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ECONOMY SECTION

 

I. STATUS OF STATE 

ECONOMY 

1. HIMACHAL PRADESH ECONOMIC 

GROWTH  

 The economy of Himachal Pradesh has 

recovered from the Covid-19 pandemic 

with the state’s GSDP set to grow at 8.3 

per cent in 2021-22 as compared to minus 

5.2 per cent in 2020-21. 

 The state’s economy as per advance 

estimates is expected to witness real 

growth of 8.3 per cent in 2021-22 after 

contracting in 2020-21. 

 In real terms, the increase in Gross State 

Domestic Product (GSDP) in the pre-

Covid and post-Covid era i.e. 2019-20 and 

2021-22 is 2.7 per cent. 

 The GSDP of the state at current prices in 

2021-22 is estimated at Rs 175,173 crore. 

 The per capita income is estimated to 

register a quantum jump of 10.1 per cent 

from Rs 1.83 lakh last year to Rs 2.01 lakh 

in 2021-22, indicating a revival of the 

economy. 

 The Economic survey says certain sectors 

have crossed pre-pandemic levels of 

output. 

 One of the worst-hit sector of tourism 

saw a decrease of 81 per cent in tourist 

arrivals in 2020, but the grim situation 

seems to be improving as there was an 

increase of 75.44 per cent in tourist flow 

up to December 2021. 

 However, the agriculture and allied 

sectors, which have been least impacted 

by the pandemic, are expected to register a 

growth of 8.7 per cent as compared to a 

negative growth of 8.6 per cent in 2021. 

 The services sector has been the worst hit 

by the pandemic even as it is expected to 

grow by 6.3 per cent, after having 

registered negative growth of 2.1 per 

cent, in 2021. 

 Tourism, horticulture and hydropower 

generation are major contributors to 

Himachal Pradesh’s economic 

development. 

2. ISSUES OF GAINFUL 

EMPLOYMENT 

 As per the figures cited by the Industries 

and Labour Department, the number of 
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youth registered in employment exchanges 

across the state stands at 8,82,269. In 

reality, the count would be much higher as 

there would be many who haven’t got 

themselves enrolled for jobs.  

 Successive governments, have tried to 

provide succour to the huge contingent of 

unemployed youth by announcing an 

unemployment allowance.  

 It was the late Virbhadra Singh who first 

announced unemployment allowance of 

Rs 1,000 and Rs 1,500 for the differently 

abled, subject to certain eligibility criteria, 

just before the 2017 Assembly poll.  

 The present government too continued 

with the practice. It has provided this 

allowance to 76,855 youth in the last three 

years, indicating that the benefit goes to 

just a small segment.  

 With limited job avenues in the 

government sector and the near-absence of 

industry in most parts of the state, barring 

the border districts of Kangra, Solan, 

Una and Sirmour, unemployment 

remains the most crucial issue. 

REGISTERED JOBLESS 

District Youth 

Mandi 1,66,278 

Shimla 79,640 

Una 69,136 

Hamirpur 67,947 

Chamba 64,869 

Sirmaur 63,630 

Bilaspur 59,338 

 

 The outbreak of Covid pandemic 

has made the situation more grim. 

 Thousands of youth have returned home 

from other states. There is no denying that 

it is next to impossible for the state 

government to provide jobs to all. Efforts 

have been made to attract big investment. 

Over 40 industrial units have closed 

down while many others have been 

compelled to put on hold their expansion 

plans over the last two years. 

 The tourism sector which could have 

helped provide jobs is probably the worst-

hit with people avoiding holidays and only 

undertaking compulsory travel. As such, 

the jobless educated youth of the state is 

staring at limited avenues in Himachal and 

not seeing a change in the situation in the 

immediate future. 

3. CHALLENGES OF STATE 

ECONOMY 

 Major challenges before the Himachal 

state economy are huge debt liabilities, 

fiscal deficit, compulsion of announcing 

special packages to small and medium 

industries and creation of jobs. 
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 The grim national economy has prevented 

the Centre from offering any help to the 

hill state in the Union Budget.  

 Rising demands of the employee 

organisations for higher scales, 

regularisation of jobs, removal of pay 

anomalies, etc, has aggravated the 

problems in the election year (2022) as 

meeting them will need thousands of 

crores of rupees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The latest report of CAG has made a 

startling revelation that Himachal’s debt 

burden has mounted to Rs 62,212 crore 

in the financial year 2019-20 as 

compared to previous year i.e. Rs 53,147 

crore.  

 Himachal state lacks capacity of 

resources mobilisation and has always 

depended on the Central assistance 

which is ruled out this time as the Union 

Finance Minister is saddled with massive 

problems that prevented her from 

announcing any new projects or any type 

of relief in Central divisible pool of taxes 

to the state. 

 Twin factors, checking fiscal deficit and 

debt liabilities, make it necessary to 

increase allocation in capital expenditures 

which was pegged at Rs 11,701 crore in 

2021-22. It was a huge dip of 31.81 per 

cent as compared to 2020-21 (Rs 17,449) 

and 3 per cent down from previous year 

i.e. 2019-20 (Rs 12,333 crore). 

 The state also faces big challenges of 

rising expectations of educated 

unemployed youths, loss of jobs due to 

closure of medium and small scale 

industrial units, lack of new opportunities 

in government departments and Centre’s 

failure to increase import duty on apples. 

4. SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS 

FOR GRANTS 

 Chief Minister tabled the first and final 

batch of supplementary demands for 

Major challenges before the state 

government are: 

 Huge debt liabilities 

 Fiscal deficit and compulsion of 

announcing special packages to small 

and medium industries 

 Creation of jobs 

 Addressing the sky-rocketing prices 

of essential commodities like petrol 

and diesel 

 Enhancing the allocations in 

MGNREGA, health, education, etc. 

 



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com  4 
 

grants for the year 2021-22 in the 

assembly.  

 The supplementary demands for grants 

aggregated to Rs 2,229.94 crore and out 

of this Rs 1,716.25 crore are for state 

schemes, while Rs 513.69 crore are for 

state’s share in centrally-sponsored 

schemes.  

 Major expenditure proposed under the 

state schemes included: Rs 246.6 crore 

for grants-in-aid and investment in 

Himachal Road Transport Corporation; Rs 

173.3 crore to avail discounts on payments 

to Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam Limited and 

payment to HPSEB Limited; Rs 155.16 

crore for Bhanupalli-Bilaspur and 

Chandigarh-Baddi Rail project; Rs 139 

crore for rural local bodies, health sector 

grants under 15th Finance Commission 

and construction of new panchayat 

buildings; Rs 135.85 crore for 

construction of buildings of senior 

secondary schools, colleges and Atal 

Aadarsh Vidyalaya; Rs 125.24 crore for 

construction of hospitals and purchase of 

medical equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S 

No. 

State Schemes & Projects Expenditure 

1.  Himachal Road 

Transport Corporation 

Rs. 246.6 

crore 

2.  Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam 

Limited 

Rs.173.3 

crore 

3.  Bhanupalli-Bilaspur and 

Chandigarh-Baddi Rail 

Project 

Rs. 155.16 

crore 

4.  Rural Local Bodies Rs. 139 crore 

5.  Construction of buildings 

of Senior Secondary 

Schools, Colleges and Atal 

Aadarh Vidyalaya  

Rs. 135.85 

crore 

6.  Construction of Hospitals Rs. 125.24 

crore 
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 Under same head, Rs 799.03 crore was for 

food subsidy and ‘Himachal Grihani 

Suvidha Yojna’; Rs 93.76 crore for 

fertiliser distribution and to meet the 

liabilities of HP-SHIVA project funded by 

Asian Development Bank; Rs 81.02 crore 

for ‘Deen Dayal Antyoday Yojna-

National Urban Livelihood Mission’, 

Smart City Mission, AMRUT, Swachh 

Bharat Mission and maintenance of ULB 

roads; Rs 69.41 crore for revenue 

department; Rs 58.78 crore to forest 

department for CAMPA activities, 

Integrated Development Project (IDP) and 

payment of arrears of Eco Task Force 

Volunteers; Rs 50.45 crore for election 

department; Rs 48.14 crore for water 

supply and sewerage schemes and Rs 

24.95 crore for tourism department. 

 Under centrally-sponsored schemes, 

supplementary demand was proposed for 

funding ongoing and new schemes for 

which money was received during the year 

from the Government of India.  

 Prominent among these are: Rs 140.26 

crore for Pradhan Mantri Gramin Sadak 

Yojna, Rs 100.07 crore for Central Road 

Fund, Rs 95.35 crore for Jal Jeevan 

Mission, Rs 75.78 crore for India Covid-

19 Emergency Response and Health 

System Preparedness Package, Rs 18 crore 

for Smart City Mission, Rs 17.11 crore for 

AMRUT, Rs 13.66 crore for 

Modernisation of Police Forces and Rs 

10.61 crore for compensation to Renukaji 

Dam Oustees. 

 

S 

No. 

Centrally Sponsored 

Schemes 

Expenditure 

1.  Pradhan Mantri Gramin 

Sadak Yojna 

Rs. 140.26 

crore 

2.  Central Road Fund Rs. 100.07 

crore 

3.  Jal Jeevan Mission Rs. 95.35 

crore 

4.  India Covid-19 

Emergency Response and 

Health System 

Preparedness Package 

Rs. 75.78 

crore 

5.  Smart City Mission Rs. 18 crore 

6.  AMRUT Rs. 17.11 

crore 

7.  Moderation of Police 

Forces 

Rs. 13.66 

crore 

8.  Renukaji Dam Oustees Rs. 10.61 

crore 

 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Yojna
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Swachh-Bharat-Abhiyaan
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Swachh-Bharat-Abhiyaan
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Jal-Jeevan-Mission
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Jal-Jeevan-Mission
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II. REVENUE GENERATION 

1. NEW EXCISE POLICY 

 The Himachal Pradesh government has 

approved a new Excise Policy for the 

2022-23 financial year and gave a nod to 

measures to curb illicit trade. 

 The policy envisages collection of Rs 

2,131 crore revenue which will be Rs 264 

crore higher as compared to 2021-22 

financial year with an overall growth of 14 

percent in state excise revenues. 

 The approval was given for the renewal of 

retail excise vends in the state for the 

financial year 2022-23 at the renewal fees 

of 4 percent of the value of unit/vend.  

 The objective is to gain adequate 

enhancement in government revenue and 

curb the smuggling of country liquor 

from the neighbouring states by a 

reduction in its price. 

 The brands of Country Liquor will be 

cheaper as the license fee has been 

reduced and it will help in providing good 

quality liquor at a cheaper rate to the 

consumers and they won’t be tempted 

towards the purchase of illicit liquor and 

evasion of duty will also be checked. 

 In the new excise policy, the 15 percent 

fixed quota of country liquor for 

manufacturers and bottlers to be supplied 

to the retail licensees has been abolished. 

This step will give the retail licensees to 

lift their quota from the suppliers of their 

choice and further assure the supply of 

good quality country liquor at competitive 

prices. The MRP of country liquor will be 

cheaper by 16 percent of the existing 

price. 

 In this year’s policy, to provide more 

funds for the welfare of “Gau Vansh”, 

the Gaudhan Vikas Nidhi Fund has been 

enhanced by Rs 1 from the existing Rs 

1.50 to Rs 2.50. 

 In view of the reduction in Covid-19 cases 

in the state, the Covid cess has been 

reduced by 50 percent of the existing. 

 The fixed annual license fee of Bars has 

been rationalized by abolishing the area-

specific slabs of license fee. Now 

throughout the State, there will be 

uniform license slabs based upon the 

room capacity in hotels. 

 To provide better facilities to the tourists 

visiting tribal areas and also provide relief 

to the hotel entrepreneurs, the rates of an 

annual fixed license fee of Bars in the 

tribal areas have been reduced 

considerably. 
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 In order to monitor the manufacturing, 

operations of liquor, its dispatch to 

wholesalers, and subsequent sale to 

retailers, it has been made mandatory for 

all the above stakeholders to install CCTV 

cameras at their establishments. 

 Keeping in view recent irregularities 

detected by the department in liquor 

bottling plants, wholesale vends, and retail 

vends, the penalty provisions under the 

HP Excise Act, 2011 have been made 

more stringent. 

 Also, now online excise administration 

system shall be set up which shall include 

the facility of track and trace of liquor 

bottles besides other modules for real time 

monitoring. 

2. REVENUE COLLECTION IN 

2021-22 

 The revenue collection in 2021-22 by the 

State Taxes and Excise Department has 

registered an increase of 19.30% at 

₹8,403.70 crore despite the COVID crisis.  

 The revenue collection was ₹7,044.24 

crore. 

 The increase in the revenue collection was 

possible due to constant efforts of the 

department and timely implementation of 

the directions of the government. 

 

 

III. AGRICULTURE AND 

ALLIED SECTOR 

1. NATURAL FARMING 

MANIFOLD CHALLENGES OF 

ORGANIC FARMING 

 Food security and safety, in the light of 

rapidly growing population, resource 

scarcity and environmental 

externalities, are perhaps the two 

definitive challenges to combat in the near 

future.  

 Conventional agriculture, which is often 

seen as a natural outcome of the Green 

Revolution, despite having evident merits 

of meeting food security needs over the 

years is under frequent scrutiny as its cost 

to human, animal and environmental 

health are apparent. It necessitated an 

alternative production system that is 

profitable and attuned to diverse needs. 

 After years of being ridiculed, organic 

farming is now on the policy radar of 

governments across the globe. 
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Intellectuals are urging farmers to jump 

off the chemical bandwagon. Growing 

research evidence on inevitable climate 

change and its potential impact on 

agriculture also provide strong rationale 

for an increasing focus on sustainable 

production model.  

 As per the research report of 

Netherlands-based University of 

Twente, organic agriculture has a positive 

impact on no less than eight of the 17 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

including Zero Hunger, Good Health 

and Wellbeing, Clean Water and 

Sanitation, Decent Work and Economic 

Growth, Responsible Consumption and 

Production, Climate Action, Life Below 

Water and Life on Land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In a recent publication of FiBL (Research 

Institute of Organic Agriculture) and 

IFOAM-Organic Internationals, in 2019 a 

total of 187 countries were reported to be 

involved in organic activities. Compared 

to 2009, organic agricultural land in the 

world has doubled from 36.3 million 

hectares (mha) to 72.3 mha in 2019 and 

the share of organic land to total 

agricultural land increased from 0.8% to 

1.5% during this period. Apart from land 

dedicated to organic farming, a 

considerable area of around 35 mha of 

organic land across the globe is under 

other activities like wild collection 

(apiculture, forest honey, wild medicinal 
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and aromatic plants etc.), aquaculture, 

forests and grazing areas. 

 India, with around 2.3 mha (around 1.3 

% of total agricultural land) under 

organic cultivation, is at a nascent stage, 

yet the country still ranks fifth on the 

global list of organic agricultural land 

after Australia (35.69 mha), Argentina 

(3.67 mha), Spain (2.35 mha) and the 

USA (2.33 mha). Interestingly, India 

added 3.6 lakh hectares (around 18.6% 

increase) — highest in the world — 

under organic farming between 2018 

and 2019.  

 Besides, out of 3.1 million reported 

organic producers globally, around 51% 

are in Asia; India, with over 13 lakh 

organic producers, tops the countries’ list. 

These statistics reveals India’s strong 

growth potential to emerge as a global 

leader in meeting the SDGs by 2030. The 

decision to focus on farmers’ lands in 5-

km-wide corridors along the Ganga 

(Union Budget 2022-23) reiterates India’s 

thrust on healthy agro-ecosystems. 

CONSUMERS’ CONCERNS 

 Owing to growing health and 

environmental concerns among the 

people, consumers are keen on safer foods 

produced authentically by local systems. 

Organic products have become a part of 

the go-green lifestyle and are ranked 

higher among consumers’ choices 

compared to their conventional 

counterparts. The Covid-19 pandemic has 

also triggered the demand for organic 

foods due to their perceived benefits in 

boosting immunity; however, the studies 

on nutritional superiority of organic 

products over conventionally grown food 

are still inconclusive. 

MARKETING PROSPECTS 

 According to the Expert Market Research 

report, the global organic food market was 

worth $167.85 billion in 2020. The single 

largest market is the US, followed by 

Germany, France and China. 

Regionally, North America is the leading 

market, followed by Europe and Asia. 

Though the Indian organic food industry 

scene may appear less encouraging with 

estimates around $1,023 million now, it is 

forecast to grow at a CAGR of 20.5% 

during 2022-2027, driven by renewed 

demand for healthy and immunity-

building foods after the pandemic. The 

exports of organic products from India are 

valued at over $1.0 billion, but we can 

expect a jump due to the country’s high 

potential, assisted by the food industry 

transitions in the post-Covid world. 
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THE WAY FORWARD 

 Sri Lanka’s leap into a fully organic 

food-producing paradise is a cautionary 

tale for developing nations. When the food 

security of a country is at stake, it is naive 

to stick to the binary choice of organic or 

conventional agriculture. The Sri Lankan 

crisis, though, does not offer sufficient 

justification to discourage organic farming 

in India as the country has a sufficient 

buffer to face such challenges. However, a 

change in the agricultural production 

system of a country of more than a billion 

people must be a well-researched and 

thought-out process. 

 Organic farming in India has just begun 

taking baby steps. The key to success lies 

not only in a bold decision to turn 

organic, but to address underlying 

bottlenecks which include lack of 

appropriate infrastructure, shortage of 

compost, organic fertilisers, 

biopesticides and allied inputs, and high 

input cost of farming.  

 Considerable studies show the trade-offs 

in productivity and efficiency parameters 

that accompany the adoption of organic 

farming.  

 Cost of organic certification accentuates 

prices of the products, making them out of 

reach for lower-income families and 

therefore often attract criticism for being 

elitist. Therefore, such systems often 

demand price support to make production 

economically viable for farmers. 

 One must rethink policies supporting 

exports of the organic products and also 

spread knowledge among the farmers 

regarding scientific and management 

approaches for quality organic produce. 

This would help to shape organic farming, 

meet the global climate targets and 

conserve natural ecosystems. 

2. NATURAL FARMING METHOD 

HAS BECOME AN INSPIRATION 

IN INDIA 

 The enthusiasm with which women 

farmers of Himachal are adopting natural 

farming methods is an example and 

inspiration for the country. 

 A workshop on natural farming was 

organized for women farmers at Dr. Y.S. 

Parmar University of Horticulture and 

Forestry, Nauni in Solan district. 

 The contribution of women farmers was 

inspiring and due to their contribution, 

Himachal remains a leading state in 

natural farming in the country. 

 Prime Minister also gave the credit of 

natural farming to the farmers of the state.  
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 Natural farming has been termed as the 

doctor of the household as the products of 

natural farming were beneficial for health 

and stated that this method was not new 

and it has been our traditional practice. 

 1.68 lakh farmers are associated with it in 

the state and 55 percent of women were 

practising it, giving a new direction to the 

state with 25,000 acres of land covered 

under the farming method. 

3. PROMOTION OF LEMONGRASS 

FARMING 

 A memorandum of understanding (MoU) 

was signed between the CSIR-Institute of 

Himalayan Bioresource Technology 

(CSIR-IHBT), Palampur, and Dev Surya 

Himalayan Organic Pvt Ltd, Palampur, 

to promote the cultivation of lemongrass 

and aromatic marigold among farmers 

of local villages.  

 The CSIR-IHBT will provide 10 lakh 

lemongrass slips and 75 kg of seeds of 

aromatic marigold under the CSIR 

Aroma Mission.  

 The institute in collaboration with Dev 

Surya Himalayan Organic aims to cover 

336 acres of 1,209 farmers. 

 The Aroma Mission was started in 2017 to 

promote the cultivation of high-value 

aromatic crops for the socio-economic 

uplift of farmers and employment 

generation in rural areas.  

 Under Phase II of the Aroma Mission, 

the CSIR-IHBT is committed to 

bringing 3,000 hectares under the 

cultivation of aromatic crops in the region. 

4. AROMA MISSION 

 The Central Government’s “Aroma” 

Mission is going places. From picturesque 

mountainous Himachal Pradesh to 

Rajasthan, from Uttarakhand to Uttar 

Pradesh to central parts of Madhya 

Pradesh, and down South Tamil Nadu, 

farmers are taking up the cultivation of 

high revenue-generating aromatic crops. 

 Same is the case in Punjab, Haryana, 

Rajsthan, Odissa, Sikkim, Manipur, 

Mizoram, Gujrat, Leh and Ladakh and 

Jammu and Kashmir Union Territories 

where farmers are hoping to reap profits 

by cultivating such climate change 

resilient crops, unlike the conventional 

ones which are vulnerable to animal 

menace too. 

 According to the Director of the 

Palampur-based Institute of Himalayan 

Bioresource Technology (IHBT), a 

CSIR lab, an ambitious target of covering 

3,000 hectares area under aromatic crops 
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across pan India has been kept to achieve 

by March 31, 2023, under the CSIR 

Aroma mission project phase II. So far 

Himachal state has covered over 1,113 

hectares of area under the Mission across 

the country. 

 Time to time quality planting material of 

these crops is supplied, training-cum-

awareness programmes, skill development 

programmes on cultivation and value 

addition of aromatic crops are conducted.  

 The crops included under the Mission by 

the institute are wild marigold, 

chamomile, damask rose, lemongrass, 

scented geranium, palmarosa, lavender, 

rosemary, citronella, mushkbala, 

dracocephalum, artemisia, mint species 

among a few others. 

 Farmers are encouraged to take up these 

profitable ventures generating essential 

oils which have a huge domestic and 

international market. 

 To help farmers take up the project the 

IHBT scientists have been conducting a 

string of workshops with recent being in 

the Bhattiyat region in Chamba district, 

Himachal Pradesh.  

 These crops have huge demand in 

perfumery, fragrance, food industries 

among others.  

 The global essential oils market demand 

was 226.9 thousand tons in 2018 and is 

projected to expand at a CAGR 

(Compound Annual Growth Rate) of 9.3 

per cent from 2019 to 2025.   

 Depending upon the quality and quantity 

of essential oils, farmers of hills can earn 

a net profit of 0.8 to 1.5 lakh per hectare 

annually. 

 The income of the farmers through such 

cultivation is expected to increase by Rs 

30,000 to 60,000/ha/year. 

 About 45,000 skilled human resources 

capable of multiplying quality planting 

material, distillation, fractionation, and 

value addition will be developed. 

 More than 25,000 farming families would 

be directly benefitted and employment of 

more than 10-15 lakhs mandays will be 

generated in rural areas. 

THE OBJECTIVES: 

 Development of superior varieties and 

their agro-technologies and assessment of 

their suitability for specific agro-climatic 

regions. 

 Value-addition of aromatic crops (High-

end aroma chemicals and products).  

 Skill development activities. 
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 Intellectual property generation, valuation 

and management. 

 Entrepreneurship development/Spin-offs. 

 Business development. 

 Making the public aware of 

Mission activities and achievements using 

an appropriate interface. 

 

BENEFITS 

 It will promote the cultivation of aromatic 

crops for essential oils that are in great 

demand by the aroma industry. 

 It is expected to enable Indian farmers and 

the aroma industry to become global 

leaders in the production and export of 

some other essential oils on the pattern of 

menthol mint. 

 It is expected to provide substantial 

benefits to the farmers in achieving higher 

profits, utilization of wastelands and 

protection of their crops from a wild and 

grazing animal 

  More than 25,000 farming families would 

be directly benefitted and an employment 

of more than 10-15 lakhs mandays will be 

generated in rural areas. 

 

 

 

COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC & 

INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH (CSIR) 

 It is an autonomous body under the 

Ministry of Science and Technology and 

the largest research and development 

(R&D) organization in India. 

 CSIR covers a wide spectrum of science 

and technology from oceanography, 

geophysics, chemicals, drugs, genomics, 

biotechnology and nanotechnology to 

mining. 
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5. INCLUSION OF KANGRA 

DISTRICT IN JICA PROJECT 

 Kangra district would also be included in 

Rs 800-crore Japan International 

Cooperation Agency (JICA) project 

being implemented in the state.  

 Rs 150 crores would be spent under JICA 

project in Kangra district. Under this 

project, self-help groups would be 

financed to make women in rural areas 

self-reliant by increasing their income. 

 The units to be installed under the project 

would include plants for processing butter 

and desi ghee out of milk that would help 

villagers increase the shelf-life of their 

milk products and also get better prices. 

 The village level SHGs would also be 

provided finance for mushroom farming 

or generating any other product that 

increases their income. 

 A separate department was being created 

under the forest department to take care of 

nurseries.  

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

AROMA MISSION 

 It was launched in 2016 to 

boost the cultivation of plants 

like lavender, Aloe Vera, 

Mehndi, Menthol, Mint  which 

have aromatic medicinal 

properties through new 

technology developed by 

the Council of Scientific & 

Industrial Research (CSIR). 

 It is envisaged to bring 

transformative change in 

the aroma sector through 

desired interventions in the 

areas of agriculture, processing 

and product development. 

  It also seeks to provide 

technical and infrastructure 

support for distillation and 

value-addition to 

farmers/growers all over the 

country, apart from enabling 

effective buy-back mechanisms 

to assure remunerative prices 

to the farmers/growers. 

 It aims to bring additional area 

of 30,000 hectares under 

cultivation of these crops by 

interventions of CSIR to 

further catalyze the cultivation 

of aromatic crops in about 

60,000 hectares.  
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PROMOTING DAIRY FARMING 

 The focus of JICA project will be on 

promoting dairy farming. The SHGs 

will be given aid to set up micro units 

for processing milk products. 

 Government will provide up to 80% 

grant to SHGs. Village-level groups will 

also be provided finance for mushroom 

farming. 

 Separate department of nurseries will 

be set up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

HIMACHAL PRADESH CROP 

DIVERSIFICATION PROJECT (HPCDP)  

 The Himachal Pradesh Crop 

Diversification Promotion Project 

(HPCDP-JICA) aims at promoting 

crop diversification in Himachal.  

 The HPCDP-JICA being 

implemented by State Agriculture 

Department has made positive 

impact in increasing the yields of 

crops and income of farmers in the 

project area. 

 Rs 321 crore project is funded by 

the Japanese International 

Cooperation Agency (JICA) under 

this project and in first phase the 

project was implemented in five 

districts namely Bilaspur, 

Hamirpur, Kangra, Mandi and 

Una. 

