopping complex, hotels, hospitals, and multiplexes etc having 

built-up area of 750 m or more shall be granted planning permission by approval/development 

authority only after the compliance of the provisions of this code.  

 Based on the provisions mentioned in the code, the climate zones in Himachal Pradesh have been 

divided into two categories i.e., areas above altitude of 1,600m from sea level shall follow 
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requirement of cold climate conditions and areas below 1,600m from sea level shall follow 

requirement of composite climate conditions. 

 The Directorate of Energy under the department of Multi- Purpose Project (MPP) and Power, 

HP and Bureau of Energy Efficiency has been working diligently on this code for last two years 

with support of M/s Global Evolutionary Energy Design, New Delhi. 

 The HPECBC and Rules 2018 has been prepared after having vide consultation with all 

stakeholder departments such as Town and Country Planning Department, HPPWD, HIMUDA, 

Urban Development Department, HIMURJA, HPSEBL and Rural Development Department. 

 The Directorate of Energy has also organised about 25 Awareness Workshops and training 

programmes for capacity building of relevant stakeholders in every district of the state as well. 

LINKING PIN  

BUREAU OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY (BEE) 

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) was established in March 2002, as a statutory body by the 

Government of India under the Energy Conservation Act, 2001.  

It is responsible for spearheading the improvement of energy efficiency of the economy through various 

regulatory and promotional instruments. The primary goal of BEE is to reduce the energy intensity in the 

Indian economy. 

It coordinates with State level agencies and energy consumers to perform functions and exercise powers 

that may be necessary for efficient use of energy and its conservation in India. 

SOLAR ROOFTOP PROGRAMME 

The Chief Minister has launched solar rooftop programme to cover all panchayati raj or rural 

development government building in Mandi District. 

 'One Sun One Grid' is a dream initiative of the Prime Minister and the State Government would 

ensure that all the government buildings would have solar roof top panels. 

 The State Government is targeting to produce 2 MW from government building and 8 MW from 

domestic consumers or society while 1 MW has been produced in Mandi district alone till date. 

CNG STATIONS  

Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) stations will be opened in six districts of Himachal Pradesh.  

City Gas Distribution (CGD) companies have been authorized for expansion of CNG in Solan, Sirmaur, 

Shimla, Una, Bilaspur and Hamirpur districts. 

 Pollution in selected petrol pumps of the state will be investigated free of cost. 

 The Protection Ability Festival is a month-long nationwide festival. Under this, oil companies 

will make people aware to emphasize the conservation of petroleum products.  

 Awareness vehicle will be promoted at petrol pumps.  
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 Various competitions will be organized for students in panchayats and schools.  

 There will be programs in various industrial units and government undertakings.  

 Two CNG stations have been commissioned in the state in 2021. Other petrol pumps have been 

marked. The expansion of CNG facility is proposed here.  

 The process of laying CNG pipeline and connecting industrial units with CNG is in progress. 

 Citizens should join the campaign to conserve rapidly exhausting petroleum resources by 

adopting common simple and easily implementable measures while using petroleum products in 

cooking, transport, agriculture and industries.  

REVIVAL OF ‘GHARATS’ IN DHARAMSALA 

The Rural Development Department is working in Dharamsala block of Kangra district to revive 

water mills, also known as ‘gharats’ in local parlance. 

 Many traditional ‘gharats’ in Dharamsala were in a state of decay. Therefore, the administration 

had decided to revive and preserve this cultural heritage of Kangra district under 

MGNREGA. 

 Five water mills — two in Rakkad panchayat and one each in Baghni, Barwala and Dhagwar — 

have been identified for renovation.  

 An amount of Rs 1 lakh will be spent on each ‘gharat’ under MGNREGA. 

 Directions have been issued that only the outside structure will be renovated, which includes the 

stone masonry of the wall, roof and the water channel that moves the mill.  

 The inside structure will not be tampered with since it is based on traditional wisdom. 

 The flour produced using a water mill is full of nutrients as compared to that made through 

power-run mills.  

 Dharamsala development block is thus trying to conserve these traditional water mills. To give a 

good selling platform to flour produced using ‘gharats’, its packaging will be done under the 

brand name “Namaste Dharamsala’’. 

 The flour will be sold in packets of varying capacity of 1 kg, 2 kg and 5 kg bags. 

 The owner of the ‘’gharats’’ would get Rs 1 lakh — Rs 60,000 as labour component and Rs 

40,000 as material component — so as to renovate the structure of ‘gharat’.  

 A couple of decades ago, ‘gharats’ in the Dharamsala region were a successful enterprise in terms 

of earnings for the owners as well as a reliable source for farmers to grind whole wheat kernels. 

But with the advent of electric mills in the region, the use of ‘gharats’ no longer remained in 

vogue. 
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 With the availability of surplus water in the region in the form of “kuhls’’ (drains carrying natural 

water from streams to villages for irrigation), it is easy to run a ‘gharat’ for at least seven or eight 

months a year with low operational and maintenance costs.  

 Thus, in order to promote the idea of Atmanirbhar Bharat and generate rural employment, it is 

a tried and tested resource available which is now being renovated via the Rural Development 

Department. 

‘GHARAT’ 

‘Gharat’ is a water mill. Water in streams coming from mountains is channelled into a water mill, which 

has fan-like blades. The blades move with kinetic energy generated by flowing water and further move 

the flour mill. Wheat is put into the mill from top that grinds it into fine flour using the natural force of 

flowing water. 

LINKING PIN  

ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT 

Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (Self-reliant India Mission) is a campaign launched by the Central 

Government of India which included an Rs.20 lakh crore economic stimulus package and a number of 

reform proposals. 

To spur growth and to build a self-reliant India, Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan rests on 5 important 

pillars: 

Economy: Contemplates not an Incremental change but a quantum leap so that we can convert the 

current adversity into an advantage. 

Infrastructure: It can be an image of modern India or it can be the identity of India. 

Systems: Driven by 21st-century technology, and that is not based on old rules. 

Democracy: A vibrant democracy that is the source of energy to make India self- reliant. 

Demand: Where the strength of our demand and supply chain is utilized intelligently. 
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III. GOVERNANCE REFORMS 

DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE 

HIMACHAL PRADESH CONTRIBUTION TO DEMOCRATIC 

REPRESENTATION 

THE BJP got 69 per cent vote share in Himachal, which is the highest in the country, in Lok Sabha 

elections, 2019. 

 While 53 per cent votes had been polled in favour of the BJP during the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, 

the figure this time was 69 per cent, while only 27 per cent people voted for the Congress. All 68 

Assembly segments gave the BJP massive leads. 

 The Congress' vote share in Himachal Pradesh decreased by 13.77 percentage points. Compared to 

41.07 percent in 2014, it was only 27.3 percent in this general election. 

 BJP's Kishan Kapoor, who won with a huge margin of 477623 votes from Kangra, got the 

highest vote share of 72.02 percent among individual party candidates in the state. 

 Kapoor was followed by Anurag Singh Thakur who polled 69.04 percent of votes in Hamirpur, Ram 

Swaroop Sharma who got 68.75 percent of votes in Mandi and Suresh Kashyap who got 66.35 

percent of votes in Shimla. 

 Congress candidates were far behind their BJP rivals in all seats in terms of vote share with Ram Lal 

Thakur getting 28.63 percent of the votes in Hamirpur, Dhani Ram Shandil 27.3 percent in Shimla, 

Aashray Sharma 25.68 percent in Mandi and Pawan Kajal 24.59 percent in Kangra. 

 Party workers, panna pramukhs, block, district and state functionaries, MLAs and Ministers worked 

in close coordination to ensure the landslide victory. 

 The mandate to the BJP had proved that the people had accepted the functioning of the CM  and 

ignored the propaganda of the opposition. The Chief Minister had visited every Assembly segment to 

understand the problems of the masses. 

 Programmes like Jan Manch had gained huge popularity due to the honest efforts by the  

government to solve people’s problems at their doorsteps, and the development works, which had 

come to a grinding halt during the Congress regime, were revived by the government 
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PARTICIPATIVE DEMOCRACY OF HIMACHAL PRADESH 

Around 8% increase in polling in Himachal Pradesh in the Lok Sabha elections has broken the 

traditional trend of low voting in parliamentary elections as compared to the assembly polls. 

Assembly Election Voters Turnout 

2003 74.51% 

2007 70.99% 

2012 72.69% 

2017 75.57% 

 

 While Himachal Pradesh registered 72.25 per cent polling in the Loksabha elections, 2019. 

 38,01,793 people cast their votes in the four parliamentary constituencies in the state. The state has 

52,62,126 registered voters. 

  7.80 per cent higher than the 64.45 per cent witnessed in 2014 Lok Sabha polls, voting in Shimla 

was 64.01 per cent - the lowest among towns in the state. 

 Poll experts attribute the low poll percentage largely to urban lethargy and presence of floating 

population, largely government employees, voter apathy and dual voter registration. 

 The voter turnout in Shimla (city) was 58 per cent in 2014, which means this time it was 6 per cent 

higher than the last Lok Sabha polls. 

 Seat of power since the days of the British Raj, the democratic process has failed to strike its roots 

firmly in Shimla with electorate of nearly 50,000.This is despite extensive awareness drives. 

 In Shimla district, the highest polling percentage at 71.59 and 69.93 was reported from Rampur and 

Theog towns, respectively. 

 Among the 12 districts, the highest polling was registered in Una district (75.88 per cent) 

followed by Solan (75.80) and Kullu (75.06) and the lowest was in Lahaul and Spiti (61.79 per 

cent). 

 According to election department archives, Shimla saw the highest polling in 1982 (66.01 per cent) 

and the lowest in 1957 (30.44 per cent) since the first Assembly elections in 1951. 
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HIMACHAL PRADESH OLDEST VOTER 

 At the age of 103, Shyam Saran Negi, who never missed a chance to tune to hear Prime 

Minister’s 'Mann Ki Baat' programme, voted again. 

 Despite his failing vision and aching knees, India's first voter Shyam Saran Negi reached his 

polling booth in Himachal Pradesh's Kinnaur to exercise his franchise in the state's panchayat 

elections. 

 Negi cast his vote at the Kalpa polling booth, where he was given a warm welcome by laying a 

red carpet by the district administration. 

 A staunch believer in democracy, he wants other Indians too not to miss an opportunity to vote. 

 Negi has been appointed a brand ambassador by the state Election Commission for its SVEEP 

(Systematic Voters' Education and Electoral Participation) campaign. 

 Retired as a junior basic teacher from a government school in 1975, Negi was among the first to 

vote in independent India's first Lok Sabha battle in 1951 in Chini constituency - later renamed 

Kinnaur. At that time, balloting in the snow-bound area was held ahead of other places in the 

state and the country. 

 In 2010, then Chief Election Commissioner Navin Chawla visited Negi's village to honour him as 

part of the Election Commission's diamond jubilee celebrations. 

 Negi, who had made a special appearance in a Hindi film, "Sanam Re”  has voted in every 

general, Assembly and panchayat elections since 1951.  

 Kalpa village is part of the Mandi Lok Sabha constituency, which includes Kullu and Mandi 

and parts of Chamba and Shimla districts besides the tribal-dominated Kinnaur and Lahaul and 

Spiti districts. 

INCLUSIVE ELECTIONS 

To facilitate around 34,500 registered People with Disability (PwD) electors in Himachal Pradesh and to 

ensure a smooth voting experience for them, special arrangements had been made by setting up 10 special 

polling stations for them across the state.  

 In a first of its kind initiative, the Election Commission of India (ECI) has allotted nearest polling 

booths to PwD voters. 

 For the visually impaired, Braille voting system have been introduced. Braille ballot papers with 

names and symbols of candidates were available at booths and voters were allowed to read the 

symbols and serial number of the candidates before entering the voting booths. 
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HIGHEST POLLING BOOTH IN KANGRA DISTRICT  

The State Election Commission set up a polling booth for panchayat elections, 2021 at the height of 7,700 

ft above sea level for 17 voters at Bara Bhangal in Kangra.  

 This was the highest polling station of the Kangra district for panchayat elections, 2021. 

 Election material was sent to Bara Bhangal for the completion of panchayat elections. 

 The total population of Bara Bhangal is 627 out of which 439 are registered voters of which 422 

have migrated to Bir. 

 Most of the villagers had migrated to Bir with the onset of winters, therefore, special polling 

station at Bir would also be set up for facilitating these 422 villagers. 

 Situated at a height of 7,700 ft in the Dhauladhar ranges of the Himalayas, Bara Bhangal is 

considered to be the remotest village in Kangra valley. 

 The first polling booth was set up in the village during the Assembly elections in 2007.  

 Later in 2009, the residents had boycotted the election following their demand to exclude the area 

from sanctuary area. They had, however, voted in the 2012 Assembly elections. 

 Many times during Assembly and parliament elections, the government used helicopters to lift 

polling parties to the Bara Bhangal polling booth. 

LINKING PIN  

BARA BHANGAL  

Tehsil Name : Baijnath 

District : Kangra 

State : Himachal Pradesh 

Language : Hindi and Kangri 

Assembly constituency : Baijnath assembly constituency 

Assembly MLA : Mulkh Raj 

Lok Sabha constituency : Kangra parliamentary constituency 

Parliament MP : Kishan Kapoor  

 

BRAND AMBASSADORS FOR LOKSABHA ELECTIONS 

To ensure cent per cent enrolment of eligible voters and meet the voting percentage target of 75 per cent, 

the Election Commission of India (ECI) has roped in two more brand ambassadors to motivate 51.59 lakh 

state voters to exercise their franchise in the Lok Sabha elections. 

 The number of the state ambassadors has now reached four. 

o Vicky Chauhan, a young pahari singer. 

o Shalini Sharma, a radio jockey. 

o Muskan Thakur, a visually impaired singer.  

o Shyam Saran Negi from Kinnaur, India’s first voter and a centenarian. 



 
 

112 
 

 In the 16th Lok Sabha elections, the voter turnout was 64.45 per cent. For the 17th Loksabha 

election, the ECI targets to make it more than 75 per cent. 

 Vicky Chauhan performs at ‘pahari’ fairs and festivals. He has been encouraging people to vote 

with his slogan “Chalo youth to booth”. 

 The ECI has also roped in Muskan, who’s completely visually impaired. With her slogan “If I 

can, why can’t you”, she has been motivating voters to elect the right candidate.  

 Shalini Sharma, a radio jockey who introduces herself as Chehkti-Mehkti Shalini Sharma on a 

local FM radio show, has also been motivating listeners to vote in large numbers. She guides 

people on how to enrol as a voter and encourages them with her slogan “Come out and vote”. 

LINKING PIN  

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA (ECI) 

The Election Commission of India is an autonomous constitutional authority responsible for 

administering Union and State election processes in India. 

The body administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and State Legislative Assemblies in India, 

and the offices of the President and Vice President in the country. 

Part XV of the Indian constitution deals with elections, and establishes a commission for these matters. 

The Election Commission was established in accordance with the Constitution on 25th January 1950. 

Article 324 to 329 of the constitution deals with powers, function, tenure, eligibility, etc of the 

commission and the member. 

 

DECENTRALIZED GOVERNANCE 

DEVOLUTION OF FUNDS 

 Himachal Gram Panchayats would now be able to install hand pumps in their areas from the 

funds being provided by the 14th Finance Commission. 

 The guidelines in this regard have been issued to all Gram Panchayats of the state.   

 The Gram Panchayats will have to forward their demand for installing hand pumps to the regional 

office of the Irrigation and Public Health department for preparation of estimate. 

 The department would provide the required financial assistance from the funds of 14th Finance 

Commission for this purpose as per the estimate prepared by the Panchayats. 

 Funds are directly being forwarded to the Gram Panchayats under the 14th Finance Commission. 

 A provision has been made to provide Rs 1,800 crore to the Gram Panchayats of the State from 

this head, out of which Rs 488 crore was provided during the financial year of 2019-20. 
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 As the first installment for the financial year 2019- 20, the State Government has received an 

amount of Rs 244.32 crores from the Central government, which is being provided directly to the 

Gram Panchayats. 

 This decision will help in redressing the drinking water problem in the rural areas besides 

constructing permanent properties under the 14th Finance Commission. 

LINKING PIN  

THE FINANCE COMMISSION  

o The Finance Commission is a Constitutional body formulated under Article 280 of the Indian 

Constitution.  

o It is constituted every five years by the President of India to review the state of finances of the 

Union and the States and suggest measures for maintaining a stable and sustainable fiscal 

environment.  

o It also makes recommendations regarding the devolution of taxes between the Center and the 

States from the divisible pool which includes all central taxes excluding surcharges and cess 

which the Centre is constitutionally mandated to share with the States. 

THE FOURTEENTH FINANCE COMMISSION   

o The Fourteenth Finance Commission of India was constituted on 2 January 2013.  

o The commission's chairman was former Reserve Bank of India governor Y. V. Reddy and its 

members were Sushma Nath, M. Govinda Rao, Abhijit Sen, Sudipto Mundle, and AN Jha. 

o The recommendations of the commission entered force on April 2015.  

 

VERTICAL FISCAL FEDERALISM: ROLE OF 15TH FINANCE 

COMMISSION  

The 15th Finance Commission has recommended a total of Rs 81,977 crore for Himachal Pradesh 

over the next five years, which includes the state’s share in central taxes and duties worth Rs 35,064 crore 

and total grants-in-aid worth Rs 46,913 crore. 

 Though there has been a marginal cut in the revenue deficit grant (RDG), the 15th Finance 

Commission’s grant of Rs 81,977 crore for the next five years has come as a major breather for 

the state government. 

 With this the state government would receive Rs 950 crore per month, which would take care of 

the hefty salary burden of over two lakh government employees.  

 The fact that the Finance Commission did not make a major cut in the RDG is the biggest relief 

for the state government, which was apprehensive about a possible cut in view of the Covid 

pandemic. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reserve_Bank_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Y._V._Reddy
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 While the revenue deficit grant given by the 14th Finance Commission was Rs 40,642 crore, 

the RDG given by the 15th Finance Commission is Rs 37,199 crore, which shows a marginal 

decrease. 

 A new feature this time has been the Rs 1,420-crore state specific grant on the 

recommendations by the Finance Commission.  

This includes: 

o Rs 1,000 crore for the construction of an airport at Nagchala in Mandi district. 

o Rs 400 crore for the expansion and upgrade of the Gaggal airport in Kangra.  

o Rs 20 crore for the development of the Jwalamukhi temple in Kangra. 

The grant of Rs 1,000 crore for the construction of an airport in Mandi has brightened the chances of the 

project taking shape. It is now being expected that Chief Minister could make a budgetary provision for 

the airport in the budget for the year 2021-22, besides seeking funds from the Union Ministry of Civil 

Aviation. 

 A grant of Rs 3,049 crore has been made for the urban local bodies. 

 Rs 2,258 crore for disaster management.  

 The 14th Finance Commission had announced a grant of Rs 72,033 crore for Himachal 

while the 15th Finance Commission had enhanced it marginally to Rs 81,977 crore for the 

period 2021-22 to 2025-2026.  

 A provision of Rs 19,309 crore had been made for the financial year 2020-21. 

A sum of: 

o Rs 35,064 crore would be received as the tax share.  

o Rs 37,199 crore as the revenue deficit grant.  

o Rs 37 crore for the health sector.  

o Rs 2,222 crore for the Pradhan Mantri Gramin Sadak Yojana.  

o Rs 21 crore for data and statistics. 

Himachal still needs to connect with roads 7,628 census villages located in difficult terrain. 

HP has lower road density than the national average. Since the scope for railways and inland water 

transport is negligible in a hill state, roads are its only lifeline. Inadequate road network leads to heavy 

head-load cost of providing public services. 

It said that Himachal may enhance its gross state domestic product (GSDP) by boosting tourism with 

measures such as improving the air and road connectivity, developing new offbeat hill-stations, starting 

heli-taxi services to remote hill-stations, encouraging eco-tourism and adventure sports and promoting 

homestays as a viable alternate source of income for the people. 
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NEED FOR FISCAL REFORMS: 

 The state has a high debt to GSDP ratio which needs to be consolidated in line with the new 

Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act and other recommendations made 

by the Commission.  

 The state has not done well in terms of GST collections. It needs to find innovative ways to 

increase both its own tax revenue (OTR) and own non-tax revenue (ONTR.  

 The state also “needs to take measures to restructure and rationalise its spending by reducing the 

burden of committed expenditure”. 

 Indicators related to education, health, water and sanitation are better for Himachal than national 

averages, and the state was the second in the country to be declared open-defecation free. 

 Eight percent of the state’s population lives below the poverty line, and its annual per capita 

revenue expenditure on health and education is much higher than the National Health Education 

Standards (NEHS) averages. 

 The 15th Finance Commission has advised the state Government to increase the income of  

panchayats.  

 It has also revealed that gram panchayats in the state are earning only 13.7 per cent of their 

total expenditure. 

 The Commission has suggested to the Himachal Pradesh government that increasing the rates of 

property tax will increase income. Users’ charges can be introduced in panchayats.  

Panchayats charging users in several states  

Gram panchayats are putting users' charges in many states. For this, the Government of Himachal Pradesh 

can study the model of users’ fee from outside states. Even if there is a parking arrangement in 

panchayats, users are also charged. All such projects can be made in panchayats, in lieu of whose services 

they can take users ' charges. This will increase the income of panchayats.  

Urban bodies already in force in the system  

The system of taking users ' charges for many tasks in urban bodies is already in force. In the coming 

time, the government can also focus on increasing projects that can be charged by users. Property tax of 

these bodies can also be increased.  

LINKING PIN  

15TH FINANCE COMMISSION  

The 15th Finance Commission was constituted by the President of India in November 2017, under the 

chairmanship of NK Singh. Its recommendations will cover a period of five years from the year 2021-22 

to 2025-26. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Vertical Devolution (Devolution of Taxes of the Union to States): 
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o It has recommended maintaining the vertical devolution at 41% - the same as in its interim report 

for 2020-21. 

o It is at the same level of 42% of the divisible pool as recommended by the 14th Finance 
Commission. 

o It has made the required adjustment of about 1% due to the changed status of the erstwhile State 

of Jammu and Kashmir into the new Union Territories of Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir. 

 

Horizontal Devolution (Allocation Between the States): 

For horizontal devolution, it has suggested 12.5% weightage to demographic performance, 45% to 

income, 15% each to population and area, 10% to forest and ecology and 2.5% to tax and fiscal efforts. 

 

FIRST ‘SWACHH’ PANCHAYAT OF UNA DISTRICT 

Ajouli has attained the distinction of becoming the first ‘Swachh’ panchayat of Una district, complete 

with both solid and liquid waste management systems in place. 

 The state government provided funds for different types of waste management machinery and 

laying of the underground pipe network for collecting waste water which is drained into an old 

village pond. 

 Local residents collectively formulated norms such as segregating household waste and fixing 

user charges for the person collecting garbage. 

 It took almost eight years for the panchayat to attain the ‘Swachh’ status as each component had 

to be implemented as per norms and funds also came in instalments.  

 The first instalment of Rs 20 lakh was received about six years ago and the liquid waste 

management plan was executed. 

 An old unused and dried-up pond which was located almost in the middle of the habitations was 

chosen as the collection point for the waste. The pond was beautified with a walking path 

circumferencing it. The water got recharged into the ground and there was no foul smell around. 

 For the solid waste management system, another sum of Rs 20 lakh was utilised to purchase 

machinery and colour-coded bins. The waste is segregated by residents into biodegradable and 

non-degradable waste, which gets transported to a recycling facility. 

 A plastic shredder was used to shred plastic material and the product was sold to plastic recycling 

units. 

 The biodegradable material is composted with the help of a composter, which has a capacity to 

compost 150 kg of material into 15 kg of compost each day. 

 While bio-medical discards like sanitary pads, diapers and bandages are sent to another machine, 

while other material is sold off as junk. 
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 There were about 410 households in the panchayat and every household paid Re 1 per day to the 

sanitation worker for collecting the garbage. 

 The Ajouli panchayat had remained on the forefront in the field of cleanliness and sanitation. 

o In 2013, the panchayat had won the Nirmal Gram Award, which has a cash incentive of Rs 10 

lakh.  

o In 2013, it bagged the Maharishi Valmiki Sampoorna Swachata Award which comes with a 

cash award of Rs 5 lakh.  

o In 2018 too, the panchayat was awardes a sum of Rs 1 lakh under the Swach Bharat Mission. 

Waste Management 

 The biodegradable material is composted with the help of a composter, which has a capacity to 

compost 150 kg of material into 15 kg of compost each day. 

 Bio-medical discards like sanitary pads, diapers and bandages are sent to another machine, while 

other material is sold off as junk. 

PANDRER: A MODEL PANCHAYAT 

Pandrer gram panchayat in Nurpur, Kangra district has become a role model in providing amenities 

with the best use of development funds. 