 This project is aimed to develop 

necessary infrastructure such as 

irrigation facilities and farm access 

roads, in parallel with technical 

training for farmers on vegetable 

cultivation, food grain cultivation 

and post-harvesting technology.  

 HP Agriculture Development 

Society (HPADS) is the 

implementing agency of the 

HPCDPJICA.  

 The project is visualised with the 

targeted outcome to improve the 

socio-economic status of the 

farmers. The project model can be 

replicated throughout the state as 

the Phase-I was implemented on the 

selected sites in 5 districts only. 

 Government of India has approved 

this JICA Phase-II of around Rs 

1104 crore in principle, which will 

be implemented in all the 12 

districts of the state. 
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6. VEGETABLE CULTIVATION 

 High remunerative returns have motivated 

farmers to switch over to off-season exotic 

vegetable cultivation. 

AREA UNDER CULTIVATION 

INCREASING 

 Area under vegetable cultivation is 

87,485 hectares. 

 Of this, 52,491 hectares under off-

season, exotic vegetables. 

 Growers selling exotic vegetables earn 

between Rs 60,000 and Rs2 lakh per 

hectare, as compared to Rs8,000 to Rs 

10,000 from traditional crops. 

 The area under such vegetables has 

increased from 42,320 hectares in 2016-

17 to 52,491 hectares in 2020-21. 

 

 The total area under vegetable cultivation 

is 87,485 hectares (2020-21), of which 60 

per cent (52,491 hectares) is used to grow 

off-season and exotic vegetables.  

 There is no supply of vegetables from the 

plains to the markets of Delhi, 

Chandigarh, Ambala, Karnal, Jalandhar 

and Ludhiana from mid-June to mid-

September.  

 As a result, off-season vegetables from 

Himachal face less competition and fetch 

good price. 

 Growers selling vegetables are earning 

between Rs 60,000 and Rs 2 lakh per 

hectare as compared to Rs 8,000 to Rs 

10,000 per hectare from the traditional 

crops. 

 The returns are between Rs 60,000 and Rs 

75,000 per hectare. 

 The vegetable production has increased 

from 9,09,428 metric tonnes (MT) to 

11,20,447 MT. 

 Off-season vegetables include tomato, 

capsicum, green peas, beans, cabbage, 

cauliflower, potato and cucumber while 

exotic vegetable comprise broccoli, 

lettuce, zucchini, cherry tomato, ‘bok 

choy’, Chinese cabbage, iceberg, celery, 

parsley, red cabbage and coloured 

capsicum. 

 For systematic diversification of crops, 

the department has introduced grafted 

vegetable seedlings, exotic vegetables and 

encouraged seed production through seed 

village programme. 

 In Himachal, vegetables are grown in the 

areas from Shivalik foothills (elevation of 

400 metres) to the high Alpine zone up to 

4,000 metres.  
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 The state can be called a “Natural Glass 

House” of the country in the production 

of off-season vegetables. 

7. SELF-RELIANCE IN WHEAT 

SEED YIELD 

 The hill state, which is producing about 

18.50 lakh MT of vegetables against the 

average foodgrain production of 16.75 

lakh MT, is heading for self-sufficiency in 

wheat\seed production, ending 

dependence on imports. 

 About 4,500 hectares are covered under 

seed production and the expected 

production of wheat seed is about 75,000 

MT in 2021-22, which is 20,000 MT more 

than the previous year. 

 At present, the state imports 25,000 MT to 

30,000 MT seeds from neighbouring states 

and if the efforts to increase the self-

sufficiency ratio (SSR) succeed, the state 

will become self-reliant in seed 

production. 

 The foodgrain and vegetable production 

was 16.93 lakh MT and 17.22 lakh MT in 

2018-19, 15.94 lakh MT and 18.60 lakh 

MT in 2019-20, 15.28 lakh MT and 18.67 

lakh MT in 2020-21 and 16.75 lakh MT 

and 18.50 lakh MT (tentative) in 2021-22.  

 If potato and ginger with average 

production of about 2.30 lakh MT is also 

included in vegetables, the production will 

cross 20.50 lakh MT. 

Year Food Grain 

Production 

Vegetable 

Production 

2018-19 16.93 lakh MT 17.22 lakh MT 

2019-20 15.94 lakh MT 18.60 lakh MT 

2020-21 15.28 lakh MT 18.67 lakh MT 

2021-22 16.75 lakh MT 

(tentative) 

18.50 lakh MT 

(tentative) 

 

 Rain in lower areas, particularly in rain-

fed places, is beneficial for wheat and 

other rabi crops. There was scanty rain 

after the sowing of wheat but rain in 

January has ended the dry spell, bringing 

cheer to farmers. 

 It will also control the spread of yellow 

rust disease. The average yield of wheat 

grown over 3.40 lakh hectares is 20 

quintals per hectare and timely rain will 

help to achieve the production target of 

6,72,000 MT. 

 Due to dry weather, wheat grains are not 

gaining a proper size but rain has proved 

to be a boon. Rain is also beneficial for 

seasonal vegetables such as tomato, 

capsicum, brinjal and vegetables in the 

seedling condition. 
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8. NEW GRADING MACHINE  

 The Agriculture Department has prepared 

a new grading machine and farm at 

Majhauli Farm in Nalagarh, Solan.  

 Wheat is mainly produced in Nalagarh of 

the Solan district.  

 It has been prepared to ensure that the 

farmers get better prices for wheat and its 

grading is done well.  

 Grading of wheat will be done from 100 to 

150 per quintal every day.  

 Wheat has been produced on 21,300 

hectares of land in the district. Due to 

which 40,000 quintals of wheat is 

expected to be produced.  

9. A CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE IN 

DAIRY FARMING 

 A centre of excellence in dairy farming 

will be established at Basal village of Una 

district.  

 It would be set up with the technical help 

from the Denmark government.  

 MoU between the two countries would be 

signed during PM upcoming visit to 

Denmark. 

 The dairy centre would be fully automated 

and robots be used to milk, clean and feed 

cows. 

 

10. INTEGRATED DIGITAL 

AGRICULTURE PLATFORM 

 Central Government has approved Rs. 108 

crore for the project proposal for 

Integrated Digital Agriculture Platform 

submitted to the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Farmers' Welfare, Government of 

India by State Agriculture Department.  

 The project proposal tilted 

“Transformation in Agriculture Using 

Emerging Technologies” would develop 

in-house competency in providing 

Information and Communication 

Technologies (ICT) based services to 

farmers, thereby reducing administrative 

processes and increasing efficiencies and 

ensure the on-demand delivery of 

agriculture services to the farmers with the 
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aim to improve quality of agriculture 

produce. 

OBJECTIVES: 

 The project aims to create a single sign-

on platform for various schemes of the 

department (State and Centrally 

sponsored) which would standardize and 

simplify procedures for applying to 

various schemes (Cash and in-kind) of the 

department and transfer the benefit 

directly into the accounts of the 

beneficiaries while cutting down the delay 

in the disbursement process.  

 A Market Information System would 

also be created to provide visibility on the 

projection of demand and supply, price 

realization of the produce and access to 

national e-market platform.  

 Centralized directory for input 

suppliers and status availability of seeds, 

fertilizers, pesticides, equipment or 

implements and machinery with their GIS 

locations would also be part of the 

proposed project.  

 The proposed project also endeavours to 

create an integrated farmer database, 

Application Programming Interface (API) 

Integration, Traceability Platform, 

Automated Farm Extension Serveries, 

customized dashboards, data analytics & 

centralized reports and farmer field school 

application.  

 This proposed project would use IT 

enabled ecosystem which would benefit 

the farmers, department and other 

stakeholders. 

 

(ii) FISHERIES SECTOR 

1. PROMOTION OF COMMERCIAL 

REARING OF THE COLD 

WATER FISH TROUT 

 Himachal has imported 8 lakh genetically 

modified species of brown and rainbow 

trout. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Transformation in Agriculture Using 

Emerging Technologies 

 A Single Sign-On Platform 

 A Market Information System 

 Centralized Directory for Input 

Suppliers 

 Create an Integrated Farmer 

Database 

 IT Enabled Ecosystem 



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com  20 
 

 It has been imported in an attempt to 

promote commercial rearing of the cold 

water fish trout which is in high demand.  

 The imports would strengthen fish 

production in the state aiming to meet 

the growing demand of the Indian 

markets. 

 32 trout hatcheries have been set up under 

various Centrally sponsored schemes in 

the private sector, to meet the growing 

demand of trout-eyed ova within the state.  

 The 32 trout hatcheries has been set up 

with an initial investment of Rs 8.75 

crore.  

 The import would help the state meet the 

target of approximately 1,200 tonnes in 

the next five years.  

 Presently, the state is producing 700 

tonnes. 

 

 

(iii) FLORICULTURE 

1. CHAMOMILE FARMING IN 

DHARAMSHALA 

 Chamomile farming has been started in 

Dharamshala by the women covered under 

MGNREGA for the very first time.  

 Women engaged in Chamomile farming 

can earn ₹2.5 lakh per hectare annually. 

Chamomile plants keep giving flowers 

every three months, thus fetching regular 

income to the growers.  

 Initially, it would be sold locally under 

“Namaste Dharamsala” brand. If the 

quality is found satisfactory, it will also be 

sold through e-marketing sites.  
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(iv) SERICULTURE SECTOR 

1. SILK SEED CENTRE AT 

THUNAG 

 Chief Minister has inaugurated the second 

Silk Seed Production Centre of the state 

at Thunag in the Seraj Assembly 

constituency of Mandi district.  

 It would help in meeting the requirement 

of silk seed production in Himachal 

Pradesh and strengthen the economy of 

sericulture farmers. 

 As many as 12,000 farmers of the state 

are engaged in sericulture.  

 To meet the requirement of 7,500 ounces 

of silk, 2,500 ounces are being produced 

at the Palampur Silk Seed Centre, the 

first centre of the state. The demand of the 

remaining 5,000 ounces of silk will now 

be met by the Thunag Silk Seed 

Production Centre, which is being 

imported. 

 The Silk Entrepreneurship 

Development and Innovation Centre at 

Bali Chowki being constructed at a cost 

of Rs 4.94 crore is about to be completed.  

 It will be first such centre in north 

India. 

 The construction of government silk 

centres at Bagachanaugi, Saroa, Dharot, 

Murah and Deem-Kataru at a cost of 

Rs 2.5 crore is also nearing completion.  

 These will promote the silk industry in the 

Seraj valley. 

 A grant of Rs 1.5 lakh per farmer will be 

provided to 200 farmers belonging to the 

Scheduled Castes (SC) category for the 

construction of silkworm rearing houses.  

 Besides, Rs 80 lakh has been provided to 

200 farmers for silkworm rearing 

equipment and Rs 28 lakh for mulberry 

plantation to 200 farmers belonging to the 

SC category.  

 A grant of Rs 50 lakh has been provided 

to 700 farmers belonging to the general 

category for mulberry plantation and 

the purchase of silkworm rearing 

material. These activities will give a boost 

to the silk industry in the state and 

generate self-employment opportunities. 
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(v) LIVESTOCK 

1. PLAN FOR GENETIC 

IMPROVEMENT OF PAHARI 

SHEEP  

 The Himachal Government has launched 

Rs 8.5 crore community-based 

structured breeding programme to 

achieve genetic improvement of 

indigenous pahari sheep through 

crossbreeding with Australian merino 

sheep. 

 The state government has imported 240 

Australian merino sheep (40 males and 

200 females) at a cost of Rs 6 crore 

(approx) for breed improvement under 

the National Livestock Mission (NLM) 

so that superior exotic germplasm could 

be infused to achieve the target of about 

3,000 tonne wool production by next five 

years.  

 The Australian merino sheep are known to 

have the softest and finest wool used for 

apparel. 

 Woolfed has a modernised plant for wool 

scouring in Banuri, Palampur, where 

11,500 kg wool was processed in the year 

2020-2021.  

CATCHWORDS: 

SILK SAMAGRA PROJECT  

 Silk Samagra project aims at 

integrated development of silk 

industry for 3 years (2017- 2020).  

 The Government of India allocated 

Rs. 2161.68 crore for three years i.e. 

2017-2020 to its Central Sector 

Scheme “Silk Samagra” for the 

development of sericulture in the 

country.  

 The scheme is being implemented by 

the Central Silk Board (CSB).  

 It focuses on improving the quality 

and productivity of domestic silk 

thereby reducing the country’s 

dependence on imported silk.  

Key Components:  

1. Research & Development  

2.  Seed Organisations  

3.  Coordination & Market Development  

4.  Quality Certification System 
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 The average wool production in 

Himachal is about 1,599 gm per sheep 

every year.  

 The state has two popular breeds of sheep 

namely - The Rampur Bushairi breed 

and Gaddi breed that are popular for 

producing high-quality carpet wool: 

 The Rampur Bushairi sheep 

breed is reared in Shimla 

district.  

 Gaddi sheep breed is reared in 

Chamba, Kangra, Kullu, 

Kinnaur and Lahaul & Spiti 

districts.  

 The state has 7,91,345 sheep which 

produce coarse carpet quality wool at 

present. 

 At present, Himachal is the sixth largest 

producer of wool in the country 

contributing four per cent to the 

country’s total wool production and this 

wool is used to prepare products like 

carpets, yarn, fabrics and garments mainly 

for the domestic market. 

 The breeding programme will improve the 

quality of wool and wool of 21-22 

microns suitable for apparel production 

would be produced which will be on a par 

with the world’s best premium quality 

fabrics. 

 Moreover, the multipurpose merino 

sheep (a Spanish breed prized for its soft, 

fine and lustrous fiber) is being reared at 

sheep breeding farms at Nagwain (Mandi 

district) where infrastructure facilities 

have been strengthened to meet 

requirements of imported livestock with a 

total cost of Rs 2 crore (approx) and 800 

healthy lambs have been produced 

through artificial insemination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(vi) APICULTURE 

1. BEE RESEARCH STATION AT 

NAGROTA BAGWAN 

 The Bee Research Station (BRS) 

Nagrota Bagwan (Kangra District) was 

established in 1936 under the leadership of 

Dr. Sardar Singh under administrative 

CATCHWORDS: 

THE PROGRAMME 

 Local Pahari sheep will be 

crossbred with Australian 

merino sheep. 

 240 Australian merino sheep 

have been imported at a cost of 

Rs 6 crore. 

 State aims to produce 3,000-

tonne wool in the next five years. 
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control of Agriculture department, 

Government of Punjab, Lyallpur, now in 

Pakistan.  

 Special attempts were made to import 

European honeybee in India during 1930 

to 1953 but these attempts failed due to 

lack of knowledge.  

 The success in establishing Apis Mellifera 

in India dates back to 1960 whereas it was 

successfully introduced in 1964 at this 

research station. 

 A proposal to declare this centre as 

Heritage has been sent to the centre 

Government. 

 2.64 lakh honey production units were 

in the country and about 30 lakh honeybee 

colonies were in India.  

 During 2020-21 the honey production was 

nearly 1,25,000 MT and India ranked 8th 

in World Ranking in honey production.  

 Near about 2,365 number of bee 

keepers were in Himachal Pradesh and 

5515.25 MT was annual honey 

production registered in the state.  

 There was vast demand of honey 

production in the state and hoped that the 

research would be helpful in developing 

varieties in this direction. 

 

 

 

IV. HORTICULURE SECTOR 

1. KIWI PRODUCTION 

 Kiwi production is becoming the choice of 

gardeners in Himachal Pradesh.  

 It is being grown as an alternate crop 

along with apple.  

 Presently, kiwi is being grown in 200 

hectares of land in the state.  

 The hilly areas between Shimla, Sirmaur, 

Kullu, Solan and Mandi districts of the 

state are suitable for kiwi cultivation.  

 Kiwis are also fetching good prices in the 

market. The price of Himachali Kiwi 

ranges from Rs.100 to Rs.375 per kg.  

 The scientists of the Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research Shimla Center are 
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imparting training to make Kiwi popular 

among the gardeners.  

 Kiwi is harvested from mid-September to 

mid-November in Himachal. February is a 

suitable time for planting new plants.  

 The plant gives fruit in 5 years.  

 Kiwi production takes less effort and is 

less prone to damage from monkeys, wild 

animals and birds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. SAFFRON CULTIVATION IN 

HAMIRPUR DISTRICT 

 Saffron crop is at present grown in 

Pampore and Kishtwar regions of 

Jammu and Kashmir and the annual 

saffron production in India stands at six 

tonnes to seven tonnes. This is 

insufficient as the annual demand in the 

country is around 100 tonnes. Hence, the 

spice is sold at a high rate of Rs 2.5 lakh 

to Rs 3 lakh per kg. Most of the saffron is 

being imported from Iran to meet the 

domestic demand. 

 In Palampur, the CSIR-IHBT is also 

working on a saffron cultivation project, 

in collaboration with the state Agriculture 

Department, to promote its cultivation. 

 Growing saffron in the state will have a 

big impact on the economy, cut short 

imports and be a step towards 

accomplishing the dream of 

‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’. 

 Bharmour and Tissa in Chamba, 

Sangla valley in Kinnaur, Nirmand in 

Kullu and Bara Banghal area in Kangra 

district have climate suitable for saffron 

production. It will give farmers higher 

returns than traditional crops. 
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NATIONAL SAFFRON MISSION (NSM) 

 It was launched in 2010-11 but it was 

only applicable for the cultivation of 

saffron in Jammu and Kashmir.  

 In 2020, the Government has decided to 

revive this mission and expand the 

cultivation of saffron to the north eastern 

part of the country.  

 It comes under the governance of the 

Ministry of Science and Technology. 

 It was a four-year mission (2010-

14) which was introduced to increase 

the cultivation of saffron in Kashmir. 

However, due to a heavy loss in 

production during 2014, the mission was 

given an extension by the Government 

of India. 

 In 2020, the revised objective of the 

mission was to start the cultivation of 

saffron in the northeast of India. 

 North East Centre For Technology 

Application and Reach (NECTAR) has 

been given the charge to manage the pilot 

project which will be started in 

the northeast for saffron cultivation. 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

SAFFRON CULTIVATION 

 Saffron production has long 

been restricted to a limited 

geographical area in the Union 

territory of Jammu & Kashmir. 

 Pampore region, commonly known 

as Saffron bowl of Kashmir, is the 

main contributor to saffron 

production. 

 Pampore Saffron Heritage of 

Kashmir is one of the Globally 

Important Agricultural Heritage 

systems (GIAHS) recognised sites in 

India. 

 Recently, the Kashmir saffron got 

Geographical Indication (GI) 

tag status. 

 It is a plant whose dried stigmas 

(thread-like parts of the flower) are 

used to make saffron spice. 

 Saffron cultivation is believed to 

have been introduced in Kashmir by 

Central Asian immigrants around 

the 1st Century BCE. 

 It represents the rich cultural 

heritage of the J&K region. 

 It is a very precious and costly 

product. 

 It is referred to as ‘bahukam’ in 

ancient Sanskrit literature. 

 It is cultivated and harvested in the 

Karewa (highlands) of J&K. 
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CASE STUDY 

 Subhash Chand Sharma, a resident of 

Baritar village in Barsar subdivision of 

Hamirpur district, has successfully 

grown saffron in his fields. The world’s 

costliest spice has been grown for the 

first time in the state, despite the high 

temperature in the district. 

 A friend from Uttarakhand encouraged 

him to cultivate saffron. He procured 

seeds from Uttarakhand and produced 5.5 

kg of saffron in 2021, which he sold for 

Rs 3.5 lakh in the market. In 2022, he 

planted saffron on two kanals with seeds 

valuing Rs 30,000. 

 He has appealed to the unemployed youth 

to cultivate saffron in their abandoned 

fields. One can easily earn over Rs 3 lakh 

from saffron cultivation on one kanal. 

3. AMERICAN PRUNE PLUM 

CULTIVATION IN KULLU 

DISTRICT 

 In Kullu district, which is famous for 

apple production, the climate is proving 

favorable for the production of exotic 

varieties of fruits. With the production of 

foreign apples here, now the gardeners 

have started producing foreign plums as 

well. 

 The climate here is also suitable for 

American prune plum.  

 The trend of gardeners has started 

increasing a lot like the cultivation of 

American prune. However, at present, 

only selected gardeners in the district are 

growing prune plums.  

 This variety has been developed at the 

research center Bajaura.  

 Its fruit is medium in size and oval in 

shape. The color of the fruit is blue and 

light shining.  

 The shelf life of the fruit is quite strong.  

 In such a situation, due to being durable in 

the market for a long time, the prices are 

also good.  

 Prune is ready in August. Prices are 

available in the market at Rs 150 per kg. 

Its specialty is that it has a longer shelf life 

than other plums and is also sold dried.  

 Prune is also being produced in Shimla in 

the state. Now gardeners are giving 

attention to its cultivation.  

 This type of plant has been prepared in the 

research center. Its shelf life is also longer. 

Its better production will be at an altitude 

of six thousand. 
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4. PROMOTION OF SEA 

BUCKTHORN FARMING  

 The Lahaul & Spiti administration is 

promoting commercial farming of sea 

buckthorn to enhance farmers income in 

the region. 

 At present, sea buckthorn is being 

produced on the forestland in the district, 

where its production is quite low. 

 There are four industries in 

Sundernagar, Shoghi, Paonta Sahib and 

Baddi for sea buckthorn products in the 

state, for which 80 per cent of the raw 

material is imported from Pakistan and 

China.  

 There is scope for import substitution to 

match the demand of the raw materials, 

which is set to rise exponentially to 5,000 

tonnes per year by 2025 for domestic 

industry.” 

 The district was also experiencing effects 

of climate change, which directly affected 

the income of farmers in the district. 

 That is why the administration was 

focusing on encouraging farmers in the 

field diversification of crops to sustain 

their livelihood. 

 The agricultural university has been 

approached to provide fruit harvesting 

tools. 

5. INCREMENT IN APPLE 

EXPORTS 

 Demand for Himachali apples has 

increased all over abroad, 82% increase 

in apple export since 2014. 

 Himachali apples are known all over the 

world for its quality and taste, that is why 

the demand for Himachali apple is 

CATCHWORDS: 

BENEFITS OF PRUNE 

 Prune is a treasure trove of 

medicinal properties.  

 Both diarrhea and constipation 

are relieved by its consumption.  

 They have a high amount of 

antioxidants.  

 Vitamin-A and C are also present 

in it.  

 They are effective in boosting 

immunity. Nutrients like iron, 

potassium, niamin, calcium, 

phosphorus and carbohydrates 

are present.  

 If pregnant women consume it, 

then the bones of the children are 

strong. 
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increasing continuously in foreign 

countries. 

 Apple is cultivated on more than one lakh 

hectares of land in Himachal and the 

livelihood of lakhs of Apple orchards 

depends on apples. 

 There has been a steady increase in apple 

production in Himachal in the last few 

years. 

 More than 4,07,000 metric tonnes of 

apples produced during 2020-21 and more 

than 6,16,000 metric tonnes of apples 

were produced during the year 2021-22. 

 

 

 

 

 

6. IMPACT OF UNUSUAL WARM 

WEATHER CONDITIONS ON 

APPLE CROP 

 Unusually warm weather conditions in the 

hill State of Himachal Pradesh during the 

second half of March month have left 

apple growers and horticulture experts 

anxious, as they are concerned over the 

prevailing higher temperatures during 

this time of the season of the year, against 

previous years. 

 If the temperatures do not drop any time 

soon and the dry weather conditions 

continue to prevail the apple crop could be 

adversely affected in terms of yield and 

production.  

 The new plantations of apple in the 

orchards are quite susceptible to the 

warm climatic conditions and could face 

damage.   

 Apple is the most important fruit crop 

of Himachal Pradesh, which constitutes 

about 49% of the total area under fruit 

crops and about 85% of the total fruit 

production. 

 If the weather continues to be warm it will 

severely impact the quality, yield and 

production of the crop.  

 The apple crop has already reached the 

‘flowering’ stage, which usually used to 

start in the first week of April. The 

temperature has been unusually higher this 

year in comparison to the previous years. 

The advancing of the growing pattern will 

dent apple size and colour, eventually 

damaging the quality of the crop. The 

yield (productivity) will also be hit 

adversely, resulting in the drop of 

production. 
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 The sudden rise in temperature is not 

conducive for the apple crop. The entire 

process of crops’ growing has advanced 

owing to an unusual rise in mercury. This 

will adversely impact the ‘fruit setting’ of 

the crop. 

 Maximum and minimum temperatures 

have been hovering appreciably above the 

normal range in most parts of the State, 

and any respite is unlikely in the coming 

days.  

 The average maximum temperature has 

been 5-7 degrees Celsius above normal 

while the average minimum temperature 

has been 3-4 degrees Celsius above 

normal at many places of Himachal 

Pradesh, according to India 

Meteorological Department (IMD).  

 The department in its advisory has 

suggested apple growers to apply 

irrigation in apple orchards due to dry 

weather conditions. 

 Horticulture experts believe that while the 

above-normal temperature may not 

immediately affect the apple crop’s 

condition, but if the weather condition 

continues to stay warmer for another 18-

20 days, then definitely the apple crop 

could suffer damage. 

 While the ongoing unusual warm weather 

conditions may not adversely impact the 

old apple planted trees, however, the new 

plantations, which are a couple of years 

old could face a negative impact on 

growth. 

7. THE CHANGING PATTERNS OF 

HIMACHAL APPLE 

 Red Delicious and Royal Delicious were 

the first apple varieties introduced in 

Himachal Pradesh by Samuel Stokes 

around a century back. From these 

traditional plants that can grow up to 30 to 

35 feet and yield 40 to 60 boxes in their 

prime, the transition to the latest spur and 

high-colour strain varieties, which is 

already underway, could gather greater 

pace this year. The trigger would be the 

inadequate snowfall in the lower and 

middle apple belts, despite abundant 

snowfall at higher altitudes, leading to the 

traditional varieties performing below par 

at low and middle elevations. 

 For more than a decade now, snow has 

been receding from the low and middle 

apple belts. While an elevation of 4,500 

feet to 5,500 feet is classified as the low 

belt, 5,500 to 7,000 feet is the middle 

belt, and above that, the high belt. 

Earlier, when it snowed in the higher 

reaches, these elevations would receive 
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substantial snowfall too. It’s no longer the 

case. Over the past decade or so, a decline 

has been observed in snowfall in low and 

middle heights.  

 Climate change and meteorological 

factors are the major reasons behind the 

receding snowfall. 

 In the absence of abundant snow, the 

‘chilling hours’, over 1,000, required by 

the traditional apple varieties are difficult 

to meet. Also, the absorption of nutrients 

by the soil and eventually by the plant is 

also impaired.  

 As a result, the traditional varieties are 

struggling to produce quality fruit at these 

heights.  

 This has forced growers to switch to 

modern varieties that need comparatively 

much less ‘chilling hours’. 

 Compared to the new varieties, though,  

the lifespan of traditional varieties is very 

long. There are trees that are almost 80 

years old. 

 The shift to newer varieties is the need of 

the hour. At these heights, the traditional 

plants are struggling to produce the fruit 

with good colour and size. On the other 

hand, the newer varieties have no such 

issues and are fetching better prices. Also, 

all varieties suffer from genetic 

degradation after a certain period of time, 

leading to a decline in the quality of fruit. 

So, it’s imperative that apple growers 

move to the latest varieties. 

AREAS OF CONCERN: 

 The shift, though desired, is easier said 

than done. The input cost is much more, 

especially at the outset, in newer varieties. 

The investment includes expenditure on 

irrigation, associated structure and hail 

nets. Compared to the traditional varieties, 

the new ones demand more care. It’s easy 

to replace a few plants, but when you need 

to replace the whole orchard, especially if 

one is switching to rootstocks, the cost is 

very high. 

 The government does offer some support 

in the form of subsidies on plants, anti-hail 

net, irrigation, etc, but the budget seems to 

run short. In certain areas, people have 

been waiting for net subsidy for a decade. 

IMPORTING TROUBLE 

 While the farmers may have found a way 

to deal with the changing climatic 

conditions, they are struggling to stay 

afloat amid a deluge of imported apples, 

particularly from Iran.  

 Due to the heavy arrival of Iranian apple 

in 2022, there is no demand for the local 

apples that were stored during the running 
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season (when the harvest is still on, or has 

just finished).  

 Both farmers and arhtiyas have suffered 

huge losses on stored apple in 2022. The 

market is flooded with cheap Iranian apple 

and the people are forced to sell their 

produce at throwaway prices.This will 

have an adverse impact on the next 

season. The arhtiyas, suffering losses, 

will struggle to clear payments and both 

growers and traders will be scared to store 

the fruit in 2023. And if the entire produce 

comes to the market at one time, the prices 

will crash. 

 While apples are imported from a number 

of countries, the import from Iran is 

particularly troublesome. The problem 

with the Iranian apple is the volume and 

the cost at which it is reaching the Indian 

market. It’s available for as low as Rs40-

60 per kg. 

 Earlier, it was routed via Afghanistan-

Pakistan (under SAFTA) to avoid 

import duty. With the regime change in 

Afghanistan, the by-road arrival has 

significantly dropped. Now, it’s coming 

through the sea but it is still available at 

cheap prices because of the rampant 

under-invoicing and low cost of 

production in Iran. The growers feel that 

doubling the import duty from the current 

50 per cent would give some elbow space 

to the local apple. 

 The ever-increasing cost of production 

has pushed the local apple into a weak 

position against the Iranian apple. As per 

the rough estimates of growers, the per kg 

cost of production has reached around Rs 

30. An apple box is fetching more or less 

the same price as in 2010. The input cost, 

however, has increased manifold.  

 The cost of insecticides, pesticides, 

fertilisers and packaging material has seen 

a sharp rise, the subsidies are shrinking or 

closing down altogether, the transport and 

labour charges have also increased 

significantly. All this has led to a 

massive decrease in profit margins. 

 The growers believe the marketing of the 

fruit needs a big thrust. The government 

must find a market where fruit can be 

exported. Some efforts were made to 

explore the market in the Middle East; 

these need to continue. 

 There’s an urgent need to set up 

processing plants and small controlled 

atmosphere (CA) store facilities in the 

apple belt. This would go a long way in 

saving the growers from market forces and 

ensuring a remunerative price for their 

produce. 
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Rs 5,000-CRORE TRADE 

 The apple industry in Himachal is 

worth Rs5,000 crore.  

 In terms of the total market share, the 

state produces 20-25% fruit, while 

Kashmir tops the list with a market 

share of 70-75%.  

 The total apple production is around 

20-25 lakh MT; Kashmir produces 14-

18 lakh MT and HP 4-7 lakh MT. 

HOW INDIAN APPLE IS DIFFERENT 

 Himachal apple is sweeter, juicier and 

tastier than imported apple, which 

comes into the market six months after 

harvest in Kashmir.  

 Delicious and Kullu Delicious are the 

main traditional varieties, with good 

shelf life, sweetness. 

THE WAY AHEAD: DIVERSIFY 

 The idea of diversifying into stone 

fruits, mainly plum, is gaining foothold 

in the apple belts.  

 Many people are diversifying their fruit 

basket, and planting plums, peaches, 

cherries and apricots.  

 Compared to apple, the input costs and 

the prevalence and management of 

diseases is much less in stone fruits. 

PLANTING TIME 

 Plantation time is from December to 

March.  

 The varieties being preferred at low 

altitudes are Gallas, King Rot, Adams, 

Zad One, Jeromine; Red Velox, Oregon 

Spur 2; Early Red One in middle 

heights and Royal, Ace and Fuji at high 

altitudes. 

 

8. APPLE PRODUCTION  

 The Horticulture Department has pegged 

the total production of apple in 2022 

around three crore boxes.  

 In 2022, the state had produced 6,11,901 

metric ton apple, which translates into 

over 3 crore standard apple boxes. 

 The survey was done at the time of 

flowering. The figure will reduce in the 

second forecast towards the end of June. 

Post-flowering, there was drought-like 

situation for over a month which will have 

a significant impact on the production. 

Besides, there will be fruit dropping in the 

month of June. So, the figure in that 

forecast would smaller. 

 Apple growers feel that the estimate is on 

the higher side and the production will be 

much less this time. The crop is much less 
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compared to the last year in the orchards 

located in low and middle elevations. The 

sharp and sudden rise in temperatures in 

March shortened the pollination period, 

besides affecting the bee activity.  

 Besides, the subsequent drought resulted 

in dropping of the fruit and affected the 

size and quality too. 

 Incidentally, the state recorded the highest 

production (8,92,112 MT) more than a 

decade back in 2010.  

 Ever since, the state has crossed the 7 lakh 

MT only thrice – 7,38,723 MT in 2013, 

7,77,126 MT in 2015 and 7,15,253 MT in 

2019. 

 The 2010 year was exceptional in terms 

of weather for apple. There was bumper 

crop at all elevations that year, which is 

rare. Now, the weather has become 

volatile and unpredictable. 

9. HAMIRPUR DISTRICT: FUTURE 

FRUIT BOWL OF HIMACHAL 

PRADESH 

 Hamirpur district is set to turn into the 

fruit bowl of the state as over 30,000 

plants have been planted. 

 The Department of Horticulture, under the 

HP Shiva Project, has planted 30,121 

saplings of guava, litchi, sweet orange, 

lemon and pomegranate. 

 The department has identified Bhaleu and 

Kehdru villages for the first phase of the 

project and will bring 900 hectares under 

plantation. 

 In 54 clusters, farmers have been given 

high quality plants of various varieties and 

the plants have now attained the age of 

fruition.  

 Over 21,000 plants of guava have been 

planted in Bhaleu village, while 8,892 

plants of orange have been planted in 

Kehdaru village in the district. 

 The climate in the area is favourable for 

fruit orchards. 

 Besides providing quality plantation 

material, the department is providing 

facilities for protection and processing like 

solar fencing and establishing processing 

units. 

10. CULTIVATION OF PURPLE 

CAULIFLOWER 

 Switzerland-born yellow and purple 

cauliflower has been grown by a farmer 

from Balh Valley. 

 Dinesh, a progressive farmer of Balh 

Valley in the Mandi district of Himachal 
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Pradesh has grown these cabbages on 

about 6 bighas of land. 

 Experts say that this cabbage increases 

immunity, the ability to fight diseases.  

 It is also very helpful for pregnant women.  

 It contains anti-oxidants, nutrition, 

phosphorus, magnesium, calcium and 

zinc, which are essential for the human 

body. 

 The white colored cabbage are being sold 

for only Rs 30 to 40 per kg, while yellow 

and purple colored cabbage are getting Rs 

60 to 80 per kg. 

 

11. MEDICINAL HERBAL GARDEN 

 Medicinal Herbal Garden was inaugurated 

in Dr GC Negi College of Veterinary & 

Animal Sciences at the university. 

 It was inaugurated by the Agriculture 

University Vice-Chancellor, HK 

Chaudhary. 

 Aloe vera, amla, harad, bhehra, arjuna, 

kapoor, tejpatta, ashwagandha and more 

had been in use for centuries.  

 The use of traditional Indian system of 

medicine should be revived so that it 

helps farmers in remote areas to treat 

minor ailments of their livestock on their 

own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. STATUS OF HORTICULTURE 

SECTOR  

 Himachal to emerge as a fruit state with 

HP SHIVA – Sub-tropical Horticulture, 

Irrigation and Value Addition Project.  

 Horticulture sector in Himachal Pradesh is 

proving helpful in boosting the economy 

of the people by generating sources of 

income.  

 2.34 lakh hectare area is under 

horticulture in the state at present.  
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 31.40 lakh metric tonnes of fruits have 

been produced in the state in the last four 

years.  

 The average annual income of the 

horticulture sector during this period was 

Rs 4,575 crore.  

 9 lakh people are getting employment 

directly or indirectly.  

 Himachal is now moving towards 

becoming a fruit state after apples. 

 HP SHIVA is playing a major role in the 

holistic development of the horticulture 

sector and making the people self-

sufficient. 

 75 crore funded scheme has been 

prepared for pilot testing of fruits of 

guava, litchi, pomegranate and lemon 

varieties.  

 Aid and facilities are being provided to the 

gardeners ranging from suitable planting 

material to mass marketing for planting 

new gardens.  

 In collaboration with Asian Development 

Bank, there is a contribution of 195 crores 

in the total project of 975 crores. 48.80 

crores have been given so far. 37.31 crore 

has been spent. 

 10,000 hectares of land has been 

identified in 28 development blocks of 7 

districts of Sirmaur, Solan, Una, 

Bilaspur, Hamirpur, Kangra and 

Mandi, which will benefit over 25,000 

farmer families.  

 Under HP SHIVA, 100 irrigation 

schemes would be developed to reform 

horticulture. 

 The committees will undertake collective 

management of orchards, value addition 

and processing and marketing of the crops 

produced. Training will also be given to 

these committees.   

 Under HP SHIVA Project, the orchardists 

are being organized in collaboration with 

AFC India Limited and being registered 

by forming cooperative societies.  

 Efforts are being made by the State 

government to ensure that the orchardists 

get fair price of their produce at their own 

orchards. 

 The State government is making huge 

efforts to promote horticulture in the State 

that is giving a new momentum to the 

agricultural economy of the state. 
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13. DRAFT OF HIMACHAL 

PRADESH’S FIRST 

HORTICULTURE POLICY  

 The hill state is all set to get its first 

horticulture policy, the draft of which will 

be ready by the end of June month. The 

policy will facilitate growers in a big way 

and remove impediments in the way of 

making the state the “fruit bowl of the 

country.” 

 Once ready, the draft will be put into 

public domain to seek 

suggestions/objections. The major thrust 

would be on making horticulture tech-

oriented.  

 The idea is to make the whole system 

transparent and accessible to all 

horticulturalists. Everything they need to 

know will be put on the department’s 

website. 

 It would help reduce discretionary 

powers of officials, which often hindered 

the timely delivery of services to fruit 

growers. 

 Meanwhile, the work on a horticulture 

census is also in progress. Its findings will 

broadly shape the policy.  

 The future option would have been the 

setting up of a horticulture development 

board, comprising all stakeholders like 

horticulturalists, government and 

scientists. 

14. BUDGET PROVISIONS FOR 

AGRICULTURE AND ALLIED 

SECTORS  

 The State government intends to give 

boost to agriculture and horticulture 

sectors, especially natural farming.  

 The contribution of agriculture and 

horticulture is significant to keeping the 

wheels of the economy moving during the 

Covid-induced slowdown. 

 A number of measures have been 

announced such as bringing 50,000 acres 

under natural farming, developing 100 

natural farming villages and opening two 

dedicated mandis to sell produce.  

 In horticulture, the focus has been given 

to creating infrastructure such as cold 

stores and fruit processing units. 
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 There is also welcomed the plan to build 

additional grain markets, CA stores and 

fruit processing units.  

 The farmers and the horticulturalists 

would benefit from the Budget.  

 One flower market was opened in 2021. 

The Chief Minister has announced another 

flower mandi to be set up in 2023. Also, 

the thrust on natural farming will go a 

long way in helping farmers combat the 

rising prices of fertilisers and pesticides. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAJOR BUDGET PROVISIONS 

 A 5,000 MT capacity cold store to be set 

up at Parala Mandi at a cost of Rs60.93 

crore. 

 A freezing chamber of 1,500 MT 

capacity, a grading packing line also to 

be set up. 

 Irrigation facilities to be made available 

in 9,000 hectares at a cost of Rs198 

crore. 

 Thirteen market yards to be developed 

and upgraded at a cost of Rs31 crore 

under the JICA-aided project Phase-II. 

 A flower mandi to be established at a 

cost of Rs3 crore. 

 Rs11 crore to be spent under Pushp 

Kranti Yojana. 

 A plantation drive to be started for bee-

flora and Indian varieties of bees to be 

encouraged at a cost of Rs4.5 crore. 

 CA stores to be built at Chachyot, 

Reckong Peo, Gyabong and Chamba at 

a cost of Rs58 crore. 

 Two milk processing plants of 50K 

litres per day capacity each to be built 

at Duttnagar and Chakkar Mandi. 
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V. HYDROPOWER AND 

POWER SECTOR 

1. FIRST MULTIPURPOSE 

RAINWATER HARVESTING 

DAM IN UNA 

 Himachal Pradesh has got its first-ever 

multipurpose rainwater harvesting dam 

constructed in the Una district.  

 The dam has been constructed in the 

Samoor Khad area near village Samoor of 

Una district at the cost of Rs 16.38 

crore.  

 By storing the rainwater in a massive 

reservoir collected from the catchment 

area of 10 square kilometres, it can help 

5,580 people living in the water-deficient 

areas of the state survive during dry 

seasons. 

 The cost-effective dam built in Samoor 

Khad is able to store up to 767 million 

litres of water to increase the groundwater 

level in geographically difficult areas.  

 The water from dam is sufficient to 

irrigate 233 hectares of crops and combat 

weather vagaries of surrounding nine 

rocky, hilly villages for the entire year, 

which will directly benefit 1,088 families 

living in the area who face the onslaught 

of heavy heat and eventual drought.  

 The whole hill range has been used as a 

catchment for the reservoir with all the 

advantages of the large dams and can be 

used as a reservoir for irrigation needs of 

5,580 population living in surrounding 

Samoor Kalan, Samoor Khurd, Lamlehri, 

Boul Upperli, Boul Jhikli, Karwalian 

Sanhal, Pernolian Sanhal, Melania Sanhal 

and Balh villages for greening the land 

and recharge groundwater by conserving 

each raindrop by putting in place a 

resource management system. 

2. REVIVAL OF SARASWATI 

RIVER 

 The governments of Himachal and 

Haryana has signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) for the construction 

of a dam on 77 acres in Himachal near the 

Adi Badri area of Yamunanagar for the 

revival of the Saraswati river.  

 The project is estimated to cost Rs 215.35 

crore. 

 The project would be useful for Himachal 

Pradesh as 3.92 hectare metre water per 

annum would be earmarked for the state 

for drinking purpose and 57.96 hectare 

metre for irrigation in the project affected 

habitations. 

 The dam would not only be used primarily 

for the revival of the Saraswati river but 
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also for water conservation in the region. 

The Haryana Government would arrange 

funds for the project. 

 Both governments would be free to 

prepare tourism projects as well as any 

other infrastructure facility, which may be 

required for the welfare and development 

of local people, from their own resources, 

without compromising the primary 

objectives of the dam project. 

 21 families of Himachal, which would be 

displaced, would be properly 

rehabilitated and the Haryana 

Government would bear the cost of the 

rehabilitation package for the oustees 

and the environmental protection 

package or any other unforeseen cost/ 

expenditure. 

 Of the total proposed area, 31.16 hectares 

fall in Himachal (0.67 hectares of private 

landowners and 30.49 hectares of 

forestland).  

 The dam would get 224 hectare metre 

water from the Somb river of Himachal 

that falls into the Yamuna near Adi 

Badri in Yamunanagar district. The 

HPPCL would be the executing agency for 

the Adi Badri dam and its related 

infrastructure. 

 With the construction of the dam, the 

Saraswati river would flow throughout 

the year with 20 cusecs of water at all 

times.  

 The course of the Ghaggar river was said 

to be the course of the Saraswati river.  

 The project would go a long way in 

promoting tourism activities in the area 

with the joint efforts of the governments 

of Haryana and Himachal Pradesh. 

 The project when completed would open 

avenues for tourism, and also recharge 

groundwater. 
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3. KISHAU DAM PROJECT 

 Tender for making DPR of proposed 

multi-purpose Kishau dam project at 

Mohrad-Shambhar Kheda on the Tons 

river flowing on the border of Himachal-

Uttarakhand has been awarded. The 

work of share velocity and systemic data 

study is also almost completed.  

 Along with this, the work of hydrological 

data study and survey is in full swing.  

 The corporation will soon take in-

principle consent from the central 

government for this. After this, a 

rehabilitation policy will be made after 

taking the suggestions of the people 

coming to the submergence area and after 

the identification of the dam area, land 

acquisition documents will be prepared.  

 The tender has been awarded for 

preparation of DPR in the name of a 

company named Trektavel at a cost of 

1.25 crore, which will prepare the revised 

DPR.  

 It is noteworthy that according to the 2008 

survey, the estimated cost of the project 

was Rs 10 thousand crores, but after it 

was declared a multi-purpose national 

project, the estimated cost was increased 

to 11,500 crores. 

 After the signing of the MoU in the year 

2016, the Hydrological data study of the 

project, detailed geotechnical 

investigation and the latest systemic 

parameter study work were included in the 

High Power Steering Committee 

meeting in 2020.  

 National Institute of Hydrology for 

hydrological data survey and IIT 

Roorkee for the latest systemic parameter 

study of the project.  

 It is believed that the estimated cost of the 

project will be around 15 thousand 

crores.  

FUNDING PATTERN 

 Himachal is contributing Rs 31.58 

crore.  

 Uttarakhand Rs 39.19 crore.  

 Haryana Rs 478.85 crore.  

 Uttar Pradesh Rs 298.76 crore. 

 Rajasthan Rs 93.5 crore 

 Delhi Rs 60.50 crore in the project. 
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4. SJVN TO DEVELOP ARUN-4 IN 

NEPAL 

 State-owned SJVN Ltd will develop 

another hydropower project Arun-4 at a 

cost of Rs 4,900 crore in Nepal. It will 

generate around 2,100 million units of 

energy per annum. 

 A memorandum of understanding (MoU) 

for the development of the 490 MW 

project was signed at Lumbini in Nepal 

in the presence of Prime Minister and his 

counterpart Prime Minister, Sher Bahadur 

Deuba. 

CATCHWORDS: 

ASIA’S SECOND HIGHEST 

MULTIPURPOSE DAM PROJECT: 

KISHAU DAM PROJECT 

 Kishau Corporation Limited 

has awarded the tender for 

the DPR of Kishau Dam 

Project.  

 This dam project is Asia's 

second highest multipurpose 

dam project.  

 The MoU for the dam project 

was signed by Himachal and 

Uttarakhand in 2016.  

 The DPR of Kishau Dam 

Project – a joint venture of 

Himachal and Uttarakhand 

government, will be prepared 

by TrackTowel Company in 2 

years at a cost of Rs 1.24 

crore.  

 Tracktowell Company has 

been directed to prepare and 

submit the complete DPR of 

the dam project in January 

2024.  
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 It would be the third mega project to be 

constructed by the company in Nepal.  

 The construction of the 900 MW Arun-3 

project was in progress while the 669 

MW Lower Arun project was at the 

survey and investigation stage. 

 The SJVN was targeting 5,000 MW 

projects in Nepal by 2030.  

 Besides the three hydropower projects, 

the SJVN was also constructing a 217-km 

400 kV associated transmission system 

for evacuation of power in Nepal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARUN-4 HYDEL POWER PROJECT  

 The Integrated River Basin Development 

Approach enables optimum utilisation of 

manpower, infrastructure and financial 

resources. 

 This concept - which will help in 

allocation of hydro projects in one single 

river basin to one developer -- has been 

accepted by the Nepal government as well 

as by the state governments of Himachal 

Pradesh and Arunachal Pradesh. 
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5. CHAMBA POWER PROJECT 

 Prime Minister will visit Himachal 

Pradesh on June 16 and 17. He will 

inaugurate and lay the foundation stone of 

projects in Chamba on June 16 and 

address the Chief Secretaries’ meeting at 

Dharamsala on 17
th
 June. 

 He will inaugurate the 180 MW Bajoli 

Holi power project in Chamba district. 

 This run-of-the-river project on the Ravi 

is being executed by GMR Energy.  

6. POWER SECTOR REFORMS 

 The Centre has approved the state’s 

ambitious scheme for power distribution 

sector reforms of Rs 3,663.30 crore.  

 This scheme comprises a total outlay of 

Rs 1,778.49 crore for the replacement of 

existing feeder meters, distribution 

transformer meters and consumer meters 

with smart meters, and Rs 1,884.81 crore 

for strengthening, renovation and 

augmentation of existing distribution 

infrastructure. 

 The Centre will give a financial assistance 

of Rs 2,096.49 crore to the HPSEBL for 

the implementation of projects under the 

Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme, 

Rs 409.16 crore for smart metering works 

and Rs 1,696.34 crore for loss reduction 

works. The scheme would be implemented 

by 2025. 

 The plan envisages bulk installation of 

transformers and replacement of the old 

power distribution network.  

 As many as 1,753 transformers would be 

installed, 4,858 distribution transformers 

would be augmented, 10 new 33KV 

electrical power sub-stations would be 

established, and 18 33KV power 

substations would be augmented.  

 About 28 lakh meters, transformers and 

feeders would be replaced. It will enable 

the HPSEBL to reduce losse. 

VI. HOTEL AND TOURISM 

SECTOR 

1. AUGUMENTATION OF 

QUALITY TOURISM 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

 Kullu district administration is fortifying 

infrastructure for tourists at various 

places. 

 Be it the provision of toilets, parking, 

nature parks, beautification of campuses, 

waste management or restoration of 

pedestrian paths, all facilities are being 

created at a rapid pace.  
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 The most important aspect of betterment 

in infrastructure is to protect the 

environment of fragile mountainous areas. 

 The services of Sulabh International 

have been hired for the installation of 

mobile toilets at tourist places.  

 Sulabh will operate and maintain mobile 

toilets to be set up from the Green Tax 

Barrier to the Rohtang Pass. 

 The Tourism and Civil Aviation 

Department has provided funds to the 

Tourism Development Council (TDC), 

Manali, under the “Nai Rahein, Nai 

Manzilein” scheme for the construction 

of pedestrian paths and entrances. The 

estimates for construction works have 

already been obtained from the Forest 

Department and the amount has been 

released to the officials concerned.  

 Rs 60 lakh has been released to the Forest 

Department for setting up a nature park 

at Gulaba.  

 A rain shelter, food point and cafeteria, 

solar lights, benches and pedestrian paths 

will be constructed at Gulaba.  

 The Forest Department has been asked to 

construct the nature park at the earliest. 

The department has been given exemption 

to arrange tickets, etc, for its maintenance. 

 Rs 13.14 lakh has been released to the 

Public Works Department (PWD) for 

shifting the left bank Green Tax Barrier 

from Prini to Jagatsukh. The barrier will 

be linked with FASTag for the 

convenience of tourists.  

 The right bank Green Tax Barrier at 

Rangri has already been linked with 

FASTag. 

 The emphasis has been laid on the 

installation of CCTV cameras in tourist 

hotspots of Manali. The TDC has released 

Rs 12 lakh to the Manali MC to instal 

CCTV cameras, which has now been 

asked to be transferred to the Police 

Department. 

2. INDIA’S FIRST SNOW 

MARATHON 

 The country’s first and one of its kind 

Snow Marathon was organised on March 

26 in association with Lahaul and Spiti 

administration and Reach India. 

 About 10 such snow, ice or winter 

marathons were held around the world. 

 This is the first time that a snow marathon 

was held in the country and the organisers 

are trying to make it an annual event. This 

marathon was more challenging for Indian 

runners than any other existing format 

marathon and will take them up a notch. 
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 The Snow Marathon will surely prove to 

be an excellent training ground for such 

tough races across the globe. There could 

be no better place than Lahaul for the 

country’s first snow marathon for which 

runners from all over the country would 

like to be a part of this historic race. 

 The organizers of the Snow Marathon 

were fully prepared to deal with the 

medical emergency for which the services 

of Mohali-based Fortis Hospital are 

being taken as the medical partner. 

 Two Modern Life Saving Ambulances 

along with the entire team of doctors and 

paramedics were ready during the event.  

 The brand ambassadors of the event, the 

International Runner, Kieran D’Souza, 

and 26-year-old Prakriti Varshney believe 

that Lahaul is definitely a whole new 

world that was experienced by runners 

across the country. 

3. SPECIAL PACKAGE TO BOOST 

TOURISM  

 As per the post-Covid analysis of tourist 

arrival in Himachal state, the Southern 

states account for only 1 to 2 per cent of 

tourist inflow while the arrival from 

Western India, particularly Gujarat, was 

3 to 4 per cent.  

 A vast majority of tourists visiting 

Himachal are from the North India. 

 An aggressive publicity campaign was 

launched to attract tourists from the 

Southern and Western parts of the country 

to visit unexplored and virgin destinations, 

religious circuit, heritage sites in 

Himachal and also give them information 

regarding the facilities available for 

adventure tourism.  

 Special packages will be offered and 

tourists from states like West Bengal, 

visiting the state during Durga Puja in 

huge numbers, will be facilitated. 

 The tribal district Lahaul and Spiti has 

emerged as a tourist hotspot after the 

opening of Atal tunnel (Rohtang) on 

October 3, 2020. 