 The panchayat, led by young and first-timer pradhan Sikander Rana, has set the path for others 

too. 

 With a population around 1,800, the panchayat had come into existence 25 year ago and was one 

of the backward panchayats in Kangra district.  

 It had got public recognition in September, 2019 when its pradhan succeeded in re-opening the 

local Government Primary School that had been closed by the government in 2012-13 as none 

of the parents had enrolled their wards in the school. 

 The panchayat not only revived the school but also converted it into a model school with smart 

classrooms equipped with LCDs and Internet connection.  

 With the community participation, the best sitting arrangement for pupils, water cooler, toilet 

and other infrastructure was raised by the panchayat, setting an example for other schools closed 

due to the falling number of students. The pradhan got her daughter admitted to the school and his 

wife started teaching in it without getting any salary. 

 This panchayat has made the best use of MGNREGA funds in raising rural infrastructure by 

constructing roads, sports facilities, a small bridge and irrigation works.  
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Rural Infrastructure 

 The panchayat has built a Rs 23 lakh bridge connecting two villages. 

 Besides, multi-purpose playground, new panchayat ghar with Wi-Fi, a conference hall with 

CCTV cameras, an indoor gym, a children park, a community bhavan, 56 water tanks, 30 

protection walls, five checkdams, and pucca paths have been built. 

 The panchayat has also provided 50 solar lights in all five wards and constructed a public toilet, a 

rain shelter and sprinkle irrigation water scheme. 

NORMS FOR NEW PANCHAYATS 

Himachal government has approved the criteria for creating new gram panchayats. 

NORMS FOR NON TRIBAL AREAS: 

 In non-tribal areas, panchayats would be carved out from panchayats with a minimum population 

of 2,000, having 500 or more households and with the farthest village from the gram sabha 

headquarters 5 km or more away. 

 This would be subject to the condition that the minimum population before and after bifurcation 

is 600. 

 These criteria will also be applicable for backward areas. 

NORMS FOR TRIBAL AREAS:- 

 In tribal areas, the new gram panchayats would be created from panchayats with a population of 

750 or more, provided the minimum population of the existing and new panchayat is 300. 

YOUNGEST PANCHAYAT PRADHAN IN HIMACHAL STATE 

At the age of 21, Neha Verma has become the youngest panchayat pradhan in the state.  

 Voters of Tambar panchayat of Jaisinghpur sub-division of Kangra district have elected the young 

girl as their pardhan with an impressive margin.  

 Neha secured 489 votes while the security deposits of all the remaining five candidates were 

forfeited.  

 The panchayat was reserved for woman candidates. 
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GOOD GOVERNANCE 

Good Governance Initiatives 

HIM VIKAS SAMIKSHA 

“Him Vikas Samiksha" is a unique initiative of the Himachal state government which aims at constant 

reviewing of progress of the ongoing developmental projects besides expediting the pace of 

development.  

 This is a holistic programme to review the working of the government departments as a whole 

instead of individual departmental reviews . 

 The aim is to adopt pro-active approach towards effective implementation of the developmental 

schemes so that fixed targets could be achieved in a stipulated time period. 

Initiatives  

 103 Key Performance Indicators (KPI) have been set for 21 departments of the state besides four 

common KPIs for 26 departments.  

 Online reporting is being done in place of the manual reporting for accelerating the pace 

development. 

Public Works Department 

 To develop work management and information system so that all the works of the department 

could be displayed online. 

 Expediting the cases of Forest Rights Act (FRA) and Forest Conservation Act (FCA) so that the 

developmental projects do not suffer due to want of forest clearances. Apart from ensuing time 

bound completion of projects, major stress must be laid on quality construction. 

The Irrigation and Public Health Department 

 Himachal Pradesh is the second state after Sikkim in respect of providing piped drinking 

water to households. The Irrigation and Public Health department must ensure that the safe 

drinking water be supplied to the people particularly in the rural areas in order to avoid spread of 

water borne diseases. 

 Providing  irrigation facilities to maximum farm lands which would not only motivate the farmers 

to go for cultivation of alternative cash crops but also help in doubling the farm income by next 

three years. 

Agriculture Department  

 Agriculture department should lay stress on post harvesting management and food processing 

so as to ensure value addition to the produce of the farmers. This would go a long way in 

increasing the farmer's income by ensuring them remunerative prices of their produce.  
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 Natural farming must be encouraged so that Himachal could become a natural farming state of 

the country.  

 Efforts should be made on creating employment and self-employment opportunities in the 

agriculture sector.  

 Emphasis should also be laid on increasing milk production to supplement the farmers’ income. 

MYGOV PORTAL 

Himachal Chief Minister has launched Himachal MyGov portal here which is expected to strengthen 

public participation in Governance process. 

 MyGov is a platform to build a partnership between Citizens and Government with the help of 

technology for growth and development of India.   

 This platform aims to enhance citizen-partnership with the State Government and vice versa. 

 MyGov Himachal will help people of the State to communicate their views, suggestions, 

feedback as well discontentment if any.  

 The State Government will give due consideration to constructive criticism and synergizing all 

contributions for betterment of the State and Country as well. 

 MyGov Himachal Portal and Chief Minister App would bring Administration closer to people 

and ensure two way communications between the Government and the People.  

 Himachal Pradesh with the launch of this app has become 11th State to have this facility. 

 The salient features of MyGov Himachal would be Discussion, Tasks, Talks, Polls, and Blogs on 

various groups based on diverse governance and public policy issues.  

 With the help of this App, people would be able to get firsthand and prompt information 

regarding various policies and programmes of government framed for their welfare.  

 The general public can also give their valuable suggestions for making the policies and 

programmes more effective and result oriented.  

 The State Government earlier has also started CM Sewa Sankalp Helpline 1100 for redressal of 

their grievances and also help raising various issues of social importance. 

 People of the State would be able to write directly to the Chief Minister regarding their various 

grievances through Chief Minister App.  

 Core idea behind MyGov Himachal portal is to increase public participation in governance, 

therefore, every citizen is requested to enroll himself in this portal, share his opinions, feedback, 

suggestions and discontentment with government if any and all suggestions will be considered 

sympathetically. 
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 The only thing that Citizens needed to do is to enroll themselves in Himachal.mygov.in by 

entering their credentials. 

SECURITY OF SHAKTIPEETHS TO BE HELD ON THE LINES OF 

TIRUPATI IN HIMACHAL PRADESH 

 The security arrangements for the Shaktichairs of Himachal Pradesh will soon be on the lines of 

Tirumala Tirupati Devplace in Andhra Pradesh.  

 After the end of the corona, a team of five police officers headed by a superintendent of Police 

level officer will study it in Andhra Pradesh.  

 During this one-week training stay, the team will study the security arrangements of the deity 

who manages several lakh devotees every year.  

 In addition to biometric scanners at Tirupati, a number of security arrangements have been made 

in addition to online registration and CCTV cameras.  

 Since the power benches and large temples like Jhamji, Chamunda Devi, Bajreshwari Devi, 

Chintpurni and Naina Devi of Himachal Pradesh also reach millions of people every year.  

 In addition, domestic and foreign tourists arrive every year at the Dalai Lama, the Buddhist 

temple in Rivalsar and the Khardag monastery.  

 This exercise is being undertaken to keep the security arrangements right at these heavily 

congested places. 

BIOMETRIC SYSTEM FOR PDS CONSUMERS  

 The Department of Food and Civil Supplies has resumed biometric devices for Public 

Distribution System (PDS) consumers at fair price shops. 

 However, the department’s plan to use iris scanners for the identification of PDS beneficiaries has 

suffered a setback as the electronic point of sale (EPoS) machines are not compatible with these. 

 SOPs like sanitisation of machines after use and no crowding around shops will be followed.  

Need for services: It is important to start the service for two reasons.  

One, it is not possible to start the ‘one nation, one card’ scheme until the biometric system is not 

functional.  

Two, it will help stop leakages. A person will not get ration without the biometric authentication. As 

many as 18 states have resumed the biometric authentication. 

 The department had planned to have iris scanners at fair price shops by April. Besides negating 

the need to touch the machines, the use of iris scanners will bring down the cases of fingerprint 

mismatch reported in biometric devices. 
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 There are about 5 per cent to 7 per cent complaints in fingerprint mismatch in biometric system. 

With iris scanners, it will come down to 1 per cent. 

 

Good Governance Legislation & Rules 

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC SERVICE GUARANTEE ACT, 2011 

 To implement the Himachal Pradesh Public Service Guarantee Act, 2011 more effectively, the 

state government has brought 188 time-bound services under 27 departments, in which nearly 

13,000 authorities are designated and monitored by nodal officers at state and district levels so 

that public service becomes a reality for the people of state. 

 The departments covered under the Act for assured time-bound services include health, forests, 

panchayati raj, revenue, industries, irrigation and public health department, agriculture, 

animal husbandry, social justice and empowerment department, home (fire services), Multi 

Purpose Projects (MPP) and power, urban development, town and country planning, housing, 

transport, home and health and many more so that major services could be covered. 

 Himachal Pradesh is the first state to pioneer the District Good Governance Index for 

measuring governance performance on seven themes, 18 focus subjects and 100 indicators as a 

self-evaluation mechanism.  

BROADENING THE SCOPE OF HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC 

SERVICE GUARANTEE ACT 

The government has notified seven services of the Urban Development Department under the 

Himachal Pradesh Public Service Guarantee Act to ensure time-bound service to the people. 

Service within stipulated time is key to good governance. Soon, more services of the Urban Local Bodies 

(ULBs) will be brought under the Public Service Guarantee Act.  

The services brought within the ambit of the Act are : 

 Trade license.  

 Road-cutting permission.  

 Inspection carried out for granting road cutting permission.  

 Verification to ensure proper restoration.  

 Property tax/vacant land tax.  

 Signage license.  

 Sanction for storage of construction material and movie shooting. 
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 The time limit for issuing a trade license had been fixed at seven days, with assistant 

commissioners of Municipal Corporation and executive officer of Nagar Panchayat being the 

designated officers. 

 For road cutting permission, the same officials could be approached and the time limit is 15 days.  

 The architect planner in the Municipal Corporation area and Executive Officer in the Municipal 

Council and Secretary in Nagar Panchayat would have to carry out inspections for road cutting 

permission and verification to ensure proper restoration within seven days.  

 For property and vacant land tax, the designated authorities have to issue bills within 30 days 

from the completion of the financial year. 

 One could apply on a prescribed form for obtaining a signage licence and 15 days had been fixed 

for service delivery. 

The Himachal Pradesh Public Service Guarantee Act, 2011 

 Sec. 6 – First Appeal- within 30 Days 

 Disposal- within 30 Days (Max – 45 Days) 

 Sec 7- Second Appeal- within 60 Days 

 Disposal- Time Limit not mentioned 

 Sec. 8(1) - Penalty – 500 to 5000 Rs (Second A.A.) 

 Sec. 8(2) – Compensation- not more than penalty. 

 Rule 4- Displays of info on Notice Board and website 

 Rule 9- Deposit of penalty amounts/ Head 

LINKING PIN  

o Right to Public Services legislation in India comprises statutory laws which guarantee time bound 

delivery of services for various public services rendered by the Government to citizen and provides 

mechanism for punishing the errant public servant who is deficient in providing the service 

stipulated under the statute.  

o Right to Service legislation is meant to reduce corruption among the government officials and to 

increase transparency and public accountability.  

o Madhya Pradesh became the first state in India to enact Right to Service Act on 18 August 2010 

and Bihar was the second to enact this bill on 25 July 2011. 
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NEW HIMACHAL PRADESH LOKAYUKTA RULES, 2019 

 

Himachal Pradesh government has notified the New Himachal Pradesh Lokayukta Rules, 2019 which 

makes it mandatory for every public servant to file with competent authority an annual return of their 

assets and liabilities on or before July 31 every year in Form-6.  

 It says that competent authority shall forward a copy of the return, filed by public servant to 

Lokayukta on or before September 30 every year.  

 Under the new rules now it would be mandatory for every competent authority to send a copy of 

transfer order of every Class-I, Class-II and Class-III employee to the Lokayukta to ascertain their 

station of posting. 

 It also has the provision of Lokayukta furnishing return to the State Government every six months 

in Form-7 in the month of July and January stating about the number of complaints registered, 

enquiries and investigations conducted, prosecution sanction granted, charge-sheet filed in the 

Special Court etc. 

 According to the new rules, with the regard to the application of the Criminal Procedure Code, 

the provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 will apply for the purpose of conducting 

any preliminary inquiry and investigation under the Act provided that the Lokayukta or the 

officer authorized by him shall have power to take cognizance of offences in the appropriate 

cases under section 190 of the Code of the Criminal Procedure, 1973. 

 For the purpose of summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person, discovery and 

production of any document, receiving evidence on affidavit, requisitioning any public record, 

issuing commissions for the examination of witnesses or documents, attachment of assets etc, the 

provisions of Chapter XVI of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 shall apply mutatis mutandis, 

with the necessary changes as deemed fit, by the Lokayukta. 

 Lokayukta will also maintain its accounts of receipts and payments and other relevant records in 

accordance with the provisions of the Himachal Pradesh Financial Rules, 2009. 

 People can send their complaints to Lokayukta only after duly signed by the complainant and 

made in Form-1 and it also needs to be accompanied by an affidavit in Form-2 in support of its 

contents. Complaint could be made to Lokayukta either in person or sent by registered post or 

speed post to the Secretary to the Lokayukta. 
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LINKING PIN  

LOKAYUKTA 

Lokayukta is an anti-corruption authority or ombudsman – an official appointed by the government to 

represent the interests of the public. It investigates allegations of corruption and mal-administration 

against public servants and is tasked with speedy redressal of public grievances. 

The Administrative Reforms Commission headed by Late Morarji Desai in 1966 recommended the 

setting up of the institution of Lokayukta. 

The Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013 provided for the establishment of Lokpal for the Union and 

Lokayukta for States. 

Lokeshwar Singh Panta is present Lokayukta of the state of Himachal Pradesh. He was the judge of the 

Supreme Court of India and was the first chairperson of the National Green Tribunal. 

 

Good Governance Ranking  

STATE OF THE STATES (SOTS) STUDY, 2020: CASE OF 

COOPERATIVE & COMPETITIVE FEDERALISM 

As India battles the virus, there has also been a collective effort to revive the flagging economy. And like 

India’s growth story, states will take the lead in India’s post-pandemic recovery. This is the moment India 

most needs the spirit of cooperative federalism, all states working towards rebuilding the Indian 

economy, while the Union government provides a strong and effective leadership.  

At the same time, the states also need to compete among themselves to outdo each other in economic 

development and social welfare. 

As India embarks on this challenging journey, it is imperative to assess the socio-economic condition of 

the states.  

INDIA TODAY State of the States (SOTS) study, 2020 assumes added significance—to help 

policymakers and stakeholders identify the potential and the pitfalls. 

For nearly two decades, this exercise has served as an accurate report card on the performance of the 

Indian states. It not only remains a comprehensive and credible benchmark for assessing a state’s socio-

economic standing but has also evolved in scope and methodology. 

 Among the big states, both in the best performing and most improved category, the overall 

winners have registered a hat trick.  

 Tamil Nadu has been best performing state overall for three consecutive years while Assam 

has retained that honour in the most improved category. In the small states too, Goa has been 

the best performing state overall for three years in a row. 
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 However, Tripura, which was a winner in the most improved category overall among small 

states for the past two years, ceded that position to Manipur this year. 

 Other states may not feature in the top slot but have shown significant improvement across 

categories. Himachal Pradesh, for instance, has registered the biggest jump in overall 

ranking in the best performing category for big states while Haryana has done the same 

in the most improved category.  

 When it comes to the small states, Manipur, Meghalaya and Tripura have shown a healthy 

rise in ranks, across multiple indicators. 

 What remains worrisome, though, is that very few states have shown uniform progress across 

all 12 categories, economy, infrastructure, agriculture, education, health, law and order, 

governance, inclusive development, entrepreneurship, tourism, environment and cleanliness.  

 Kerala, for instance, is No. 1 in health and No. 2 in education among best-performing 

states but is 20th in agriculture and 10th in economy and entrepreneurship.  

 Odisha is the most improved state in health but the least improved in education.  

 All states should aspire to earn uniformly high scores in this table. Only that can help them, 

and, in turn, the nation, return to the trajectory of growth. 

                  Best Performing Big State (Overall) – Tamil Nadu 

Rank State Score out of 2000 

2020 2019 2018   

1 1 1 Tamil Nadu 1,283.1 

2 2 7 Himachal Pradesh 1,235.1 

3 4 5 Punjab 1,235.0 

4 5 6 Kerala 1,211.9 

5 6 4 Gujarat 1,201.3 

 

   Most Improved Small State (Overall) – Assam 

                                 

           

Category-Wise 

Winners – Big States 

Category Best Performing Most Improved 

Economy Gujarat Andhra Pradesh 

Infrastructure Punjab Jharkhand 

Rank State Score out of 2000 

2020 2019 2018   

1 1 1 Assam 1,222.3 

2 2 8 Andhra Pradesh 1,194.8 

 3 3 3 Madhya Pradesh 1,147.1 

4 8 13 West Bengal 1,123.9 

5 17 15 Haryana 1,109.2 
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Agriculture  Punjab Madhya Pradesh 

Education Himachal Pradesh West Bengal 

Health Kerala Odisha 

Law & Order Punjab West Bengal 

Governance Rajasthan Assam 

Inclusive Development Tamil Nadu Bihar 

Entrepreneurship Haryana Uttar Pradesh 

Tourism Maharashtra Andhra Pradesh 

Environment Kerala Karnataka 

Cleanliness Himachal Pradesh Odisha 

 
 

Category-Wise 

Winners – Small States 

Category Best Performing Most Improved 

Economy Goa Mizoram 

Infrastructure Goa Tripura 

Agriculture  Tripura Meghalaya 

Education Puducherry Arunachal Pradesh 

Health Puducherry Mizoram 

Law & Order Nagaland Manipur 

Governance Delhi Sikkim 

Inclusive Development Mizoram Meghalaya 

Entrepreneurship Delhi Mizoram 

Tourism Goa Meghalaya 

Environment Meghalaya Puducherry 

Cleanliness Sikkim Puducherry 

 
Best Performing Small State (Overall) – Goa 

Rank State Score out of 2000 

2020 2019 2018   

1 1 2 Goa 1,267.5 

2 2 1 Puducherry 1,249.1 

3 4 3 Delhi 1,202.7 

4 3 4 Sikkim 1,144.7 

5 6 8 Tripura 1,024.2 

 

Most Improved Small State (Overall) – Manipur 

Rank State Score out of 2000 

2020 2019 2018   

1 8 9 Manipur 1,228.4 

2 1 1 Tripura 1,166.7 

3 7 5 Meghalaya 1,126.5 

4 2 3 Nagaland 1,061.3 

5 6 4 Mizoram 1,047.5 
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Big States (COVID Management) 

Rank State Score out of 100 

1 Assam 74.2 

2 Tamil Nadu 66.2 

3 Andhra Pradesh 65.8 

4 Bihar 65.5 

5 Haryana 63.9 

6 Jharkhand 60.0 

7 Odisha 59.4 

8 Karnataka 58.0 

9 Uttarakhand 55.4 

10 Kerala 52.5 

11 Punjab 52.1 

12 Telangana 50.3 

13 Uttar Pradesh 50.2 

14 Gujarat 49.3 

15 Maharashtra 41.7 

16 Madhya Pradesh 41.5 

17 Rajasthan 40.5 

18 West Bengal 34.6 

19 Himachal Pradesh 30.9 

20 Chhattisgarh 29.9 

 

Small States (COVID Management) 

Rank State Score out of 100 

1 Arunachal Pradesh 71.2 

2 Mizoram 63.0 

3 Delhi 59.6 

4 Goa 56.5 

5 Puducherry 55.0 

6 Tripura 51.2 

7 Manipur 47.4 

8 Meghalaya 43.7 

9 Sikkim 43.1 

10 Nagaland 22.4 

 

HIMACHAL PRADESH PERFORMANCE IN CRIME AND CRIMINAL 

TRACKING NETWORK AND SYSTEMS 

Himachal Pradesh was adjudged as the best-performing state in the implementation of Crime and 

Criminal Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS) under the hilly states' category. 

 A two-day seminar was organised by the National Crime Records Bureau on CCTNS and Inter-

operable Criminal Justice System (ICJS) on December 15-16, 2020. 

 This is the recognition of the hard work the State Police has put into implementing CCTNS. 
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 Himachal was the first state in the country to prepare a customised system as per their 

requirements, adding, that state-centric new modules like registration of migrant labours, the 

emergency response of control rooms and department related Vidhan Sabha questions. 

CCTNS PILOT PROJECT  

Going ahead with plan to facilitate general public in filing complaints, Himachal Police became the first 

state in India to connect Police Posts with Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems 

(CCTNS). 

The pilot project was launched in February 2015, in five police stations in Shimla. In the first phase, 

Sanjauli Police Post in Shimla was linked with CCTNS. 

 The Police posts of Manikaran in Kullu district, Solan City police station and Dada Siba in the Kangra 

district have also been simultaneously linked to CCTNS. 

BENEFITS FOR THE STATE: 

 With the linkage of Police Posts with CCTNS, the general public can now file complaints at these 

posts as earlier only Police Stations are authorised to register complaints. 

 After the linkage with CCTNS, people would be able to lodge online/offline complaints, police 

verification of job, tenants/character verification and migrant labourer registration etc through 

police post. 

 This would also enhance the working capabilities of the police department besides improving the 

law and order. 

 Once, the Police posts are linked with CCTNS software, its daily Roznamcha/Diary can be 

viewed online by a supervisory officer of the police department making it easy to supervise the 

staff. 

COVERAGE UNDER CCTNS PROJECT 

Under the implementation of CCTNS project, a total of 177 sites, including 144 police stations, 13 district 

headquarters (12 District+1 Police District, Baddi), headquarters, 26 sub-division police officers, three 

range office, one zone, State Crime Record Bureau, Police Headquarters, State Vigilance and Anti-

Corruption Bureau, CID crime branch, 14 control rooms, fingerprint bureau, forensic science laboratory, 

16 CCTNS training centres, including state data centre and data recovery centre are being covered in the 

state. 

LINKING PIN  

CCTNS PROJECT: 

o CCTNS (Crime and Criminal Tracking Network & Systems) is a Mission Mode Project under the 

National e-Governance Plan (NeGP) of Govt. of India, initiated in June 2009. 
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o CCTNS aims at creating a comprehensive and integrated system for enhancing the efficiency and 

effectiveness of policing. 

o This will be done through adoption of principles of e-Governance, and creation of a nationwide 

networked infrastructure for evolution of IT-enabled state-of-the-art tracking system around 

“investigation of crime and detection of criminals”. 

o In 2015, an additional objective of establishing a basic platform for an Inter-operable Criminal 

Justice System (ICJS) was added to the Project. 

NATIONAL CRIME RECORD BUREAU(NCRB): 

o NCRB, headquartered in New Delhi, was set-up in 1986 under the Ministry of Home Affairs 

(MHA) to function as a repository of information on crime and criminals so as to assist the 

investigators in linking crime to the perpetrators. 

o It was set up based on the recommendations of the National Police Commission (1977-1981) and 

the MHA’s Task Force (1985). 

o NCRB brings out the annual comprehensive statistics of crime across the country (‘Crime in 

India’ report). 

o Being published since 1953, the report serves as a crucial tool in understanding the law and 

order situation across the country. 

 

BEST POLICE STATION IN THE COUNTRY 

The Nadaun police station in Hamirpur district has been ranked the best police station in the country 

and being selected as the best police station in the state. 

 The police station has been awarded the certificate of excellence by Union Home Minister.  

 The police stations are being ranked by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India.  

 The Union Home Minister had recently released this index during the Conference of Directors 

General of Police. 

REPORTING POLICE POSTS (RPPs) IN KANGRA DISTRICT 

After the decision of the state government to provide the facility of lodging of FIRs or police complaints 

at their doorstep, the Kangra district police administration has designated 13 out of 25 police chowkis in 

the district as Reporting Police Posts (RPPs).  

 The people under the jurisdiction of these designated RPPs will get the facility to file their police 

complaints at their doorstep.  

 A provision has also been made for people to procure character verification certificates through 

these RPPs. 

 These RPPs had been made functional after equipping these with computers, printers and internet 

connections.  

 The applicants will approach these RPPs which have online connectivity with respective police 

stations. 
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 Inquiries reveal that 11 out of 25 police chowkis across the district had been functioning for a 

long time on a temporary basis as the successive state governments had failed to notify these 

chowkis. 