 It has proved a boon for the tourism 

industry in Lahaul and Spiti district as 

tourist arrival has increased by 622 per 

cent from 1,32,983 during 2019 to 

9,60,952 in 2021.  

 The focus is now on developing a sound 

tourism infrastructure in Lahual and 

Spiti district to cater to tourists. 

 A 24-room hotel, worth Rs 2-3 crore, 

would come up at Sissu, located about 5 

km from the north portal of Atal Tunnel. 

The case has been sent to the Forest 
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Department for clearance under Forest 

Conservation Act (FCA). 

 Another tourist attraction would be the 

natural ice-skating rink. However, it is 

yet to be decided whether it would be an 

all-weather rink or functional during 

winters only.  

 A hotel at Keylong is being renovated at 

a cost of Rs 1.7 crore while another eight-

room hotel of the HPTDC is coming up at 

Jispa, which would also have dormitories 

for bikers. 

 A café has been opened at Sissu by the 

department and 20 tents would be erected 

for providing accommodation to tourists.  

4. RAFTING IN KULLU DISTRICT 

 Under the Himachal Pradesh River 

Rafting Rules 2005, the Director of 

Tourism has cleared Raison to Bandrol, 

Babeli to Vaishno temple, Pirdi to Jhiri, 

Bhuntar bridge to Jhiri and Sarabai to 

Jhiri stretches for commercial river 

rafting. 

 Every year, the rafting sites had to be 

earmarked for the season from April 1 to 

March 31 next year.  

 The rafting sites were cleared after the the 

technical committee inspected the river’s 

worthiness. 

 Some stretches had expanded while some 

stretches had been scaled down for safety 

reasons.  

 The operators would be bound to do 

rafting commercially only at the notified 

sites.  

 At present, the matter of restoration of 

adventure sports is under the 

consideration of the state High Court.  

 All these activities were stopped on 

February 3 on the orders of the High 

Court, as these were being conducted 

without observing rules and without 

licence.  

 Operators bound to do rafting 

commercially only at notified sites. 

 Medical tests and the training of guides 

were conducted. Swimming tests were 

also held.  

 The state government has notified and 

passed five river rafting stretches in the 

Beas in Kullu and Manali for the season 

from April 1, 2022, to March 31, 2023.  

4 A. RESUMPTION OF RAFTING IN 

KULLU DISTRICT 

 High Court has permitted adventure 

sports activities with safety measures. 
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 The High Court permitted paragliding and 

river rafting in Kullu only by those 

operators who had fulfilled the requisite 

formalities and taken safety measures. 

 Besides, the court also permitted 34 all-

terrain vehicles (ATVs) and 29 snow 

scooters to resume operations after 

complying with the rules and guidelines 

and following adequate safety 

measures. 

 Paragliding in the district was stopped 

primarily because of two reasons that the 

Technical Committee had not approved 

the equipment of the operators and the 

registration of the operators was faulty 

because none of them had produced the 

requisite insurance at the time of 

registration. 

 The registered operators had now obtained 

insurance. The main objections had been 

addressed, therefore, there was no 

objection to the resumption of the 

activities. 

 The operators were registered for three 

years instead of one year in violation of 

Rule 4 (1) of the Himachal Pradesh 

River Rafting Rules, 2005 and rafts were 

not accompanied by rescue rafts or 

kayaks. Now necessary corrections had 

been made in the certificate of 

registration. 

 It had been decided that no operator 

would send one tourist raft, which 

should always be accompanied by a 

rescue raft or kayak or alternatively 

one rescue raft should be sent with three 

tourist rafts in a group.  

 The operation of ATVs and snow scooters 

was stopped because it was found that the 

date of fitness of all these vehicles had 

expired on April 30, 2020. 

 The fitness of 34 ATVs and 29 snow 

scooters had been validated up to February 

5, 2023, therefore, there was now no 

objection now. 

5. 11TH INTERNATIONAL 

HERITAGE TOURISM 

CONCLAVE 

 PHD Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry (PHDCCI) organized its 

flagship event – 11th International 

Heritage Tourism Conclave, with the 

theme ‘Heritage as a key driver of 

Sustainability’ on 22 April 2022 at 

Welcome Heritage Elysium Resort & Spa, 

Shimla. 

 Building on the previous 10 editions, the 

Conclave deliberated on how tourism 

and culture sectors can work together 

more collaboratively and increase public-

private partnerships to ensure the 
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protection of Cultural and Natural 

Heritage while extending benefits to local 

communities. 

 Himachal Pradesh is a rightly chosen 

destination for heritage conclave.  

 Heritage does not exist only in buildings 

but also in rivers, lakes, forests, temples 

and culture. 

 For promoting tourism in the state, the 

idea of bird festival should be started in 

Himachal Pradesh which will invite bird 

watchers, bird photographers and bird 

lovers not only from India but worldwide. 

To solve the problem of rough terrain and 

connectivity, sustainable infrastructure 

development is an important element. Not 

only sustainable infrastructure but also 

environment friendly practices and 

activities are required to support 

sustainable tourism. One must preserve 

the environment, the real heritage for 

sustainable future. 

 PHDCCI stands committed towards 

strengthening the Tourism sector in India, 

especially Heritage Tourism. The idea of 

Heritage Tourism Conclave was 

conceived in the year 2011.  

 Past 10 Heritage Tourism Conclaves 

held in different parts of the country speak 

volumes about its commitment to boost 

the sector. 

 PHDCCI and its Knowledge Partner – 

ORG India jointly released a Knowledge 

Report titled ‘Heritage as a key driver of 

Sustainability’. The report gives a holistic 

view of heritage tourism worldwide and in 

the country. The report provides ample 

scope and opportunities to preserve the 

world’s cultural and natural heritage. 

 Tourism creates immense opportunities 

for inclusive growth and sustainable 

development through job creation, 

regeneration of rural and urban areas and 

appreciation and protection of natural and 

cultural heritage.  

 Heritage Tourism in India is a real 

treasure as there are numerous cultural, 

historical and natural resources. Some 

cities have become famous due to the 

presence of these heritage sites. 

 Himachal Pradesh has something in store 

for all aspects of tourism; its beauty lies in 

its diversity. Cultural Heritage – both 

tangible and intangible are resources that 

need to be protected and carefully 

managed.  

 It is fundamental that tourism authorities 

study how best to develop these cultural 
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heritage sites while protecting and 

preserving them for the long-term. 

 A great deal of tourism relies on places 

with natural, indigenous and historic 

significance which tourism products are 

based. In order to respect the cultural 

significance of the destination, people 

involve in tourism industry need to be 

sensitive to cultural groups who have a 

special interest in them and they need to 

be directly involve in the planning and 

promotion of the destination. 

 Over two years being lost and with the 

pandemic hitting across many countries, 

calls for new partnerships and 

collaboration that shall reinvent and 

diversify the offerings of Cultural and 

Heritage Tourism with a more significant 

focus on sustainability. 

 Culture and heritage act as an engine for 

tourism development that is genuinely 

sustainable.  

 A Heritage Walk was be organized on 23 

April 2022 from 7:00 AM onwards around 

the Queen of Hills for the delegates to 

enjoy the heritage city of Shimla, not only 

as a past but as a living tradition. 

 The Conclave was supported by the 

Ministry of Tourism, Government of 

India, Superior Industries, Pawan Hans 

Limited and Depioneer Holidays India. 

6. STATE’S FIRST CLEAN STREET 

HUB MADE IN TOURISM 

SECTOR KASAULI 

 Tourism sector Kasauli’s market has been 

made the first clean street food hub.  

 The first license has been issued to any 

market in the state from FSSAI.  

 In the heritage market of Kasauli, 25 

food shops were selected under the 

campaign and audited. 

 Now the license has been issued to 

Kasauli. After getting the license, 

shopkeepers related to food items will 

work according to the rules.  

 Apart from this, the work from 

manufacturing to selling of food items will 

be done according to the instructions 

issued.  

 Food vendors will benefit from the 

scheme, while people will get clean and 

healthy food items. 

 Work has been started under the scheme 

in every district.  

 The department has selected the major 

sites in the Eat Right campaign.  
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 In the first phase in Solan, the heritage 

market of tourism area Kasauli has been 

selected. The department has informed the 

vendors in the heritage market.  

 FSSAI has declared Kasauli market as 

a clean street food hub by February 8, 

2024. 

FOOD LICENSE FOR ALL 

 After including the Heritage Market of 

Kasauli in the campaign by the Food 

Safety Department, samples were filled 

for testing on the basis of surveillance of 

water and food items. These samples have 

been passed. Along with this, the licenses 

of the shopkeepers were also renewed 

while samples of water and food items 

would be checked after every three 

months. With this, all the shopkeepers will 

have food licenses. Their details can also 

be taken online. 

7. RAFTING GUIDES IN KULLU 

DISTRICT 

 Girls are bring trained to become rafting 

guides in the Kullu district.  

 35 candidates, including 6 girls, 

participated in the 14-day second training 

camp conducted by the Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee Institute of Mountaineering 

and Allied Sports in collaboration with 

the H.P. Kaushal Vikas Nigam at the 

Rafting Centre at Pirdi. 

 15 girls have taken training at the Rafting 

Centre in Kullu in 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE 

(COE) IN TOURISM AND 

HOSPITALITY  

 HPKVN and Lemon Tree Hotels Ltd. 

JV with Mind Leaders Learning India 

signed a Contract for Consulting Services 

for Operating partner for operationalising 

the Centre of Excellence (CoE) in 

Tourism and Hospitality at Waknaghat, 

Solan.  

 HPKVN intended to engage a reputed 

institution/organization to perform the 

duties of an independent ‘Operating 

Partner’ for providing advanced 

occupational training courses in 5 

domains of Tourism & Hospitality 

sectors which may include amongst 

others:  
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 Hotel Operations and 

Management.  

 Food & Beverage Operations and 

Management.  

 Food & Beverage Production. 

 Food Technology.  

 Fitness & Wellness. 

 The Operating Partner will operationalize 

the COE using a Learning Enterprise 

Model (LEM) wherein, in addition to the 

high end training, students will get an 

opportunity to work real time in the Hotel 

located within the campus and provide 

service to visitors and produce 

commercial products for sale in the COE. 

The period of the Contract with the 

Operating Partner shall be Five years from 

the date of Mobilization. 

 

 

 

 

9. KANGRA APP AND KANGRA 

HAMPER 

 Chief Minister has launched Kangra App 

and Apna Kangra hamper (product 

prepared by self help groups) from 

Dharamshala.  

 Kangra hamper consists of several 

products from various self-help groups in 

the Kangra district and the Kangra App 

will help tourists to find various tourist 

destinations in the Kangra. 

 

 

 

 

 

10. AGRO TOURISM UNDER 

MUKHYA MANTRI 

SWAVALAMBAN YOJANA 

 Agro tourism has been included in the 

'Mukhyamantri Swavalamban Yojana' 

by the state government.  

 District Industries Center Nahan has 

prepared an action plan to promote 

tourism, employ youth and promote local 

cuisine.  

 Under this scheme, retail outlets can be 

constructed along with 'Khel Rasoi'.  
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 According to the project, the government 

will also provide loan facility up to one 

crore rupees.  

 People of 18 to 45 years can take 

advantage of the scheme.  

 The local products that would be included 

in the scheme are Sugar, Strawberry, 

Kinnow, Apple, Peach, Ginger-Garlic, 

Buransh ka Sharbat, Juice, Pickle-chutney, 

Desi Cow's Milk, Honey, Traditional 

Cuisine and Handicrafts and more. 

 This scheme will work on the concept of 

”Vocal for Local.” 

 A plan is being prepared to do online 

marketing of local products.  

 There's a plan to increase the economy of 

thousands of villagers through the local 

and wild products of the tribal area. The 

local produce packets will be labeled as 

'Chalo Manimahesh' and 'Hello Kugati 

Swamy' with the logo of Tribal 

Federation.  

 

 

 

 

 

11. REFORMS BY HIMACHAL 

PRADESH TOURISM 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

(HPTDC) 

 HPTDC earned a revenue of Rs 10.35 

crore in December 2021 by adopting new 

strategies.  

 The Himachal Pradesh Tourism 

Development Corporation (HPTDC) 

earned a revenue of Rs 8.15 crore in 

December 2019.  

 Despite COVID, The HPTDC earned Rs 

10.35 crore in December 2021 primarily 

due to the modernisation and renovation 

of properties, better upkeep of rooms and 

work culture and improvement in the 

quality of food and service.  

 More than 9 lakh tourists visited the state 

in December 2021. 

 The corporation started special 2-3 day 

tours of Manali-Atal Tunnel and 

Rohtang-Sissu-Jispa-Keylong in which 

travel, accommodation and food are 

provided to tourists.  

 Food festivals introducing Himachali 

thali and the promotion of prime places as 

wedding destinations are some of the 

steps taken to attract tourists. 
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 Other ideas include making short videos 

of hidden destinations and rich culture 

and heritage to enhance tourist footfall. 

12. SAFETY MEASURES FOR 

PARAGLIDING 

 Home Guard jawans to maintain 

records. 

 Home Guard jawans will also be posted 

at the sites. 

 They will check the indemnity bonds 

singed by tourists and licences of pilots. 

 They will maintain the records like details 

of passengers, operators’ name, insurance 

documents, unique identity number of 

gliders. 

 Only after verification, pilots would be 

allowed to fly. 

 Jawans will be responsible for 

implementing guidelines. 

 Several measures had been suggested like 

constitution of a technical committee to 

check the weather forecast, indiscipline 

and other issues related to safety of 

tourists. This committee would daily 

monitor the situation at the take-off and 

landing sites. 

 SADA would charge Rs 50 per flight. The 

money would be utilised for the smooth 

management of paragliding.  

 Traffic barriers would be set up where 

jawans would check the traffic violations 

of the vehicles carrying tourist to Billing 

from Bir. 

 Speed governors would also be installed at 

different points to avoid road mishaps. 

The jawans would be equipped with 

walkie-talkie sets. 

12 A. ENSURING SAFE ADVENTURE 

TOURISM 

 The District Tourism Development 

Officer shall register all paragliding 

operators and pilots in Kangra. 

 A unique code shall be assigned to each 

pilot and his association.  

 The registered operators shall have to 

display the code and the registration 

number mandatorily.  

 The registration of the operators shall be 

renewed periodically in a time-bound 

manner. 

 The District Tourism Development 

Officer shall through a duly constituted 

technical committee under Rule 6 of the 

HP Aero Sports Rules, 2004 ensure that 

all equipment being used for paragliding 
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shall be checked and duly certified as safe 

for flying, as per the rules. 

 All SDMs had been directed to ensure that 

only registered pilots, who had been 

declared fit by the competent authorities, 

were allowed to take up paragliding in the 

district.  

 The SDMs had also been asked to ensure 

that the paragliding landing sites were 

declared as no parking zones. 

 The tourism officer had also been directed 

to impose a heavy fine on any pilot found 

taking off for paragliding without 

registration or in violation of rules.  

 The SDMs in consultation with the 

technical committee shall constitute a 

local committee for declaring whether the 

weather conditions were fit for 

paragliding.  

12 B. PARAGLIDING BAN IN KANGRA 

DISTRICT  

 The Kangra district administration has 

decided to continue the ban on paragliding 

until it is convinced that the operators 

meet all safety parameters. 

 The activity remains suspended since 

March 10 after the deaths of two people in 

an accident at the Bir Billing paragliding 

site. 

 Paragliding will be carried out under the 

supervision of security personnel in Bir 

Billing and  Indrunag near Dharamsala 

in Kangra. 

 All requisite documents, including the 

pilot’s registration for paragliding, will be 

checked by the security personnel and 

paragliding will be allowed only on the 

completion of the required documents. 

 All relevant information will also be listed 

in a register. 

 The rates for paragliding have been fixed 

in Dharamsala and Bir Billing through 

local technical and regulatory 

committees. 

 No parking zones have been marked at the 

landing site and that log books for 

paragliding pilots will also be mandatory 

so that they do not cross the threshold set 

on the number of flights per day. 

 The District Tourism Development 

officer has been asked to ensure the 

registration of all paragliding operators 

and pilots, who will be given unique 

codes. 

 Testing and certification of equipment 

has been made mandatory by the technical 

committee under the Himachal Pradesh 

Aero Sports Rules.  
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 With the concurrence of the paragliding 

association, a local technical and 

regulatory committee has been 

constituted. 

12 C. REGULATION OF 

PARAGLIDING AT BIR-BILLING 

IN KANGRA DISTRICT 

 The Kangra district administration has 

planned to develop a mobile phone 

application to ensure safe paragliding at 

Bir-Billing.  

 The application will enable tourists to 

enjoy paragliding in a systematic way and 

also help the administration to regulate 

and make all paragliding activities safe. 

 The registration of paraglider operators 

and pilots through the application will be 

necessary.  

 The rates of paragliding will also be fixed 

so that tourists do not face inconvenience.  

 The monitoring of paragliding through 

the application will also be ensured.  

 A logo will be displayed on the 

paragliding aircraft so that people doing 

the adventure activity without registration 

can be monitored. 

 A local technical committee will be 

constituted to ensure safe paragliding, for 

which orders will be issued through the 

SDM. Besides, another committee will be 

constituted to guide the paragliders 

regularly about favorable weather. Testing 

of paragliding equipment will also be done 

every three months. 

 Appropriate steps will be taken for regular 

training of pilots at Bir through the 

Tourism Department. For this, 

arrangements with a pilot training 

institute are also being made. 

 No parking zones will be earmarked at the 

paragliding landing site to avoid untoward 

incidents. The application will help in 

orderly paragliding along with the safety 

of tourists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

REGISTRATION MUST 

 Registration of paragliding 

operators and pilots on app to 

be made necessary. 

 Effective steps to be taken for 

the training of pilots. 

 No parking zone to be 

earmarked at landing site. 

 Local technical committee to 

ensure safe paragliding. 
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13. TOURISM ROADMAP FOR 

HIMACHAL PRADESH  

 As caravan tourism takes off in 

Himachal Pradesh, the Himachal Pradesh 

government is now looking to focus on it.  

 Caravan tourism has become popular 

among travellers, especially since the 

pandemic, as it allows one to remain in a 

bubble without mingling with too many 

people. 

 Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister 

announced during his budget speech that 

the government will promote and develop 

this tourism model, and develop circuits, 

especially at places that do not have 

adequate hotel accommodation.  

 Other Indian states such as Kerala, Goa, 

and Karnataka have already taken steps 

to promote caravan tourism. Caravan 

tourism is aimed to attract more domestic 

and foreign tourists. 

 Sites with traditional Kathkuni style 

architecture will be linked to other tourist 

circuits, and Kangra’s art gallery.  

 Himachal’s historic forts will also be 

developed as tourist attractions, along with 

various mountain biking tracks. 

 The state government will also spend INR 

50 crore under the Nai Rahen Nai 

Manzilen scheme, wherein water sports 

in Larji and Tattapani, paragliding in 

Bir Billing and Chanshal, and Shiv 

Dham in Mandi shall be included.  

 Moreover, the government is aiming to 

develop the conservation of heritage 

buildings, eco-tourism, water sports 

wellness centres, Buddhist circuits, and 

more in two phases. 

 Himachal Pradesh is one of the foremost 

tourism destinations in the country with a 

host of amazing destinations and things to 

do. First and foremost, the Himalayan 

state is known for its amazing trekking 

routes, and experiences. But there are 

ample opportunities and scopes for 

tourism here in this beautiful destination. 

14. KERALA’S FIRST CARAVAN 

PARK AT WAGAMON 

 With the first caravan park in Kerala 

State coming up at Wagamon in the 

district, the tourism sector in Idukki is 

expected to get a boost.  

 The authorities plan to launch caravan 

tourism under the Keravan Kerala 

project before the start of the monsoon 

and it will be implemented by the Tourism 

department with private partnership.  

 The beautiful locations in the State, 

including hills, forests, backwaters and 
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rivers can be experienced while travelling 

in the caravan. 

 As many as 154 applications had been 

received for 303 caravans from private 

agencies when applications were invited 

in October, 2021.  

 For the supply of the first 100 caravans, 

67 private companies came forward.  

 Air-conditioned area, completely 

protected seats, infotainment system, a 

kitchen with all facilities, bathroom with a 

shower and wide sleeping rooms are the 

features of the caravan.  

 The permission for caravan parks is given 

at less-crowded places with natural 

beauty.  

 A minimum of 50 cents of land is required 

for a caravan park. 

 The Keravan Kerala project was 

launched with the aim of tapping new 

technology and facilities in the tourism 

sector.  

 Farming, inland fishing, traditional 

industries, handicrafts sector and micro 

enterprises would get prominence in the 

Keravan Kerala project.  

 Artists, artisans and Kudumbasree 

Mission would also form part of the 

projects. 

 Keravan Kerala Project can be used as a 

learning Model for Himachal State to 

augment another dimension of Tourism. 

15. COMMITTEE TO BOOST 

CRUISE TOURISM 

 The government has set up a high-level 

committee to create an enabling eco-

system for the development of cruise 

tourism in the country. 

 The committee comprises government 

officials and cruise industry players. 

 The government aims to make India the 

most attractive cruise tourism destination 

and the industry the world's largest one 

in the world. 

 The government has set up a Task Force 

under the Secretary in the Ministry of 

Tourism and the Shipping secretary as its 

vice-chairman. 

 The high-level committee will assist the 

Task Force with its ideas and suggestions 

to the committee. 

 Emphasising that the purpose of the 

international conference is to make India a 

cruise tourism hub, the minister said the 

government will provide whatever modern 

infrastructure is required to attain the 

objective. 
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 The state governments will also play their 

role in the promotion of the industry, 

which is seeing demand coming back after 

being hit during the pandemic. 

 India is going to be the most attractive 

destination of cruise tourism, and there 

is no doubt about it because whatever 

potential India has in the coastal areas and 

inland waterways are now set to be 

explored. It is still untapped.  

 India aims to increase cruise passenger 

traffic from 0.4 million at present to 4 

million. The economic potential of cruise 

tourism is expected to go up from USD 

110 million to USD 5.5 billion in the years 

to come. 

 To boost the cruise tourism industry in 

the country, the government has taken 

several initiatives, including infrastructure 

up-gradation, rationalisation of port 

fees, removing ousting charges, 

granting priority berthing to cruise 

ships, and providing e-visa facilities, 

among others. 

 Upgradation and modernisation are being 

carried out at seven major ports in the 

country, including the flagship New 

International Cruise terminal coming 

up in Mumbai with a total cost of about 

Rs 495 crore. 

 The Indian cruise market has the potential 

to grow 10 folds over the next decade, 

driven by rising demand and disposable 

incomes. The government realises this 

potential and is determined to position 

India as a global cruise hub with state-

of-art infrastructure for both ocean and 

river cruises.   

VII. INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 

1. AMENDMENTS IN INDUSTRIAL 

INVESTMENT POLICY, 2019  

 The state government has made more 

changes in the Industrial Policy, 2019 to 

woo investors. 

 The government had notified the 

Himachal Pradesh Industrial 

Investment Policy on August 16, 2019 to 

provide incentives and concessions for the 

promotion of investment. However, now 

based on the demand raised by 

industrialists and the feedback from the 

field offices, the state government has 

made some major changes in the industrial 

investment policy. 

 It redefined anchor enterprises as the 

first industrial enterprise in a notified 

industrial area or the first such unit outside 

an industrial area in a particular 

development block of a district with a 

minimum fixed capital investment.  
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SUBSIDY, AID ANNOUNCED TO WOO 

INVESTORS: 

 50% subsidy towards cost of detailed 

project report. 

 3% interest subvention. 

 50% assistance to be provided for 

transportation of plant and machinery. 

 3.5% transport subsidy. 

 50% assistance for quality certification. 

 25% assistance for setting up of effluent 

treatment plants. 

 50% to 90% net SGST reimbursement 

for MSMEs, and large and anchor 

enterprises. 

 Sunset clause for incentives extended 

from Dec 31, 2022, to Dec 31, 2025. 
 

 

 

CATEGORIES: 

 Enterprises with a minimum fixed capital 

investment of Rs 200 crore and 

employing minimum 200 bona fide 

Himachalis will fall under the category A.  

 Enterprises with a minimum fixed capital 

investment of Rs 150 crore and employing 

minimum 150 bona fide Himachalis will 

fall under the category B. 

 New development blocks of Shri Naina 

Devi Ji, Bali Chowki, Dhanotu, Nihri, 

Churag, Totu, Kupvi, Kothkhai and 

Tilordhar had been added to the 

category B areas of the state. 

 Enterprises with minimum fixed capital 

investment of Rs 100 crore and employing 

minimum 100 bona fide Himachalis 

would fall under the category C. 

 The eligible enterprises for SGST 

reimbursement, who could not claim it 

due to pending assessment of the net 

SGST by the Excise and Taxation 

Department, can now apply for it up to 

December 31, 2022. 

 Five per cent reservation in land/ plots/ 

sheds shall be done where these are to be 

used for the purpose of setting up an 

enterprise by person(s) with disability 

either individually or collectively in new 

notified industrial areas.  

 Existing as well as new enterprises 

providing 5 per cent employment to 

persons with benchmark disability in the 

total work force will be eligible for an 

additional incentive of Rs 1,000 per month 

per such employee for three years. 

2. STATUS OF INDUSTRIAL 

SECTORS 

 Himachal Pradesh is the front-runner for 

getting approval from the Central 

Department of Pharmaceuticals for a 

bulk drug park in Una district.  
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 The drug park project is of national 

Importance and the Central Government 

will provide a grant-in-aid of Rs 1,000 

crore for it.  

 An investment of Rs 8,000 crore is 

expected for the project, which is likely to 

provide employment to 15,000 persons. 

 The government has already submitted the 

detailed project report (DPR) of the 

medical devices park. The project will 

cost around Rs 350 crore and the Central 

Government will provide a grant-in-aid of 

Rs 100 crore. An investment of Rs 5,000 

crore is expected for the medical devices 

park, which is likely to generate 10,000 

jobs. 

 The mining sector had played a prominent 

role in industrial development in the state. 

A total of 491 mining leases have been 

granted in Himachal Pradesh, and 345 of 

these are operational while the remaining 

146 shall become operational after the 

completion of formalities. As many as 393 

stone crusher units are registered in the 

state and 261 of these are running on 

mining leases and other sources while the 

remaining 132 units shall become 

operational after the completion of 

formalities. 

 To accelerate industrialisation in the state, 

the government had created a land bank 

of 3,500 acres to be allotted to 

entrepreneurs for industrial use.  

 The government has notified three new 

industrial areas in Chanaur, Chakwan 

Khani and Chak. 

 The contribution of the manufacturing 

sector to the state GDP in 1971-72 was a 

mere 5 per cent. Today, the sector boasts 

of contributing 28.52 per cent to the 

GDP.  

Year Manufacturing Sector 

1971-72 5% 

2021-22 28.52% 

 

 The state is home to leading global 

manufacturing players in 

pharmaceutical, FMCG, food processing, 

engineering goods, automobile, cement, 

and textile sectors.  

 The volume of exports from the state has 

also increased from Rs 550 crore in 2003 

to Rs 12,313 crore in 2020-21. 

Year Volume of Exports 

2003 Rs 550 crore 

2020-21 Rs 12,313 crore 
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 To address the new challenges of 

industrialisation in the post-incentive era, 

the HP Industrial Promotion Policy 2019 

had been introduced wherein a liberal 

package of incentives had been offered, 

especially to MSMEs. The government 

had recently notified a customised 

package of incentives for projects 

having the minimum investment and 

employment threshold. 

HANDICRAFT AND FOOD PROCESSING 

CLUSTERS  

 To encourage and promote local artisans, 

the state government is developing a 

handicraft cluster in Chamba district, 

which will also get Central grants under 

various schemes.  

 To multiply the income of farmers, the 

government is developing food 

processing clusters. One food processing 

cluster each has been identified in Kangra 

and Mandi districts.  

3. NIPER KNOWLEDGE PARTNER 

FOR SOLAN MEDICAL DEVICES 

PARK 

 The Himachal Government has signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding with 

National Institute of Pharmaceutical 

Education and Research (NIPER), 

Mohali as knowledge partner for 

upcoming Medical Devices Park at 

Nalagarh in Solan district. 

 The State Planning Department has 

sanctioned Rs 74.95 crore to the state 

implementing agency for development of 

this park and the Department of 

Pharmaceuticals, Government of India, 

would soon release first installment of 

grant-in aid worth Rs 30 crore. 

 The MoU was approved by the Board of 

Members from the Department of 

Pharmaceuticals and Himachal Pradesh 

State Industrial Development 

Corporation (HPSIDC) has been 

designated as implementing agency for 

conception, development and execution. 

 NIPER, Mohali, will establish a Centre 

for Excellence in the Medical Devices 

Park that will enable industry-academia 

linkage. 

 The government was committed to 

creating a state-of-the-art sector-specific 

park as manufacturers here will be 

producing high-value products. 

 The state government will explore 

industry-academia linkages across the 

world and directions have been given to 

Industries Department to conduct an 

investment outreach programme with 
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investors across India and countries such 

as Israel, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan 

and Germany, which have a cutting-

edge technology in Medical Devices 

sector.  

 An investment outreach has already been 

initiated and a delegation from South 

Korea visited Himachal Pradesh in the 

month of May. 

4. KANDRORI INDUSTRIAL AREA 

CLASSIFIED AS NEXT 

PHARMACEUTICAL HUB OF 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

 Kandrori Industrial Area in District 

Kangra has been classified as the 

Pharmaceutical Hub of Himachal Pradesh. 

 A lot of Pharmaceutical and 

Nutraceutical units have evinced interest 

in this Industrial Area.  

 Kandrori Industrial Area is strategically 

located on the border of Punjab and offers 

good connectivity by road, rail and air.  

 The State Government is emphasising on 

development and enhancing the tempo of 

industrialization in Kangra region.  

 Mefro Organic Ltd. signed an MoU with 

an investment of Rs.100 crore for setting 

up a Nutraceutical unit in Kandrori 

Industrial Area, which would generate 

employment opportunities for around 200 

persons.  

 Earlier an MOU with an investment of Rs. 

70 crore for setting-up a Greenfield 

project of Nutraceuticals with potential 

employment of 300 employees in Kandori 

Industrial Area has also been signed.  

 Therefore, an investment of around Rs. 

170 crore with employment opportunities 

for 500 persons has already been 

committed and further investment is 

expected in this region.  

 The state government is giving top priority 

to industrialization in the state, 

particularly in Kangra region.  

 State Industries Department has been 

directed to take effective measures in this 

direction with an Investment Outreach 

Programme for attracting more 

investment in this region.  

 The Industrial Development will not only 

provide impetus to the region’s economy 

but also generate employment 

opportunities for local youth. 
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5. SUBSTANDARD DRUGS FROM 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

 Substandard drugs are manufactured in the 

pharmaceutical manufacturing hubs of 

Solan and Sirmaur districts in Himachal 

Pradesh.  

 The Central Drugs Standard Control 

Organisation (CDSCO) declared that 10 

drugs manufactured by nine firms based 

there were “not of standard quality” 

(NSQ).  

 Of these, six were manufactured in Solan 

district and four in Sirmaur district.  

 CDSCO had revealed that nine medicines 

manufactured by companies based in 

Himachal had failed the safety standard 

test in January; among the drugs that were 

found to be substandard was Favipiravir, 

used in the treatment of Covid-19, apart 

from medicines used for heart ailments, 

gout and high blood pressure. 

 In 2021, the HP pharma industry came 

under a cloud when the Punjab Police 

conducted raids on industrial units in 

Paonta Sahib and Kala Amb and seized 

30 lakh capsules of pharma opioids, 

valued at Rs 15 crore. The cops were 

following leads from the seizure of around 

50,000 capsules of Tramadol — a 

prescription drug used to relieve pain, 

notorious for use as a recreational drug — 

in Punjab. 
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 Following this, the Himachal Pradesh 

Police also raided factories in Paonta 

Sahib and Kala Amb and unearthed a 

racket involving illegal drugs with fake 

names, marketed through companies that 

existed only on paper.  

 Clearly, some manufacturers have decided 

to cater to the increasing demand for 

opioids for recreational purposes. 

 Every third drug in the Indian market 

is manufactured in Himachal Pradesh, 

which has around 625 manufacturers in 

its pharma hubs.  

 Nearly two decades ago, tax exemptions 

and subsidies caused a mad rush of 

manufacturers into the state, making 

Baddi-Barotiwala-Nalagarh the biggest 

pharma hub in Asia.  

 However, several companies are engaging 

in criminal activities while many are 

manufacturing substandard medicines.  

 Some are also causing environmental 

degradation by releasing toxic effluents 

into rivulets and streams, as is evident 

from the discovery of dead fish 

downstream in rivers in Himachal and 

Punjab.  

 An audit by various regulatory bodies 

needs to be urgently conducted to get to 

the bottom of the problems caused by 

errant manufacturers and root them out.  

 Multi-agency probe into state’s pharma 

hubs needed. 

6. PHARMA PARK 

 Himachal Pradesh has been sanctioned as 

Pharma Park from Bulk Drug Pharma 

Park.  

 In this regard, M/s JAGS Pharma Private 

Limited will invest Rs 750 crore in 

Himachal Pradesh.  

 This will provide employment 

opportunities to more than 1,000 people in 

the state.  

 Around 20-30 acres of land is required for 

this pharma park and the company will set 

up its unit in the BBN area.  

 According to the MoU, the estimated API 

capacity of the park will be 4,000 tonnes 

including pain relievers, antibiotics, anti-

diabetic, cardiovascular and more.  

 Besides, Kinvan Pharma Park is also 

being established in Nalagarh with an 

investment of Rs. 850 crores through 

which 57% requirements of antibiotics 

in the country will be met.  
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7. CRAFT MELA 

 Craft Mela was organised at the Dhalpur 

ground in the month of March in Kullu 

district. 

 Handicrafts and handloom artisans were 

invited from all over the country.  

 The Ministry of Textiles had approved 

funds for the crafts fair. Funds had also 

been approved for a fashion show to 

showcase local costumes. 

 25 self-help groups selected from all 

development blocks of the district, were 

invited to display their products. 

 Stalls of local cuisines were also put up 

during the craft mela. 

8. ONLINE PROMOTION OF 

HANDLOOM PRODUCTS 

 12 different products including Kulluvi 

Topi, Shawl are available on Amazon.  

 The products of about 295 self-help 

groups of Kullu district will be sold 

online.  

 The, representatives of Amazon company 

have done photoshoot of several different 

products in Kullu.  

 With the sale of products on Amazon and 

Flipkart, women's products are getting 

recognition in national and international 

markets. 

 

 

 

 

 

9. UNNATI PORTAL AND MOBILE 

APP OF HPSIDC 

 An MoU was signed between H.P. State 

Industrial Development Corporation Ltd. 

and M/s Steel Authority of India Ltd. 

regarding supply of steel requirements of 

the Corporation within the State except in 

the event when the Corporation opts to 
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procure from alternate sources owing to 

unavailability of material here today. 

 Chief Minister has launched the portal 

UNNATI and mobile App of HPSIDC. 

This portal would give users the ability to 

work in collaboration with others and 

focus on individual projects. Apart from 

real time collaboration, UNNATI portal 

would allow users to share and work on 

documents together from any place and 

any time. 

 Chief Minister also launched the website 

of the HPSIDC. The website would ensure 

timely project updates to the people at all 

levels besides helping in avoiding missing 

deadlines and keeping workflows tools in 

one place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. FOUR MINING ZONES IN 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

 Four mining zones have been created in 

Himachal Pradesh for effective 

enforcement of mining laws and 

monitoring of illegal mining.  

 Zone 1 - Shimla, Chamba and Kinnaur  

 Zone 2 - Una, Kangra and Hamirpur  

 Zone 3 - Sirmaur, Solan and Bilaspur  

 Zone 4 - Mandi, Kullu and Lahaul and 

Spiti 
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APPROVAL OF 18 INVESTMENT 

PROJECTS 

 The Himachal Pradesh government has 

approved 18 investment projects worth 

Rs 918.08 crore.   

 The 23rd meeting of State Single 

Window Clearance and Monitoring 

Authority (SSWC&MA) chaired by 

Chief Minister  approved 18 project 

proposals for setting up new industrial 

enterprises and expansion of existing units 

involving total proposed investment of 

approximately Rs 918.08 crore and 

employment potential of about 2,520 

persons. 

VIII. PHYSICAL 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

SECTOR 

1. PERFORMANCE OF HIMCHAL 

STATE IN PRADHAN MANTRI 

GRAM SADAK YOJANA 

 The Central Government has released the 

list of 30 best performing districts at the 

national level in the year 2021-22 under 

the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 

Yojana (PMGSY).  

 Four districts of Himachal Pradesh 

have made it to this list Mandi, Kangra, 

Chamba and Shimla.  

 In achieving the target of road 

construction under PMGSY, Udhampur 

district of Jammu and Kashmir has 

secured the first position, while Mandi 

district of Himachal Pradesh has stood 

second.  

 District Mandi has achieved this success 

at the national level by completing the 

target of construction of 421.88 km of 

road under this scheme.  

 Similarly, Kangra stood at number 20 by 

constructing 244.075 km long roads. 

 Chamba is at 21st position with 238.216 

km of roads constructed, while district 

Shimla has come at number 28 with 

211.465 km of road construction.  

 Special attention is being paid to quality 

in road construction in Himachal 

Pradesh. In the year 2022-23 also, a target 

of tarring two thousand kilometers of 

roads has been set in the state.  

 Similarly, under the Pradhan Mantri 

Gramin Sadak Yojana, all the panchayats 

of the state have been connected with the 

road facility. 
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PGMSY – 3o Top Performing Districts at National 

Level during 2021-22 

Rank District Progress Achieved 

during (2021-22) 

(Length in km) 

1.  Udhampur 644.05 

2.  Mandi 421.888 

3.  Pithoragarh 363.383 

4.  Doda 362.5 

5.  Bastar 337.07 

6.  Chitoor 332.231 

7.  Kanker 328.38 

8.  Rajnandgaon 327.884 

9.  Kondagaon 325.92 

10.  Almora 321.87 

11.  Koraput 304.802 

12.  Kishtwar 302.885 

13.  Resasi 299.004 

14.  Jaipur 294.823 

15.  Sundargarh 285.965 

16.  Kathua 275.88 

17.  Araria 263.479 

18.  Jashpur 259.54 

19.  Vishakhapatnam 251.797 

20.  Kangra 244.075 

21.  Chamba 238.16 

22.  Chamoli 237.912 

23.  Rayagada 231.348 

24.  Malkangiri 226.165 

25.  Jodhpur 218.93 

26.  Kamrup Rural 218.77 

27.  Rajouri 215.985 

28.  Shimla 211.465 

29.  West Khasi 

Hills 

210.947 

30.  Jamui 199.738 

  

PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK 

YOJANA (PMGSY) 

 The government had launched the Pradhan 

Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana on 25th 

December, 2000 to provide all-weather 

access to eligible unconnected habitations. 

 The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 

(PMGSY) phase 1 is a 100% Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme. 
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PHASES OF PMGSY: 

PMGSY-I 

 Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana-I 

(PMGSY-I) was launched as a one-time 

special intervention to provide rural 

connectivity, by way of a single all-

weather road, to the eligible unconnected 

habitations of designated population size 

as per Census 2001. 

PMGSY-II 

 PMGSY- II was launched in the year 

2013, with a target to upgrade 50,000 Kms 

of the existing rural road network to 

improve its overall efficiency as a 

provider of transportation services for 

people, goods and services. 

 PMGSY-II was launched for upgradation 

of selected Through Routes and Major 

Rural Links (MRLs) with a target to 

upgrade 50,000 Km in various States and 

Union Territories. 

PMGSY-III 

 In the year 2019, Government launched 

PMGSY-III for consolidation of 1,25,000 

Km Through Routes and Major Rural 

Links connecting habitations, and inter-

alia, to Gramin Agricultural Markets 

(GrAMs), Higher Secondary Schools and 

Hospitals. 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

KEY FEATURES OF PMGSY 

 Decentralized and evidence 

based planning. 

 Standards and specifications 

as per Indian Road Congress 

(IRC) and Rural Roads 

Manual. 

 Dedicated implementation 

mechanism at central, state 

and district level. 

 Scrutiny of Detailed Project 

Reports (DPRs) at multiple 

levels. 

 Strong IT backbone for 

monitoring and 

implementation of the 

programme. 

 Three-tier quality management 

system. 

 An unbroken flow of funds. 

 An inbuilt mechanism for 

consultation with public 

representatives at planning. 

 Selection of roads and 

monitoring stages, etc. 
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2. A ROLLING BARRIER 

GUARDRAIL SYSTEM 

 A rolling barrier guardrail system has been 

installed on the Nahan-Kumarhatti 

stretch of the NH-907A  which has large 

stretches of roads where drivers are often 

guilty of overspeeding by the National 

Highways Authority of India (NHAI).  

 This is the first such system installed in 

the country under a project of the 

Ministry of Road Transport and 

Highways. 

 Sharp curves often lead to fatal accidents 

on this stretch. The system is meant for 

such roads.  

 In case of an accident, it prevents vehicles 

from going off the road and brings them to 

a halt by absorbing the shock energy 

through spinning rollers. 

 The barrier is clearly visible to the drivers 

due to its noticeable colour and self-

luminescence. It will help minimise 

casualties and loss to the vehicles. 

 The barrier has been set up as a pilot 

project. This ingeniously engineered 

system will prevent fatal injuries 

especially in the hilly areas. 

 In line with PM vision of zero tolerance 

towards road accidents, the state 

government has adopted world-class 

technology to make Indian roads safer 

than ever. 

 The barrier had been installed over the 

most vulnerable 208-metre-long stretch 

in Nahan. 

 These barriers are designed in such a way 

that they absorb the maximum impact 

energy and translate it into rotational 

energy.  

 By design, the rotational barriers turn the 

car back in the direction of driving and do 

not let it go out of the road.  

 In hilly areas, most casualties occur not 

because of the impact itself, but due to the 

vehicle falling off a cliff.  

 With these barriers, that would be largely 

avoided.  

ETI – ROLLING BARRIER 

DEVELOPER 

 ETI (Evolution in Traffic Innovation) is 

the company that is credited with the 

innovation and manufacturing of these 

guardrails.  

 The South Korean company has 

designed these special barriers keeping in 

mind the terrains and conditions under 

which crashes happen.  



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com  73 
 

 It is a pioneer in this technology and 

India looks to invest heavily in this to 

secure its highways.  

 With the success of this project, the barrier 

installation would be expanded to other 

hilly areas too. 

 The government of India and MoRTH are 

working passionately towards making the 

Indian roads, as well as cars safer.  

 They have passed legislation to direct the 

car manufacturers to equip modern cars 

with the highest safety kits. This would 

ensure that the number of deaths in road 

accidents would be reduced drastically. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

FIRST IN COUNTRY 

 Rolling barriers will prevent 

vehicles from going off road. 

 Clearly visible to drivers due to 

noticeable colouration. 

 First such system installed in 

country as a pilot project. 

 Himachal Pradesh becomes 

India’s first state to receive the 

Rolling Barrier Guardrails.  

 Unfortunate incidents on the 

roads are a common sight and the 

administration decided to issue 

preventive measures.  

 The MoRTH (Ministry of Road 

Transport & Highways) has been 

actively involved in transforming 

the entire infrastructure and 

vehicular policies to ensure that 

no lives are lost on the roads.  

 This unique pilot project of 

installing the Rolling Barrier 

Guardrails on hilly terrain marks 

yet another step in that direction. 
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3. KIRATPUR-NERCHOWK 

STRETCH IN HIMACHAL 

PRADESH 

 The 4-laning of 48 km long Kiratpur 

Nerchowk (NH-21) is scheduled to be 

completed by December 2022. This 

project will boost tourism and ensure 

prosperity of the people of Himachal 

Pradesh. 

 The travel time between Kiratpur to 

Kullu will be reduced to four hours only, 

with the completion of this project. 

 The NH-21 is slated to connect Manali in 

Himachal Pradesh through this four laning 

process. 

 Kiratpur Nerchowk (NH-21) stretch 

connects the mesmerising tourist place of 

Manali, Himachal Pradesh through 05 

Tunnels and 22 Major Bridges over 

river Satluj in the lap of the Himalayas. 

 The 84-km long Kiratpur-Nerchowk four-

lane project is one among four contiguous 

projects being carried out by the NHAI to 

widen the crucial Chandigarh-Manali 

road from Kiratpur in Punjab to Kullu 

in Himachal and cut down the distance 

between these two places. 

 Work on the project from Kiratpur near 

the Punjab-Himachal border to Nerchowk 

in Mandi district via Bilaspur started in 

November 2013 and was expected to be 

completed in three years.  

 However, it was delayed due to financial 

crunch and finally abandoned by the 

concessionaire company in 2018.  

 The NHAI later resumed the work in two 

phases – “brownfield alignment" on 

which the existing road had to be widened, 

and a 47 km-stretch of “greenfield 

alignment" falling in Bilaspur district, 

which had be to built afresh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.livemint.com/industry/infrastructure/gadkari-unveils-19-highway-projects-worth-rs-1-407-crore-in-haryana-rajasthan-11646844312270.html
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4. PHASE-II OF MANDI-

PATHANKOT HIGHWAY 

PROJECT 

 The National Highways Authority of India 

(NHAI) has approved the construction of 

the second phase of the Pathankot-

Mandi four-lane project between 32 

Miles and Rajol in Kangra district. 

 Global bids for the second phase of the 

project were opened at the NHAI 

headquarters in New Delhi and the work, 

valuing Rs 678 crore, was awarded to a 

Gurugram-based firm, Gawar 



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com  76 
 

Construction Company Private 

Limited. The work for the first phase had 

already been awarded. 

 The land acquisition for the second 

phase was in the final stage, which was 

one of the conditions for the completion of 

the bidding process.  

 Its a major achievement of NHAI for the 

early completion of the Rs 8,000 crore 

four-lane strategic project, hanging fire 

since 2017. The company would soon start 

construction after getting forest and 

environment clearances. 

 As per a project report, now the width of 

the road will be between 35 metres and 60 

metres, depending on land availability.  

 A 2.5-km bypass will also be constructed 

at Rait to avoid the dislocation of the 

market and human settlements.  

 Besides, 11 bridges will be constructed.  

 The 219-km four-lane road is one of the 

strategic projects linking Pathankot 

with Leh, Ladakh and other forward 

areas. Considering defence requirements, 

the Centre wants to complete it at the 

earliest. 

 The report, prepared by Joint Ventures 

and Infrastructure Casta Limited in 2016, 

would remain the same in the second 

phase and only be amended in the last 

100 km falling between Parour and 

Mandi where cutting of a high mountain 

was involved.  

 The distance between Pathankot and 

Mandi would be reduced from 219 km to 

171 km once the road is completed. 

5. STRENGTHENING ROAD 

INFRASTRUCTURE OF 

CHAMBA DISTRICT 

 The journey from Chamba district 

headquarters to Kangra and other districts 

will be easy. There is a plan to extend 23 

km route from Lonvi Jot to Chuvadi.  

 Under the Pradhan Mantri Gramin 

Sadak Yojana Phase-III, the department 

has prepared a DPR of 23 crores and sent 

it to the Central Government for 

approval.On getting approval, the 

department will start the work of 

expansion of the road on a war footing. 

 To reach Kangra from district headquarter 

Chamba, drivers have to travel 130 km via 

Jot and 180 km via Banikhet. In such a 

situation, now the Public Works 

Department has planned to keep Chamba 

Via Jot Marg open throughout the year. 

Once the DPR is approved, the route will 

be upgraded.  
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 As per requirement, culverts and dungs 

will be constructed at many places. It is 

worth mentioning that by expanding the 

27 km route from Chamba to Jot, the 

PWD has already made it smooth for 

traffic. In such a situation, now the route 

from Jot to Chuvadi will be expanded.  

TOURISM WILL GET WINGS, 

ECONOMY WILL INCREASE 

 Shiv Bhagat reaches Chamba during the 

holy Manimahesh Yatra from every 

nook and corner of the country but, due to 

the frequent closure of Via Jot Marg for 

vehicular movement, devotees have to 

travel 50 km extra. At the same time, 

traders coming from outside states in 

Minjar fair will also get benefit from the 

road being open. Overall, if the plan of the 

Public Works Department to keep 

Chamba Via Jot Marg open throughout the 

year is realized, it will give wings to 

tourism as well as increase the economy 

of the local people. 

 The road has been closed every year by 

the district administration for three months 

in winters due to rain and snowfall. Due to 

this, Chamba-Pathankot remains the 

only way for the people to enter the 

headquarters. 

6. OPENING TRIBAL REGION FOR 

TOURISM 

 The Union Ministry of Environment 

and Forest has given clearance to divert 

the forestland in Bharmour for the 

construction of the road connecting 

Uttrala of Kangra district with Holi of 

Chamba. The government has given 

permission to use 9 hectares forestland for 

the road. 

 After the construction, the distance 

between Kangra and Holi-Bharmour 

will be reduced from about 200 km to 70 

km. The road will be constructed through 

Jalsu Jot, a pass located at 3,400 metres. 

 Rs 18 crore had been sanctioned by the 

state government for the construction of 

the road. For the remaining about Rs 70 

crore required for the completion of the 

road, the state PWD has sought funds 

from NABARD. 

 The road will open Holi and Bharmour 

tribal regions for tourism. Now, one has 

to travel a difficult journey of about 200 

km from Kangra to reach Bharmour and 

Holi.  

 Kangra has the air connectivity and once 

the road is constructed, people would get 

easy road access to Bharmour and Holi. 
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 It would open many trekking routes in 

the Dhauladhars and Pirpanjal ranges. 

 During previous government, a tunnel was 

proposed to connect Holi with Uttrala in 

Kangra district. 

 A geological survey was also carried out 

to find out the feasibility of the tunnel. 

However, the project could not materialise 

due to lack of viability. 

 Now, that the project has been cleared and 

when completed, it could improve the 

economy of Bharmour and Holi regions. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

 Bharmour has centuries old temples, 

including the famous Chaurasi temples. 

After the road connectivity to the region is 

improved, the authorities are expecting 

that it can boost religious tourism. The 

road can also provide Bharmour apples 

easy access to markets in plains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. ROAD PROJECTS APPROVED 

FOR SIRMAUR DISTRICT 

 The National Bank for Agriculture and 

Rural Development (NABARD) has 

approved five road projects for Sirmaur 

district. 

 The approval had been granted for the 

construction of three major roads and the 

improvement of one link road in the 

Paonta Sahib Assembly constituency.  

 The forest clearance had been received 

from the Central Government for the 

upgrade of a road in the Pachhad 

constituency and the construction of a 

road in the Renukaji Assembly 

constituency. 

Approval had been granted to the  

 6.5-km Rajpur-Kuthiana road in the 

Paonta Sahib constituency to be built at a 

cost of Rs 10.49 crore. 

 5.6-km road from Santoshgarh bridge 

to Fatehpur village on the banks of the 

Batta river for Rs 7.39 crore. 

 The 1.83-km road from Gorkhuwala 

panchayat ghar to Dudhla and 

Kharonla to be built at a cost of Rs 3.19 

crore. 
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 The approval had also been given for the 

upgrade and improvement work on the 

8.04-km Amargarh-Johdon-Kyarda-

Jagatpur-IPH Colony Majra road on 

the National Highway No.7 in the 

Paonta Sahib constituency at a cost of 

Rs 10 crore. All formalities had been 

completed for all these projects and the 

tender process would be started soon. 

 The Union Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change had also given 

forest clearance for the construction of a 

link road from Madhana village to 

Phandibodiwala via Janglot in the 

Renukaji Assembly constituency.  

 With the construction of this road, more 

than 50,000 people of 30 panchayats of 

the area would be benefited.  

 This would also encourage religious 

tourism in the state, because the distance 

to various religious places would reduce. 

This route would also prove to be 

beneficial for the Renuka Ji Dam 

project. 

 All required formalities were being 

completed so that the work on this road 

could start soon. The long-pending 

demand of the people would be fulfilled 

by the construction of this road. 

8. ALL-WEATHER ROAD FOR 

DODRA KWAR 

 The residents of Dodra Kwar will have 

all-weather road connectivity with the rest 

of the country throughout the year as a 

detailed project report (DPR) of a two-

kilometre road from Pujarli in Dodra 

Kwar to Seva Dogri in Uttrakhand has 

been prepared. 