 In Nurpur region, Kandwal, Gangath and Rehan police chowkis are still working on a makeshift 

basis and waiting to be notified by the state government. 

 These chowkis could not be designated as RPPs causing a lot of resentment among residents as 

they still have to travel to reach the Nurpur police station for the registration of FIRs and 

procuring character certificates required for various official purposes. 

HIMACHAL PRADESH PERFORMANCE IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS INDEX 

Even as Himachal Pradesh remains the only state from North to have been ranked third best in the small 

category in Public Affairs Index 2020, the fact that the hill state has slid from the top and second position 

in the last two years can be a cause of concern. 

The report was released by the Public Affairs Centre, Bengaluru-based not-for-profit organisation, 

Having remained the best governed state in the small category in 2018 and the second best in 2019, this 

year the state has slid to the third position.  

 In 2019, Himachal was at No. 2 with a score of 0.985 as compared to Goa, which held the top 

position with a score of 1.1. 

 In 2018, HP was adjudged the best governed state in the small category with a score of 0.513, 

followed by Goa at 0.487 and Sikkim at 0.484. 
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LINKING PIN 

THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS INDEX (PAI, 2020)  

  It is released by the Public Affairs Centre, a not-for-profit organisation headed by former Indian 

Space Research Organisation (ISRO) chairman K. Kasturirangan. 

  The states were ranked on governance performance in the context of sustainable development 

defined by three pillars of equity, growth and sustainability. 

 The Public Affairs Index (PAI,2020) is a scientifically rigorous, data-based framework that 

measures the quality of governance at the subnational level and ranks the states and Union 

Territories (UTs) of India on a Composite Index (CI).  

 States are classified into two categories – large and small – using population as the criteria. 

 The three dimensions of sustainable development – Equity, Growth and Sustainability as the 

overarching goals of governance, constitute the bases in the approach to measuring the 

performance of the states.  

 They are the three pillars on which the CI is constructed. Each of three pillars is circumscribed 

by five governance praxis themes that influence the pace and direction of development outcomes, 

in substantive and context-specific ways, in small or great measure.  

 The themes include – Voice and Accountability, Government Effectiveness, Rule of Law, 

Regulatory Quality and Control of Corruption.  

 At the bottom of the pyramid, 50 component indicators are mapped to 13 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) that are relevant to the states and UTs.  

 This forms the foundation of the conceptual framework of PAI 2020.  

 The choice of the 50 indicators that go into the calculation of the CI were dictated by the 

objective of uncovering the complexity and multidimensional character of development 

governance. 
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DISTRICT GOOD GOVERNANCE INDEX, 2019 

Himachal state has released District Good Governance Index (HPDGGI) Annual Report-2019. 

Himachal Pradesh is the first State in the country which has started to measure the quality of 

governance in vital sectors among all the districts. 

The objective was to make the governance system better and result-oriented. 

The index is a uniform means of assessing the current state of good governance in all districts and being 

aware of the effects of various important steps taken by the government. 

THEMES: 

The second report on District Good Governance Index has been prepared by Department of Economic 

& Statistics on the basis of secondary data of 12 districts, collected on broad 7 Themes, 18 focus 

subjects and 45 indicators to assess the comparative performance of all districts. 

This index includes seven broad themes, namely:- 

• Essential infrastructure 

• Support to human development 

• Social protection 

• Women and children 

• Crime, law and order 

• Environment 

• Transparency and accountability. 

RESULTS: 

 The Bilaspur district has bagged first prize of Rs. 50 lakh in HimachalPradesh District Good 

Governance Index annual report-2019 by scoring 75.8 percent in the index . 

 Mandi district bagged second prize of Rs. 35 lakh by securing 70.2 percent 

 Hamirpur district got third prize of Rs. 25 lakh by securing 64.5 percent. 

PAST ACHIEVEMENTS: 

 Efforts of the State Government in respect to governance were also recognized by the Public 

Affairs Centre, Bengaluru and Himachal Pradesh was awarded first among 12 small States 

consistently in 2017 and 2018 and second in 2019 on the Public Affairs Index (PAI). 

 State Government is committed to use information technology to usher in an era of e-governance 

aimed at simplifying processes, bringing in transparency, accountability, providing need based, 

quality and timely information to all the citizens of the State. 
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SMART GOVERNANCE (E- GOVERNANCE) 

CITIZEN- CENTRIC HEALTH SERVICES 

The Medicine Retail Shops of H.P State Civil Supplies Corporation (HPSCSC) Limited has made online 

to facilitate the patients and their attendants besides ensuring transparency and efficient services to 

consumers. 

 Presently 29 medicine shops were being run by the Corporation in different government hospitals 

and complexes of health institutions. 

 CCTV cameras had been installed in 67 Whole Sale Godowns owned by the Corporation to keep 

surveillance on the godowns and efforts were on to bring remaining four godowns under it at the 

earliest. Steps were also being taken to bring all the 338 hired godowns under CCTV Cameras. 

LINKING PIN 

The Himachal Pradesh State Civil Supplies Corporation Limited was established in September, 1980 

under the Companies Act, 1956 as a Joint Stock Company wholly owned by the State Government.  

The Head Office of the Corporation is situated at Shimla headed by the Managing Director. The 

organization is divided into two divisions with Headquarters at Dharamshala and Solan. 

The primary function assigned to the Corporation is that of a 'CENTRAL PROCUREMENT AGENCY' for 

all the controlled and non-controlled essential commodities ( as identified by the Central/State 

Government under Public Distribution System) at the Wholesale level and further to distribute these 

commodities through the District Co-operative Federations or the Tehsil Co-operative Unions (which 

function as sub-wholesalers) and where these are weak or do not exist , to distribute directly to the fair 

price shops. 

Besides this, Corporation may undertake trading, storage, movement (including inter-state movement) 

and distribution of such other essential commodities which may be required as per demand from 

consumer in general, from time to time so as to ensure their availability in the open market at reasonable 

rates. 

 

NATIONAL GENERIC DOCUMENT REGISTRATION SYSTEM 

Himachal Chief Minister launched online registration of land records -- National Generic Document 

Registration System (NGDRS) under the Digital India Land Records Modernization Programme 

on pilot basis in Shimla (Urban) and Kumarsain Tehsil of Shimla district. 

Himachal Pradesh has become 7th State of Country to have implemented this project.  

BENEFITS: 

 This would facilitate speedy registration in the State besides facilitating online valuation and 

payment. After successful implementation of this pilot project it would be rolled out throughout 

the State. 

 Citizens would be facilitated to make request for online registration, stamp duty calculation and 

email enabled alerts to the citizens and users. 
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 This would ensure check on any tempering with revenue records, adding that the system would 

also help in effective maintenance of revenue records for the benefit of the land owners. 

 The system would also go a long way in effective dealing with land related issues and lessen the 

unnecessary litigation in revenue related matters.  

 The NGDRS would also help in avoiding duplicate usages of stamp paper, and the copy of 

registered document would be stored using scanning technology and the downloaded document 

could be viewed by generating certified copy by authorized users. 

 The land owners and buyers could make payment of stamp duty and registration fee through 

online mode.  

ONLINE PORTAL FOR SECTION 118  

Himachal Chief Minister has rolled out the online module of permissions under Section 118 of HP 

Tenancy and Land Reforms Act, 1972. 

 This module would go a long way in speedy disposal of 118 cases.  

 The module would also ensure transparency in the process of approval regarding 118 cases. 

 The Section 118 was imposed in the state to safeguard the farmers. 

 Section 118 also at time causes hurdle in expediting the pace of development due to cumbersome 

procedure and delay in approvals. 

 The State Government has not made any changes or amendments in Section 118, but was only in 

favour of making the entire process simple and transparent. 

 All the clearances under Section 118 have now been made online so that the people could get 

clearances done at the earliest.  

 This project has been started in pilot basis from Mandi district. 

LINKING PIN  

SECTION 118 HIMACHAL PRADESH TENANCY AND LAND REFORMS ACT, 1972 

A non-agriculturist cannot buy land in Himachal Pradesh. Since the economy of the state is agricultural/ 

horticultural driven, Himachal Pradesh has certain provisions under which non-Himachal residents and 

non-Himachal agriculturists cannot buy land in Himachal.  

This is through the enactment of Section 118 of the H.P. Tenancy and Land Reforms Act, 1972 

(hereinafter Act) which provides for restriction on transfer of land in favour of a person who is not an 

agriculturist of the State. Such a transfer can only be made by the Special permission of the State 

Government. The basic intention behind this sections enactment of protecting the interests of local 

inhabitants while ensuring that the development of the State is not hampered. 
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COVID SOFTWARE OF HIMACHAL PRADESH  

The Government of India has selected COVID-19 software sample collection management system 

prepared by National Information Centre (NIC), Himachal Pradesh for Digital India Award-2020.  

NIC Himachal won Digital India Gold Award under Innovation in Pandemic Category for Covid – 

19 Sample Collection Management System. 

The Award was presented by President for which a virtual Function was organised on 30th December, 

2020 at New Delhi. 

FEATURES: 

 Himachal Pradesh was given the responsibility to develop software at National level. Under the 

dynamic leadership and guidance of Chief Minister and active participation of National Health 

Mission and Health Department, NIC Himachal Pradesh designed and developed this software. 

 This software had been prepared for Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). The 

Scientist of Himachal Pradesh prepared this software as per the directions of Director General of 

NIC  during April, 2020 by working relentlessly for around 20 hours per day.  

 This software is being used by more than one lakh sample collectors of all the states and union 

territories of the country and so far, around 8 crore samples have been collected. 

 Details of persons going for Rapid Antigen and RT-PCR tests for COVID-19 virus was also 

being uploaded on this software.  

 After COVID-19 test, the reports of people were also being uploaded in this software.  

 One web application and two mobile applications have been included in this system. 

 Under this software, the information relating to infected patients was also available on 

https://covid19cc.nic.in portal to all the deputy commissioners and health officers. Apart from 

this, the data was also being used in Aarogya Setu App.    

LINKING PIN  

THE INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH (ICMR) 

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the apex body in India for the formulation, 

coordination and promotion of biomedical research, is one of the oldest and largest medical research 

bodies in the world.  

The ICMR is funded by the Government of India through the Department of Health Research, Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare.  

The governing body of the council is presided over by the Union Health Minister. 

In 2007 the organization established the Clinical Trials Registry - India, which is India's national registry 

for clinical trials.  
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SAFE CITY PROJECT MANDI DISTRICT 

 ‘Safe City Project’ proposed to be executed in Mandi town under Nirbhaya fund would not only ensure 

safety of women in public places but would also provide smart solutions to better traffic arrangement and 

crowd control. 

Union Government provides funding in 90:10 ratio to the states having difficult terrains like Himachal 

Pradesh under this project. 

FEATURES: 

 The project envisages design, development, implementation, operation and CCTV based 

surveillance system for Mandi town.  

 The latest technology such as IP based camera infrastructure, unhindered viewing, monitoring 

record and storage of data would be done under this project. 

 This project intends to implement a holistic and integrated surveillance system including 

commissioning of command and control centre at police line Mandi. 

 The system would help in providing assistance to women, girls and senior citizens of Mandi city 

at the time of emergency besides facilitating smooth movement of ambulances, police vans and 

fire brigade.  

 This would also help the police in checking crime against women and maintaining law and 

order and improving traffic management. 

 The project also envisages effective monitoring of suspicious people, vehicles, objects etc. with 

respect to protecting women life and property.  

 Continuous monitoring of some busy places such as bus stand, Indira Market, Chahota Bazar, 

Zonal Hospital and public places would be ensured to keep an eye on regular activities and also 

for providing emergency support. 

 Provision would also be made to provide cameras on police mobile vans to cover the disaster 

affected areas and crime scenes. These cameras would be integrated with the system which would 

directly feed information of the crime scene to command and control centre. 

 BSNL was the only company in India providing satellite mobile phones. These phones could 

prove handy for ensuring better connectivity during various adventure activities such as 

paragliding, trekking, river rafting, mountaineering and disaster management. 

 Market police will also be smart on the lines of Scotland, Dubai and US police.  

 A data bank will be created by scanning the faces of the vicious people involved in theft, 

misdemeanor, robbery and other criminal cases.  

 In the sensitive, congested areas around the city, face detection cameras will be monitored in 

these vicious areas. 
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 Not only this, devices like GPS and drones will also be used in the security system.  

 Security and traffic arrangements will be controlled through drones at large rallies and 

conferences. Along with registering the names of the migrants, the key factor to increase the 

graph of crime in the state will be finger prints so that the evidence found during the crime can 

be matched. 

 This will be a benefit scheme for the safety of women, because the cameras will keep a full eye 

on every vehicle, person. The use of face detection cameras will scan the faces of people of 

criminal instincts, so that every activity of them will be monitored.  

 The security bridge scheme was implemented in Surat, Gujarat in 2013. However, it did not 

have modernity and advanced technology like Himachal Police's Safe City.  

 According to the plan, 150 to 200 modern cameras will be installed throughout the city. A 

control form will be installed for these, which is named Hawk. Police officers sitting in the hawk 

will keep an eye on every situation in the entire city. These cameras will be installed on trial at 

Pulghrat, Sauli Khad, Bhuli, Khaliar and Talyahar. 

THE 'SECURITY MESSENGER'  

Police will partner with the people of the city as well as trade boards, social institutions, youth boards, 

schools, colleges, various unions. The app will also be launched in the name of security messenger. In 

this, if one is catching a bus outside the house at night or going for some work, then one will have to give 

information in the app, GPS will do the rest. The person’s location will be traced and all activities to 

reach the destination will be monitored. 

LINKING PIN  

NIRBHAYA FUND: 

The Rs 1,000 crore Nirbhaya Fund was announced in Union Budget 2013 by the then Finance Minister P 

Chidambaram. 

The corpus was to be utilised for upholding safety and dignity of women. 

Ministry of Women and Child Development apart from several other concerned ministries were 

authorised to work out details of structure, scope and application of this fund. 

The Fund is administered by Department of Economic Affairs of the finance ministry. 

 

VIDHAYAK E-MITRA SEVA 

The Himachal Government has launched Vidhayak e-mitra seva to facilitate the state’s MLAs to review 

the development works in their constituencies. 

 The Chief Minister launched Vidhayak e-mitra seva, on the occasion of his birthday on January 6, 

2021. 

 This facility will be provided through mobile app ‘Shikhar ki aur Himachal’ being already run 

in the state. 
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 This facility to the MLAs will be provided under an additional tab named ‘MLA CORNER’. 

 Through this app, the MLAs would be able to follow-up the progress of their works online. 

 The public of different constituencies will put up their demands with the concerned MLAs and 

the proposals of public demands are further presented to the Chief Minister. 

 To know the status and progress of these works, MLAs had to visit different offices, which was a 

time consuming process. 

 On the request of MLAs, the Chief Minister had directed the officers to devise a system so that 

MLAs could know the work progress without visiting different offices time and again. 

 The Chief Minister’s office (CMO) will monitor the work progress.  

BENEFITS 

 This will save the time of the MLAs and information regarding progress on different works will 

be available through telephone.  

 This will also go a long way in encouraging the digitization in the state. 

 Maximum people of the state have downloaded the ‘Shikhar ki aur Himachal’ app and they 

were able to know about every activity of the government through a single app. 

SMART TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

Five districts of the Mandi zone — Mandi, Kullu, Lahaul-Spiti, Bilaspur and Hamirpur — would be 

equipped with intelligent traffic management system to monitor traffic. 

 It is expected that in the coming year, 2022 intelligent traffic system will be set up in all five 

districts and efforts are on in this direction. 

 The intelligent traffic management system had been started in Kullu and Manali and challans 

were being done for violations through ANPR cameras.  

 The police was procuring high-quality drones with the help of district administrations and road 

safety funds. 

LINKING PIN 

AUTOMATIC NUMBER-PLATE RECOGNITION (ANPR) 

Automatic number-plate recognition (ANPR) is a technology that uses optical character recognition on 

images to read vehicle registration plates to create vehicle location data.  

It can use existing closed-circuit television, road-rule enforcement cameras, or cameras specifically 

designed for the task.  

ANPR is used by police forces around the world for law enforcement purposes, including to check if a 

vehicle is registered or licensed.  

It is also used for electronic toll collection on pay-per-use roads and as a method of cataloguing the 

movements of traffic, for example by highways agencies. 
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E-BEAT BOOK SYSTEM IN HIMACHAL PRADESH 

The newly-introduced e-beat book system in Chandigarh is attracting the attention of police 

departments across the country.  

Himachal Pradesh became the latest state to show interest in the system.  

 The HP police department invited the Chandigarh police personnel to present the structure of e-

beat system before its top cops, including HP DGP (Director General of Police). 

 A presentation about the successfully introduced e-beat system in Chandigarh was made by UT 

police SP before DGP and SP rank officers of Himachal Pradesh in Shimla.  

 The SPs from almost all the state’s districts were present during the presentation. 

 Before Himachal Pradesh, UTs Daman and Diu, Andaman Nicobar Islands and even Delhi 

police had shown interest and adopted the pattern of e-beat system on the lines of Chandigarh 

Police. 

 Chandigarh was the first among the country’s states and UTs to adopt the e-beat system, 

which was inaugurated by Home Minister in September 2019. 

 Almost a year after its inauguration, the Delhi Police adopted the system in August 2020. 

 The important features of the e-beat book system included E-Saathi app, which can be 

downloaded through Google play store or Apple store and Atal Sahbhagita Kendre (beatboxes).  

 Through the E-Saathi app, a person may apply for tenant verification, character verification, 

servant verification and employee verification. 

 In an e-beat book system, beat constables use centralised smart cell phones for storing data of 

RWAs, senior citizens, street vendors, VVIP, VIP persons, religious places, bad characters, 

history sheeters, habitual offenders etc, instead of noting down the data on notebooks and 

registers.  

 The Delhi police has also added a facial recognition software in its e-beat books. 

 In Chandigarh, almost 300 smart cell phones are being used as e-beat books.  

 The beat constable, beat incharge, area SHO, DSP and SSP may access the stored data in these e-

books.  

 At least 54 Atal Shabhagita Kendras (beat boxes) exist in Chandigarh. 

FIRST PAPERLESS E-CABINET 

The Himachal Pradesh cabinet has gone completely paperless after the government launched its E-

cabinet. 

 Right from conducting cabinet meetings to issuing memos, the state’s council of ministers will 

henceforth rely completely on technology. 
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Himachal became the first state in the country to have a paperless e-Cabinet meeting. 

Chief Minister has inaugurated the first e-Cabinet, making the end-to-end processing of the Cabinet 

paperless by implementing the e-cabinet application. 

PAST ACHIEVEMENTS: 

 Interestingly, this is not the first time, Himachal government has shunned paper.  

 In 2014, the Himachal Pradesh state Assembly went completely digital (E- VIDHAN SABHA).  

 Chief Minister who also held the finance portfolio, presented the 2020-21 state budget through 

digital means, one year before Union finance minister did the same on February 1, 2021. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

 It’s a new beginning aimed at increasing the efficiency of the state cabinet by removing 

obstacles that usually arise due to the physical movement of cabinet memos.  

 This new initiative will also bring an added layer of security and confidentiality to cabinet 

proceedings. 

 The entire process right from the initiation of a cabinet memo, its approval from the concerned 

secretary, chief secretary, ministers and the CM, has become completely online now. 

 The e-cabinet also provides for generation of automatic alerts through SMSes on real time basis 

for various stages involved in processing cabinet issues like receipt of cabinet memos and the 

finalisation of cabinet meetings. 

 The E-cabinet application will also help in removing information asymmetries. 

 Through this application the cabinet memorandums will have a standard template for the ease of 

decision makers.  

 The system will create institutional memory by safety storing the cabinet memos/proceeding for 

future references.  

 It will also be possible to monitor the status of implementation of cabinet decisions more 

effectively through this application. 

 The date of cabinet meeting will also be notified through this system after the approval of the 

Chief Minister.  

 The cabinet proceedings and recording of the cabinet decisions on respective agenda items and 

further issuance of advice to the concerned departments will also be done through the e-cabinet 

application. 

The IT application for e-cabinet was developed in-house by the Department of Information 

Technology (IT) and is one of the first such electronic platforms in the entire country. 
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OUTCOME: 

o About 32 cabinet memos were discussed and processed through this application on the first day. 

o From now on the date of cabinet meetings will also be notified virtually. 

o The E-cabinet application is available as a mobile app on android devices and will be made 

available on iOS devices soon. 

SAFETY & SECURITY: 

o Since the security of the application could not be compromised, only specific users will be able to 

access it and automatic alerts will be generated if any unauthorised user tries to log in. 

o Furthermore, all cabinet memos generated through this application will have special QR code 

with a date and time stamp. 

ROLE MODEL FOR OTHER STATES:  

Gradually more states are likely to follow suit as Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister has also taken a decision to 

adopt the E-cabinet system. 

E-PARIVAHAN SYSTEM 

 The transport department of Himachal Pradesh has started providing all its services online 

and one can avail the same by visiting either the department’s website or the nearest Lok Mitra 

Kendra. 

 Under the new e-Parivahan system, the services are available on its website under various 

categories, like permits for stage carriage, contract carriage and all India transport permit, 

issuance of registration certificate and driving and conductor licence, etc. 

 Under the new arrangement, all services are being made available to the people at their doorsteps. 

Earlier, people had to visit the offices of registering and licensing authority (RLA) and regional 

transport officers again and again for their work, but now, all services of the department are 

available at the click of a button. 

 Six steps — user registration, user login, filling online form, attaching documents, making 

online fee payment and submission and acknowledgment — have been introduced for the 

delivery of smart transport services. 

 The online facility would also ensure a transparent and time-bound delivery of services following 

its linkage with the Public Service Guarantee Act.  
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URBAN GOVERNANCE 

CENTRAL FUNDING FOR AMRUT CITIES 

The Central Government has released Rs 56. 73 crore to the state as assistance under the Atal Mission for 

Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) scheme. 

The instalment will be divided between Shimla and Kullu, the two towns picked under the scheme in 

2015.  

 The time frame of the scheme is over and it’s the last instalment received under the AMRUT 

scheme. 

 The funds given under the scheme were used in the projects related to water supply, sewerage and 

seepage management, storm water drainage and parks and green space. 

 A lot of work has been done in the city with Amrut funds, especially on the nullahs running 

through the city, especially in the Krishna Nagar locality. 

 The cost of total projects undertaken under the scheme was Rs 304.52 crore and the state received 

assistance of Rs 274 crore from the Centre. 

 

LINKING PIN  

AMRUT MISSION: 

Launch: June 2015 
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Nodal Ministry: Housing and Urban Affairs 

Purpose: 

o To ensure that every household has access to a tap with the assured supply of water and a 

sewerage connection. 

o The Priority zone of the Mission is water supply followed by sewerage. 

o To increase the amenity value of cities by developing greenery and well maintained open spaces 

(e.g. parks). 

o To reduce pollution by switching to public transport or constructing facilities for non-motorized 

transport (e.g. walking and cycling). 

Total outlay for AMRUT was Rs. 50,000 crores for five years from FY 2015-16 to FY 2019-20. Unable to 

meet set targets for urban renewal in 500 cities, the Centre has extended the mission period of AMRUT 

upto 31st March, 2021. 

 

PERFORMANCE OF HIMACHAL PRADESH & UTTARAKHAND IN 

AMRUT MISSION 

Himachal Pradesh is ranked 15th and Uttarakhand 24th in AMRUT’s National rankings (performance-

based). 

Odisha has topped the rankings. 

Both the States have implemented the Online Building Permission System (OBPS) in their Mission cities. 

o OBPS is a part of ‘Ease of Doing Business’ and should be implemented in all the Urban Local 

Bodies (ULBs) apart from Mission cities. 

The Credit Rating work has been completed in all Mission cities in the two States. 

o Credit rating is an assessment of an ULB’s ability to pay its financial obligations. 

Both the states were also requested to initiate activities under the “Catch the Rain” campaign. The 

objective of this campaign is to conserve/harvest every drop of water. 

o This campaign incorporates rainwater harvesting in all the structures of the cities. 

SWACHH BHARAT SURVEKSHAN, 2020 

RATIONALE 

Swachh Survekshan was introduced by the government with the objective of generating large-scale 

citizen participation in the Mission, along with inculcating a spirit of healthy competition among cities 

towards becoming India's cleanest cities. 

COMPONENTS: 

There are four components of the Swachh Survekshan ranking — 

1. Direct observation 

2. Citizen feedback 

3. Service-level progress 

4. Certification. 
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All components are of 1,500 marks each.  

 The survey was introduced by Prime Minister in January 2016. 

 Overall, 129 top performing cities and states were awarded this year during the virtual ‘Swachh 

Mahotsav’, which was organised by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 

 The Swachh Survekshan 2020 covered a total of 4,242 cities, 62 cantonment boards and 92 towns 

on the banks of river Ganga. 

 The survey took a total of 28 days to get completed. 

 The survey was completely digitized and paperless. 

 This year is the fifth edition of the Swachh Bharat Survekshan 2020. 

 It saw registration of 1.7 crore citizens on Swachhata App, over 11 crore impressions on social 

media, more than 5.5 lakh sanitary workers linked to social welfare schemes and over 84,000 

informal waste-pickers integrated into the mainstream. 

SWACHH SURVEKSHAN SURVEY RESULTS 2020 

 Indore in Madhya Pradesh retained its position as the cleanest city in India for the fourth 

consecutive year. 

 While Gujarat’s Surat bagged the second spot. 

 Maharashtra’s Navi Mumbai ranked third.  

 Varanasi was adjudged the ‘Best Ganga town’ in the central government’s cleanliness survey. 

 Jharkhand ranked on top in the list of best performing states, with less than 100 ULBs, in terms 

of overall performance. 

 Chhattisgarh bagged the award for the best-performing state with over 100 ULBs. 

HIMACHAL STATE RANKING 

Himachal state got sixth rank. 

 The Municipal Corporation (MC) Shimla has secured the 65th place in the Swachh Survekshan 

2020 out of 382 cities having population between one lakh and 10 lakh. 

 The ranking is a significant improvement from last year’s 128th rank. 

 Five other cities of the state — Nahan, Solan, Mandi, Baddi, Paonta Sahib – have made it to the 

top 200. 

 The Shimla Municipal Corporation has scored 1,214.87 marks in direct observation, 500 in 

certification, 930.64 in service-level progress and 1,049.52 marks in citizen feedback. 

 The city could not get as good marks in garbage-free city certification as it got on other 

parameters, and this affected its overall ranking. 
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 Shimla scored well on parameters such as door-to-door garbage collection, segregation and 

disposal of garbage but lost some points on the availability of dustbins in commercial areas, 

which were removed due to the monkey menace. 

HAMIRPUR: FUTURE SMART CITY 

In Himachal Pradesh, the exercise to make Hamirpur City, a smart city has intensified. 

The district administration will be working in the next six months to build a smart city and the Detailed 

Project Report (DPR) will be prepared and sent to the World Bank.  

The project is being prepared by the LED company to build smart city under which work will be done in 

Hamirpur in the coming days. 

A concrete plan has been prepared to work for the development work and the beautification of the city. 

LINKING PIN  

THE ‘SMART CITIES MISSION’ 

The ‘Smart Cities Mission’, a flagship programme of the government, completed five years, in June 2020. 

 The Mission had sought to make 100 selected cities “smart”. 

Cities are being developed under “Area-Based Development” model. Under this model, a small portion 

of the city would be upgraded by retrofitting or redevelopment. 
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IV. WELFARE AND SOCIAL INCLUSION  

HEALTH SECTOR 

Health Schemes  

 HIM SURAKSHA ABHIYAN  

 As many as 21,54,952 persons have been screened for different diseases under ‘Him Suraksha 

Abhiyan’ in Himachal Pradesh. 

 A total of 7298 active teams comprising officials of different departments, district administration 

are ensuring door to door data collection about health parameters of the people under. If any 

COVID-19 symptom is found in any person, samples are being collected for further investigation. 

 ‘Him Suraksha Abhiyan’ was launched by the Chief Minister on November 24 and was run till 

December 27 throughout the state in collaboration with Ayurveda, Women and Child 

Development, Panchayati Raj Departments and District administration. 

 Under this campaign, door-to-door information about all the symptoms was collected for the 

diseases like COVID-19, tuberculosis, leprosy, sugar and high blood pressure etc. 

 A total of 29,135 persons were identified as presumptive for COVID, 8,476 persons presumptive 

for tuberculosis and 688 persons presumptive for leprosy and all the districts were directed for 

immediate sampling of presumptive persons for COVID, tuberculosis and leprosy. 

 Dedicated vehicles were provided in identified Community Health Centres to transport the 

COVID-19 patients under home isolation to health institutions. These vehicles were fitted with a 

fiberglass to separate the driver cabin from the rear seat. In addition to this, as many as 30 

ambulances have been added from the districts to supplement the emergency services. 

 Himachal had already been ranked as the best state in the country in effective implementation 

of TB eradication programme for the year 2019. 

HIMACHAL SURVEILLANCE CAMPAIGN FOR LEPROSY 

Health workers in Himachal Pradesh are screening the state’s entire population for symptoms of leprosy, 

in a door-to-door surveillance campaign launched in the month of November, 2020.  

PREVALENCE OF LEPROSY IN HIMACHAL PRADESH 

There are currently around 80-82 patients with leprosy in Himachal, mostly adults.  

Half of these patients were diagnosed in 2020, and the rest have been under treatment since 2019. 

For the first time in years, none of the new cases detected this year had visible impairments/deformity or 

‘Grade 2 disability’, as the World Health Organization (WHO) calls it. This indicates the earlier a 
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patient is diagnosed, the fewer the impairments (claw hands, drop foot, eye damage, skin nodules, lesions 

and ulcers are some of the visible impairments associated with leprosy). 

With advances in leprosy treatment in the 1980s, the WHO resolved to globally “eliminate leprosy as a 

public health problem”, that is, bring down the number of cases to less than one per 10,000 by the year 

2000. India declared this elimination status in 2005. 

 Himachal attained the status in 2002, and since then, the prevalence rate has been less than one in 

10,000. 

For the last five years, the leprosy prevalence rate in Himachal has hovered around 0.2 per 10,000 (see 

table below). 

Year New Cases Patients with visible 

impairments/deformity 

(Grade 2 disability) 

Prevalence Rate 

2016-17 146 23 0.21 

2017-18 129 22 0.17 

2018-19 150 10 0.20 

2019-20 141 13 0.21 

2020-21 
(till October) 

41 0 (NA) 

 

ERADICTION OF LEPROSY IN HIMACHAL PRADESH 

The national leprosy eradication programme is being implemented in Himachal under the National 

Health Mission.  

 ASHA workers try to detect new cases at an early stage by screening people from house-to-house 

and referring suspected cases to a medical officer. 

 Diagnosis is generally done after confirming a definite loss of sensation in a pale or reddish skin 

patch on the body, or in some cases by using the slit-skin smear examination. 

 Based on the number of skin lesions and other symptoms, leprosy is classified as paucibacillary 

and multibacillary, the latter being more severe.  

 The disease is cured by multi-drug therapy, which consists of a three-drug regimen and is 

provided to patients in blister packs. The treatment is six months long in case of paucibacillary 

and lasts a year in case of multibacillary leprosy. Patients with anaesthetic feet are also given 

multi-cellular polyurethane (MCP) footwear which help in preventing foot injuries. 

 Of the 182 leprosy cases detected in Himachal in the last two years, only six were paucibacillary 

and the rest were multibacillary. 
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OUTCOMES OF SURVEILLANCE CAMPAIGN 

 The ‘Him Suraksha Abhiyan’ was launched on November 24 to screen the population for 

Covid-19, tuberculosis and leprosy. Other health parameters such as blood sugar level and high 

blood pressure were also recorded. 

 By December 8, around 21.5 lakh people, or 29 per cent of the state’s population, had been 

screened, out of which 688 people showed presumptive signs of leprosy. But none of them was 

found to be suffering from the disease.  

 The high number of referrals is because the surveillance is being carried out by untrained workers 

from various departments, and any type of skin lesion or pale skin patch is being recorded as a 

symptom of leprosy. 

According to the WHO, leprosy, also known as Hansen’s Disease, is a chronic infectious disease 

caused by Mycobacterium leprae. The disease mainly affects the skin, the peripheral nerves, mucosal 

surfaces of the upper respiratory tract and the eyes. Symptoms may occur within a year but can also 

take as long as 20 years or more to occur. 

Leprosy is known to occur at all ages and is curable. Treatment in the early stages can prevent disability. 

Its mode of transmission has never been fully understood, and its likely transmitted via droplets, from the 

nose and mouth, during close and frequent contact.  

Around two lakh new cases were reported globally in 2019, of which 1.14 lakh were reported from India. 

LINKING PIN   

THE NATIONAL LEPROSY ERADICATION PROGRAMME (NLEP) 

The National Leprosy Eradication Programme is a centrally sponsored Health Scheme of the Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare. The Programme is headed by the Deputy Director of Health Services 

(Leprosy ) under the administrative control of the Directorate General Health Services. While the NLEP 

strategies and plans are formulated centrally, the programme is implemented by the States/UTs. The 

Programmes also supported as Partners by the World Health Organization, The International Federation 

of Anti-leprosy Associations (ILEP) and few other Non-Government Organizations. 

Milestones in NLEP 

1955 - National Leprosy Control Programme (NLCP)    launched 

1983 - National Leprosy Eradication Programme launched 

1983 - Introduction of Multidrug therapy (MDT) in   Phases 

2005 - Elimination of Leprosy at National Level 

2012 - Special action plan for 209 high endemic   districts in 16 States/UTs. 

National Health Mission 

National Health Mission (NHM) was launched by the government of India in 2013 subsuming the 

National Rural Health Mission and the National Urban Health Mission. It was further extended in 

March 2018, to continue till March 2020. 
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The main programmatic components include Health System Strengthening in rural and urban areas for - 

Reproductive-Maternal- Neonatal-Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A), and Communicable and 

Non-Communicable Diseases. The NHM envisages achievement of universal access to equitable, 

affordable & quality health care services that are accountable and responsive to people's needs. 

 

HIMACHAL GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES TO ERADICATE AIDS 

The Himachal Pradesh Government has launched a campaign to eradicate AIDS from the state as a 

public health hazard by the year 2030 as per the target set by the Central Government.  

 The government has launched a decisive campaign against AIDS with the goal of three zero 

which includes zero infection, zero death and zero discrimination.  

 To provide testing facilities to the residents at their door-steps, efforts are being made to provide 

testing facilities up to health subcenter level.  

 To achieve the goal of making Himachal Pradesh AIDS free-state, the government's landmark 

steps like test and treat and Mission Sampark are proving successful.  

 About three lakh HIV tests were being done every year in the state.  

 Apart from 45 Integrated Testing and Counselling Centers (ICTCs) in the state, HIV testing 

facilities are also being provided through two mobile ICTCs.  

 The government has set up three Antiretroviral Therapy (ART) and three Facility Integrated Anti-

Retroviral Therapy (FI-ART) centres in the state to provide ART to People Living with HIV 

(PLHIV) and 4,646 PLHIV are being treated with Antiretroviral Therapy in the state.  

 Prevention from parent to child transmission (PPTCT) programme is also being 

implemented by the State Government for eliminating HIV infection in children. Under the 

programme, pregnant women are being tested for HIV and in case women are detected HIV 

positive then procedure is adopted for prevention of HIV transmission to her new born child. 

Every year about one lakh pregnant women are being tested for HIV in the state.  

 The government has started a financial support scheme of Rs 1500 per month for PLHIVs in 

2019. Under the scheme, Himachalis taking ART in the state are being given the benefit of this 

scheme.  

 The government has launched vigorous awareness campaigns through radio, TV, newspapers, 

hoardings, folk media and other media including awareness activities during fairs and festivals for 

prevention of HIV and AIDS.  

 Special awareness campaigns were also being conducted on the occasion of International and 

National Youth Days, World AIDS Day and International Women Day.  

 Toll-free helpline number 1097 has been established at the national level for any kind of 

information and counselling on HIV and AIDS which can be called from any mobile or landline. 
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NUTRITIONAL IMMUNITY BOOSTING: HIM HALDI DUDH 

Himachal State has launched Nutritional Immunity Boosting ‘Him Haldi Dudh (Turmeric Latte)’ 

manufactured by MILKFED.  

The state government also distributed incentive to the Milk Producers of Mandi, Shimla and Kullu district 

under the National Programme for Dairy Development.  

DEVELOPER:  

The Him Haldi Dudh has been developed by the Bio Technology Department of Punjabi University, 

Patiala and the same has been patented.  

FEATURES:  

This drink is a Detox drink which has anti-hangover, anti-oxidant, antiinflammatory and immunity 

booster contents in it.  

INCENTIVES:  

Under the National Dairy Development Programme, MILKFED has transferred Rs 2000 into the accounts 

of 835 milk producers as incentive amount and also 5 litre stainless steel buckets to 1000 mill producers 

for collection and transportation of milk for marketing.  

The State Government has twice enhanced the procurement price of milk to facilitate the milk producers, 

adding that presently milk was being procured from the milk producers at the rate of Rs.27.80 per litre.  

MILKFED was providing Rs 8 crore to Rs 9 crore per month to the milk producers for procurement of 

milk as well as for providing them cattle feed. The capacity of MILKFED plants at Chakkar and 

Duttnagar has been enhanced by spending an amount of Rs 16 lakh each.  

Presently the MILKFED is managing eleven milk plants in the State and about 1011 Milk Cooperatives 

are associated with it. 

LINKING PIN: 

HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE CO-OPERATIVE MILK PRODUCER'S FEDERATION 

LIMITED (H.P. MILKFED): 

The Milk supply Schemes were being run by Animal Husbandry Department of Himachal Pradesh since 

1967 and the Department had been providing market to the Milk Producers’ residing in remote and far-

flung area of the State.  

H.P. Milkfed was registered in 1980. But it started its operation w.e.f. 2nd October, 1983 with the 

transfer of Dairy Development Activities to it by the Government. in the district of Mandi, Bilaspur, 

Hamirpur, Sirmour, Solan and part of Shimla Districts. Una district was subsequently transferred to the 

Federation w.e.f. 1st May, 1988. In 1992 milk supply scheme of the remaining parts of H.P. were also 

transferred to this Milk Federation.  

Objectives of HP Milkfed:  

 To organise Milk Producers Cooperative Societies.  

 To provide a remunerative market to the Milk Producers’ for their surplus milk at their 

doorsteps.  
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 To ensure availability of milk and milk products in adequate quantity and reasonable prices to 

urban milk consumers.  

National Programme for Dairy Development: -  

Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying is implementing World Bank assisted National Dairy 

Plan – I in 18 States to support milk cooperatives and milk producer companies along with breeding 

improvement initiative.  

Key features:  

 National Dairy Plan Phase I (NDP I) is a Central Sector Scheme.  

 Funding will be through a line of credit from the International Development Association (IDA), 

which along with the share of the Government of India will flow from DADF to NDDB and in 

turn to eligible End Implementing Agencies (EIAs).  

 NDP I will focus on 18 major milk producing states namely Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, 

Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil 

Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Telangana, Uttarakhand, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh which 

together account for over 90% of the country’s milk production.  

 It was in April 2012 that the Anand-headquartered dairy board had launched first phase of NDP 

with financial outlay of Rs 2,200 crore. NDP1 was aimed to increase productivity of milch 

animals through a scientifically planned multi-state initiative. 

Objectives:  

 To help increase productivity of milch animals and thereby increase milk production to meet the 

rapidly growing demand for milk.  

 To help provide rural milk producers with greater access to the organised milk-processing 

sector.  

Phase 2 of ‘Mission Milk’: The National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) has launched second 

phase of the National Dairy Plan (NDP) – the ambitious project to double milk production of India – 

which is already world’s largest milk producer. Phase two of NDP, which is being promoted as ‘Mission 

Milk’, will be spread over a period of five years with financial outlay of Rs 8,000 crore for which NDDB 

is holding consultation with the World Bank.  
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NIGAH PROGRAMME 

On May 5, 2020, Himachal Pradesh government launched a new programme ‘Nigah’ to sensitize and 

educate the family members of the people coming to the state from other parts of the country. 

 Nigah Key Points: 

1. The programme deployed ASHA (Accredited Social Health Activist) workers, health and 

Anganwadi workers to create general awareness in maintaining social distancing during home 

quarantine, to save themselves from any possible infection. 

2. The residence of such persons who have recently returned to the state from other states must be 

properly labelled. 

3. Members of Panchayati Raj Institutions and Urban Local Bodies must ensure that such persons 

do not jump from home quarantine. 

4. Stringent action will be taken against those who jump home quarantine as this will harm their 

family members & society. 

 Background: The Indian Railways began to operate ‘Shramik Special’ trains to transport migrant 

workers, tourists, pilgrims, students and others, who were stranded due to the sudden nationwide 

lockdown from March 22, back to their home States on May 1. 
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Other initiatives: 

 Decided to launch an employment guarantee scheme, “Mukhya Mantri Shahari Rojgar 

Guarantee Yojna” which will provide 120 days of employment to those living in urban areas so 

as to rescue the state from the pandemic. 

 Started eSanjeevani OPD by which free online medical consultation & general health advice will 

be provided to the people at their residence throughout the state from doctors of different medical 

colleges from 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM on all working days. 

HIMACHAL PRADESH FORMULA AGAINST COVID-19 

H = Hand Hygiene  

I = Information update 

M = Mitigation 

A = Awareness of community 

C = Containment 

H = Home Isolation 

A = Avoidance (Distancing) 

L = Lockdown 

Health Infrastructure 

24X7 EMERGENCY SERVICES AT UNA HEALTH CENTRE 

 Rural Development Minister has launched 24x7 emergency health services at the Community 

Health Centre (CHC) at Thanakalan village in Bangana subdivision of the district.  

 The CHC is at present providing only medical services during the day and patients in emergency 

have to travel to the Una district hospital, located 18 km away, for treatment. 

 A digital X-ray machine was also be made available at the CHC.  

 One of the six tele-medicine centres proposed to be set up in the state under the aegis of the 

Rural Development Department would come up at Thanakalan.  

ASIA'S FIRST INSTITUTE FOR HIGH-ALTITUDE HEALTHCARE, 

RESEARCH 

Himachal Pradesh will have Asia’s first mountain institute for advanced research, rescue and free 

high-altitude emergency medical services which will also help the neighbouring hill states of 

Uttarakhand and Jammu and Kashmir (Now UT). 
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AIM: 

The objective of the institute is to develop all type of research in allopathy, homoeopathy, 

Ayurveda, naturopathy and yoga concerning high-altitude mountains and to educate professionals 

in mountain medicines. 

 Six Sigma Star Healthcare, which holds expertise in providing multiple services in the 

healthcare sector, apart from handling rescue and relief operations in the disasters, has signed 

an MoU with the Himachal Pradesh government to invest Rs 100 crore to set up the institute in 

Shimla district. 

 Members of the Delhi-based private consultancy, trained by expert medical professionals from 

the Indian Army, have already identified land at Chharabra near Shimla and Nauradhar in 

Sirmaur for the ambitious project. 

 The agency has also planned to take over a hospital at Baddi for running the medical care 

services in the niche areas of research and diagnosis, particularly on the problems relating to 

high-altitude areas and mountain terrain. 

 Six Sigma is already providing free high-altitude medical services to the pilgrims at Amarnath, 

Kailash Mansarover, Kedarnath, Manimahesh.  

 It had also done pioneering work in the disasters like the Uttarakhand flood and Nepal 

earthquake.  

 It will have a base in Himachal Pradesh, first-of-its-kind institute, to expand the activities at 

Churdhar – an enchanting peak at height of 11,965 feet in Sirmaur district. 

 Churdhar, the highest snow-capped peak in Shivalik ranges, is also a pilgrimage site with one of 

the toughest tracks almost like that of Badrinath and Kedarnath peaks of the Garhwal region. 

 There is a huge wealth of herbs and alpine flora, which has caught the attention of the Six 

Sigma for undertaking multiple research projects on medicinal herbs, its use in treatment and cure 

of several diseases. 

BENEFITS: 

o Himachal Pradesh will really be benefited with the setting of the world-class institute not only to 

provide quality healthcare services to the people but also on different sectors like research, 

innovations and helping the state in case of mountain disasters during snow, avalanches, 

accidents, fire hazards, flash floods and landslides in the interiors. 

o Organising medical care during the pilgrimages to Manimahesh yatra will be a great service to 

the local administration. 

o The institute once being operational will provide jobs to 727 youths.  
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FIRST COVID AYUSH HOSPITAL 

 Dr. Yashwant Singh Parmar Government Medical College & Hospital, Nahan will now conduct 

research on flu related diseases with corona.  

 There will be research on preventing the spread of corona and other flu related diseases.  

 The Covid Ayush Hospital was constructed in the building of Ayurvedic hospital.  

 The Covid Ayush Hospital at Sirmaur District is the first such hospital in the country.  

 The doctors of Ayurveda and Ayush will jointly research the same.  

 The two floors of the building will treat Covid-19 and flu related diseases. Non-community 

disease will be treated in the upper floor. 

 The district administration has released Rs. 88 lakh for the Covid Ayush Hospital. 

 Asymptomatic Covid patients would be treated in this hospital using the Ayush-based systems 

like ayurveda, yoga, homeopathy, naturopathy, etc.  

 The ground and first floors of this hospital have been converted into OPDs and wards for 16 

patients have been created.  

 Panchkarma, mud therapy, etc., would also be provided to the patients in this hospital. 

LINKING PIN  

Dr. Yashwant Singh Parmar Government Medical College’s Motto is “Arogya Sukh Sampada“. It 

was established in 2016 by upgradation of Regional Hospital, District Sirmaur  at Nahan. 

The college is affiliated with Himachal Pradesh University and approved by MCI (Medical Council 

of India). 

SWACHHATA CAFES 

 The Himachal Pradesh government will set up 100 Swachhata Cafes with an estimated cost of 

Rs 10 crore by 2023 and each cafe will be free from the use of single-use plastic.  

 Ten such “Swachhta Cafe’s” would be set up at important locations of the state with an estimated 

cost of rupees one crore with a target to collect 25 tonnes of single-use plastic items from 

different parts of the state by end of this financial year. 

 Under this “Swachta Cafe’s” program, plastic waste will be purchased from the ragpickers, 

individuals collecting waste from households and urban local bodies at Rs. 75 per kilogram in 

exchange for food or other eatable items to motivate the ragpickers and individuals to keep their 

surroundings clean. 

 The Swachhta cafe will be constructed under “Village Haat Scheme” where women will be 

facilitated to sell medicinal plants, such as giloye, peppermint, powder of neem leaves and 

homemade pickles, murabba, wheat flour, pulses, spices and vegetable vat reasonable prices. 
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 For this, a target has been fixed to train around 5,000 women belonging to selfhelp groups in 

three years to run these cafes.  

 The state is laying emphasis on cleanliness, women empowerment and promotion of regional 

cuisines in the hill state.  

 The menu at the Swachhata Cafes will be traditional, healthy and delicious with an aim to 

preserve state's rich culinary heritage.  

 The attempt will also help preserving traditional cuisines, ingredients, methods of preparation, 

and recipes of authentic foods.  

 The first Swachhata Cafe was inaugurated last month at Radiali gram panchayat in Nalagarh 

area in Solan district, which is to be run by the self-help group.  

 Another cafe would be opened at Naggar in Kullu district. The programme aims to make the 

villages single-use plastic free. 

 The programme aims that villages are made completely free of single-use plastic in coming years 

and the entire state will be covered under the scheme in a phased manner in coming years. 

Health Research Studies 

NATIONAL FAMILY HEALTH SURVEY 

Over 30 per cent residents of Himachal Pradesh are overweight or obese, and more than half the state’s 

population suffers from abdominal obesity, the fifth National Family Health Survey has found. 

 According to the survey, 30.4% women in the state, 30.6% men are overweight.  

 In fact, over 40 per cent of those surveyed in the state were found to be underweight, overweight 

or obese, i.e. their body mass index (BMI) was either below or above normal, according to the 

survey that covered nearly 11,000 households in the state.  

 The survey was conducted by the International Institute for Population Sciences, Mumbai, 

and released by the Union Health Minister. 

 Its results found that a little over 30 per cent of both men and women in Himachal have a BMI of 

25 kg per metre square or above, which by WHO standards means overweight (30 and above is 

obese). 

 The proportion of overweight or obese residents was higher in urban areas as compared to rural 

areas. 

 But rural areas had a higher ratio of people who were underweight, i.e. having a BMI below 18.5 

kg/m sq. Overall, around 14 per cent women and 12 per cent men were found to be underweight. 

 As compared to the last such survey conducted in 2015-16, the percentage of underweight people 

has decreased, but that of overweight people has increased. 
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 The survey mostly covered women, and the highest overweight percentage among women was 

reported from districts large parts of which have a semi-hilly terrain with low hills and plains – 

Una (41 per cent), followed by Hamirpur, Mandi and Kangra.  

 Districts comprising middle and high hills generally recorded lower overweight percentage.  

 Chamba and Sirmaur (23 per cent) reported the lowest overweight percentage followed by 

Kinnaur and Lahaul-Spiti. 

 Overweight is understandably higher in the low hills and plain areas where each house and farm 

is connected by road and the slopes are not too steep.  