 The project report of Rs 2.47 crore for the 

two-km road from Pujarli to Seva Dogri 

has been prepared by the PWD. 

 The ongoing works are being undertaken 

by the PWD, Jal Shakti, Horticulture and 

Agriculture departments in Dodra Kwar. 

 The people of Dodra Kwar (about 8,000) 

are cut off from the rest of the world for 

almost four months as the road connecting 

Rohru to Dodra Kwar is closed from mid-

November to mid-March due to heavy 

snowfall in the area. This road would 

provide an alternate route. 
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9. KAFNU-MUD BYPASS ROAD 

PROJECT 

 The Public Works Department is geared 

up to construct a 72-km-long bypass 

from Kafnu in Kinnaur district to Mud 

village in Lahaul and Spiti. When 

completed, the bypass will reduce the 

travel distance between Shimla and Kaza 

by 105 km. At present, the travel distance 

between Shimla and Kaza by road is 460 

km via Sumdo, close to the China border 

in Lahaul and Spiti. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The tender will be floated for the 

construction of the bypass road. It will 

also give impetus to the tourism sector in 

the Spiti region because it will provide an 

easy access to tourists from the Kinnaur 

side to Spiti.  
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 The bypass will connect NH-5 at Bhawa 

with NH-505 near Atargo Bridge in 

Spiti. The 44-km length of the road 

project falls under Kinnaur district, while 

28 km length in Lahaul and Spiti.  

 The state government has approved Rs 9 

crore to deposit the net present value of 

forestland to the Forest Department to 

acquire land for the road project. As much 

as Rs 8 crore had been received by the 

PWD earlier. Soon, the PWD will deposit 

this amount to the department. Thereafter, 

the land acquisition process will begin for 

the road project. 

 The bypass is strategically important as 

it will provide an easy access to the Army 

to the China border in Lahaul and Spiti 

district. 

 It will also give impetus to the tourism 

sector in the Spiti region because it will 

provide an easy access to tourists from the 

Kinnaur side to Spiti. 

10. KAITHLIGHAT-DHALLI 

SECTION  

 The tendering process for the construction 

of the Kaithlighat-Dhalli section of 

Parwanoo-Shimla four-lane project 

likely to start soon. 

 The National Highways Authority of India 

(NHAI) Regional Officer has attributed 

the delay to administrative and technical 

reasons, besides forest clearance and land 

acquisition. 

 The cost of the project has been estimated 

at Rs 3,760 crore and the tender of the 

28.4-km stretch has been split into two 

stretches, Kaithlighat-Shakral (17.46 

km) and Shakral-Dhalli (10.98 km).  

 About 30 hectares of land has to be 

acquired in the second stretch, besides the 

forest clearance. 

 Earlier, tunnel experience was not 

mandatory but keeping in view that 

tunnels would be constructed below the 

city, which has old and heritage buildings, 

stringent conditions have been 

incorporated to ensure that there is no 

damage to the existing buildings and the 

real-time monitoring of the buildings 

would be done. Moreover, it would be the 

responsibility of the contractor to repair 

the road till two years after its completion. 

 The new highway will bypass Shimla and 

reduce the distance between Kaithlighat 

and Dhalli from 40.1 km to 28.4 km. Five 

tunnels, including two twin tube tunnels, 

and 27 bridges would come up on the 

stretch. 

 The NHAI had terminated the contract of 

Chetak Enterprise for the construction of 
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the Kaithlighat-Dhalli section of the 

Parwanoo-Shimla four-lane project as 

only 2 per cent work was executed against 

a target of 30 per cent due to delay in the 

availability of land, forest clearance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. RADIO TOWERS IN CHAMBA 

DISTRICT 

 FM radio towers will be set up in Chamba 

District. 

 An appropriate number of frequency 

modulation (FM) radio towers would be 

set up in the Chamba district.  

 This was informed by Union Minister of 

Information and Broadcasting, Youth 

Affairs and Sports . 

 FM radio towers would be set after 

conducting a survey by the department. 

 The Union Minister also talked about 

expanding the mobile network in the 

district. 

12. WORLD’S HIGHEST & 

LONGEST TUNNEL IN 

HIMACHAL PRADESH BY 2025: 

PROJECT YOJAK 

 World's longest highway tunnel beneath 

16,580-feet high Shinku-La Pass 

between Lahaul valley in Himachal 

Pradesh and Zanskar valley in Union 

Territory of Ladakh will be ready by 2025 

and will provide all-weather connectivity 

between Himachal and Ladakh. 

 The Director General Border Roads 

(DGBR) attended the golden handshake 

ceremony for the opening of the Nimmu-

Padum-Darcha road amidst fresh 

snowfall and in the middle of five to six 

feet high walls of snow. 

 This new road, which has now opened for 

traffic, will be officially opened for all 

kinds of vehicles as widening and 

blacktopping of the highway will be 

CATCHWORDS: 

 The new highway will bypass 

Shimla and reduce the 

distance between Kaithlighat 

and Dhalli from 40.1 km to 

28.4 km. 

 Five tunnels, including two 

twin tube tunnels, and 27 

bridges will come up on the 

stretch. 

 The cost of the project has 

been estimated at Rs 3,760 

crore. 

 The tender of the 28.4-km 

stretch has been split into 

two stretches.  
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completed in three years along with 

completion of the Shinku-La tunnel.  

 Formation cutting of the remaining stretch 

between Padum and Nimmu will also be 

completed soon and a new road 

construction company will be established 

in the area. 

 The Shinku-La tunnel will be 4.25km in 

length at an altitude of about 16,580ft.  

 It will be the highest and longest tunnel 

at this altitude in the entire world. 

 The work on the construction of the tunnel 

will start in July or August ,2022. 

 The exercise to build the Nimmu-Darcha 

road had started 20 years back but the 

work faced many technical glitches. 

 This new road will prove a boon not only 

for the Army but will also bring a positive 

revolution in the Zanskar valley. 

 It used to take many days to travel from 

Zanskar to Himachal but now the travel 

time has been reduced to only a few hours. 

The travel time will be reduced more after 

widening and blacktopping of the 

highway. 

 The BRO's Yojak Project, which was 

formed in 2021 from the Atal tunnel, has 

taken over the Nimmu-Padum-Darcha 

road from Project Deepak and Vijayak. 

 The Atal tunnel, which provides an 

alternative to the 13,000-feet high 

Rohtang Pass, is the world's longest 

highway tunnel above 10,000ft.  

 The Nimmu-Padum-Darcha highway is 

safer than the existing Srinagar-Leh and 

Manali-Leh highways as it does not pass 

near the India-China or India-Pakistan 

borders. 

 It has only one major pass, Shinku-La 

under which the new tunnel is being built 

and that will make it an all-weather road 

providing year-round road connectivity to 

Ladakh. 
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13. ATAL TUNNEL RECEIVES 'BEST 

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT' 

AWARD 

 The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) 

engineering marvel, Atal Tunnel, built in 

Rohtang in Himachal Pradesh, received 

the Indian Building Congress' (IBC) 

'Best Infrastructure Project' award in 

New Delhi. 

 More than thirty state-of-the-art 

infrastructure projects were nominated 

for the award.  

 The IBC jury selected the strategic tunnel 

as the 'Best Project for Excellence in 

Built Environment' in 2021. 

 Director General of the BRO, Lt General 

Rajeev Chaudhry, received the award 

during the 25th annual convention of the 

IBC for the achievement of the BRO in 

constructing this tunnel connecting 

Manali to the Lahaul-Spiti valley. 

 The tunnel, besides offering the armed 

forces a strategic advantage by 

providing an alternate link to the critical 

Ladakh sector, has also been a boon for 

the residents of Lahaul and Spiti District 

in Himachal Pradesh. 

 The region has seen an unprecedented 

increase in tourist footfalls, and the valley 

and state have seen exponential growth in 

the socioeconomic sphere in less than a 

year. 
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ATAL TUNNEL 

 The tunnel, built using the New Austrian 

Tunnelling Method (NATM), was 

dedicated to the nation by Prime Minister 

on October 3, 2020. 

 It is equipped with a semi-transverse 

ventilation system, where large fans 

separately circulate air throughout the 

tunnel.  

 For evacuation during emergencies, an 

emergency tunnel has been integrated into 

the tunnel cross-section beneath the 

main carriageway. 

 Fires inside the tunnel will be controlled 

within an area of 200 metres, and fire 

hydrants are provided at specific 

locations throughout the tunnel. 

 Pollution sensors continuously monitor the 

air quality in the tunnel, and if the air 

quality is below the desired level, fresh air 

is injected into the tunnel via two heavy-

duty fans on each side of the tunnel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. GUINNESS BOOK OF WORLD 

RECORDS FOR ATAL TUNNEL  

 “Atal Tunnel Rohtang” entered in the 

Guinness Book of Records.  

 The world's longest traffic tunnel “Atal 

Tunnel Rohtang” connecting Kullu with 

Lahaul Valley sets its name in the 

Guinness Book of World Records.  

 Atal Tunnel, located at a height of 10,044 

feet has been certified as the longest 

highway tunnel in the world.  

 Lt Gen Rajeev Choudhary, Director 

General, Border Roads Organisation 

(BRO) received the award for this 

remarkable achievement of BRO for the 

construction of the tunnel.  
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 This 9.02 km long tunnel is the first 

such tunnel in the country in which a 

rescue tunnel has been built inside the 

main tunnel. 

 The name of India's most important 

strategically important Atal Tunnel 

Rohtang, prepared with state-of-the-art 

technology, has been certified by the 

World Book of Records. The Atal Tunnel, 

passing at an altitude of 10044 feet above 

sea level, has been officially certified by 

the World Book of Records as the longest 

traffic tunnel in the world.  

 World Book of Records UK, is an 

organisation that catalogues and verifies 

extraordinary records across the world 

with authentic certification. 

 The length of this tunnel is 9.02 km.  

 It has been built by the Border Roads 

Organization over a period of about 10 

years by penetrating the Pir Panjal peaks 

of the Himalayas.  

 Indian and Austrian companies Straubeg 

and Afcon also collaborated in the 

construction of the tunnel. 

 The tunnel construction was announced by 

the then Prime Minister Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee in the year 2002 at Keylong, the 

headquarters of the tribal district of 

Lahaul-Spiti.  

 During that time the cost of the tunnel was 

estimated to be around Rs 1500 crore, but 

Rs 3600 crore has been spent on the 

construction of the tunnel.  

 After the construction of the Atal Tunnel, 

the distance from Manali to Leh, adjacent 

to the China border, decreased by about 45 

km. At the same time, the journey of this 

route has been reduced by at least five 

hours.  

 With this, the tribal region Lahaul, which 

was closed due to snowfall in the winter 

season, has joined the country for 12 

months.  

 Atal Tunnel Rohtang was inaugurated by 

Prime Minister on 3 October 2020. Since 

then, Atal Tunnel has become the first 

choice for tourists across the country. 
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15. EXPANSION OF GAGGAL 

AIRPORT  

 The Gaggal airport will be expanded in 

two phases.  

 The Airports Authority of India (AAI) 

had decided to expand the Gaggal airport 

from the current length of 1,372 m to 

1,900 m in the first phase.  

 In the second phase, the length is 

proposed to be increased further to 3,110 

m.  

 Planes will be able to fly with full 

capacity 

 For the first phase of expansion, the AAI 

would have to construct a bridge over the 

Manji river that flows through the area.  

 A proposal was mooted to either construct 

a bridge over the Manji for the expansion 

of the airport or to divert the river. 

Irrigation and Public Health Department 

(IPH) rejected the possibility of diverting 

the river.  

 Deliberations were held over the 

structural strength and design of the 

bridge to be constructed over the river 

that could sustain the weight of planes that 

land at the airport. 

CATCHWORDS: 

4G CONNECTIVITY IN THE TUNNEL 

 This is the world's first tunnel in 

which 4G connectivity has been 

provided. Atal Tunnel is no less than 

a wonder. This tunnel is special for 

its features.  

 The tunnel has an emergency tunnel 

every 500 meters, which exits at both 

ends of the tunnel.  

 There is an emergency 4G phone 

facility every 150 meters.  

 There are CCTVs every 60 metres.  

 There is a control room of the entire 

tunnel at both ends of Atal Tunnel 

Rohtang. From here everyone is 

closely monitored.  

 Atal Tunnel Rohtang Escape Tunnel 

will rescue the stranded people in 

case of disaster. It is made optional. 

One end of which opens in the North 

while the other in the South Portal.  

 In the escape tunnel, boards showing 

the distance of both ends have been 

installed under the emergency egress 

door.  

 There is a two kilometer high 

mountain above the tunnel. Due to 

this, the tunnel had to be given a 

heavy support system.  
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 A proposal had been mooted for the 

expansion of the Gaggal airport in two 

phases.  

 If the length of the airstrip was expanded 

by 600 metres, as had been proposed in 

the first phase, it would help airplanes in 

taking off and landing at the airport with 

full capacity.  

 At present, 70-seater planes landing at 

the Gaggal airport are allowed to carry 

50 passengers, which is responsible for the 

high airfares. 

 The Union Ministry of Finance has 

sanctioned Rs 400 crore for the the 

airport expansion project.  

 Initially, a proposal was mooted for the 

acquisition of about 144 hectares, 

including 120 hectares of private parties, 

for the purpose. However, if the airport is 

expanded in two phases, less land will be 

required. 

 Gaggal residents allege that due to the 

delay in the expansion of the airport, they 

have been living in uncertainty. They are 

not in a position to remodel or expand 

their houses or business enterprises in the 

current situation. The government should 

take early and definite decision on the 

project. 

16. DEVELOPMENT OF 

GREENFIELD AIRPORT IN 

MANDI DISTRICT 

 A Joint Venture Agreement for 

development of Greenfield airport at 

Nagchala in district Mandi was signed in 

the presence of Himachal Chief Minister 

and Union Minister for Civil Aviation at 

New Delhi. The agreement will pave the 

way for development of the airport in 

Mandi, a dream project of the Chief 

Minister. 

 It will not only improve air connectivity to 

the state but will also boost tourism 

besides generating employment 

opportunities for local youth.  

 The airport will also enable wide bodied 

aircraft which also includes landing of 

international flights.   

 The Greenfield Airport will be 

developed with a proposed runway of 

3150 meters for which land 2840 Bighas 

has been identified.  

 The Airport Authority of India (AAI) 

has also conducted the Obstacle 

Limitation Surface (OLS) survey and 

Light Detection and Ranging (LIDAR) 

survey. 
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 According to OLS and LIDAR survey 

reports, the airport at Mandi is feasible 

and suitable for round the year operations 

along with night landing and operation of 

AB-320 type of aircraft.   

17. DOPPLER VERY HIGH 

FREQUENCY OMNI RANGE 

(DVOR)  

 The Airports Authority of India (AAI) 

will set up the Doppler Very High 

Frequency Omni Range (DVOR) near 

the Bhuntar airport.  

 Once the DVOR station is set up, the 

chances of air operations during bad 

weather would improve significantly.  

 The DVOR and the Distance Measuring 

Equipment will be set up on the top of 

Thachi Hill on the border of Kullu and 

Mandi districts, about 60 km from the 

Bhuntar airport. 

 DVOR and the DME would help an 

aircraft to accurately predict its direction 

and distance during the flight. 

 An AAI team, Communication Navigation 

Surveillance System (CNS), General 

Manager, North Zone, has inspected the 

DVOR site.   

 

 

 

 

 

18. HELIPORT NEAR SANJAULI-

DHALLI 

 Chief Minister has inaugurated Heliport 

near Sanjauli-Dhalli bye-pass 

constructed by spending an amount of Rs. 

18 crore.  

 The Government of India has provided 

Rs. 12.13 crore for construction of this 

project under Himalayan Circuit of the 

Swadesh Darshan programme and Rs. 6 

crore under UDAN-2 of Central 

Government.  

 This heliport would not only provide 

much needed relief to the high-end tourists 

visiting the State, besides being effectively 

used in case of medical emergency as this 

heliport was near IGMC, Shimla.  

 This three-storeyed heliport has all the 

modern facilities like reception counter, 

heliport manager office, ticket counter and 

VIP lounge etc.  

 The heliport also has Porata Cabin 

facilities for arrival of passengers, parking 
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for 50 vehicles, deck for helicopter and 

safety net.  

 This heliport has spread in an area of 10.3 

bigha land and has been beautified by 

mural painting and has been fully 

equipped with CCTV/Surveillance 

system. Heliports were also being 

constructed at Baddi, Rampur and 

Mandi under Udaan-2 scheme of 

Government of India.  

 The State Government would soon send a 

proposal of construction of new heliports 

at Reckong Peo, Chamba, Dhalousie, 

Jhanjeli, Jawalaji etc. to the Ministry of 

Tourism and Civil Aviation which 

would give new fillip to tourism activities 

in these areas.  

 Special emphasis was being laid on air 

connectivity along with four laning of 

National Highways connecting main 

tourist destinations in the State. At present 

there are 64 helipads in the state and 38 

new helipads were being constructed by 

the state government. 

 Heliports and helipads would prove 

beneficial in near feature from tourism, 

connectivity and emergency point of 

view. These would also facilitate during 

rescue operations and in transporting 

patients to big hospitals in emergency 

situation. Heliport would prove boon in 

enhancing tourism and economic 

activities in Himachal Pradesh. 

19. DHARAMSHALA-MCLEODGANJ 

ROPEWAY  

 The construction of an aerial ropeway 

project connecting the two tourist 

hotspots of Himachal Pradesh - 

Dharamshala and McLeodgunj - is 

complete and the ropeway is now 

operational. 

 The project was executed by 

Dharamshala Ropeway Limited, a 

company owned by Tata Realty and 

Infrastructure Ltd (TRIL). TRIL has a 76 

per cent stake in the company. 

 The 1.8 kilometres monocable detachable 

ropeway project can carry 1000 

passengers per hour per direction.  

 The cost of one-way travel for one person 

is fixed at ₹ 300, and the two-way tariff is 

₹ 500 per person. 

 Constructed at an estimated cost of about 

₹ 207 crores, the Dharamsala-

McLeodganj ropeway has 2 stations and 

10 towers, and 18 gondolas (cabins).  

 The top station is right in front of the 

Dalai Lama Temple in McLeodganj. 

 The ropeway was developed by deploying 

Monocable Detachable Ropeway 
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system, an urban transport technology that 

has been widely adopted in Western 

countries of Europe, USA and Canada. 

 The ropeway reduces the distance between 

the two tourist spots by 9 kilometres and 

saves around 40 per cent of the travel 

time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20. ROPEWAY FROM BHANAUDI 

TO KILLAR 

 21-km Ropeway from Bhanaudi to Killar, 

the headquarters of Pangi, in Chamba 

district has been approved by the Centre.  

 It is to be constructed at a cost of ₹1,000 

crore. 

 The area from Bhanaudi to Killar 

remained closed for six months in a year 

due to snowfall. 

 Now, this ropeway will strengthen 

tourism in the area as the area would 

remain connected even after snowfall. 

 

21. MATA BAGLAMUHKI 

ROPEWAY 

 Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister has laid 

the foundation stone of 800-meter Mata 

Baglamuhki ropeway for Baglamukhi 

temple in Mandi district. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 In 2015, TRIL emerged as the lowest 

bidder to develop the ropeway in a 

private-public partnership mode was 

with a concession period of 40 years. 

 Following the successful bid, TRIL 

was awarded the project. A 

Memorandum Of Understanding 

(MoU) for constructing the ropeway 

was signed between the Himachal 

Pradesh government and TRIL. 

 The Himachal Pradesh government 

agreed to construct multilevel parking 

near the take-off point of the ropeway 

in Dharamshala. The multilevel 

parking was funded under the Smart 

City Mission of the union 

government. 

 After securing in-principle clearances 

from the forest department for 

developing the ropeway project, 

TRIL began construction work in 

2017. 

 The project faced a significant hurdle 

as state forest authorities delayed 

providing clearance for constructing 

multilevel parking on 0.72-hectare 

forest land for the Dharamsala-

McLeodganj ropeway. The 

completion of the project was further 

delayed due to Covid-19 pandemic. 
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 This ropeway would be the first such 

project in the State being constructed after 

the Central Government allowed 

construction of ropeways for rural 

connectivity through NABARD funding. 

 This ropeway would be constructed within 

a year by spending an amount of Rs 50 

crore.  

 It would be constructed by M/a 

Doppelmayr India Private Limited and 

BEKAM Infra Limited by using aerial 

tram way technology and in accordance 

with CEN Standards on Engineering 

Procurement and Construction Mode. 

 One end of this ropeway walls in Drang 

Vidhan Sabha area and another in Seraj 

Vidhan Sabha area. 

 The matter for seeking higher VGF for 

ropeway projects on PPP mode with cost 

sharing by the Government of India and 

State in the ratio of 90:10 has been taken 

up with the Union Government. 

 The State Government has also posed four 

ropeways to National Highway Logistic 

Management Limited for funding to the 

Centre.  

 Out of these DPRs (Detailed Project 

Reports), one has been prepared for a 

ropeway from Bharmour to Bharmani 

Mata Temple in Chamba district to be 

constructed at a cost of Rs 120 crore. 

 Another ropeway posed for funding are Rs 

605 crore Palampur-Thaatri-Chaugan 

in Kangra district; Rs 200 crore Bijli 

Mahadev in Kullu district; and ropeway 

from Shirgul Mahadev Temple to 

Churdhar in Sirmour district. 

22. PARVATMALA PROGRAM  

 Union Finance Minister has announced 

the National Ropeways Development 

Programme — “Parvatmala”. 

PIONEER STUDY 

 The Ministry of Road Transport and 

Highways (MoRTH) had earlier 

commissioned a study by M/s Mckinsey & 

Co. for ropeway development in the 

country. The study suggested that the 

ministry may institute a National 

Ropeway Development Programme 

named “Parvatmala”, on the lines of the 

“Bharatmala” programme. 

MODE OF OPERATION 

 The programme will be taken up on PPP 

mode and is designed to be a preferred 

ecologically sustainable alternative in 

place of conventional roads in difficult 

hilly areas. This may also cover congested 
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urban areas, where conventional mass 

transit systems are not feasible. 

SCOPE OF APPLICATION 

 Contracts for 8 ropeway projects for a 

length of 60 km will be awarded in 2022-

23. The scheme will be initially rolled out 

in Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, 

Manipur, Jammu and Kashmir and the 

other northeastern states. 

RATIONALE BEHIND THE PROGRAM 

 Cable propelled transit, i.e. ropeways, 

have emerged as an alternative mobility 

transport solution in areas where other 

modes of transportation are infeasible, for 

example, in hilly areas. 

 Developing an efficient transport 

network is a big challenge in hilly areas.  

 The rail and air transport networks are 

limited in these areas, while the 

development of the road network has 

technical challenges. 

 In this backdrop, ropeways have emerged 

as a convenient and safe alternative. 

 Ropeway projects are built in a straight 

line over a hilly terrain which results in 

lower land acquisition costs. Thus, 

ropeway projects’ happen to be more 

economical than roadways, even though 

the construction cost per km is higher than 

roadways. 

 On level ground, the cost of ropeways is 

competitive with narrow-gauge 

railroads; in the mountains, the ropeway 

is far superior.  

 The average cost of a ropeway is Rs 50 

crore per kilometre, which can further 

reduce to Rs 20-30 crore with indigenous 

components. 

 Ropeway has multiple cars propelled by a 

single power-plant and drive mechanism 

which reduces both construction and 

maintenance costs. The use of a single 

operator for an entire ropeway is a further 

saving, in labour costs. 

 Low footprint of ropeway is a key 

enabler for its adoption. Ropeways need 

only narrow-based vertical supports at 

intervals, leaving the rest of the ground 

free, and thus, can be constructed in built-

up areas and in places with competitive 

land-use. 

 At a time when the environmental stakes 

are high, ropeways, due to low dust 

emissions, can be a lucrative option. 

REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 

 The Ministry of Road Transport and 

Highways (MoRTH) has so far been 
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responsible for development of highways 

and regulating the road transport across 

the country. 

 However, in February 2021, the 

Government of India (Allocation of 

Business) Rules 1961 was amended, to 

enable the Ministry to also look after the 

development of ropeways and 

alternative mobility solutions. 

 The move will give a boost to the sector 

by setting up a regulatory regime. The 

Ministry will also be responsible for the 

development of ropeways and alternative 

mobility solutions technology, as well as 

construction, research, and policy-making 

in this area. 

 Formulation of institutional, financial, and 

regulatory frameworks for the technology 

will also fall under the ambit of this 

allocation. 

INDIAN EXPERIENCE 

 India is still in a nascent stage in ropeway 

development as compared to other 

countries. As compared to 4,000 active 

ropeways in France, 2,000 in the United 

States and 1,500 in Switzerland, India 

has barely 65 ropeway projects and only 

22 are successful. 

 Some major ropeways include Mussoorie 

Ropeway, which is India's first 

ropeway; Vaishno Devi Ropeway in 

Jammu, Maa Sharda Devi Ropeway at 

Maihar, Madhya Pradesh, Girnar 

ropeway at Junagadh, Gujarat and the 

recently inaugurated Dharamshala 

Skyway. 

 Built at a cost of Rs 130 crore, the 2.3 km 

long Girnar ropeway is a ropeway on 

Mount Girnar in Junagadh district and was 

inaugurated in October 2020. 

 It is believed to be among the longest 

ropeways in the world to connect a 

temple. Girnar Mountain is the abode of 

Ma Ambe and also has a Jain temple. 

 The Dharamshala Skyway, an aerial 

ropeway connecting the tourist 

destinations of Dharamshala and 

Mcleodganj, was inaugurated on 22 

January 2022. 

 The Rs 207-crore project has 10 towers 

and two stations and covers the distance in 

just five minutes. The ropeway is 

constructed using monocable detachable 

gondola technology. 

ROPEWAY IN HILLS 

 The Ministry of Road Transport and 

Highways (MoRTH) has signed an MoU 

with Uttarakhand Tourism 

Development Board (UTDB) for 
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ropeway development at 7 key locations in 

the state. 

 The Detailed Project Report (DPR) has 

been completed for 2 pilot projects, 

namely, Sonprayag to Kedarnath and 

Govindghat to Gurudwara Shri 

Hemkund-Sahib. 

 Pre-feasibility studies are underway for 

other locations. 