 In the higher hills, road connectivity is limited due to which people have to walk much more and 

over steeper slopes. 

 Lack of connectivity and remote location of a hamlet can sometimes also lead to a more sedentary 

lifestyle as the inhabitants do not move around freely. 

 Also, overweight does not prevail in all urban areas. Shimla, for example, has healthier residents 

because the core area of the town is pedestrian-friendly and restricted for vehicles, as a result of 

which people generally end up walking a minimum of several kilometres each day. 

 The survey also found that 62 per cent women and 52 per cent men in the state have a ‘high risk 

waist-to-hip ratio’ or abdominal obesity which according to WHO is associated with increased 

disease risk.  

 Waist-hip ratio is the ratio of the circumference of the waist to that of the hips. A ratio of 0.85 or 

above for women and 0.90 or above for men indicates abdominal obesity. 

 The survey report said that 20 to 25 per cent Himachalis have elevated blood pressure, and 

around 14 per cent have a high blood sugar level. 

Over 80% women in Lahaul-Spiti anaemic 

 Further, 53 per cent of women in Himachal aged 15 to 49 years have anaemia (reduced red blood 

cells or haemoglobin in blood.  

 The ratio is the highest in the district of Lahaul and Spiti, where 82 to 86 percent women in this 

age group are anaemic, and a whopping 91 percent children aged 6 to 59 months are anaemic. 

 This high ratio can be attributed to the shortage of fresh vegetables in the high-altitude cold 

desert. It remains cut-off from the rest of the state for around six months during the snow season, 

during which the inhabitants are unable to access fresh produce from outside.  
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HIMACHAL STATE HEALTH REPORT CARD 

 Overweight 

Overall 30% 

Underweight 

Overall 

13.6% 

Elevated blood 

pressure 

High blood 

sugar 

Overall 14% 

Anaemia 

Women 30.4% 12% 22.2% 13.9% 53% (aged 15-49 
years) 

Men 30.6% 14% 24.4% 14.7% 18.6% (aged 15-49 

years) 

LINKING PIN  

THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR POPULATION SCIENCES (IIPS) 

The International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS) serves as a regional Institute for Training and 

Research in Population Studies for the ESCAP region (Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific).   

It was established in Mumbai in July 1956, till July 1970 it was known as the Demographic Training and 

Research Centre (DTRC) and till 1985 it was known as the International Institute for Population Studies 

(IIPS).  

The Institute was re-designated to its present title in 1985 to facilitate the expansion of its academic 

activities and was declared as a 'Deemed University' in August 19, 1985 under Section 3 of the UGC Act, 

1956 by the Ministry of Human Resource Development.  

THE NATIONAL FAMILY HEALTH SURVEY (NFHS) 

The National Family Health Survey (NFHS) is a large-scale, multi-round survey conducted in a 

representative sample of households throughout India. 

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW), Government of India has designated the 

International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS) Mumbai, as the nodal agency for providing 

coordination and technical guidance for the survey. 

NFHS 5 

 It provides an indicator for tracking 30 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that the country 

aims to achieve by 2030. 

 NFHS-5 includes some new topics, such as preschool education, disability, access to a toilet 

facility, death registration, bathing practices during menstruation, and methods and reasons for 

abortion. 

 NFHS-5 includes new focal areas that will give requisite input for strengthening existing 

programmes and evolving new strategies for policy intervention. The areas are: 

o Expanded domains of child immunization 

o Components of micro-nutrients to children 

o Menstrual hygiene 

o Frequency of alcohol and tobacco use 

o Additional components of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) 

o Expanded age ranges for measuring hypertension and diabetes among all aged 15 years and 

above. 
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In 2019, for the first time, the NFHS-5 sought details on the percentage of women and men who have ever 

used the Internet. 

 

HEALTH PROFILE OF HIMACHAL STATE 

According to the nationwide Indian Council of Medical Research-India Diabetes (ICMR-INDIAB) 

study: 

o Around 77 per cent people in Himachal Pradesh suffer from dyslipidemia.  

o 11.5 per cent are diabetic.  

o 39 per cent suffer from obesity. 

Dyslipidemia refers to abnormal levels of one or more kinds of lipids in the blood, leading to 

increased risk of heart diseases. 

 The survey covered nearly 4,000 people in the state and was conducted from September 2019 to 

March 2020. 

 Himachal ranks seventh in the country in terms of prevalence of type 2 diabetes, and has a 

higher prevalence than the national average as well as its neighbouring states of Punjab, 

Haryana and Uttarakhand.  

 The prevalence is same among males and females, but is higher in urban areas as compared to 

rural areas.  

 Around half of those suffering from diabetes have not been diagnosed with the disease and are 

unaware about the problem.  

 Moreover, around 18 per cent people here are prediabetic, which means they have a 50 per cent 

chance of developing diabetes in the next ten years. 

 Himachal is the fourth worst-hit state in terms of abdominial obesity, with 55 per cent people 

here having a larger than normal waist circumference.  

 Around 31 per cent people in the state suffer from hypertension. 

 The fifth national family health survey released in December,2020 had come out with 

similar results for the state, shattering the popular belief that residents of the hill state are 

healthier on account of more physical activity in the mountainous terrain. 

 61 per cent of the respondents, in fact, were found to be physically inactive, and only five per 

cent were highly active.  

 Unhealthy food habits and an increasingly sedentary lifestyle seem to be responsible for all these 

disorders.  

 The average cereal consumption in Himachal is 78 per cent wheat and 21 per cent rice. But 

people are largely consuming refined carbohydrates and not whole grains.  
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 The milling process removes the dietary fibre and nutrients from the whole grain. They are also 

snacking on unhealthy foods in between meals, such as samosas, without indulging in additional 

physical activity. Legumes, complex carbohydrates, fruits and vegetables are not adequately 

present in the diets.  

Health Sector Awards 

ASPIRATIONAL DISTRICT CHAMBA AWARDED FOR 

TELEMEDICINE 

 Chamba district has won the SKOCH silver award for implementing the telemedicine 

programme in the remote Pangi and Bharmour areas for 2020 among the Aspirational 

Districts category. 

 Chamba, the most backward district of the state, was selected by the Centre under the 

Aspirational District programme in 2018. 

 A first-of-its-kind programme was implemented under the public-private partnership 

framework to provide the much-needed emergency and speciality consultation services to people 

four years ago. The initiative was launched by the Health and Family Welfare Department in 

collaboration with Apollo Tele Health. 

 The programme would help address healthcare emergencies in the difficult terrains.  

 It used telemedicine technology to provide online emergency support along with speciality and 

super-speciality tele-consultation services to two different locations at 14,000 feet in the 

Himalayan mountain range. 

 The tele-emergency centre has provided 2,439 tele-consultations and emergency support 

services to the people. 

 In Pangi, the centre has offered 1,067 general physician tele-consultations, 880 super-speciality 

tele-consultations, 43 emergency patient stabilisation support and 1,140 laboratory tests.  

 In Bharmour, the centre has offered 229 general physician tele-consultations, 205 super-

speciality tele-consultations, 15 emergency patient stabilisations support and 304 lab tests. 

 SKOCH Award, instituted in 2003, is the highest civilian honour for public services in the 

country conferred by an independent organisation.  

 The SKOCH Group is a leading think tank dealing with socio-economic issues, with a focus on 

inclusive growth.  

 It recognises people, projects and institutions that go the extra mile to make India a better nation. 
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LINKING PIN  

Aspirational Districts Programme:  

Launched in January 2018, the ‘Transformation of Aspirational Districts’ initiative aims to remove this 

heterogeneity through a mass movement to quickly and effectively transform these districts (NITIAYOG). 

Core Strategy: 

The broad contours of the programme are Convergence (of Central & State Schemes), Collaboration (of 

Central, State level ‘Prabhari’ Officers & District Collectors), and Competition among districts driven 

by a spirit of mass Movement. With States as the main drivers, this program will focus on the strength of 

each district, identify low-hanging fruits for immediate improvement, measure progress, and rank 

districts. 

SOLAN DISTRICT PERFORMANCE IN TELEMEDICINE SERVICE 

 

 Solan district has topped the state in providing telemedicine facilities to 8,857 people through its 

health and wellness centres during the pandemic from March 2020. 

 The district has secured the top slot in both monthly and daily reporting. It has surpassed bigger 

districts like Mandi, Shimla and Kangra. 

 Telemedicine through e-sanjeevani platform was initiated in view of Covid-19 in March 2020 in 

22 Health and Wellness Centres (HWCs).  

 It has now been extended to 56 HWCs.  

 All primary health centres have been made a hub of telemedicine, which are further connected to 

the National Health Mission Hub at the IGMC, Shimla, Medical College, Tanda, as well as Ner 

Chowk medical college, Mandi. 

District No. of Patients Availing 

Telemedicine facility 

Solan 8857 

Mandi 5272 

Kangra 3,730 

Shimla 2,680 

Chamba 2,649 

Kullu 2,478 

Sirmaur  2,312 

Bilaspur 1,951 

Hamirpur  779 
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Kinnaur 179 

Una  126 

Lahaul and Spiti 9 

 

 The telemedicine facility has a limited reach in Kinnaur and Lahaul and Spiti where merely 188 

are availing of the benefit. 

LINKING PIN  

TELEMEDICINE:  

As per the World Health Organisation (WHO), telemedicine is the delivery of health care services, where 

distance is a critical factor, by all health care professionals using Information Technology (IT) for 

diagnosis, treatment and prevention of disease and injuries, research and evaluation, etc, all in the 

interests of advancing the health of individuals and their communities. 

The telemedicine service platforms of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare i.e. ‘eSanjeevani’ and 

‘eSanjeevani OPD’ have completed 1.5 lakh tele-consultations. 

Both the platforms have been developed by the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) 

Mohali. 

o C-DAC is the premier R&D organization of the Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology (MeitY) for carrying out R&D in IT, Electronics and associated areas. 

 

PERFORMANCE OF KINNAUR DISTRICT IN TB ERADICATION 

The centre and the state government have launched TB eradication programme across the country to 

make the country TB disease free by the year 2025.  

 The tribal district of Kinnaur in Himachal Pradesh is ranked first in TB eradication programme 

across India.  

 The district currently has 197 cases of TB, the lowest in any district in the country.  

 There were 192 active TB patients in kinnaur district in the year 2020.  

 In January 2021, 5 new cases have been reported.  

National Strategic Plan for Tuberculosis Elimination 2017-2025  

The action plan aims to achieve active case finding of TB to 100% by 2020 and complete elimination of 

TB by 2025. 

 It focuses on detecting more cases, both drug-sensitive and drug-resistant. 

 The requirements for moving towards TB elimination have been integrated into the four strategic 

pillars of “Detect – Treat –Prevent – Build” (DTPB). 
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LINKING LIN  

TUBERCULOSIS (TB) 

 Tuberculosis (TB) is caused by a bacterium called Mycobacterium tuberculosis.  

 The bacteria usually attack the lungs, but TB bacteria can attack any part of the body such as the 

kidney, spine, and brain.  

 It is a communicable disease which is spread from person to person through the air. 

 According to the WHO, it is one of the top 10 leading causes of death worldwide. 

  It is curable and preventable, however, bacteria have become resistant to various strains of 

antibiotic leading multiple drug-resistant TB which is difficult to treat. 

 

HIMACHAL PRADESH RANK IN E-HEALTHCARE 

 The hill state has been ranked third in the nation for registering the highest number of 

consultations on the e-Sanjeevani portal. 

 The state has facilitated 24,527 consultations through e-Sanjeevani and e-Sanjeevani OPD 

portals. Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh secured the first and second ranks with 32,035 and 

28,960 consultations, respectively. 

 Keeping in view that secondary and tertiary hospitals will be occupied with Covid patients and 

others will be apprehensive of visiting these health institutions for regular treatment and follow-

up, the state responded swiftly and introduced tele-medicine services in March,2020  in larger 

public interest.  

 Himachal boarded the e-Sanjeevani portal on March 31, which helped connect the most 

peripheral health institutions such as health sub-centres and primary health centres with 

specialists and super-specialists. 

 Health centres were equipped with 867 desktops along with speakers and webcams to provide 

tele-consultation. At least 199 more desktops are being supplied. 

LINKING PIN  

‘ESANJEEVANI’: 

It is a web-based comprehensive telemedicine solution.  

Aim– It aims to make healthcare services equitable by bridging the digital divide that exists in both rural 

areas and isolated communities.  

Types of telemedicine services- This eSanjeevani platform has enabled two types of telemedicine services 

viz. Doctor-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani) and Patient-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani OPD) Tele-consultations.  

The former is being implemented under the Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centre (AB-HWCs) 

programme. 

Benefits- It has made it convenient for people to avail health services without travel.  
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 It can also be used to provide medical education to interns, people across Various Common Service 

Centers (CSCs), etc. 

 

EDUCATION SECTOR 

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION IN HIMACHAL PRADESH UNIVERSITY 

 Himachal Pradesh University (HPU) will be the first one in the country to have its own policy for 

persons with disabilities. 

 A committee, constituted by the Vice-Chancellor, will prepare the draft policy document which 

will be implemented after the approval of the Executive Council (EC). 

 The proposed policy document will incorporate all legislative provisions for students, employees 

and teachers, apart from the relevant judgments of the Supreme Court and Himachal Pradesh 

High Court. 

 It will benefit all stakeholders, including students, teachers and employees of the university and 

affiliated colleges. 

 HP University has taken a number of steps to facilitate persons with disabilities. 

 The website of the university has now been accessible to the disabled persons. 

 A library with computers and talking software is functional and installation of dozen more 

computers for visually impaired is in the pipeline. 

 As many as 14 ramps and 12 lifts are proposed to facilitate  specially abled  employees. 

 

Performance in School Education 

SCHOOL EDUCATION QUALITY INDEX (SEQI) 
The hill state with vast educational infrastructure has slipped one place in the overall performance and 

rank in the first School Education Quality Index (SEQI) survey conducted by NITI Aayog in spite of 

better performance under key parameters. 

 Among the 20 large states, 18 improved their overall performance between 2015-16 and 2016-17 

and the average improvement in the 18 states is 8.6 per cent.  

 Many states improved their overall performance score but showed a decline in rank points 

because the states like Haryana, Assam, Uttar Pradesh and Odisha improved their overall 

performance score by 18.5, 16.8, 13.7 and 12.4 percentage points, outpacing the others. 

 Himachal improved its performance from 58.1 per cent to 62.8 per cent but slipped from 

fourth to fifth place.  
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 Only Karnataka and Uttarakhand experienced a decline in their overall performance score and 

rank between 2015-16 and 2016-17.  

 The base year for the study was 2015-16 while 2016-17 was taken as the reference year. 

AIM OF THE SURVEY  

SEQI has been developed to evaluate the performance of states and UTs in the school education sector.  

It aims at bringing the focus to education policy by providing states and UTs with a platform to identify 

their strengths and weaknesses and undertake requisite course corrections or policy interventions. 

PARAMETERS 

It consists of 30 critical indicators that assess the delivery of quality education. These indicators are 

categorized as below: 

Category 1: Outcomes: 

o Domain 1: Learning outcomes 

o Domain 2: Access outcomes 

o Domain 3: Infrastructure and facilities for outcomes 

o Domain 4: Equity outcomes 

Category 2: Governance processes aiding outcomes. 

The index seeks to institutionalize a focus on improving education outcome with respect to learning, 

access, equity and governance. 

HIMACHAL STATE PERFORMANCE  

Under the outcome category, Himachal is in seventh place with score of 58 per cent while Karnataka 

leads the large states with a score of 81.9 per cent and Uttar Pradesh was at the bottom with the lowest 

score at 34.1 per cent. 

Himachal also improved its performance from 47.7 per cent to 54.6 per cent under the Governance 

Processes Aiding Outcome category but stood at 13th place while Kerala was on the top with 79 per 

cent and Jharkhand had the lowest rank with 21 per cent. 

Twelve large states improved their score on the infrastructure and facilities outcome domain and Haryana, 

Chhattisgarh, Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh improved their score by more than five 

percentage points. 

Under the Equity Outcome Domain, the score for Uttarakhand, Telangana, Chhattisgarh and Gujarat 

decreased by more than 10 percentage points. The change in score ranged from a 25.6 percentage points 

increase for Andhra Pradesh to a 26.8 percentage point decrease for Uttarakhand. In Himachal, the 

variation was only minus 0.4 per cent from 61.5 per cent to 61.1 per cent. 

LINKING PIN  

NITI AAYOG 

The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was formed via a resolution of 

the Union Cabinet on 1st January 2015. 
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The Government of India constituted the NITI Aayog to replace the Planning Commission instituted in 

1950. 

It is the premier policy ‘Think Tank’ of the Government of India, providing both directional and policy 

inputs. 

While designing strategic and long term policies and programmes for the Government of India, NITI 

Aayog also provides relevant technical advice to the Centre and States. 

The Governing Council of NITI, with the Prime Minister as its Chairman, comprises Chief Ministers of 

all States and Lt. Governors of Union Territories (UTs). 

 

Performance in Higher Education 

HPU NATIONAL RANKING (2019)  

 Himachal Pradesh University, ‘A’ graded by NAAC, has not found place among 150 top 

universities in the country in the 2019 National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) 

ranking. 

 The university, completing 50 years in July 2020, has slipped by 43 places and its ranking 

declined from 121 to 164 in 2019. 

 The Dr. YS Parmar University of Horticulture and Forestry (Nauni), Solan, was ranked 80 

and Chaudhary Sarwan Kumar Agriculture University, Palampur, was also among top 150 

universities. 

 The ranking of the HPU, a premier university, slipped due to lack of the state-of-the-art 

infrastructure, minimum use of Information, Communication Technology and erosion of 

academic, financial and administrative autonomy. 

 Further, lack of complete, comprehensive and compact placement cell, student violence and 

indiscipline at all levels, including teaching and non-teaching staff, resulted in the downgrading 

of ranking. 

 Lack of quality in research work, especially at the PhD level, was another factor. 

HPU RANKING (2020) 

Himachal Pradesh University (HPU) has been ranked 52nd among the top 150 government universities in 

the country by leading education magazine, Education World, in its 2020-21 survey. 

The parameters included: 

o Competence of faculty  

o Welfare of faculty  

o Development, research and innovation  

o Curriculum and pedagogy  

o Industry interface  

o Placement, infrastructure and facilities 

o Internationalism  

o Leadership and governance quality. 
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o Range of diversity programmes offered. 

 The HPU secured 847 out of 1,300 points and the major score was given for the competence of faculty, 

research and innovation and infrastructure and facilities. 

 The better ranking is attributed to strengthening of the NAAC internal quality assurance cell and removal 

of shortcomings like approval of the construction of guesthouse at a cost of Rs 10 crore, and placement cell 

pointed by the NAAC team in 2016. 

 The ranking is based on the data of NAAC. 

LINKING PIN  

NATIONAL ACCREDITATION AND ASSESSMENT COUNCIL (NAAC) 

It was established in the year 1994 as an autonomous institution of the UGC with its Headquarter in 

Bengaluru. 

The mandate of NAAC is to make quality assurance an integral part of the functioning of HEIs. 

It makes arrangement for periodic assessment and accreditation of institutions of higher education or 

units thereof, or specific academic programmes or projects. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL RANKING FRAMEWORK (NIRF) 

The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) was launched on 29th September 2015.  It is used 

for ranking institutions of higher education in different categories and domains of knowledge. 

Parameters used for ranking institutions: 

o Teaching, Learning and Resources. 

o Research and Professional Practices. 

o Graduation Outcomes. 

o Outreach and Inclusivity. 

o Peer Perception. 

In the fifth consecutive edition of NIRF rankings (2020),‘Dental’ category has been introduced 

for the first time bringing the total tally to 10 categories/subject domains.  

 

PERFORMANCE OF YS PARMAR VARSITY  
 Dr YS Parmar University of Horticulture and Forestry, Nauni, has been ranked 11th among the 

agricultural universities and research institutes by the Indian Council of Agricultural 

Research (ICAR) for 2019. 

 The university has improved its position by one rank from last year when it was placed on the 

12th rank nationally. Even in the top 11, there are three ICAR institutes. 

 At a time when most of the state-run universities have failed to fare significantly in various 

national-level rankings, this is considered a significant achievement for the university. It is the 

lone university in Asia set up for horticulture and forestry. 
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 The ICAR-run National Dairy Research Institute, Karnal, has secured the top slot, followed by 

Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana, on second spot and ICAR-run Indian 

Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi, has come third.  

LINKING PIN  

DR YS PARMAR UNIVERSITY OF HORTICULTURE AND FORESTRY 

Dr. Yashwant Singh Parmar University of Horticulture and Forestry is a state university located in 

district Solan, Himachal Pradesh, India. It has exclusive mandate of education, research and extension in 

horticulture and forestry.  

The university was ranked 80 among universities in India by the National Institutional Ranking 

Framework (NIRF) in 2019. 

THE INDIAN COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH (ICAR) 

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) was established on 16 July 1929 as a registered 

society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860. 

It is an autonomous organisation under the Department of Agricultural Research and Education (DARE), 

Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government of India. 

It is headquartered at New Delhi. With 102 ICAR institutes and 71 agricultural universities spread 

across the country this is one of the largest national agricultural systems in the world. 

It is the apex body for coordinating, guiding and managing research and education in agriculture 

including horticulture, fisheries and animal sciences in the entire country. 

Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) celebrated its 92nd foundation day on 16th July 2020. 

 

ARIIA RANKING, 2020 

 The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Mandi, has attained the seventh rank among higher 

educational institutions (HEIs) nationally and the top rank in the state in the Atal Ranking of 

Institutions on Innovations and Achievements (ARIIA). 

 Dr YS Parmar University of Horticulture and Forestry, Nauni, has been placed in ‘Band A’ 

under the government category, which comprises rank six to 25 among 15 other universities 

nationally. No other government sector university has been ranked from Himachal. The other 

farm university, CSK Agriculture University, Palampur, has found no place. 

 Stringent parameters such as programmes and activities on intellectual property rights, 

innovation, start-up, representation of students in such events, annual budget spent on innovation 

and start-ups, funds and grants received, patents granted and published, technology 

commercialisation, transfer, etc., were taken into consideration while ranking the institutes. 
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Place for Private Varsities:- 

 Among the private and self-financed universities, the Shoolini University of Biotechnology 

and Management Sciences has been placed in the top ‘Band A’, which comprises rank six to 25. 

No other private university from the state figures in this band. 

 In ‘Band B’ which comprises rank 26 to 50, the Jaypee University of Information Technology, 

Waknaghat, and Eternal University, Barru Sahib, have found place. 

 IIT-Mandi Catalyst, the first technology business incubator in Himachal Pradesh, has helped 

over 75 startups since 2017 and is changing the industry profile and entrepreneurial mindset. The 

aim is to build a startup and collaborative research ecosystem by working with academic and 

industry leaders. The ARIIA 2020 has given us the reassurance that the IIT is going in the right 

direction. 

LINKING PIN  

ATAL RANKING OF INSTITUTIONS ON INNOVATION ACHIEVEMENTS (ARIIA) 

It is an initiative of Ministry of Education, Government of India to systematically rank all the major 

higher educational institutions and universities in India on indicators related to “Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship Development” amongst students and faculties. 

 Major Indicators are:  

 Budget & Funding Support. 

 Infrastructure & Facilities. 

 Awareness, Promotions & support for Idea Generation & Innovation. 

 Promotion & Support for Entrepreneurship Development. 

 Innovative Learning Methods & Courses. 

 Intellectual Property Generation, Technology Transfer & Commercialization. 

 Innovation in Governance of the Institution. 

More than quantity, ARIIA focuses on quality of innovations and tries to measure the real impact created 

by these innovations nationally and internationally. 

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Mandi 

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Mandi is one of the eight new IITs established by the Ministry of 

Education, Government of India in 2009. It is a premier Engineering and Technology institute declared 

as an 'Institute of National Importance' by the Parliament of India. 

 IIT Mandi's permanent campus (about 14 km from Mandi) is fully functional on the left bank of the Uhl 

River at Kamand and Salgi villages in Mandi. 
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Education Infrastructure 

NEW ITI IN SOLAN VILLAGE 

 A new building of the ITI at Saiyri in Solan district will be constructed over nine bighas at a 

cost of Rs 1.23 crore.  

 It will be a pre-fabricated structure equipped with the required facilities.  

 Two more courses would be introduced in the ITI in the next two years to provide jobs to the 

students.  

 The ITI, which started in 2015, has only 71 students enrolled in fashion designing technology 

(FDT) and electrician courses, as it is located at the far end of Kandaghat block. The FDT courses 

has less than 10 students.  

 Earlier, the State government had decided to secure funds from the Asian Development Bank for 

its construction and the PWD was supposed to call its tenders. It has now been decided to provide 

State funding for it. 