 In January 2022, the National Highways 

Authority of India (NHAI) invited bids 

from private parties to build, maintain and 

operate a ropeway project from 

Sonprayag to Kedarnath via Gaurikund 

on design, build, operate and transfer (the 

“DBOT Annuity” or “Hybrid Annuity”) 

basis. 

 The length of the Sonprayag-Gaurikund-

Kedarnath ropeway project will be 13 km 

and the estimated cost of the project will 

be over Rs 985 crore. 

 Set to be the longest ropeway in the 

world at an altitude of 11,500 feet above 

sea level, Sonprayag-Gaurikund-

Kedarnath ropeway will significantly 

reduce the time taken by pilgrims to reach 

Kedarnath shrine in Rudraprayag district. 

 The ropeway will enable them to travel 

from Sonprayag to Kedarnath in 60 

minutes. 

Country Ropeways 

France 4000 

USA 2000 

Switzerland 1500 

India 65 

 

 The NHAI is also preparing the detailed 

reports for more projects in Nainital and in 

Himachal Pradesh. The identified 

ropeway links include connectivity to 

Tara Devi temple, Hattu Peak, Chunja 

glacier and Bharmani temple in 

Himachal Pradesh with a combined 

length of 42.5 km in the state. 

 Three links have been proposed in 

Uttarakhand with a combined length of 

29 km, including a ropeway link to 

Hanuman temple in Nainital and 

Ghangaria in Chamoli, which is the 

gateway to the Valley of Flowers, a major 

tourist attraction. 

 Proposals have also been received from 

Governments of Himachal Pradesh, 

Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, and 

Maharashtra, Jammu and Kashmir for 

development of ropeways. 
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IN PIPELINE 

 In another sign of ropeway’s growing 

popularity, the ropeway services are being 

conceptualized in public transportation 

as well as riverine systems. 

 Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh is set to 

become the first Indian city to use the 

ropeway services in public 

transportation with Varanasi 

Development Authority (VDA) floating 

the tender for the project in November 

2021. 

 The 5-km-long ropeway between 

Varanasi Cantonment Railway 

Station and Girja Ghar Chauraha 

will be built in PPP mode at an 

estimated cost of Rs 410.30 crore. 

 Varanasi will thus join the select 

cities in the world that use a 

ropeway for public transport. La 

Paz in Bolivia, Mexico City in 

Mexico and Medellin in 

Colombia are among the cities 

that use the ropeway for public 

transport. 

 The Guwahati-North Guwahati 

ropeway built across the Brahmaputra 

River completed its one year of operation 

recently in September 2021. 

 The 1.82-km ropeway is the 

longest river crossing Aerial 

Tramway systems in India and 

connects Kachari Ghat 

(Guwahati) to Dol Govinda 

Temple on the northern bank of 

the river Brahmaputra. 

ENVIRONMENTAL FAST-TRACKING 

 The Environment Ministry has 

proposed to exempt ropeway projects 

from Environment Impact Assessments 

(EIA), which usually is a lengthy and time 

taking process. 

 The move is aimed at fast-tracking the 

implementation of such projects as they 

are important for providing last-mile 

connectivity as well as mobility in hilly 

areas. 

 The Ministry of Environment, Forests and 

Climate Change vide notification dated 2 

February 2022 has issued a draft 

notification and has sought public 

comment. 

 With renewed policy focus and suitable 

incentives, the ropeway mobility can 

improve connectivity and convenience 

for commuters, besides promoting 

tourism. 
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23. 7 ROPEWAY PROJECTS UNDER 

PARVATMALA YOJANA 

 In a bid to improve the first and last mile 

connectivity through Ropeways, Union 

Minister for Road Transport and 

Highways along with Chief Minister of 

Himachal Pradesh, Minister of State 

witnessed the signing of a Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) between 

National Highways Logistics 

Management Limited (NHLML) and the 

state government of Himachal Pradesh 

for construction of Ropeways in the state 

of Himachal Pradesh under the Union 

government’s ambitious Parvatmala 

Yojana.  

 The ropeway projects of total length 57.1 

kilometres will be constructed in the state 

of Himachal Pradesh at a total cost of Rs 

3,232 crore. This is a significant MoU 

which will facilitate a unique, scenic, 

environment-friendly and seamless 

travel experience for tourists.  

 Thus, by leveraging world class 

technology, seven ropeway projects will 

be constructed in the state at a total cost of 

Rs 3,232 crore.  

 

 

These seven ropeway projects are: 

1. Ropeway project from Palampur Thatri 

to Chhunja Glacier of length 13.5 km 

will be developed at a cost of Rs 605 

crore. 

2. Ropeway project from Shirgul Mahadev 

Temple to Chudhar (District – 

Sirmour) of length 8 km will be 

developed with a cost of Rs 250 crore. 

3. Ropeway project from Lunhu to Bandla 

(District – Bilaspur) of length 3 km will 

be developed with a cost of Rs 150 crore. 

4. Ropeway project from Himani to 

Chamunda (District – Kangra) of length 

6.5 km will be developed with a cost of Rs 

289 crore. 

5. Ropeway project at Bijli Mahadev 

Temple (District – Kullu) of length 3.2 

km will be developed with a cost of Rs 

200 crore. 

6. Ropeway project from Bharmour to 

Bharmani Mata Temple of length 2.5 

km will be developed with a cost of Rs 

120 crore. 

7. Ropeway project from Killar to Sacch 

Pass (District – Chamba) of length 20.4 

km will be developed with a cost of Rs 

1,618 crore. 
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Ropeway Project Length Cost 

Palampur Thatri to 

Chhunja Glacier 

13.5 km Rs. 605 

crore 

Shirgul Mahadev 

Temple to Chudhar 

(District – Sirmour) 

8 km Rs. 250 

crore 

Lunhu to Bandla 

(District – 

Bilaspur) 

3 km Rs. 150 

crore 

Himani to 

Chamunda 

(District – Kangra) 

6.5 km Rs. 289 

crore 

Bijli Mahadev 

Temple (District – 

Kullu) 

3.2 km Rs. 200 

crore 

Bharmour to 

Bharmani Mata 

Temple 

2.5 km Rs. 120 

crore 

Killar to Sacch 

Pass (District – 

Chamba) 

20.4 km Rs. 1,618 

crore 

 

24. STRATEGIC BHANUPALI-

BILASPUR-BERI RAILWAY LINE  

 Himachal state has initiated work on the 

strategic Bhanupali-Bilaspur-Beri 

railway line. It has begun the process to 

acquire land in 10 villages of Bilaspur 

district. 

 The rail line is considered important 

strategically for defence purposes as it 

will be a gateway to international borders, 

connecting the state to Leh with a broad 

gauge line.  

 The railway line will go up to Leh via 

Bilaspur and Kullu-Manali. It will pass 

through seven tunnels.  

 Besides serving strategic needs, it will 

give a fillip to industry and tourism, 

especially in the interior areas of 

Himachal Pradesh. 

 The Bhanupali-Bilaspur rail line will get 

linked to the Kiratpur rail line in 

Punjab. 

 The new line will help establish 

connectivity of the region with the 

national rail network, giving a boost to the 

hill economy. The ambitious project will 

also reduce traffic congestion and high 

pollution levels in Bilaspur. 
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25. INCREASE IN RAILWAYS 

ALLOCATION FOR HIMACHAL 

PRADESH 

 Himachal Pradesh has got the sharpest 

increase of nearly 130% in budgetary 

allocation for railway works for 2022-23 

compared to the current financial year and 

barring Punjab where the increase is by 

57%.  

 The state-wise allocation of funds shows 

that Rs 1,780 crore will be spent in 

Himchal Pradesh during the next financial 

year compared to Rs 777 crore during 

2021-22.  

 Odisha has got the second maximum 

jump of nearly 76%.  

 Against the Rs 5,528 crore allocation for 

the current financial year, the railways has 

proposed to spend Rs 9,734 crore during 

2022-23 for the ongoing projects, which 

include 37 new lines/ gauge conversion/ 

doubling projects, covering 4643 km. 

 While Uttar Pradesh has got the 

maximum allocation of Rs 14,761 crore 

considering the size of the state, the 

increase is barely 16% over the current 

financial year. Similarly, the allocation for 

Uttarakhand is estimated to be Rs 4,948 

crore, an increase of only 11.6%.  
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 However, in the case of Punjab, the 

railways has proposed Rs 3,543 crore for 

2022-23 where the works are 15 new lines 

and doubling projects are underway. 

26. FUTURE RAILWAY PROJECTS 

 There is the need for expansion of the 

railway network in the Himachal state. 

 Bhanupali-Bilaspur railway line: 

Extension of this line up to Leh is very 

important from a strategic point of view. 

A full length survey on the line is 

completed. 

 Baddi-Chandigarh railway line: Land 

acquisition work on the side of Himachal 

Pradesh has been done. This would be 

helpful in connecting with the Baddi-

Amritsar-Kolkata corridor and boost 

industrial activities in the industrial belt 

of the state. 

 Jagadhri-Paonta Sahib railway line: It 

would help in connecting Kala Amb 

industrial area to Baddi-Amritsar-

Kolkata corridor.   

 Upgradation of the Kalka-Shimla 

railway track: The speed of the train is 

very slow and new coaches should be 

added to the train as present ones are very 

old.  

 Introduction of state of art trains on the 

Kalka-Shimla route: It will boost tourism 

and showcase heritage of the State to 

attract more tourists. 

27. THE SKY GLASS WALK BRIDGE  

 The world famous Shaktipeeth Shri 

Naina Devi ji will now be developed from 

the point of view of tourism.  

 The Sky Glass Walk Bridge will be 

constructed by the temple trust on the 

lines of foreign countries. This will 

encourage religious as well as other 

activities here. 

 The administration has sent the file to the 

government for approval. The Forest 

Conservation Act (FCA) process is also 

being completed.  

 The length of this bridge will be 70 feet 

and width will be 15 feet.  

 This bridge to be built near the cave of the 

temple will be the center of attraction of 

the people. 

 This will be the first such bridge in 

Himachal to be built with a cost of Rs 

5.9 crore.  

 The land has been selected for its 

construction along with the Sri Nayana 

Devi cave.  
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IX. EXTERNAL FUNDING 

SECTOR 

1. DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 

BETWEEN WORLD BANK AND 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

 The cooperation between Himachal 

Pradesh and World Bank has been 

increasing by leaps and bounds since the 

last few years and the World Bank has a 

total portfolio of close to Rs. 3160 crores. 

 World Bank and Himachal Pradesh have 

long standing history of engagement and 

developmental cooperation and first 

Development Policy loan (DPL) of US $ 

100 million was extended by the World 

Bank to Himachal Pradesh way back in 

September 2012 and was followed by 

second DPL of equal amount in 2014.  

 The objective of the loans was to help the 

State to move forward on its path of 

inclusive and sustainable green growth 

and it helped the State to usher in policy 

reforms in finance, power, watershed 

management, tourism and industry. 

 Five different programs in the roads, water 

supply, horticulture, forest and financial 

management sectors were going on in the 

State.  

 Green House Gases (GHG) inventory, 

first of its kind in the Country, was 

worked out which helped the State to 

sharpen its policy focus towards green 

and sustainable development.  

 One program with a total loan component 

of Rs. 1500 crore for overall improvement 

of the power sector is in the pipeline and 

a loan agreement was expected to be 

signed by 30th June 2022.  

 A carbon neutral economy powered by 

green energy abundant in the State would 

lead to maximization of returns/savings 

in different sectors viz., agriculture, 

horticulture, tourism, forests, mobility, 

health, water, sanitation etc. otherwise 

vulnerable to climate change.  

 In view of increasing footprint of transport 

sector in overall pollution matrix 

investment support for Traffic De-

congestion in two Smart Cities viz. 

Shimla and Dharamshala by way of 

Ropeways etc. would also be a great help.  

 The State would be requiring investment, 

technical and knowledge support for clean 

and resilient infrastructure in energy 

sector, that is, solar, storage solutions 

especially pump storage and hydro etc.  

 With its huge renewable potential of 60 

GW and empowered by the legacy of 
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technical development the State has an 

important role to play in country's energy 

transition goals.  

 The State would also be requiring 

investment, technical and knowledge 

support on sustainable forest catchments, 

payment on ecological services, climate 

smart agriculture and integrated water 

resources management for livelihood 

security.  

 Since agriculture and horticulture were 

the mainstay of economy in the State, the 

World Bank was also keen to assist the 

State in this sector. Emphasis must be laid 

on a comprehensive policy of energy 

which could be a mix of solar and hydro 

power energy. 
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ECOLOGY SECTION 

I. BIODIVERSITY 

1. ETHNO-BOTANICAL GARDEN 

 The state’s first ethno-botanical park to 

conserve the endangered and vulnerable 

species of plants and trees of the lower 

Shivalik hills in Kangra, Una, Bilaspur 

and Hamirpur districts will be set up in 

Una. 

 The park will come up on a 26-hectare 

land in the Androli unprotected forest 

area at Bangana in Una district.  

 The construction work in the park has 

started and will be completed by August 

month. 

 The park, being jointly developed by the 

Forest Department, Rural Development 

Department and Tourism Department 

at a cost of Rs 8 crore, will be located 

adjacent to the Govind Sagar lake.  

 The Una administration has allotted about 

Rs 4 crore for the park. 

 The park will have a laser area, night 

garden and butterfly park to attract tourists 

while the greenhouse and Ayurveda 

garden will be the venue for botanical 

knowledge sharing.  

 The park will house about 150 rare 

varieties of plants and trees. 

 One block will promote seasonal visits of 

migratory birds to the wetlands and 

facilitate photographers and bird watchers 

to boost tourism. Another block will have 

a six to eight km of eco trail, forest 

observation post and sitting areas. 

 All species enclosures here will have 

signages depicting brief descriptions 

about the plants.  

 A modern nursery is planned exclusively 

for promoting and raising species found in 

the lower Shivaliks. 

 Forest observation posts are being 

planned at the strategic locations from 

where one can feel the vastness of the 

entire stretch of the forest and the lake. 

This will be a great asset for bird watchers 

and nature lovers.  

 Some of the special features of the garden 

would be wooden bridges, café, souvenir 

shops, wooden houses, gazebos, kids play 

area and open gym. 

 The park will generate employment for 

around 1,000 people.  

 Rain water harvesting structures will be 

constructed in the park with an initial cost 
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of around Rs 62 lakh under the “Jal 

Bhandaran Scheme” to create water 

bodies that can store up to 8-10 lakh litre 

of water. 

 

2. HIMACHAL'S FIRST 

BIODIVERSITY PARK TO 

CONSERVE ENDANGERED 

HERBS 

 The state’s first biodiversity park, 

established at a cost of Rs 1 crore at 

Bhulah in the Janjehli valley of Mandi 

district, will prove to be a boon for 

research as well as for conservation of 

endangered Himalayan herbs. 

 The park, will also be a special attraction 

for tourists from across the globe. 

 The park, has been created under the 

National Mission on Himalayan Studies 

(NMHS) project of the HP Forest 

Department.  

 This is the first park in the state that 

will focus on conservation of 

endangered herbs. 

 It has been designed to link tourism 

activities and provide new opportunities 

to researchers to study various medicinal 

herbs found in the Himalayas that are on 

the verge of extinction. 

 A nursery to conserve endangered herbs 

has been set up for display in the park.  

 In this nursery, Trillidium Govanianum 

(Nagchhatri), Dhoop, Picrorhiza kurroa 

(Kadu), Sarpagandha, Swerlia Chiryita 

(Chirayita), Barbari, Angelica glauca 

(Chaura), Coleus gromalicus (Pathanbel), 

Pathar chata, Selinum vaginatum 

(Bhutkesi), Nyar, Valeriana Wallichi 

(Mushkwala), Thymus Linearis (Van 

Ajwain), Kuth, Acorus Calamus (Barre), 

Asparagus (Sansarpali), Potentilla 

Nepalensis (Dori Ghass), Ratan Jot, 

Aconitum heterophyllum (Atish Patish), 

CATCHWORDS: 

FEATURES OF THE PARK: 

 It will come up on a 26-hectare 

land in the Androli unprotected 

forest area at Bangana. 

 It will be located adjacent to the 

Govind Sagar lake. 

 The park will have a laser area, 

night garden and butterfly park. 

 The greenhouse and Ayurveda 

garden will be the venue for 

botanical knowledge sharing. 

 It will house about 150 rare 

varieties of plants and trees. 
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Padophyllumhexandrum (Van Kakdi), 

Dioscorea delloidea (Shingli Mingli), 

Jangli Lahsun and Adiantum lunulatum 

(Dungtuli) will be displayed. 

 Besides, a fenced park has been built on 

five hectares and has several basic 

amenities. Amphitheaters have also been 

built for the convenience of researchers 

and tourists visiting the nursery. 

 Apart from this, two log huts, water 

harvesting structure, internal tank, 5 KW 

power generation project, bird nest, foot-

bridge and sales centre have been set up. 

 Two tree-huts have also been prepared in 

the park for tourists, from where they can 

enjoy a picturesque view of the park. 

Nature trails of about two km, 25-feet-

high and 160-meter-long tree-walk and 

seven foot bridges are the other 

attractions. 

3. TULIP GARDEN 

 The second tulip garden of the country has 

been made ready by CSIR-IHBT, 

Palampur.  

 The Tulip garden in Palampur has been 

opened for the local people too so that 

they can also enjoy the beautiful garden.  

 The tulip plants planted in this garden 

have been prepared in the Lahul-Spiti 

district and are indigenous.  

 CSIR-IHBT is planning open gardens at 

other places in the state too.  

 A garden will be built in the Yol area in 

Dharamshala that would also strengthen 

tourism.  

 Earlier, there was only one tulip garden in 

Srinagar in the country.  

 Afghanistan was the main source of 

tulip plants imports for India.  

 In view of the situation in Afghanistan, 

CSIR-IHBT has prepared tulip plants to 

encourage the farmers.  

 With the establishment of a tulip garden, 

the export of tulip plants from India will 

increase and there will be no need to 

import saplings to India. 
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4. WORLD WETLANDS DAY: 

MIGRATORY BIRD AT PONG 

DAM WETLANDS 

 As many as 1.10 lakh migratory birds of 

110 species had arrived at the Pong 

Dam Lake Wildlife Sanctuary in 

Kangra district. 

 Total population of birds as well as 

species of birds has shown an increase 

over last year (2021), from 1,08,578 to 

1,10,309, whereas species have increased 

from 96 to 110.  

 The Pond lake is flocked by winged 

species every year from Trans-

Himalayan region in Tibet, Central 

Asia, Russia and Siberia.  

 Over the last few years, Pong Dam Lake, 

also a Ramsar site, has become an ideal 

destination for winter sojourn for many 

species of migratory birds. 

 Out of the total number, water dependent 

migratory birds is 1,00,018 of 59 species 

and water dependent resident birds is 

10,291 of 51 species. 

As per the annual bird count undertaken 

by the wildlife wing of the Forest 

Department a total of 1,10,309 birds of 

110 species flocked Pong Dam for winter 

sojourn.  

 The exercise was conducted by involving 

the field staff of Hamirpur Wildlife 

Division. 

 A total of 75 personnel were involved in 

26 sections for counting the water 

dependent birds, strictly following the 

COVID appropriate behaviour and the 

prevailing guidelines. 
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5. ENHANCEMENT OF AREA 

UNDER GREAT HIMALAYAN 

NATIONAL PARK IN KULLU 

DISTRICT  

 The process has begun to include two 

parks and two sanctuaries in the Great 

Himalayan National Park (GHNP) in 

Kullu district so as to enhance the area of 

this World Heritage Site. 

 The GHNP authorities are planning to 

include the Khirganga National Park of 

Kullu (710 sq km), Pin Valley National 

Park of Lahaul and Spiti district (675 

sq km), Rupi-Bhaba Wildlife Sanctuary 

(503 sq km) of Kinnaur district, 

Kanwar Sanctuary (61 sq km) of Parbati 

valley and a 265.6 sq km eco zone in the 

park. 

 Once this is done, the GHNP will become 

the third biggest national park in India, 

having an area of 3,120 sq km. At 

present, it is spread over 905.4 sq km. 

 In the initial stage, the GHNP authorities 

will include the Khirganga National 

Park, a survey for which has already been 

completed.  

 Another survey is underway for other 

areas (park and sanctuaries) to be included 

in this heritage site.  

CATCHWORDS: 

 The total population of the flagship 

species Bar-headed Geese is 47,598.  

 The other dominant species are 

Eurasian Coot (23,143), Northern 

Pintail (4,665), Common Teal (4,558), 

Common Pochard (4,493), Eurasian 

Wigeon (4,149), Little Cormorant 

(3,616), Northern Shoveler (2,869) and 

Great Cormorant (2,100). 

 The other uncommon species reported 

in the lake are Greater White-fronted 

Goose, Lesser White fronted Goose, 

Red Crested Pochard, Ferruginous 

Pochard, Pied Avocet, Northern 

Lapwing, Peregrine Falcon, Common 

Kestrel, Eurasian Hobby, Eurasian 

Spoonbill, etc.  

 During the counting exercise one Bar-

headed Goose with number marked as 

H74 also came to notice. 

 During Larks and Pipits estimation, 

eight species of Larks and Pipits were 

identified and counted. As per the 

estimation, among the Larks and 

Pipits, Sand Larks were reported in 

the highest number at 1,222, Crested 

Lark (331), Oriental Skylark (265), 

Eurasian Skylark (231), Paddy field 

Pipit (181), Tawny Pipit (21), 

Richard’s Pipit (6) and Rosy Pipit (2). 

 The most noticeable increase in the 

population of the Bar-headed Geese 

has shown increase from 40,570 to 

47,598 over the last year (2021). Also, 

in 2022, 14 more species that the last 

year have been reported (2021). 
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 The decision is aimed at protecting 

wildlife in the GHNP. 

 After the completion of the process, a 

proposal will be submitted to UNESCO to 

declare the whole area as the world 

heritage site. 

 

II. DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

1. DRONE SERVICE FOR 

DISASTER MANAGEMENT IN 

CHAMBA DISTRICT 

 Deputy Commissioner has launched 

drone service in Chamba district for 

works related to disaster management and 

Geographic Information System (GIS) 

mapping. 

 Drone training activities were conducted 

by the District Disaster Management 

Authority (DDMA) at the historic 

Chaugan.  

 Four personnel from the Police 

Department, civil defence and DDMA 

were imparted training in drone operation 

for 15 days. 

 The service would prove beneficial for 

relief and rescue work and for GIS 

mapping under DDMA in the district. 

 Announcement facility is also available 

through megaphone, along with the 

facility of night vision in the operation of 

the drone, which is capable of carrying a 

payload up to 750 gm for 5 km. 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 The state government had 

established the GHNP in 1984 

primarily to protect, sustain and 

propagate wildlife, under the 

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.  

 In June 2014, the GHNP was 

included in the UNESCO list of 

World Heritage Sites, under the 

criterion of “outstanding 

significance for biodiversity 

conservation”. 

 The GHNP is home to numerous 

flora and more than 375 fauna 

species, including around 31 

mammals, 181 birds, three 

reptiles, nine amphibians, 11 

annelids, 17 mollusks and 127 

insects. They are protected 

under the strict guidelines of the 

Wildlife Protection Act 1972. 

 Besides, it is a habitat of animals 

such as blue sheep, snow 

leopard, Himalayan brown bear, 

Himalayan tahr and musk deer. 
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2. EARLY LANDSLIDE WARNING 

SYSTEMS FOR KANGRA 

DISTRICT 

 The district administration of Kangra has 

signed a memorandum of understanding 

(MoU) with IIT Mandi for development 

of satellite-based subsidence system 

profile for Kangra district and its 

adjoining areas.  

 The system would act as an early 

warning system (EWS) for landslides. It 

is for the first time that such a system 

would be developed in the state. 

 100 landslide monitoring and early 

warning systems would be deployed at 

certain sites based on analysis to be 

conducted for landslide vulnerability.  

 As per the MoU, it would be the mandate 

of the IIT Mandi to develop machines for 

predicting landslides that can act as early 

warning systems. 

 The IIT Mandi besides developing the 

machines and systems would also be 

responsible for deployment of the warning 

system which can monitor movement of 

strata and weather patterns at various 

places.  

 The EWS would also be equipped with 

hooters and blinkers where ever 

possible. The warning system would also 

include generation of alerts through text 

messages where ever possible. 

 Besides, IIT Mandi will provide faculty, 

staff and laboratory resources for 

research concerning the warning system 

and may use the data collected from 

deployed systems for research purposes. 

The institute would also ensure quality 

and standards of the EWS. 

 The district disaster management 

authority, as per the signed MoU, would 

be responsible for providing funds for the 

development, deployment and 

maintenance of the early warning 

systems as well as other heads marked for 

the project.  

 The district administration would also 

provide staff and systems for saving the 

early warning systems, installed at various 

sites, from theft or damage by erecting 

safe concrete structures. 

2 A. LANSLIDE MONITORING 

 IIT Mandi has signed an MoU with the 

District Disaster Management Authority, 

Mandi (DDMA). 

 The objective of the MoU is to work for 

the development of Landslide Monitoring 

and Early Warning Systems at certain 

sites. 
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 IIT Mandi has partnered with the State 

Government to address the issue of 

landslide. 

 IIT Mandi has robust data analytics with 

on landslides, and it shouldn’t fail in any 

condition. 

 Saving human lives is a matter of utmost 

concern, and this alert system will allow 

the administration to evacuate people 

more efficiently. 

III. CLIMATE CHANGE AND 

ENVIRONMENT 

1. WATER LEVEL BELOW 

NORMAL IN HIMACHAL DAMS 

 As summer sets in over northwest India 

amidst deficient rain and a looming heat 

wave, water level in dams in Himachal 

Pradesh that are crucial for irrigation 

and power generation remains below 

normal. The situation in Punjab, on the 

other hand, is better. 

 The combined storage in two major dams 

in Himachal Pradesh is 12 per cent 

below normal for this time of the year, 

data compiled by the Central Water 

Commission (CWC) reveals. In Punjab, 

the current storage, however, is 23 per 

cent above average. 

 At Bhakra Dam, which lies on the Sutlej 

in Himachal, the current storage is 26 per 

cent of its total capacity as compared to 

the past 10 year average of 33 per cent.  

 The storage at Pong Dam is 28 per cent 

as compared to 30 per cent over the past 

10 years. 