 The ITI, however, lacks a permanent principal and its additional charge has been held by various 

principals from time to time. Even the support staff was outsourced. Despite sanctioning posts for 

this institution, the government was yet to provide adequate staff.  

SKILL DEVELOPMENT  

ICE HOCKEY TRAINING IN KAZA 

The ice hockey stadium is ready for basic and advance training in Kaza in tribal district Lahaul and 

Spiti.  

 The Kaza administration is planning to impart basic and advance training of ice hockey to the 

youths of Lahaul and Spiti. 

 At least 100 youths of district would be trained in ice hockey.  

 Five coaches would be deployed to impart training. Four coaches will be from Leh while one will 

be from Uttarakhand. 

 The ice hockey stadium is ready for the training of youths.   

 The Kaza administration is focusing on promoting winter sports activities to train youth to take 

part in international events. Winter sports may prove a major attraction for tourists in the region. 

 It is a historic day for Lahaul and Spiti that eight girls and seven boys have been selected for 

National Ice Hockey Camp which is going to be held in Gulmarg. 
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NATIONAL ICE HOCKEY MEET 

In a first, the Ice Hockey Association of India held a national tournament in the newly developed open-

air rink amidst the stunning backdrop of the Himalayas in Himachal Pradesh's Spiti Valley, a cold 

desert. 

 The under-20 ice hockey tournament was held in Himachal Pradesh for the first time.  

 The rink lies at an altitude of 3,720 metres, the highest in the country as Kaza is located at an 

altitude higher than Leh, where temperatures plummet below minus 20 degrees Celsius in winter. 

 Winter sports have immense potential in the Spiti Valley where snowfall cover remains at least 

for five months. 

 This was for the second time that the training camp was being organised in Kaza. 

 In 2019, on an experimental basis, a tennis court was converted into an ice hockey rink. 

 Seeing the response of the youngsters towards ice hockey, it was decided to set up a permanent 

rink. 

 The entire Spiti Valley "is a magnet for winter games". 

 There is so much potential. Each youngster at an early age picks up a ski board and hits the snow-

covered slopes. Every house has a ski blade -- largely developed indigenously -- depending upon 

the financial status of the family. This 'art' of making blades is being passed on from one 

generation to another. 

TECHNICAL TRAINING 

More than 500 mechanical engineering students and 80 faculty members of Himachal Pradesh Technical 

University {HPTU} and its affiliated colleges will get training in “Embedded System and Robotics (e-

yantra)” from IIT-Bombay experts. 

 Students and researchers have been encouraged about e-yantra with the increasing use of robotics 

in the technology sector. 

 The robotic technology was essential for the students of various disciplines, including computer 

science, electrical & electronics and mechanical engineering, and the embedded system could 

perform different tasks in the healthcare system. 

 HPTU would develop a separate course on the embedded and robotic system for undergraduate 

engineering students from the next academic session. 

 e-yantra initiative aimed at creating the next generation of Indian embedded system engineers. 

LINKING PIN  

Himachal Pradesh Technical University is a Government University in Hamirpur, Himachal Pradesh, 

India, established in 2011. 
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E-Yantra 

 It is a project for enabling effective education across engineering colleges in India on embedded systems 

and robotics. 

HOSPITALITY CENTRE  

The Himachal Pradesh Kaushal Vikas Nigam (HPKVN) will sign a five-year contract agreement 

with the operating partner for setting up and operating Centre of Excellence for Tourism and Hospitality 

at Waknaghat in Solan district. 

 Later, the agreement will be extended on the basis of performance on mutually agreed terms and 

duration.  

 The government would provide subsidy on tuition fee to Himachali students, but they would have 

to pay boarding and lodging charges, including internship. 

 60 per cent seats at the institute would be reserved for Himachali students. However, in the first 

academic session, only Himachali candidates would be eligible for admission to PET courses. 

Some seats would be reserved for NRIs. 

 Training and equipment required to run the centre would be procured by the HP Kaushal Vikas 

Nigam in consultation with the operating partner and the management committee.  

LINKING PIN  

THE HIMACHAL PRADESH KAUSHAL VIKAS NIGAM (HPKVN) 

Himachal Pradesh Kaushal Vikas Nigam (HPKVN) is the primary implementing agency of the Himachal 

Pradesh Skills Development Project (HPSDP),the flagship employment and livelihoods scheme of the 

Government of Himachal Pradesh. It is also the state implementation partner of the Pradhan Mantri 

Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY).These schemes, in line with the National Policy for Skill Development 

and Entrepreneurship, aim to enhance the technical and vocational skills of youth in the state through 

education and training. HPKVN’s immediate goal is to train over a lakh young men and women in the 

period 2018-22. The organisation’s broader objective is to prepare the youth population of the state for 

the emerging labour markets in India and across the world. 

UPSKILLING HIMACHAL YOUTH 

Government of India has signed a $80 million (Rs 512 crore) loan agreement with Asian Development 

Bank (ADB) to help improve the skills of youth in Himachal Pradesh and modernizing Technical and 

Vocation Education and Training Institute (TVET). 

 This project of estimated cost of $100 million (Rs 640 crore) is expected to be completed by the 

end of 2022 and Himachal Government will get 90 per cent of the loan component as grant from 

the Government of India. 

 This project would go a long way in setting up basic institutionalised institutes at various levels in 

the State. 
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 A polytechnic for women, six city livelihood centres and seven rural livelihood centres would be 

set up under it besides upgrading 10 employment exchanges as model career centres. 

 These efforts of State Government will help in creating awareness among youth about TVET 

programmers, modernisation of training equipments, implementation of MIS, enhance partnership 

with private sector and creating market oriented training and livelihood opportunities for the 

youth of Himachal Pradesh. 

 The funds would be made available for short and long term training programmes to the youth in 

automobile, electronics, pharmaceuticals, tourism and hospitality, banking and financial services 

and health etc. sectors under the project. 

DRUG MENACE 

DRONES TO SPOT CANNABIS CROP IN HIMACHAL 

To counter cannabis cultivation that has been rooted out from most parts but is still prevalent in a few 

higher reaches of Himachal Pradesh, the state police department is all set to purchase drones that will 

enable its personnel to spot the remote areas where the drug is being grown illegally.  

 The drones would provide high-end thermal images of cultivation and precisely identify the 

location, especially in areas cut-off from habitations and not connected by road or pedestrian 

path.  

 Following a massive drive for eradication of cannabis plantation, which also involves attachment 

of properties of growers, the cultivation on private land has been reduced to 5 per cent while 95 

per cent of the cannabis is grown in high-altitude forest areas in perilous terrain in Kullu, 

Mandi, Shimla, Sirmaur and Chamba districts. 

 Nepalese labourers, who are accustomed to trekking and farm activities in harsh and hostile 

terrain, are engaged in growing cannabis in far-flung areas. 

 For the first time, diesel-operated bush cutters were being provided to the police to root out the 

cannabis shrubs.  

 An amount of Rs 15 lakh will be made available to the police for engaging manpower and 

machinery for eradication of cannabis. 

 Rs 5 lakh each would be allotted to Kangra, Mandi and Shimla zones. The cultivation of 

poppy has also witnessed a significant decline and dipped to less than 5 per cent as it requires a 

suitable climate and cannot be grown in isolation without care. 

 As per a national survey conducted by the National Drug Dependence Treatment Centre, New 

Delhi, the prevalence of use of charas/ganja is 1.2 per cent in India and 3.2 per cent in 
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Himachal. The problem is grave and has assumed alarming proportions over a period of time as 

the number of drug addicts and people involved in illegal drug trade has increased phenomenally. 

 As many as 500 panchayats in the state are involved in opium and cannabis cultivation and it 

being a lucrative illegal business, locals were falling prey to it. 

Cultivation areas 

Kullu district: Malana, Manikaran, Tosh Kutla, Banjar, Sainj, Anni-Khanag region, Malandar Thach, 

Avgal Thach, Bhelang, Thisco, Waichin, Magic, Neeramg, Chanderkhani Pass, Fauzal, Kathi Kukdi  

Mandi district: Chauhar, Bali Chowki (Thachi and Dider Jhamach), Gada Goshaini (Seraj region)  

Other areas: Churah, Salooni, Bharmour in Chamba district; Bara Bhangal in Kangra; Pulwal, Gyan 

Kot, Shillai and Rajgarh in Sirmaur and remote areas of Rohru, Chopal and Dodra Kwar in Shimla  

                      

                   

 

“DRUG FREE HIMACHAL” MOBILE APP 

The mobile app “Drug Free Himachal”, launched by Chief Minister received over 750 inputs regarding 

selling and use of drugs.  

 As the app does not reveal the identity of the complainant, more people are coming forward to 

report the illegal activities. 

 The app enables the complainants to report the suspects’ name, phone numbers, locations, 

photographs and any other available information without disclosing their identity and the 

complainant can inform the police about the drugs consignments, storage places, sale of drugs 

and persons involved in peddling. 
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 The information is received at the centre set up by the police who inform the nearest police post 

and patrol vehicles and wherever the information is available, anti-social elements are nabbed.  

 The police have got significant inputs on peddlers eyeing educational institutions. 

 The response to the app is good as it does not require the complainants to identify themselves and 

just provide the information 

 People avoid reporting such crimes due to lengthy and time-consuming process of going to police 

station, identifying them and filing complaints but with the app, there is no such requirement.  

 There were instances when people were aware of illegal activities in their neighbourhood but 

were scared to be identified and ignored informing the police but now they are comfortably 

sharing inputs.  

 The app also provides information on de-addiction and rehabilitation centres, drug effects, 

symptoms to watch out among children, facts about narcotics, jail term and advice for relatives. 

LESSONS FOR HIMACHAL STATE FROM HARYANA’S ANTI- 

NARCOTICS CELLS 

THREE-TIER APPROACH: 

 In a bid to rein in the menace of drug, the Haryana Police has set up specialized drug 

enforcement machinery in the form of anti-narcotics cells (ANCs) in all districts of the state. 

 This cell would have three-tier setup at the state, range and district level to tackle drug 

menace in a holistic manner through enforcement, education, engagement and liaison with 

different agencies, both civil and police, at different levels. 

 The state-level ANCs would be headed by IG - Special Task Force (STF) and assisted by one SP, 

two DSPs, four Inspectors and 15 NGOs.  

 One unit of this cell would be stationed at Panchkula.  

 The range-level ANC would function under the direct supervision of range ADGs/IGs. They 

would be assisted by their respective range staff, including the assistant district attorney (ADA) 

concerned. 

 Their role would be to supervise the district ANC and plugging the loopholes.  

 Similarly, the district ANC would be headed by a DSP-level officer and assisted by CIA 

inspector and 7 to 15 NGOs and other ranks, depending on the drug situation in the district.  

 The SPs will directly review and supervise the work of district ANCs. Commissionerates will 

have single district ANC and the commissioner of police would also perform the tasks of range 

ANC. 
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CAPACITY BUILDING: 

All ANC officials would undergo one-week training module on control of narcotics at Haryana 

Police Academy (HPA), Madhuban. These trained officials will further train other investigating 

officers in the district on NDPS Act cases’ investigation. 

ROLE OF ANTI- NAROCOTICS CELLS: 

 Coordinating with external drug control agencies like National Crime Bureau, neighboring 

states, interstate drug secretariat, opium producing states, etc., and district and range ANCs 

to identify the complete narcotics supply chain including routes of drugs reaching Haryana. It 

will also identify the possibility of narco-terrorism having links with Haryana-based drug 

cartels 

 Creating data base of kingpins of drug cartels, major financiers, and criminals arrested in 

drugs related cases worth over Rs 50lakh. ANC will regularly monitor their activities and keep 

tab on the money trail of their overt and covert businesses using human and technically 

 Keeping record of major pharmaceutical manufacturers whose medicines can be diverted for 

drug abuse and catch such illicit drug diversion and its perpetrators 

 Disseminating intelligence about hotspots of drug supplies like cannabis from Himachal 

Pradesh, opium from Rajasthan and MP, etc., to range and district ANCs, so that field units 

can effectively curb the supply of narcotics 

 Raid and arrest the violators of NDPS Act and participate in interstate investigations. 

 Review and assist the investigation of all high-value NDPS cases in Haryana with the aim of 

increasing probability of conviction by preventing the pitfalls that lead to acquittal It will ensure 

that Section 68F of NDPS Act is effectively implemented in all NDPS cases to attach the 

properties of the beneficiaries. 

 Designing training modules for the intelligence collection and investigation of NDPS cases for 

field units in collaboration with the HPA 

 Learn the best practices of drug menace control adopted by other states and central agencies 

 Submit monthly report to the DGP about the activities and the achievements of the cells 

NORTHERN STATES ACTION PLAN AGAINST DRUGS 

The police chiefs of northern states resolved to cut the supply chain of narcotics and drugs in the below 

listed manner: 

 The relevant information to be shared among different Police forces regarding drug smugglers 

and gangsters operating in the region. 
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 Quarterly joint meetings of Northern Police Chiefs on rotation to be held  and Senior police 

officers heading Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS), Special Operations Group (SOG), Special Task 

Force (STF) and Special Cells to hold bi-monthly meetings for sharing vital information related 

to drugs and gangsters. 

 A common IT-based platform to be  developed and implemented amongst member states for 

quick sharing of information to achieve better coordination and results in the drive against drugs 

and gangsters  

 A common Police and Drug Secretariat to be set up both in physical and virtual space and  

nodal police officers from the neighboring states to be present there for prompt and effective 

sharing of information relating to inter-state crime and criminals, especially on drugs, gangsters 

and heinous crimes. 

 A need for modernisation of jails and involvement of various stakeholders, such as health 

and education departments, apart from NGOs, in the drive against drugs, especially for effective 

‘demand reduction’. 

 Intelligence sharing and coordinated drive and joint operations among the neighbouring 

States to cut the supply chain of narcotics. Punjab and HP  to carry out joint operations in 

Kangra-Pathankot area. 

 To make biometric identification mandatory for obtaining mobile phone connections and for 

opening of bank accounts. 

 To introduce Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act (MCOCA) in the northern states 

and extend Punjab Artificial Intelligence System (PAIS) to other states in order to deal effectively 

with gangsters and hardcore criminals.  

 To take effective measures for deportation of foreigners involved in drugs and to evolve a joint 

comprehensive policy on anti-drug measures for member states in which all the stakeholders and 

departments should be involved. 

SECOND REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON DRUG MENACE – 

CHALLENGES AND STRATEGIES 

Chief Ministers of the Northern States expressed concern over the inflow of drugs from Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, Nigeria and other countries and called for closer collaboration to battle the menace.  

These states agreed on jointly pressing the Union government to come out with a national drugs policy 

besides conducting of joint operations at the inter-state borders, information sharing on drugs and 

smugglers and launch of major awareness programmes. 
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JOINT GROUP OF NORTHERN STATES AGAINST DRUG MENACE 

 There was consensus among the states on the importance of strengthening the information sharing 

mechanism on drugs and drug dealers or smugglers, for a more effective crackdown against them. 

 It was also agreed that all the states would launch major awareness programs and strive to make 

eradication of drugs a peoples’ movement. 

The states also agreed to take up with the Central Government a proposal to establish a Regional Drug 

Dependence Treatment Centre in Chandigarh Tricity area, on the lines of National Drug 

Dependence Treatment Centre (NDDTC) AIIMS, New Delhi. 

Deliberations of the Conference:- 

 Setting up joint working group, involving officials of Health and Social Justice Departments, to 

share experiences and best practices in their respective campaigns against drugs 

 Conducting joint operations at inter-state borders. 

 Strengthening information sharing mechanisms on drugs, drug dealers or smugglers for 

effective crackdown. 

 Launching major awareness programs 

 Making eradication of drugs a peoples’ movement 

 Jointly press Centre to come out with a National Drugs Policy 

 Opening a Regional Training Center for Training of Investigators for proper investigation of 

NDPS cases at Chandigarh. 

 States to propose to the centre to establish a Regional Drug Dependence Treatment Centre in 

Chandigarh Tricity area. 

CONTROLLED CULTIVATION OF CANNABIS 

The Himachal Pradesh Government plans controlled cultivation of cannabis for various purposes, 

including medical, and has sought feedback from other states, such as Uttarakhand, that are already 

doing so. 

 The bigger challenge will be to ensure people do not take to rampant cultivation. 

 Specific areas as well as species of hemp with low narcotic content will be identified.  

 Those backing the move argue that it will help strengthen the rural economy. The issue has 

been raised in the Assembly several times. 

 Several parts of the state — including Kullu-Manali, Mandi, Shimla, Sirmaur and Chamba — 

have conducive climatic conditions for cultivating cannabis.  

 Practically every part of the plant is used — for food, to make footwear, clothes, ropes, and most 

importantly in the pharma sector for medicines. 
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 Efforts by the police and the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) to check illegal cannabis 

cultivation have failed to fructify. Efforts to wean away people of Malana village from the illegal 

trade have been in vain. 

MALLANA CREAM: HIMACHAL’S UNIQUE CANNABIS PRODUCT 

It is the charas or hash or hashish which comes from the Malana Valley in Kullu district of Himachal 

Pradesh.  

Charas, called bhang in Himachal, is the resin obtained from a species or strain of the cannabis 

plant (botanical classification of cannabis is disputed), which grows naturally in the valley and is 

also cultivated illegally.  

The valley has a single village, Malana, and the hash resin produced there is generally more ‘creamy’, or 

clay-like, as compared to that produced in other parts of the state. 

DISTINCTIVENESS  

The cannabis plant has a number of chemical compounds called cannabinoids, among which 

tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) is the primary psychoactive constituent which produces the high 

sensation. 

 Strains of the plant with low levels of THC are used for industrial and non-drug purposes such as 

making ropes, paper, textiles etc. Plants with a high level of another cannabinoid called CBD 

(cannabidiol) are used for medicinal purposes. 

 A high proportion of THC in the plant extract is required for recreational drug use and Malana 

Cream is believed to be particularly rich in THC, making it more potent. Resin extracted from the 

plant, generally by rubbing using hands, is also concentrated further to obtain the more potent 

hash oil. 

In addition, charas from Malana has a distinct set of turpenes, aromatic compounds associated with 

flavour and other characteristics. These characteristics are the result of unique climatic conditions of the 

valley. 

WORTH 

According to the police, varieties of Malana Cream are generally sold anywhere between Rs 1,500 to Rs 

8,000 per 10 grams in India depending upon the purity of the product and the place of sale.  

As the charas is smuggled to greater distances, the price rises. Once it is smuggled outside the country, 

the price skyrockets – it is one of the costliest forms of hash sold in cafes of Amsterdam for instance. 

Peddlers smuggling charas out of the valley generally use trekking routes in the mountains, which makes 

it harder to catch them. 

Charas was banned in India in 1986 under the NDPS Act, but the plant was considered an important crop 

in Kullu, used for a variety of other purposes such as making footwear. 
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With greater road connectivity, Malana and its neighbouring Parvati Valley became notorious for ‘drug 

tourism’, with domestic as well as foreign tourists thronging to the area lured by the easy availability of 

drugs as well as picturesque treks. 

Security agencies sometimes have to trek for hours and even days to locate and burn the fields of cannabis 

or track down peddlers. Those involved in the lucrative trade move their fields further uphill or to remoter 

parts of the mountains when this happens. Also, the plant grows naturally in the area, so it cannot be 

eliminated altogether. 

The illegality of cannabis has made it a contentious issue in Himachal, since it has a certain cultural 

acceptance in the state.  

A petition to allow non-narcotic use of the plant like in some other states is pending in the state high 

court, and several legislators are supportive of it.  

LINKING PIN  

MALANA VILLAGE  

Malana currently has a population of 2,350, and is located at an altitude of 2,650 metres above sea level. 

It has been “a self-contained democratic society for centuries”. Besides the Malana cream, it also 

attracts visitors due to its age-old traditions, scenic beauty, popular treks, a distinct culture and myths 

and legends associated with the inhabitants.  

The villagers of Malana believe that ages ago a great sage named Jamlu Rishi inhabited this place and 

made its principles. The locals claim it to be one of the oldest democracies in the world, which had a 

well-planned and organised parliamentary system that was guided by their deity, Jamlu Rishi, who 

maintained peace within the village. They also believe that they have pure Aryan genes and are 

successors of Alexander The Great's soldiers. 

 

NEW ‘CHITTA’ HOTSPOT IN HIMACHAL PRADESH 

The transit point hotspot of ‘chitta’ procurement, supplied from Delhi, has shifted from Sundernagar in 

Mandi district to Barmana in Bilaspur district and the rate has shot up to Rs 7,000 to Rs 8,000 per 

gram (an increase of up to Rs 3,000). 

 The fact came to light during the first meeting of the Himachal Pradesh Nasha Nivaran Board. 

 Chief Minister presided over the meeting of Himachal Pradesh Nasha Nivaran Board. 

 A survey conducted on 4,020 persons between Salappar and Mandi has revealed that 70 per cent 

of the youth are using drugs of which 500 are girls.  

 There has been an increase in the number of girls taking injections. 

 The chitta (heroin) addiction has surpassed cannabis (charas) and other hard drug addiction in 

Himachal and as per the study of 1,170 drug users lodged in 27 de-addiction centres, 34.61 per 

cent of addicts are chitta consumers with highest number in 15-30 years age bracket and tramadol 

is being used as its substitute. 
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 Trends needed to be analysed as possibility of turning opium into heroine in times to come could 

not be ruled out. 

 Around 400 gram panchayats in six districts — Shimla, Sirmaur, Mandi, Kullu, Chamba and 

Kangra — were dealing with the sale of commercial drugs, mainly cannabis. 

 Drug-free Himachal App and Nasha Nivaran Samitis, constituted at police station level to 

combat the drug menace have been appreciated by the Union government. 

LINKING PIN 

HIMACHAL PRADESH NASHA NIVARAN BOARD 

The state government had constituted the Himachal Pradesh Nasha Nivaran Board under the 

chairmanship of Chief Minister. 

The  Structure of The Board:   

Official Members: 

Chief Secretary, Administrative Secretaries of Home, Excise and Taxation, Revenue, Forests, Social 

Justice and Empowerment, Agriculture, Health and Education and Director General of Police. 

Member Secretary: Commissioner of State Taxes and Excise. 

Convener-cum-Adviser: Former Superintendent, Narcotics Control Bureau, Chandigarh zone, and 

member, Institute of Narcotics Studies and Analysis (INSA), New Delhi, Om Prakash has been appointed 

the convener-cum-adviser of the board. 

The tenure of the convener-cum-adviser and non-official members will be of two years and the 

headquarters will be Shimla. 

The board will act as a co-coordinator between various drugs and narcotics enforcement agencies of the 

state and suggest ways and means to tackle the menace of inter-state drug trafficking, production and 

distribution within Himachal.  

 

PROBING SUPPLY CHAIN OF DRUG RACKET IN HIMACHAL 

A team from the Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS) has gone to Himachal Pradesh to probe 

the supply chain of a drugs racket, which was unearthed by the Pune Railway Police following the seizure 

of charas worth Rs 1 crore. 

 The Railway Police had arrested two persons from Himachal Pradesh for alleged possession of 34 

kg of charas at Pune station. 

 During the investigation, it came to light that the arrested accused were in Pune to distribute the 

drug during New Year celebrations in Goa, Mumbai and other cities. 

 It was also found that the narcotic substance was being supplied regularly from Himachal 

Pradesh to Maharashtra and other states. 
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 Considering the gravity of the offence, the Director General of Maharashtra Police transferred the 

investigation to the ATS. 

 Accordingly, an ATS team headed by Superintendent of Police rank officer was dispatched to 

Kullu district in Himachal Pradesh. 

 The team will investigate the cultivation of narcotics and the supply chain with the help of 

Himachal Pradesh police.  

FUTURE ANTI-DRUG STRATEGY 

Himachal State Government would frame an integrated drug prevention policy for the state. 

 It would be named as “State Policy of Drug Prevention, Treatment, Management and 

Rehabilitation/Social/Integration Programme”. 

 Better coordination between the Police, Media and the Nasha Nivaran Board is vital for curbing 

the menace of drug abuse in the state. 

 The State Government has decided to open six drug de-addiction centers in Himachal Pradesh.  

 The drug abuse also results in the increase in crime rate.  The government is also contemplating 

to frame Standard operating procedure (SOPs) to regulate and control already functioning 

integrated Rehabilitation Centres for addicts and de-addiction centres to ensure better services to 

the needy in Himachal. 

 Official surveys would be conducted to know the extent and pattern of drug production, 

diversion of psychotropic substances including Precursors and the Magnitude of drug abuse in the 

state.  

 A state-wise drug awareness campaign or sensitization programme would also be started in 

which elected representatives of Panchayati Raj Institutions, Urban Local Bodies, NCC Cadets, 

NSS volunteers and MahilaMandals would be involved. 

 The existing State Narcotics Control Cell of the State Police would be strengthened to 

effectively tackle this menace. 

 The State Government is determined to curb the problem of drug menace as it continues to be a 

serious social problem across the state and country. The major part of the anti-drug strategyof 

the State Government focuses on certain drugs originally derived from plant sources such as 

cannabis and opium. The State Government has taken stringent steps against cultivation and 

eradication of these drugs generating plants and campaign for the eradication of Cannabis is 

being carried out on all lands including Gram Panchayat, forest, and other government land. 

 Cannabis or opium eradication campaign is being implemented in the entire state in an 

effective manner. In order to intensify the cannabis or opium eradication campaign, the State 
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Government has also deployed Sashatra Seema Bal (SSB) for addressing the issue in high 

altitude regions and provided them with modern equipment for cannabis or opium destruction. 

 Special drives to curb drug menace amongst the youth are being organized near schools and 

colleges from time to time under the Community Policing Scheme. Awareness campaigns are 

also being launched by Narcotic cell involving all Superintendents of Police and field units of 

CID to aware general public and educational institutes. 

 In the wake of rising drug menace in the state, the government has decided to introduce a 

chapter on ill-effects of drug abuse in the syllabus of government schools to sensitize the 

students. 

 The State Government has also brought a Bill for making drug trafficking a non-bailable 

offence. 

 A large number of drug peddlers are from the neighboring states. It is on Himachal state’s 

initiative that steps were taken to chalk out a joint strategy to check drug menace in the region. 

A meeting was held at Panchkula in Haryana in which Chief Ministers of Punjab, Haryana, 

Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh had participated. 

 All the Chief Ministers and representatives of other northern states agreed to share the 

information regarding drug trafficking. Another meeting was hosted by Punjab in which the Chief 

Minister of Rajasthan had also participated. This initiative proved a grand success in checking the 

menace. 

 The executive committee of the Board would be constituted and regular meetings would be held 

for proper implementation of the recommendations of the Board. 

 All the line departments would work with greater coordination for synchronization of various 

initiatives of the State Government to make Himachal Pradesh a ‘drug free state’. 

INCLUSIVE GROWTH 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

The central government has sanctioned funds for construction of 1212 buildings for urban poor families 

of Himachal Pradesh.  

 These buildings will be constructed under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana. 

 For the next 2 months, people will start getting this amount.  

 The head of the family will get Rs. 1 lakh 85 thousand.  

 With the release of funds, the central government has also stipulated that the annual income of the 

family is not more than 3 lakh.  
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 9461 houses have been constructed under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Urban in the 

Himachal state. Now, this amount has been released for building construction of other people. 

This money has been got for urban development.  

 Now, the amount will be released by asking for proposals from urban bodies.  

 These buildings will be constructed under the supervision of municipal body officials.  

 The person must have land to build a building. The said land papers have to be given to the 

officer. 

 Thereafter, the amount will be released. This amount will continue to be released in installments, 

not simultaneously, but in terms of work.  

LINKING PIN  

PRADHAN MANTRI AWAS YOJANA (PMAY)- URBAN  

PMAY is  one of the world’s most ambitious and biggest housing schemes, ‘Housing For All by 2022’ 

announced by Prime Minister in 2015, has accomplished a crossed a big milestone. It has recently 

expanded its scope to cater to the housing needs of the mid-income group, besides the economically 

weaker sections (EWS) and low-income group (LIG). It has sanctioned one crore houses under the Prime 

Minister Awas Yojana – Urban category and that too in a short span of four years from 2015 to 2019. 

MUKHYA MANTRI ROSHNI YOJANA 

The objective of Mukhya Mantri Roshni Yojana is to provide free electricity connections to Poor Families 

of the State.  

CRITERIA: 

For  availing the benefit of free electricity connection under this scheme, the applicant should fulfill any 

one of the following criteria, which needs to be certified by the concerned competent authority:- 

1. He should be a member of BPL family. 

2. He should be a member of family covered under Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY). 

3. He should be a member of Priority Household (PH). 

4. His annual income from all source should not exceed Rs. 35,000/-. 

5. The applied load in his premises should be less than 2 KW. 

AGENCY: 

The aforesaid scheme is to be implemented by Himachal Pradesh State Electricity Board (HPSEB) 

Limited throughout the state.  

FUNDING: 

Funds for releasing electricity connections under this Scheme are to be provided by the Government of 

Himachal Pradesh.  

BENEFICIARY: 
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On the basis of the trends of previous years, approximately 17,550 poor families are to be provided free 

electricity connection under this Scheme during the year 2019-20 for which an expenditure of 

approximately Rs. 13.16 crore has been budgeted. 

STUDENT POLICE CADET (SPC) PROGRAMME 

Himachal state has launched 'Student Police Cadet Programme'.  

 The programme envisages inculcating respect for the laws, practice discipline and civic sense, 

and develop empathy for vulnerable sections of the society. 

The schools of Himachal Pradesh Government have implemented the Student Police Cadet Scheme 

(SPC), which was first developed and launched in Kerala in 2010. 

Aided by the Government of India, 60 schools will be covered in a phased manner. Five schools will be 

selected from each district.  

 Himachal is the sixth state to implement the scheme after Kerala, Gujarat, Haryana, 

Karnataka, and Rajasthan.  

The major objectives of the program are to inculcate a sense of Patriotism, Open-mindedness, Large-

heartedness, Inclusiveness, Capability, and Effectiveness (POLICE). 

Student Police Cadet (SPC) Programme 

Ministry of Home Affairs sponsored Student Police Cadet (SPC) Programme was launched nationally in 

Gurugram, Haryana.  

 The programme aims to build bridge between Police and larger community through school 

students by inculcating values and ethics in them through classes in school and outside. 

 The programme focuses on students of class 8th and 9th.  

 It will be implemented first in government schools, in both urban and rural areas and later 

expanded to private schools.  

 It takes special care to ensure that it does not increase workload of the students. It does not have 

any prescribed text book and also any exam. Only one class is proposed in a month under its 

schedule. 

Unique Features of SPC Project: 

 An association between the educational and security frameworks of a state, that trains and 

encourages youth to develop respect for law and abiding by law as a way of life. 

 Uses existing network, infrastructure and leadership qualities of Police to supplement the 

physical, mental and educational development of youth. 

 Empowers school communities to create safe school environments and confident youth willing to 

react against social evils. 

 Stimulates parents and community leaders to work with police in creating safer communities. 

Scope of the Programme:  
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 Crime prevention and control: Topics covered under it include road safety, fight against social 

evils, community policing, safety of women and children, fight against corruption and disaster 

management. 

 Values and ethics: Topics covered under it include values and ethics, empathy and sympathy, 

tolerance, patience, attitude, respect for elders, team spirit and discipline. 

  Handbook: Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D) with support of National 

Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has prepared handbook for imparting 

instructions. It will also enable learning through group discussions and audio- visual mediums. 

Implementation: It will be steered by state level committee headed by Principal Secretary, Home 

Department with Principal Secretary, Education and Director General of Police (DGP) as members.  

Besides, similar committee will be formed at district level, headed by District Magistrate with District 

Inspector of Schools and Superintendent of Police (SP) as members.  

Funding: Central Government has released amount worth Rs.67 crores to states for implementation of 

programme.  

 Besides, amount of Rs 50,000 has been earmarked for each school for educational aids, training 

and contingency.  

VOCATIONAL TRAINING IN HIMACHAL PRISONS 

The prisoners lodged in Himachal Pradesh’s jails are being offered vocational training under the ‘Har 

Haath Ko Kaam Yojna’. 

The scheme is aimed at rehabilitation and reintegration of prisoners into mainstream society. 

 The Department of Prison and Correctional Services whilst detaining inmates in safe custody 

is maintaining their human dignity and developing their sense of social responsibility by 

providing them creative and livelihood works. 

 In the past three years, under ‘Har Haath Ko Kaam Yojna, bakery, canteen, stitching, welding, 

car washing, laundry, spice unit, saloon, trades etc have been introduced in prisons.   

 Along with introduction of new works, emphasis has been laid to enhance the previously carried 

works of carpentry, dairy farming and handloom.  

 The inmates are being taught work as per the interest and capacity. 

 The successful implementation of these has resulted in achieving the turnover of Rs. 4.68 crore in 

2019-20, Rs. 3.58 crore in 2018-19 and Rs. 3.24 crore in 2017-18.  

 The charges of labour paid in the year 2019-20 was Rs. 148.6 lakh, in 2018-19 was Rs.119.7 lakh 

and in 2017-18 the amount paid for labour charges was 105 lakh, the spokesman. 

 The products produced in these facilities are distributed under the brand name “HIMKARA” 

which had been registered under Trade Mark Act-1999 in April 2019.  

 The products produced in these prisons are also being made available at GeM portal. 
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 Shawls, scarves and coat material produced by inmates have also been provided with ‘Handloom 

Mark’ by the Union Ministry of Textile.  

 Prisoners of open jail are permitted to work in private factories under the ‘Har Haath Ko Kaam 

Yojna’. Presently, four women and 146 prisoners are earning under the scheme. 

 To provide education and right guidance to inmates, Centres of Indira Gandhi National Open 

University (IGNOU) have been opened in prisons. Education was imparted to 106 inmates in the 

2017-18 and 88 inmates in 2018-19.   

 In the year 2017-18 about 85 inmates completed 10+2, 18 completed graduation and three 

inmates completed post graduation. In the year 2018-19, about 67 inmates completed 10+2, 13 

completed graduation and eight completed post graduation.   

 Library facility is also being provided to the inmates for improving their knowledge. 

 The State Government is also ensuring proper medical facilities to inmates, for which posts of 

full time medical officer has been sanctioned for Model Central Jail Kanda in district Shimla, 

Lala Lajpat Rai District Correctional Home, Dharamshala and Open Jail Bilaspur. 

JAIL REFORMS IN HIMACHAL PRADESH 

The prisoners in Himachal jails will now be given comfortable mattresses to sleep. 

 Himachal will be the first state in the country to do so.  

 Making all jails double-story will avoid economic expenditure and the problem of keeping 

prisoners would also be overcome. 

 The state has paid 1.5 crore rupees as salary to prisoners in the state in 2020 under HAR 

HAATH KO KAAM YOJANA, while the annual turnover of the jail administration is close to 

five crore. 

 Six to seven per cent prisoners are working outside the state jails.  

 New jails are being constructed at Kullu, Mandi, Rampur, Kinnaur and Nalagarh as the condition 

of jails in these districts was not good.  

 Herbal cultivation will be done on the lines of Haryana in jails in the state. This will also 

increase their affection for nature, where prisoners will have the opportunity to work.  

 Radio has been introduced in jails in the state, taking cognizance and radio has also been 

introduced in jails in Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and Haryana. 
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MUKHYA MANTRI 1 BIGHA SCHEME 

Chief Minister has launched the innovative and ambitious scheme  Mukhya Mantri 1 Bigha Scheme   

from video conferencing.  

 It envisages strengthening the rural economy by linking the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS). 

 Under this scheme, a woman or her family who has land up to a bigha (or 0.4 hectares) can 

prepare a backyard kitchen garden to grow vegetables and fruits. 

 The scheme will cover about 1.50 lakh women through 5,000 self help groups.  

 They will be imparted training to enhance the skills of women.  

 Grants will be given for leveling of hilly land, channelizing water, setting up vermi compost pits 

and buying plants and seeds.  

 All self help groups which are job card holders can avail one lakh rupees under this scheme.  

 The scheme will transform the rural economics of the state and also empower women at the 

grassroots level. Under the scheme, eligible women will be entitled to a grant of Rs. 40,000.  

 A grant of up to Rs. 10,000 will be given for making concrete vermi compost pits. 

 Initially about 5000 families will be covered in the scheme. The concerned panchayats will send 

them to the block development officer for inclusion in MGNREGA shelf after receiving the 

proposal.  

 The objective of the scheme is to encourage the villagers to make kitchen gardening by 

convergence of MGNREGA and Swachh Bharat Mission. 

SECURITY MEASURES 

STRENGTHENING SECURITY AND SURVEILLANCE 

The entire state is under surveillance with the police department setting up a huge network of 28,656 

CCTV cameras in the past one year to keep a watch on criminals and anti-social elements, who would no 

longer have a free run after committing crime. 

 Dodging police in the tiny hill state of Himachal would not be an easy task as CCTV cameras are 

acting as Third Eye and keeping constant vigil on criminals and anti social elements. 

 The CCTV cameras have been installed by persuading business establishments, hotels, industries, 

training institutes, shops and other institutions to install these to keep a watch on the activities by 

capturing movement in and around the establishment. 

  The maximum number of cameras is operational in Baddi police district, comprising the Baddi-

Barotiwala-Nalagarh industrial hub bordering Punjab and Haryana. 
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 Five cameras each have been installed in 129 police stations, barring cyber crime, vigilance and CID 

police stations, with four cameras inside the police station and one outside. Besides installation of 

new cameras, a large number of faulty CCTV cameras are being repaired. 

 It has been made mandatory for the Sub Divisional police officers to certify every month that all the 

CCTVs in their respective jurisdiction are functional. 

 The evidence provided by the CCTV cameras come handy during police investigation. Camera 

footage has been crucial in solving over 70 per cent of the blind cases in the state. 

 Besides CCTV cameras, 198 automatic number plate recorder (ANPR) cameras have been 

installed at the 99 inter-state and sensitive locations for recording the incoming and outgoing 

movement of the vehicles which is monitored at the police headquarters and respective police 

stations. 

 The respective SHOs, DSPs and SPs can also keep tabs on the movement of vehicles on their mobile 

and in case of crime it would be convenient to ascertain that the vehicle in question crossed the place 

at that particular time when the incident took place. 

 Moreover, for effective enforcement of Motor Vehicle Act, 526 body cameras have been allotted to 

the traffic police which helps in recording evidence and procurement of 500 more cameras is 

underway. 
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V.  MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 

AWARDS 

PADMA SHRI AWARD 

 Artisan Kartar Singh Sonkhle, who created miniatures of historical buildings and celebrities in 

glass bottles, has been awarded Padma Shri by the Union Government in the category of art, as 

announced on the evening of January 25,2021. 

 A retired pharmacist from the Health Department, Sonkhle has been awarded Padma Shri for his 

exceptional skill of making miniatures in bottles with bamboo sticks.  

 Some of them include busts of former President late APJ Abdul Kalam Azad, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, Eiffel Tower, Shimla Church etc.  

 He is at present living at Nauhangi village in Nadaun subdivision of Hamirpur district. 

 Kartar Singh Saunkhla, a wood art craftsman has also started a special training camp under his 

Bamboo Art Project. 

 In this camp, 30 trainee artisans will be imparted training on Bamboo Craft in which Kartar 

Singh, as a master trainer, will get them exposed to the basics of art.  

 This camp will be held from 8 February to 13 March 2021 in Ghadoh village of Jhalan, Gram 

Panchayat of Nadaun revenue sub division. Kartar Singh Saunkhale, living in Nauhangi village of 

Hamirpur district is in the hobby of making his fantasies tangible with bamboo wood in glass 

bottles has given him the distinction of being decorated with the Padma Shri honor. 

LINKING PIN  

THE PADMA AWARDS 

The Padma Awards are announced annually on the Republic Day (26th January). Instituted in 1954, it is 

one of the highest civilian honours of India. 

The Award seeks to recognize achievements in all fields of activities or disciplines where an element of 

public service is involved. 

Categories: The Awards are given in three categories: 

o Padma Vibhushan (for exceptional and distinguished service). 

o Padma Bhushan (distinguished service of higher-order). 

o Padma Shri (distinguished service). 

Padma Vibhushan is highest in the hierarchy of Padma Awards followed by Padma Bhushan and 

Padma Shri. 
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YUVA VIGYAN PURASKAR YOJANA 

 Chief Minister presided over the Youth Science Award ceremony organized by Himachal 

Pradesh Science, Technology and Environment Council in Shimla. 

 The state government had launched the Yuva Vigyan Puraskar Yojana in the year 2018 to 

motivate students to pursue research by adopting science subjects.  

 Under this program, students who secured the first ten places in two science subjects in the 

Himachal Pradesh School Education Board examinations have been awarded.  

 The amount of one lakh rupees to the first place recipient, A prize money of Rs. 90 thousand has 

been given to the student who has got second place and Rs. 80 thousand to the student who has 

secured third place.  

 Under this scheme, 47 students have been awarded in the year 2018, 30 students in the year 2019 

and 46 students in 2021.  

 Himachal Pradesh Science Technology and Environment Council organized various programs 

like Children's Science Conference, National Science Day, National Mathematics Day, Eclipse 

Observance throughout the year to promote and popularize science. These programs had a special 

impact on students, scientists and mathematicians.  

HIMACHAL GAURAV PURASKAR FOR PGI DIRECTOR 

Chief Minister presented the Himachal Gaurav Puraskar-2019 to the Director of PGIMER, Chandigarh, 

Padmashree Dr Jagat Ram, for his outstanding services in the health sector. 

Dr Jagat Ram hails from Pabiyana village of Ser-Jagas gram panchayat in Sirmaur district.  

LINKING PIN  

STATE AWARDS 

General Administration Department deals with matters related to Himachal GAURAV PURASKAR, 

PRERNA SROT SAMMAN AND CIVIL SERVICE AWARD.  

1. “PRERNA SROT SAMMAN PURSKAR” 

A person or an organization including NGO that has done exceptionally commendable job in any field 

such as Public Services, Social Services, Science & Engineering, Health, Education, Trade and Industry, 

Tourism, Art & Culture and Sports etc. and also contributed significantly towards welfare of people of 

State of Himachal Pradesh, will be eligible for the puraskar. 

In a year maximum three awards can be given to individuals and one award for NGOs/ Organizations. 

Award for each individual awardee, shall consist of: 

(i)  A Himachali Shawl, and a Cap. 

(ii) Cash Prize of Rs. 51,000/- 

(iii) A Citation 
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Award to each organization including NGO shall consist of: 

(i) A cash prize of Rs. 2,50,000/- 

(ii) A citation 

2. HIMACHAL GAURAV PURASKAR 

Government of Himachal Pradesh confers eligible persons with a State Level Award Namely 

“HIMACHAL GAURAV PURSKAR” since 1992. Persons of either ‘sex’ in all walks of life are eligible 

for Gaurav Purskar. The Members of Armed Forces, Police Forces and the recognized Fire Services etc. 

are eligible for the puraskar provided the life saving act/ gallant work is performed by them otherwise 

than in the course of their duty. The award can also be conferred posthumously. The Person, who is to be 

decorated with the Gaurav Puraskar should either be Himachali or the commendable job should have 

been done in/ for Himachal Pradesh. 

o LIFE SAVING ACT 

o ART AND OTHERS 

o SPORTS 

Award for each individual awardee, shall consist of: 

(i)   A Himachali Shawl, and a Cap. 

(ii)  Cash Prize of Rs. 51,000/- 

(iii)  A Citation 

Award to each organization including NGO shall consist of: 

(i)  A cash prize of Rs. 2, 50,000/- 

(ii)  A citation 

3. CIVIL SERVICE AWARD 

Government of Himachal Pradesh has also evolved a Scheme of incentives for deserving Government 

employees in the year, 2008. Under this Scheme an employee for exceptional performance/ setting high 

standards of service is rewarded. A unit or a group of employees will be given preference over an 

individual if that exceptional work has been achieved by the joint efforts of a group of officials. 

There will be maximum of 5 awards in a year. The Award, namely “CIVIL SERVICE AWARD” will be 

given in the shape of Cash Award of Rs. 51,000/- to an individual and maximum of Rs. 2,50,000/- to a 

group, but not exceeding Rs. 50,000/- for an individual. In addition, a certificate/ appreciation letter will 

also be given. 

 

HIMACHAL PRADESH POLICE TRAINING COLLEGE (HPPTC) 

Once again Police Training College, (PTC) Daroh, has climbed new heights by grabbing two national 

level awards.  

 HPPTC has been awarded Union Home Minister’s Trophy for providing best training to NGO 

Grade -1 (Sub-Inspectors) at Zonal level in North Zone for the year 2017-18 and at national level 

for providing best training to Constables for the year 2018-19.  

 These trophies have been provided by Ministry of Home Affairs with a cash prize of Rs. 20 Lakh.   
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 HPPTC had been adjudged as Best Police Training college for Basic training of Constables for 

the year 2015-16 as well by Ministry of Home Affairs.  

LINKING PIN 

POLICE TRAINING COLLEGE, (PTC) 

The PTC is located in tehsil Palampur of District Kangra at a distance of 18 KMs from Palampur on 

Palampur-Sujanpur-Hamirpur-Shimla State Highway. The Campus of the PTC has been rechristened as 

Darongarh after the legendry Rishi Guru Drona who taught the art of warfare to the Kauravas and the 

Pandavas. 

Prior to the setting up of Police Training College at Drongarh (Daroh), the training needs of Himachal 

Police for subordinate ranks were met at Police Training School- Junga, near Shimla and by restoring to 

Police Academies of the States of Punjab & Haryana for Gazetted Officers. However, this proved to be a 

costly and a time consuming affair. The State government then conceptualized the idea of having a Police 

Training College of its own. This led to the birth of Police Training College, at Drongarh (Daroh), in the 

lap of the mighty Dhauladhar Ranges, on 25.07.1995. 

The PTC is equipped to train all the ranks of HP Police, right from the Constabulary to the Gazetted 

Officers of the rank of DySP. 

 

HIMACHAL ACADEMY SHIKHAR SAMMAN  

 ‘Himachal Academy Shikhar Samman’ Award has been announced for the year 2017-18 on June 

6, 2020.   

 Four Shikhar Samman (awards) would be given in the field of language, culture and literature for 

two years and Rs. one lakh each would be given to each awardee. 

 For the year 2017, Prof. Keshav Sharma would be honoured for contribution in Literature and 

special achievements.  

 Folk Singer Mohan Rathour would be honoured with Language and Culture Shikar Samman. 

 For the year 2018, Dr. O.C. Handa would be honoured with Sahitya Shikhar Samman. 

 Dinesh Kumari of Kangra would be honoured in Art and Culture sector. 

LINKING PIN 

The ‘Shikhar Samman’ is given to the Himachali writers in the field of art and culture and to 

littérateurs from the country who worked for the promotion of Himachali language, traditions and 

culture. 
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GLOBAL HONOUR FOR SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT  

Solar energy technology expert from Himachal Dr Shyam Singh Chandel has earned a rare honour for 

the state with a rank among two per cent World Scientists as per the Stanford University USA 

Ranking. 

Working as the Director, Centre of Excellence in Energy Science and Technology, Shoolini 

University, Solan, Chandel has bagged rank 2,890, C-score: 3.13240616 /Top percentage 1.5536465 in 

the World Ranking in Energy based on his research publications up to May 6. 

Stanford University scientists have created a database of over 1,00,000 top scientists of the world on the 

basis of standardised citation indicators such as information on citations, H-index, co-authorship and a 

composite indicator. All these scientists were classified into 22 scientific fields and 176 sub-fields for 

analysis of the citations and the composite indicators and SCOPUS — data provided by Elsevier, was 

used with data up to May 6, 2020. 

 Dr SS Chandel is a former Professor and Founder head of Centre for Energy and Environmental 

Engineering, National Institute of Technology, Hamirpur. 

 He was Principal Scientist at Himachal Pradesh State Council for Science, Technology and 

Environment and did pioneering work in formulating the Himachal Pradesh Government Policy 

on Solar Passive Housing technology. 

 He is also the first to formulate Geographical Indications (GI) Policy for Himachal Pradesh under 

which Kullu shawl, Kangra tea, Chamba rumal and Kinnauri shawl were registered under the GI 

Act which protected and gave international recognition to these products. 

UK FELLOWSHIP 

Dr Shailender Kumar Verma, assistant professor at School of Life Sciences in Central University 

Himachal Pradesh (CUHP), has received the prestigious fellowship from the Royal Society UK. 

As per the WHO, more than 2 billion people suffer from mineral micro-nutrient deficiency and problem 

is even worst in India. A majority of Indians are dependent on wheat and rice. Most of the wheat varieties 

have lower micro-nutrients.  

Dr Verma has developed a few of the wheat-aegilops hybrids which has higher grain mineral micro-

nutrients. 
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SANSKAAR AND SANSKRITI 

Himachal Chief Minister was honoured by Vice President for according second language status to 

Sanskrit in the State. 

The Chief Minister was honoured at Sanskrit World Conference organized by Samskrita Bharati at 

New Delhi. 

Sanskrit is not just the language of the country but a global language because of its richness. 

The State Government is considering opening Sanskrit University for strengthening and expansion of 

Sanskrit language in Himachal. 

Sanskrit is associated with the rich heritage and identity hence it should be promoted and preserved by all. 

The State Government will make efforts to popularize it more so that more people adopt it for speaking 

and communicating, India is a country of rich cultural heritage and the state will make sincere efforts to 

preserve the same. 

No country can progress by ignoring its rich heritage and values. India should adopt modern thinking and 

values yet preserve and take pride in our 'sanskaar and sanskriti ' and success achieved by ignoring 

these is not success in real sense. 

LINKING PIN  

The first ever Sanskrit Bharati Vishwa Sammelan or Sanskrit World Conference was organised in New 

Delhi from 9 to 11 November 2019. In this first-of-its-kind global conference, thousands of delegates and 

Sanskrit lovers from across the world participated. 

It was organised by Samskrita Bharati, a non-profit organisation (NGO) working for the continuing 

protection, development, propagation and revival of Sanskrit language. 

APPOINTMENT 

APPOINTMENT OF HIGH COURT JUDGE  

Justice Jyotsna Rewal Dua was sworn in as a judge of the Himachal Pradesh High Court. Before this, 

she served as an Additional Judge of the court. 

Justice Jyotsna Rewal Dua was born on May 15, 1969, in Nahan, Sirmaur district.  

 She graduated from the Government Degree College, Nalagarh, in 1988 and was meritoriously 

placed in the Himachal Pradesh University in Shimla.  

 She obtained the LLB degree from the university in 1991 with three gold medals and secured first 

class position in every semester.  

 She was awarded merit scholarships and certificates throughout the course.  

 She got enrolled as an advocate in the Bar Council of Himachal Pradesh in December 1991.  
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 She was designated as Senior Advocate in July 2015.  

 She practised in Shimla, primarily in the High Court of Himachal Pradesh and had also been 

appearing before HP State Administrative Tribunal, Shimla.  

 She was elevated as an Additional Judge of the High Court on May 30, 2019. 

HISTORICAL 

50 YEARS OF HIMACHAL PRADESH 

Himachal Pradesh has completed 50 years as a full-fledged state on January 25, and the golden jubilee 

was celebrated with the release of a postage stamp, coffee table book, documentary, exhibitions and 

events showcasing the state’s journey.  

HISTORY 

 Early humans are known to have lived in some valleys in the foothills of what is now Himachal 

Pradesh as early as two million years ago.  

 People from the Indus Valley Civilization, which flourished between 2250 and 1750 BC, also 

inhabited the foothills. 

 But the original inhabitants of the hills of Himachal were Kols or Mundas, believed to have been 

pushed from the Indo-Gangetic plains towards the north by the Indus Valley Civilization.  

 Mongoloid people called Bhotas and Kiratas formed the second wave of migration, followed 

by a third wave of people who came to the subcontinent from Central Asia. 

 Mahabharata mentions several small republics or Janpadas which existed in present-day 

Himachal, including the state of Kulindas in Shimla and Sirmaur hills, Kuluta in the Kullu 

valley, Trigarta in the foothills, and Audumbras in the lower hills between Pathankot and 

Jwalamukhi. Later, the Gupta Empire subdued these republics and Ashoka introduced 

Buddhism here, building many stupas. 

 After the Gupta Empire, local chiefs called Thakurs and Ranas ruled the area but 

acknowledged the supremacy of Harsha in the early seventh century. 

PERIOD OF RAJPUTS, MUGHALS, GORKHAS AND SIKHS 

 After Harsha’s death, a number of Rajput states emerged in Rajasthan and the Indus plains, 

fighting among themselves. Some of the defeated Rajput leaders moved to the Himachal hills 

with their followers and set up at least 13 small states here, including Kangra, Mandi, Bilaspur, 

Bushahr and Sirmaur. 
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 Several of these states in the lower hills were later conquered by Mughal rulers, including the 

important state of Kangra where the Katoch dynasty kings were reduced to vassals. 

 In the late 18th century, the dynasty regained power under Sansar Chand, who expanded into 

neighbouring hill areas such as Chamba, Mandi and Bilaspur.  

 In the early 19th century, the Gorkhas of Nepal annexed Sirmaur and Shimla hill states, and 

then defeated Sansar Chand at Kangra with the help of other smaller states in the area.  

 A few years later, the Sikhs under Ranjit Singh captured the Kangra Fort, expanding their rule 

to the neighbouring hill areas. But both the Gorkhas and Sikhs were ousted by the British in the 

Anglo-Gorkha war and the First Anglo-Sikh War. 

BRITISH RULE AND POST-INDEPENDENCE PERIOD 

 The British territories in the hill came under British Crown after Queen Victoria’s proclamation 

of 1858. The states of Chamba, Mandi and Bilaspur made good progress in many fields during 

the British rule. 

 Rulers of the hill states were generally loyal to the British during the First World War, but the 

Indian freedom struggle found its way here.  

 The Mandi conspiracy and the Pajhota agitation in Sirmaur are considered part of the 

struggle for Independence.  

 In areas directly under the British rule, the Praja Mandal launched freedom agitations and the 

Congress party was particularly active in Kangra.  

 Some freedom movement leaders from the state include Dr YS Parmar, Padam Dev, 

Shivanand Ramaul and Purnanand.  

 Following Independence, Himachal Pradesh first came into being as a centrally administered 

territory in April 1948 with the integration of 30 erstwhile princely states. 

 In 1951, it became a ‘Part C’ state and was brought under a Lieutenant Governor with a 36-

member Legislative Assembly. Bilaspur, another Part C state was merged with Himachal in 

1954. 

 In 1956, despite majority recommendation of the States Reorganisation Commission for its 

merger with Punjab, Himachal Pradesh retained its separate identity, thanks to the famous 

dissenting note of the Commission’s Chairman Justice Fazal Ali which found favour with the 

Centre. 

 But Himachal was then made a Union territory in 1956, and ten years later, Kangra and most 

other hill areas of Punjab were merged with this UT. 

 In December 1970, the state of Himachal Pradesh Act was passed by the Parliament.  
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 Finally, on January 25, 1971, Himachal Pradesh was declared a full-fledged state, becoming 

the 18th state of the Union of India. 

FACTS ABOUT SHIMLA 

1. Shimla is one of the youngest cities in the country 55% of the population is in the 16- 55 age 

group. And 28% of the rest is below the age of 15. 

2. Before the British, Shimla Region was ruled by the Nepalese. Shimla was a part of the kingdom of 

Prithvi Narayan Shah of Nepal before the British. It was declared the summer capital of India in 

1864. 

3. Nathuram Godse’s trial took place at (Now) Peterhoff  Hotel. The building was the residence for 

seven Viceroys and the location for the Punjab High Court.   

4. Indian Institute of Advanced Studies – IIAS had power supply way back in 1888. It was built as a 

residence for Lord Dufferin in 1884 and now houses the IIAS. 

5. Shimla is located on 7 Hills. Prospect Hill , Observatory Hill, Summer Hill, Inverarm Hill, Bantony 

Hill, Jakhoo Hill and Elysium Hill. 

6. Shimla hosts the MTB Himalaya, the biggest mountain biking race in South East Asia. 

7. The Kalka-Shimla railway is recognized as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. 

8. Shimla has the only natural ice skating ring in South Asia. 

9. The durand football tournament was held at annandale ground in 1888. 

10. Lord Combermere was the first Commander-In–Chief of the Indian army to visit Shimla in 1828. 

11. The Founder of Indian National Congress lived at ‘Rothney Castle’ in Shimla  

12. The Town Hall Was Built In 1888. It is an Earthquake Proof Building. 

13. Mahatma Gandhi first came to Shimla on 11th May, 1921. 

14. Shimla is the Birth Place Of Anupam Kher, Prem Chopra, Balraj Sahni, Priya Rajvansh. 

15. The Jakhoo Temple Shrine, Holds the Foot Prints of Lord Hanuman.  

16. The Houlme is the birth place of Amrita Shergill, one of India’s most well known artists. The 

house also has a studio that her father very lovingly constructed for her. 

17. Shimla had its first newspaper – Simla Akhbaar in 1848. It was run by the Muslim Community 

but was soon shut down by the British 

18. The first shop opened in Shimla was a butchery run by Messers Barret & Co. 
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19. Auckland House school is the only girl school in India to introduce scuba diving. 

20. The Jonang Takten Phuntsok Choeling Monastery in Sanjauli is one of its kind in India. There is 

only one other in Tibet that teaches the practice of ‘ Kalachakra. ‘ 

21. BCS Shimla is one of the oldest boarding schools in Asia. The school has been operational since 

1863. They actually have a closed door in the building from where 100 Muslims students left at 

partition. 

22. The first road of Shimla was constructed in 1828. The Mall was actually called the ‘Thandi 

Sarak’ in the British Era. 

23. Shimla Falls in Seismic Zone IV. 

According to officials, even 2% of the buildings will not able to withstand an earthquake of high 

intensity. Shimla is bursting on the seams with residents, as it was only planned for 16000 residents.  

24. The northern slope of Ridge is sinking. The Grand Hotel West, Lakkar Bazaar are going down, 

alarmingly Shimla has 187 buildings with more than five floors. 

25. The Shimla convention is a century old. 

26. From the north side of ridge the rain water drains into Sutlej River and is carried into Arabian Sea, 

South side drains into Yamuna and flows to Bay of Bengal. 

SOCIO – CULTURAL 

FAGLI – A FAMOUS FESTIVAL OF LAHAUL 

Known as Kus or Kuns, is one of the most famous festival of the Pattan valley.  

 It falls, after a fortnight of Khogla (halda) on Amawasya (In first or second full moon week of 

February). 

 According to the residents of Lahaul valley, this is a New Year festival preceding the beginning 

of Tibetan or Chinese calendar and is celebrated to mark the end of winter or the beginning of 

spring. 

 To mark the festivity about a two- feet bamboo stick is fixed on the floor and a white bedsheet is 

draped around it to signify an angel dressed in white. The figure called Baraza is embellished 

with jewellery and marigold flowers. The delicacies are placed before it, incense is burnt, oil 

lamps are lit and the house is fully decorated. 

 As per rituals, the family prepares totu or dough of roasted barley flour and buttermilk. Totu 

is offered to deities on the rooftop and then it is distributed among the family members. Then they 

pay their respects to cows and sheep while expressing gratitude. 
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 Each day of the festival has a special name and every day represents a special event. 

 For instance, the first day is called Ghuntreyin when a goat is sacrificed.  

 The following day is called Ghunnu when Maarchu (local puri) is prepared and offered as prasad 

to birds, animals, and human beings.  

 The next day, Kuyhag (Ku-nine, Yhag-dinner) is an occasion of feasting and nine types of dishes 

are prepared on this day. 

 The main event day when Fagli is celebrated happens on the next day after the moonless night. 

 On this day Yourah, a special kind of locally available wheat is exchanged with family members 

and neighbors. 

 Next day is called Punha, a symbolic representation of ploughing the fields. Since the fields are 

covered under snow during the period, so symbolic ploughing is done. 

 Two green willow sticks representing the bullocks and two more representing yoke and plough 

are moved forward in the room in the front of the Baraza. 

 The fagli festival emanates the message of living happily together and staying in touch with our 

motherland, ancestors, cattle and birds because these are the only real treasure that God has given. 

KHAUL FESTIVAL  

The Khaul Festival has started in Pangi, a tribal area of Chamba district of Himachal Pradesh.  

 The festival is being celebrated with great fanfare.  

 The valley dwellers behind the festival recognise that it is the first to start from the last village of 

Sural from the Pangi Valley which is a village with the Border of Jammu.  

 It is celebrated every year on the full moon. 

 In the meantime, people remove the torch from their homes and remember their ancestors and 

pray for the peace of their souls.  

 There is also a belief that in winters, there is a Demon rule in the Pangi Valley and people 

celebrate this festival to ward it off.  

 Every panchayat in the Pangi Valley celebrates this festival for two months.  

 As soon as the moon emerges, the torch is burnt and restored from the house and all the people 

walk in a queue while turning to the temple of Kuldevi in their village.  

 On the second day of the festival, the entire community celebrates this festival. 

 

 



 
 

202 
 

PATHARON KA MELA 

There was no 'rain of stones' ritual in a century-old festival that falls a day after Diwali and observed in 

the former princely state of Dhami, some 33 km from state capital Shimla. 

 Owing to Covid restrains, this unique practice was done away with amid the pandemic. 

 It is for the first time that the ritual of pelting stones associated with the 'Pattharon ka Mela' 

(festival of stones) was cancelled. 

 As a ritual, the pelting of stones is between two groups -- one representing the royal family of the 

erstwhile princely state of Dhami and the others comprising the commoners -- over a circular 

structure in the town, where a 'rani'  or queen had committed 'sati' or the former practice of a 

widow throwing herself on to her husband's funeral pyre. 

 The pelting of stones was introduced centuries ago to shun the tradition of 'narbali' (human 

sacrifice) that was prevalent in Dhami too. 

 Earlier, there used to be a bloody affair. For quite some time the stone pelting has become mere a 

ritual and the participation that now comprises the youth only is falling with every passing year. 

 A local committee, mainly comprising descendents of the estwhile royal family, is the ritual 

organiser. 

 The 'battle' of stones commences after the chief deity of the Narsingh temple in over 250-year 

old Halog, the crumbling palace, arrives at the Kali temple also located in the town in a 

tastefully decorated palanquin amid the sounding  of trumpets and drums. 

 The stone pelting exercise takes place between the residents of Halog, the erstwhile capital of 

Dhami estate, and neighbouring village Jamog. 

 As per the belief, a devotee who gets injuries in stone-pelting is considered a devout of goddess 

Kali. The oozing blood is applied as a 'tilak' to appease the goddess. 

 This time only former ruler of Dhami, Jagdeep Singh, and a few members of the festival 

organising committee were allowed to perform worship at the Goddess Kali temple. 

 On normal occasions, the locals buy farm implements on this day to ensure prosperity and 

protection from natural calamities. Also it generates income for the rural artisans and the potters. 
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CHAMBYAL PROJECT  

An ambitious project called ‘Chambyal project’ has been launched in the Chamba district for the 

purpose of recognising traditional products of Chamba district at national and international levels. 

 Under the project, exhibition and sales centres would be opened in Rang Mahal of Chamba 

town and Dalhousie hill town so that traditional products could be made available to tourists at 

one place. 

 Sales centre built under the Chambyal project at Khajjiar with an outlay of Rs 8.50 lakh, 

would provide market to Chamba handicraft and other traditional products thereby encouraging 

its identify differently. 

 The centre would be run by the women of local panchayat and voluntary support groups so that 

the economy of these people could be strengthened. 

 A provision had been made to train people who want to volunteer in Chambyal project for 

traditional products and artifact under the project and they would also be provided the machinery.  

 Rang Mahal would also be developed as a basic training centre for traditional products. 

WOODKUNI STYLE FOR IIM CAMPUS 

The campus of IIM (Indian Institute of Management) at Dhaulkuan Paonta Sahib, Sirmour will be 

built in the famous Woodkuni style of Himachal Pradesh.  

 The complex has been designed on the lines of buildings built in the British period.  

 In the first phase, study related facilities including hostels will be available.  

 It will have a seating capacity of 600 students.  

 The medical unit will be separately, which will facilitate the treatment of students. 

 Union Education Minister laid foundation stone on the birth anniversary of Himachal 

manufacturer Dr YS Parmar on August 4, 2020. 

 The Centre has sanctioned a budget of Rs 392.51 crore for the first phase of IIM.  

 About 210 acres of land has been identified for IIM at Dhaulkuan on Nahan-Paonta Sahib 

National Highway.  

 The IIM campus will be different from other IIMs built in the country.It has been tried to give 

Himachali colour. The construction of buildings will be given the wood-like style of Himachal 

Pradesh.  

 The buildings of IIMs have been designed on the lines of bungalows which are formed in the 

British period. According to IIM sources, the first phase will form hostels, student activism 



 
 

204 
 

campus, faculty and staff residence, community centre, academic block, computer centre, library, 

conference centre, administrative complex and medical unit.  

 From the year 2015, it is running in a rented building at Panchta Sahib. At present, about 340 

students are pursuing education.  

First institute in the country to give PhD in tourism 

 IIM is the first institute in the country to give Ph.D. in tourism and hospitality. IIMs in other 

states of the country do not have a Ph.D. provision in this subject.  

 Construction of the complex has been given to CPWD. It has been floated.  

GULER ART PAINTINGS FOR MADHYA PRADESH MUSEUM 

 Guler art paintings are all set to find a place in Triveni museum in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh.  

 The government of Madhya Pradesh has hired the services of Chamba based artist Vijay 

Sharma to make 250 Guler style paintings for Triveni museum. 

 Vijay Sharma, famous Kangra art painting expert had also been awarded Padma Shree award, 

for his skill. He already created 50 paintings for Ujjain museum and would be delivering 250 

paintings in the next one year. 

 He has used Guler style of Kangra painting to create various Lord Vishnu avatar stories. Many 

paintings have been created to depict mythical stories of Bhagat Puran. 

 Many masterpieces of Kangra paintings were displayed in Lahore art museum before the 

Partition. After the Partition the paintings were brought to Shimla and later taken to various 

places, besides Himachal. Some of these paintings are now displayed in art museums in 

Chandigarh and Patiala.  

 Even Kangra art museum that has been named after Kangra art has just 25 pieces of Kangra art 

displayed in it. No new painting has been added in the museum since 1990. The government 

should preserve the rich heritage of the state in the form of Kangra style of painting. 

 The Kangra style of painting is world famous for miniature art creations. Earlier, the paints 

created from local resources like stones and plants found in Kangra valley were used to create 

Kangra paintings. Gold was also used to create Kangra paintings. However, in the absence of 

state patronage, the finer secrets of Kangra art were dying. It was high time that the state 

government made efforts to protect the Kangra art heritage. 
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ROLE OF NGO IN RESTORING ORAL TRADITIONS 

Chamba’s famous NGO, ‘Not On Map’, celebrated World Folklore Day by organising an online folk 

restoration festival. The NGO initiated a nationwide digital movement, ‘FOLK-ATHON’ on the 

occasion. 

 The prominent personalities of the area, including Padma Shree awardees Vijay Sharma, a 

miniature painting artist, and Joravarsinh Jadav, a folklore preservation expert, along with Piyush 

Raj, a singer, and Vikas, a local artist, had a conversation on folklore.  

 The six-hour digital webinar emphasised the need of creating awareness about the restoration of 

the rich oral traditions spanning across Jammu and Kashmir to Kerala, and Rajasthan to Manipur. 

 As many as 50 eminent folk artistes from 20 states recited poems, recalled ancient stories and 

presented musical performances, celebrating their authentic age-old traditions.  

 The idea of documenting the rural skills and digitising them to make the oral traditions globally 

accessible, were suggested by project lead Apoorva Gautam, and national coordinator Bhavesh 

Pandya 

LINKING PIN 

WORLD FOLKLORE DAY 

 It is celebrated on 22nd August to highlight the importance of the folk art forms and culture 

and to create public awareness on its importance.  

 Date chosen in remembrance of 22 August 1846, when the British William G. Thorns 

published in the London magazine ‘Atheneum’ a letter in which he first used the 

term ‘folklore’. 

 The word derives from “folk” (people, people) and “lore” (knowledge, science) and is 

referred to as “popular knowledge”.  

 Folklore is the totality of a people’s intellectual and spiritual  tradition passed on by word 

of mouth. This comprises customs, beliefs, material culture, dramatic art, festivals, music 

stories, proverbs, riddles, literary and scientific cultural legacy.  

INDIAN CONTEXT 

 Karnataka Folklore University, also known as Karnataka Janapada Vishwavidyalaya, is 

a public university exclusively dedicated to the study and research of folklore.  

 It was established in 2011 at Haveri district by the Government of Karnataka. 

 The university is claimed to be world’s first university for folklore . 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_university
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haveri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Karnataka
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UNIQUE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL FABRIC OF HIMACHAL PRADESH  

Residents of nine villages in Kullu district remained silent for the next 42 days to appease the local 

deity, Gautam Rishi. 

 The villagers believe that on the occasion of Makar Sankranti, every year, deity Gautam Rishi 

leaves his abode to join the deity council in heaven and he stays there for the next 42 days. During 

this period, he meditates and the noise from earth might disturb him and make him angry. 

 To avoid the wrath of the deity, the residents of Goshal, Solang, Shanag, Kothi, Palchan, Ruar, 

Kulang, Majhach and Burua of Ujhi valley in Kullu district follow this age-old tradition every 

year strictly. They turn their television and radio sets off for these 42 days. The villagers stay 

away from all sources of entertainment to appease the deity. 

 The deity’s temple is situated at Goshal village under the Manali subdivision in Kullu. 

 During this period, people of the nine villages also avoid cultivation of land and pruning of apple 

plants. 

 Legend has it that on Makar Sankranti deities’ assembly begins in heaven for more than a month 

and deity Gautam Rishi also leaves for the meeting. He comes back after 42 days and predicts the 

year’s happenings through his ‘Gur’. During this period, he wants pin-drop silence in these 

villages. 

 No puja is performed in the temple and it remains closed till the return of the deity.  

 The temple is shut after spreading mud on the floor.        
 It is believed that when the temple is reopened if a FLOWER surfaces on the mud, it symbolises 

happiness for the villagers. If CHARCOAL appears, it indicates that the village will face a fire 

incident and grain indicates a good harvest. 

HIMACHAL PRADESH FREEDOM OF RELIGION ACT, 2019 

Religious conversion by force or fraud in Himachal would invite more stringent punishment of upto 

seven years in jail with Himachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act, 2019 coming into force in the 

state. 

The Himachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act, 2019 which was passed by the State Assembly in 2019 

has been notified by the state Home Department.  

It replaces a 2006 law that has been repealed by the assembly. The opposition had supported the 

Himachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Bill, 2019, in the State Assembly and the legislation was passed 

unanimously with a voice vote in August, 2019.      
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REASON:  

It was being introduced as the society had undergone many changes since the enactment of the previous 

bill due to which stringent and effective legislation was required to check forced religious conversions, 

which are "on the rise" in the state. 

FEATURES: 

 In exercise of powers conferred by sub-section (2) Section I of Himachal Pradesh Freedom of 

Religious Act 2019, the Governor Himachal Pradesh is pleased to appoint the 18th day of 

December 2020, the date from which the provisions of the aforesaid Act shall come into force. 

 The law comes into force at the time when many states are mulling to introduce such laws to 

prevent cases of ‘love jihad’ , a term coined by right wing for Hindu girls being allegedly forced 

to convert to Islam in the guise of marriage. 

 The states of Haryana and Uttar Pradesh have expressed their intention to bring a law against 

‘love jihad’. 

 The Himachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act, 2019 prohibits conversion by 

misrepresentation, force, undue influence, coercion, inducement, marriage or any fraudulent 

means. 

 Any marriage for the sole purpose of conversion will also be declared null and void under Section 

5 of the Act. 

 All offences under the Act are cognizable and non-bailable.  

 The violator can be punished with a prison term ranging from one to five years, along with a fine.  

 In case the victim is a minor, woman or member of a Scheduled Caste or Tribe, the imprisonment 

may extend upto seven years.   

 Failure to declare the conversion in advance can also result in an imprisonment of upto two years. 

 According to the Act, “no person shall convert or attempt to convert, either directly or otherwise, 

any other person from one religion to another by use of misrepresentation, force, undue influence, 

coercion, inducement or by any fraudulent means or by marriage; nor shall any person abet or 

conspire such conversion”.  

Exemption:  The Act does not cover a person re-converting to his “parent religion”. 

 As per the Act, anyone who wishes to convert to any other religion will give a declaration to the 

district authorities at least one month in advance, specifying that one is doing so as per his/her 
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“own volition or free consent”. In fact, even the priest who performs the conversion ceremony 

has to inform the authorities at least one month in advance. 

 The district magistrate will then conduct an inquiry regarding the “intention, purpose and cause 

of proposed conversion”.  

 The conversion will be rendered illegal if the authorities are not informed in advance, as per the 

Act. 

NCC ACADEMY AT MANDI 

 The Centre has given its approval to convert three companies into battalions besides sanctioning 

two more NCC battalions for the State which would benefit about 4500 students of the State. 

 NCC Academy has also been sanctioned for the State which would be established at Mandi. Land 

has been allocated for setting up of this Academy at Mandi by the State Government. 

 Volunteer contribution of NCC Cadets during fight against Covid-19 pandemic was praiseworthy 

and reflects the strength of NCC in motivating and instilling sense of patriotism among the youth. 

 NCC has a very important role to play in moulding the young men and women by developing 

character, discipline, communal harmony and ideals of selfless service amongst them. 

 NCC as a premier youth organization of the country has contributed immensely in propagating 

National unity and integrity amongst the youth and is empowering them towards developing a 

strong and vibrant Nation. 
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