 In contrast, Thein Dam, which lies on the 

Ravi in Punjab, is filled up to 45 per cent 

of its capacity as compared to the past 10 

year average of 27 per cent. 

 As far as benefits are concerned, the 

combined hydel power generation 

capacity of Bhakra and Pong dams is 

1,775 megawatts and the irrigation 

potential is 676 thousand hectares.  

 Pong has a hydel capacity of 600 

megawatts with an irrigation potential of 

348 thousand hectares. 

 While temperatures over most parts of 

northwest India have been above normal 

on several days during March, the weather 

department has further predicted gradual 

rise in maximum temperatures by 2-3 

degree Celsius and isolated heat wave 

conditions over the western Himalayan 

region, which may spur snowmelt and 

consequently increase inflow into 

reservoirs. 
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 According to available information, rains 

in northwest India have also been deficient 

in spring. While rain was below the long 

period average in Punjab, Haryana and 

Himachal Pradesh in February, these 

states remained almost dry in March, 

affecting inflow into rain fed reservoirs. 

2. THE IMPACT OF HEAT STRESS 

 A heat wave is sweeping Himachal and 

the key tourist resorts of Dharamsala 

and Manali have broken the previous 

records of maximum temperatures during 

March while Shimla city has recorded the 

highest minimum temperature. 

RAIN DEFICIT 

District Percentage 

Sirmaur 99 

Shimla 98 

Una 98 

Kinnaur 97 

Solan 96 

Chamba 96 

Bilaspur 95 

Lahaul & Spiti 95 

Mandi 88 

 The temperatures soared during March 

and Dharamsala recorded 33.2°C and 

32.8°C on March 29 and 30, respectively, 

breaking the previous high of 31.6°C on 

March 29, 2010.  

 Manali recorded the highest day 

temperature of 27.5°C on March 17 and 

22, compared to the previous high of 27°C 

on March 21, 1974, and March 17, 2004. 

 The minimum temperatures also remained 

high and Shimla city recorded night 

temperature of 18°C on March 17, against 

the earliest highest minimum temperature 

of 16.5°C on March 22, 2010. 

 Also, March in 2022 was the driest month 

in the past 14 years. A rain deficit of 95 

per cent was recorded during the month, 

which was the highest after 96 per cent 

deficit in 2008. 

 Five feeble western disturbances 

affected the state during March and two 

of them were active that caused rainfall 

between March 2 and 5 and on March 20 

and 21.  

 The state received 5.4 mm of average rain 

against the normal rainfall of 108.9 mm 

during March, a huge deficit of 95 per 

cent, and all 12 districts recorded deficient 

rain.  
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 The heat stress is not good for rabi crops 

as it can reduce the yield and cause early 

ripening of crops, necessitating immediate 

harvesting. 

 The rain deficit was 99 per cent in 

Sirmaur, 98 per cent in Shimla and Una, 

97 per cent in Kinnaur, 96 per cent in 

Solan and Chamba, 95 per cent in Bilaspur 

and Lahaul and Spiti and 88 per cent in 

Mandi district. 

3. AGEING OF SHIMLA’S 

DEODARS 

 The ageing of the majestic deodars in the 

state capital, along with poor natural 

regeneration and tree felling for the 

construction activity, has become a major 

cause for concern with the survival of 

new plantation being extremely poor. 

FOREST AREA IN SHIMLA PLANNING AREA 

Administrative Area Forest Area (in 

hectares) 

17 Green belts 414 

Forest area in Shimla MC 1130 

Forest area in remaining 

Shimla Planning Area 

9118 

Total 10,662 hectares 

 

 Tree felling for the construction activity 

and unregulated dumping of solid waste 

and debris along the hill slopes by people 

is causing degradation of forests. 

 Deodars have reached the maturity level, 

which is an issue of great concern. 

DUMPING, TREE FELLING ANOTHER 

WORRY 

 Tree felling for the construction activity 

and unregulated dumping of solid waste 

along the hill slopes is causing 

degradation of forests.  

 In view of soil conditions and pressure 

of the already existing terrestrial 

development, tree cover has been 

severely affected.  

 It has been suggested that a massive 

plantation and landscaping is required in 

the entire Shimla Planning Area and the 

species of trees to be planted need to be 

identified for specific areas so that the 

survival rate improves. 

 The ban on green felling is limiting 

regeneration.  

 The Forest Department plans to plant 

pine trees on the vacant land patches 

and steep slopes under the ambitious tree 

planting programmes combined with 
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natural expansion of forests to help retain 

the green cover of the town. 

 Several studies by experts in the past have 

indicated that the deodars can be seen 

developing flat tops, indicating that they 

have attained complete maturity. Half-

hearted attempts have been made, both by 

the department and several organisations 

to help in plantation of deodars but with 

scant attention to their survival, the efforts 

have not yielded much results. 

 Soil erosion and landslides, especially 

along the natural drains, is causing 

widening of drains, exposing trees along 

the drain to felling.  

 The soil compaction has led to 

deterioration of soil quality, which, in 

turn, has led to phenomenon of tree felling 

in the entire Shimla region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS 

 As per existing land-use analysis, the 

forests (forests, tree clad area and 

plantation areas) constitute about 43 

per cent of the Shimla Planning 

Area.  

 The predominant species in the 

forest are deodar, pine, oak, kail, rai 

and rhododendron. The town has 17 

thickly wooded no construction 

green belts spread over 414 hectares, 

which includes 314 hectares with the 

government and 100 hectares with 

private individuals.  

 The forests within the Shimla MC 

(SMC) area were managed by the 

SMC under the Himachal Pradesh 

Municipal Corporation Act, 1994, 

but have now been transferred to the 

Department of Forest for efficient 

management. 
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4. WATER CRISIS FOR LAHAUL & 

SPITI FARMERS  

 Farmers of Lahaul and Spiti district, 

especially those engaged in the cultivation 

of exotic vegetables, are worried over the 

long dry spell of weather.  

 They say that water resources have been 

dried up in the region.  

 As a result, the residents of many villages 

are facing an acute shortage of water for 

irrigation as well as drinking purpose. 

 Drought has affected exotic vegetables 

such as asparagus, broccoli, lettuce, 

coloured capsicum, celery, Chinese 

cabbage, Brussels sprouts, European 

carrot, parsley, leek and snow peas in the 

region.  

 These main cash crops of the district need 

adequate water supply for irrigation 

purpose to ensure a better yield. 

 In many villages, farmers are spending 

money to make arrangement of water for 

irrigation purpose. But it is not an easy 

task, as it requires a lot of money to bring 

water from distant places.  

 The state government should come 

forward to help farmers and declare 

Lahaul and Spiti as a drought-affected 

district. The government should provide 

relief to the affected farmers after 

assessing losses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. HIMACHAL’S FIRST AIR 

QUALITY MONITORING 

STATION 

 The air quality in the industrial hub of 

Baddi- Barotiwala- Nalagarh (BBN) 

region will be monitored on a real-time 

basis now with the State Pollution Control 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Long dry spell affects exotic 

vegetables 

 Most of the water resources in 

Lahaul and Spiti region have dried 

up. 

 Drought has affected exotic 

vegetables such as broccoli, lettuce, 

coloured capsicum, celery, Chinese 

cabbage, Brussels sprouts, 

European carrot, parsley, snow 

peas. 

 These main cash crops of the 

district need adequate water 

supply for irrigation purpose to 

ensure a better yield. 

 In many villages, farmers are 

spending money to make 

arrangement of water for 

irrigation. 
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Board (SPCB) having installed the state’s 

first continuous ambient air quantity 

monitoring station at Baddi. 

 The station will monitor eight ambient 

air quality parameters, like particulate 

matter (2.5 and 10), nitrogen dioxide, 

sulphur dioxide, ozone, ammonia, carbon 

monoxide and benzene, and will also 

provide information about weather-related 

parameters on a real-time basis.  

 The station has been set up at a cost of Rs. 

1.75 crore, of which Rs 96.70 lakh was 

provided by the National Clean Air 

Programme. 

 Other such centres were being set up at 

Paonta Sahib, Shimla and Sundarnagar 

to strengthen the air quality monitoring 

mechanism. 

 Seven towns — Baddi, Damtal, Kala 

Amb, Nalagarh, Paonta Sahib, 

Parwanoo and Sundarnagar — figure 

under the non-attainment cities category 

as they have failed to adhere to ambient 

air quality norms. Their ambient 

particulate matter was rated poor by the 

Central Pollution Control Board 

continuously since 2011.  

 In a bid to reduce air pollution in the 

BBN, a comprehensive action plan has 

also been chalked out by the SPCB. 

 There are 519 pollutant-emitting 

industries in the BBN industrial cluster, 

including 52 red and 467 orange 

category industries with cement, stone 

crushers, brick-kiln, metal-finishing, pulp 

and paper, steel/ferro alloy-based and 

electroplating industries falling under this 

category. 

 Bio-mass burning is also practiced in the 

precincts of the area, which impacts the air 

quality. Vehicular exhaust, dust, 

construction activity, garbage burning and 

domestic fuel also contribute to the poor 

air quality.  

 Transportation of crushed stone and sand 

in trucks also leads to high levels of 

suspended particulate matter as well as 

respirable suspended particulate matter. 

But no mechanism has to be devised to 

check these practices. 

6. CHALLENGES OF EFFECTIVE 

TREE PLANTATION 

 Planting trees has long been thought of as 

an antidote to environmental degradation, 

with the added benefit of absorbing carbon 

dioxide. But new research suggests that 

if tree plantation schemes continue in 

their current form, they could not 

only fail to increase tree cover, but also 

lead to huge financial losses.  

https://www.hindustantimes.com/environment/tree-plantations-may-not-improve-forest-cover-or-benefit-people-flags-research-101631876664472.html


 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com  116 

 A recent study examining the success of 

tree plantations in Himachal Pradesh 

has found that “at a minimum, more than 

half of all spending is likely to be 

wasteful”, amounting to at least Rs 20 

crore.  

 The study, titled ‘Predicting wasteful 

spending in tree planting programs in 

Indian Himalaya’, was published in 

February in World Development, a peer-

reviewed journal. 

 The findings contribute to a growing body 

of research reviewing India’s plantation 

policies. Though limited to Himachal 

Pradesh, the researchers believe that the 

study’s findings could be a springboard 

for similar assessments across the 

country.  

 This is the first study to link plantations 

with financial impact. Tree plantations 

are thought of as a cost-effective method 

to mitigate climate change, but the 

research challenges this narrative. 

Only 14% expenditure on plantations 

‘effective’ 

CHALLENGES: 

 Effective tree planting in Himachal 

Pradesh is faced with three major 

challenges.  

 One is that target-based 

programmes focus on short-term 

gains over long-term goals of 

ecological restoration.  

 Another is that tree planting 

schemes and programmes don’t 

necessarily address their 

unintended consequences, or the 

underlying reasons for 

degradation.  

 Moreover, there is a “focus on 

meeting quantitative planting 

targets” that could result in 

planting trees where “they are 

biophysically unsuited or not 

desirable for socioeconomic 

reasons”. 

 The research analysed plantation 

expenditure by the Himachal Pradesh 

forest department between 2016 and 

2019, which amounted to $5.67 million 

(Rs 43 crore).  

 The state government has spent $248.24 

million (Rs 1,892 crore) on afforestation 

activities since 2002. 

 The biggest reason for potential wasteful 

expenditure is that 47.7 per cent of the 

budget for tree plantation, worth over Rs 

20 crore, was spent on “non forest 

unproductive areas”, where the 

probability of tree cover loss is high.  
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 Other reasons include planting trees in 

areas where dryness is likely to limit 

growth (33 per cent of budget spent), 

where contested land tenure is likely to 

lead to conflicts with local communities 

(28.9 per cent), and planting in forests that 

already have more than 40 per cent tree 

canopy cover (38.9 per cent).  

 Only 14.1 per cent of spending is likely 

to be effective, with tree planting 

happening in areas of low-density forest 

(density between 10 and 40 per cent), 

which are likely to be degraded forests 

having high reforestation potential. 

 This indicates that there may not be 

enough physical space to accommodate 

the state’s plantation ambitions.  

 According to the Indian State of Forests 

Report (ISFR), forest and tree cover in 

Himachal Pradesh grew by 912 square km 

since 2019, and already covers 68 per 

cent of the state’s geographical area.  

 If the status quo were to persist, the state 

government is projected to spend 

“$167.37 million (Rs. 1,275 crore) 

between 2020 and 2030 on planting 

trees”, much of which could be wasted. 

 

 

WHEN PLANTING TREES CAN HELP 

 Tree planting can be effective when they 

are designed to be more in sync with 

“local biophysical and social contexts”.  

 By avoiding plantations in areas that 

already have high forest density alone, the 

state government could potentially save 

$63.6 million (Rs 484 crore).  

 Though topography, ecology, and 

climate differ across Indian states and 

regions, the research from Himachal 

Pradesh could offer lessons for other 

states too.  

 Tree plantation programmes could 

achieve greater success by selecting 

appropriate native species and focusing 

on maximising their survival rates, instead 

of focusing solely on the numbers of trees 

planted. 

 Schemes must also identify and address 

factors perpetuating degradation in the 

first place. If those are not addressed, the 

plantations are likely to fail. 

 Experts also agree that community 

involvement is a key driver in successful 

forest restoration. 

 Only 1 per cent of the expenditure is done 

in community forests, where the success 

of these plantations is likely to be higher. 

Schemes should also use a wider variety 
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of species instead of just a few 

commercial varieties. 

 Forest officers should use mobile 

applications such as e-Plantation Site 

Assistant, which help gauge site 

suitability for plantations. 

 The state government was now converting 

some of its pine tree plantations to 

“broadleaf forests” — such as oak and 

other species — which have more 

livelihood benefits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

WHAT GROWING RESEARCH 

MEANS FOR INDIA’S CLIMATE 

GOALS 

 Under the National Forest Policy 

of 1988, India aims to cover 33 per 

cent of its geographical area with 

forests and trees.  

 India also pledged to create a 

carbon sink capable of absorbing 

2.5-3 billion tonnes of carbon 

dioxide, through additional forest 

and tree cover, by 2030, as part of 

the Paris Agreement.  

 The study from Himachal Pradesh 

is the latest to suggest that 

achieving these goals will be more 

difficult than previously thought. 

 Another recent study by 

researchers from the University of 

Oxford found that India had 

“overestimated” the land available 

to meet its Paris Agreement goal.  

 The research also found that 

afforestation activities in the 

Kangra district did not 

significantly improve tree canopy 

cover or rural livelihoods.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/india-set-to-update-its-2030-climate-targets-under-paris-agreement/articleshow/87098192.cms?from=mdr
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7. AMRIT SAROVARS UNER 

CATCH THE RAIN 

PROGRAM 

 In order to strengthen the water level and 

recharge the natural water sources, 75-75 

Amrit Sarovars were being constructed 

in all the districts of the state under the 

Catch the Rain program on priority 

basis. 

 To aware the people on water 

conservation, it has been associated with 

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav and the 

tricolor would be hoisted on all these 

Amrit Sarovars to be constructed in the 

districts by senior citizens (above the age 

of 75 years) of the area or by the next to 

kin of the martyr on 15th August, 2022.  

 All the Deputy Commissioners have been 

directed that new structures of Amrit 

Sarovars should be constructed in all the 

districts on priority basis and adequate 

arrangements should be made to hoist the 

tricolor there. 

 Efforts should be made to conserve, 

rejuvenate and clean the natural water 

sources and geo-tagging on priority 

basis. 

 

 

8. TUNNEL’S WATER 

COLLECTION 

 Seepage water coming into the tunnel 

from mountains will now be harvested and 

collected in water tanks to be used as 

potable drinking water or for agricultural 

and other activities. 

 In an experiment, first of its kind in 

Himachal state, the National Highways 

Authority of India (NHAI) has 

successfully harvested seepage water in 

the 1245 metres long Nela tunnel in Nela 

village between Nerchowk and Pandoh 

on the Kirathpur- Manali Highway. 

 The water which pours from right and left 

side of the tunnel into the rubber sheet 

inside the concrete walls is collected in a 

chamber which is connected through 

pipeline and 30,000 litres of water is 

collected per day and the volume may 

increase during the monsoon. 

PURE WATER 

 By this unique initiative, the state will be 

able to harvest precious water, which was 

earlier wasted and use for drinking and 

other needs. This is almost pure natural 

mineral Himalayan water.  

 The initiative would be implemented in all 

the ongoing (wherever possible) and 

upcoming projects, including Kaithlighat-



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com  120 

Dhalli section of Parwanoo - Shimla 

four laning project in which five tunnels 

measuring five kilometers in length are to 

be constructed. 

 A water tank would be constructed as 

per norms to store the water and local 

panchayats and NGOs would be roped in 

to manage distribution of this collected 

water for drinking, agriculture and other 

purposes.  

 About 35 tunnels would be constructed 

in seven projects being undertaken by the 

NHAI in the state.  

 As per a rough estimate 70 to 80 per cent 

of tunnels have seepage. 

9. HAR GHAR JAL 

 Chamba district has become the 100th 

district to achieve "Har Ghar Jal" status 

under the Centre's Jal Jeevan Mission.  

 Chamba is also India's fifth “Aspirational 

District” to become ‘Har Ghar Jal’.  

 After touching the milestone of providing 

tap water supply to more than 9 crore 

homes.  

 The Jal Jeevan Mission marked another 

milestone of providing tap water to every 

home of 100 districts in the country.  

 The Jal Jeevan Mission aims at providing 

tap water supply to every household of the 

country by 2024.  

 

 

 

 

 

10. SOLID PAVER BLOCKS. 

 The plastic bottles will be converted into 

solid paver blocks by the machine 

installed in Mohal, Kullu. 

 The machine worth Rs 3.60 lakh has been 

installed in Govind Ballabh Pant 

National Institute of Himalayan 

Environment and Sustainable 

Development at Mohal.  

 The machine was bought in 2020 but 

couldn't be used due to COVID but now it 

is ready to use.  

 The machine doesn't produce any smoke 

and is purely environment-friendly. The 

blocks made up from the machine can last 

over 100 years. 
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11. ‘SHOR NAHI’ AAP 

 In a first, Shimla Police has launched 

'Shor Nahi' app to control noise pollution.  

 Through this app, one can immediately 

complain about those making noise 

around.  

 Whether it is day or night, complaints of 

inconvenience caused by loud noises can 

be filed with the police.  

 The Department of Environmental 

Science and Technology has developed 

this app.  

 The app is available on Google Play Store 

and App store.  

 The complainant can also send the photo 

of the concerned place on the app.  

 The facility of knowing the online real 

time status of the complaint has also been 

given in the app.  

 The police administration is trying to 

provide better facilities to the residents of 

the district. Along with this, information 

can also be given on police numbers 0177-

2812344 and 112. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. ANTI FREEZING DRINKING 

WATER PROJECT  

 People in Himachal Pradesh's Lahaul-

Spiti district will get rid of melting snow 

in winter and use it for drinking water.  

 For the first time in the state, the state 

government has approved the anti-

freezing drinking water project, for 

which Rs 13.19 crore has been 

sanctioned.  

 Due to this, drinking water will not freeze 

in the pipes even in minus 15 degree 

temperature in the valley.  

 Three layer water pipes will be used for 

the project.  

 Not only this, arrangements will also be 

made to keep the water treatment plant 

warm. 
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 Due to this, the residents of Lahaul will 

not face the shortage of drinking water for 

24 hours in winter.  

 After this, work can be done on such 

drinking water project in other cold areas 

including Shimla of the state.  

 The Jal Shakti Department is going to 

start this drinking water project at 

Keylong, the headquarters of Lahaul.  

 Drinking water schemes get frozen with 

snow as the temperature drops to minus 15 

degrees during winters in cold winter 

areas like Lahaul-Spiti. 

 In such a situation, the anti-freezing 

drinking water project will prove to be a 

boon in snowy areas. With this, about 

three thousand population of Keylong will 

get 24-hour drinking water facility even in 

winter season.  

 For the first time in this drinking water 

project of about four km long, high quality 

pipes of three layer HDP (three layer 

pipe) will be used. The inner layer of the 

pipe will be of thermocol, while the outer 

layer of the pipe will also not allow water 

to freeze. 

 This will keep the water flowing smoothly 

even in severe cold. This technique is used 

in European countries.  

 Water from the main pipe will first be 

deposited into four storage tanks, which 

will be fully insulated as they go 

underground.  

 Before supplying drinking water to the 

people, it will be filled in the treatment 

plant. This treatment plant will be 

equipped with heating system. 

 The main pipeline will be buried about 

three feet deep inside the ground.  

 This is the first of its kind drinking 

water project in Himachal. It will be 

ready within two years. 

 After the completion of this project, 

smooth water will be available to the 

people in the district headquarter Keylong 

even during the winter season. This 

scheme is being made from the budget of 

Tribal Sub Plan.  

13. DECKS CLEARED FOR 

BULK WATER SUPPLY 

SCHEME IN SHIMLA 

 SJPNL board of directors clears plan 

submitted by contractor. 

 The final hurdle in the way of starting 

work on the World Bank-funded bulk 

water supply scheme for Shimla has been 

cleared.  
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 The Board of Directors of Shimla Jal 

Prabandhan Nigam Limited (SJPNL) has 

approved the System Improvement Plan 

(SIP) submitted by the contractor.  

 The contractor has been given a go-ahead 

to start and complete the work within the 

stipulated time. 

 The plan comprises final designs of the 

scheme and payment schedules.  

 The contractor will design, build, operate 

and maintain the project for 10 years after 

completion.  

 The budget for the project, including 10 

years of maintenance, has been fixed at Rs 

391 crore. 

 The contractor will get 36 months to finish 

the project from the day the System 

Improvement Plan has been approved.  

 The scheme envisages lifting 67 MLD 

water from Sutlej at Shakrori village 

near Sunni to the city through a network 

of 24-km-long pipes.  

 Besides the laying of pipes, the other 

infrastructure required for the project 

includes water tanks at various places, a 

treatment plant, three pump houses, lab, 

office buildings, etc. 

 The SJPNL has already received the FCA 

clearance for the project. Over 12 hectares 

of government land, which has over 1,000 

trees, will be diverted to the SJPNL for 

laying the water pipes. 

 Besides, the private land acquisition is 

also almost complete and payments are 

being made to the people concerned. 

 Apart from the Bulk Water Supply 

scheme, the other two parts of the Rs 

1,813-crore project include the 

replacement of the distribution pipe 

network in the MC area and its upgrade 

to a 24 × 7 water supply system.  

 Additionally, a sewerage network will be 

strengthened and extended to Mehli-

Panthaghati, Totu and Mashobra. 

 The DPR for these two projects have been 

prepared and sent to the Central Public 

Health and Environmental Engineering 

Organisation for vetting. Once it’s done, 

we will float the tenders for these works 

too. 
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FOREST MANAGEMENT  

1. USE OF DRONES TO 

CHECK ILLEGAL TREE 

FELLING 

 Drone cameras should be used to monitor 

illegal tree cutting and mining and 

encroachments. Chief Secretary chaired a 

meeting of the Fifth Steering Committee 

of the Himachal Pradesh State 

Compensatory Afforestation Fund 

Management and Planning Authority 

(CAMPA). 

 To prevent crimes in forests, the front line 

staff of the Forest Department should be 

trained to use drone cameras.  

 Standard operating procedures for 

monitoring forests through drone cameras 

should also be prepared.  

 An additional budget should be arranged 

in the CAMPA for the purchase of drone 

cameras and for the training of front line 

staff. 

2. RISING MERCURY SPARKS 

FOREST FIRES 

 The early onset of summer and prolonged 

dry spell have sparked fires in forests in 

Dharamsala, Shimla, Mandi and Solan 

districts as a total of 445 fires have been 

reported within the first month of the fire 

season. 

 Though the fire season period is from 

April 1 to June 30 this time so many fires 

have been reported within the first month 

itself. A total of 445 forest fires, affecting 

an area of 3195 hectares have been 

reported till date.  

 The Forest Department has pegged the 

damage at Rs 88 lakh. Though a majority 

of the forests where fire has been reported 

are pine some other forests too have been 

damaged. 

CATCHWORDS: 

ABOUT THE SCHEME 

 The scheme envisages lifting 67 

MLD water from Sutlej at 

Shakrori village near Sunni to 

the city through a network of 

24-km-long pipes. 

 The other infrastructure 

required for the project 

includes water tanks at various 

places, a treatment plant, three 

pump houses, lab, office 

buildings, etc. 
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DHARAMSALA WORST HIT 

 The forest fire situation is the worst in 

Dharamsala area with 120 fires being 

reported till now. 

 A massive fire in the Tara Devi forest 

along the Shimla-Solan highway has 

been raging for the last two-three days. 

 The second highest number of fires 

have been reported from Rampur 

division, followed by 83 in Mandi and 

61 in Shimla. 

 

 Pine forests, where most of the fires are 

ranging, constitute about 15 per cent of 

the total forest cover in Himachal.  

 With the bark of the pine trees being very 

hard, a majority of the trees affected by 

fire get rejuvenated but in some cases the 

damage is permanent. 

 The forest fire situation is the worst in 

Dharamsala area with 120 fires being 

reported till now.  

 A massive fire in the Tara Devi forest 

along the Shimla-Solan highway had been 

raging for the last two-three days.  

 The second highest number of fires have 

been reported from Rampur division, 

followed by 83 in Mandi and 61 in 

Shimla. 

 Even though the Forest Department has 

been linked to Forest Fire Alert System, 

where an immediate alert of smoke 

bellowing out from a forest is sent by the 

satellite imagery with the Forest Survey 

of India (FSI), yet this year,2022 the 

situation seems quite alarming.  

 The alert received from the FSI is sent to 

the concerned DFO, Range Officer as well 

as Forest Guard to ensure that there is 

prompt action and the fire is contained 

right at the outset and there is no lapse at 

any level. 
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3. IMPACT OF PROLONGED 

DRY SPELL ON WILDFIRES 

ACROSS HIMACHAL 

PRADESH 

 The prolonged dry spell coupled 

with unusually high temperatures in the 

month of May has triggered several 

wildfires in Himachal Pradesh, 

destroying several hectares of forest cover 

across many parts of the hill State. 

 The early onset of summer in 2022 in the 

hills posed a major challenge for the 

State government’s efforts to control 

forest fires and with dry weather 

conditions and high temperatures expected 

to continue in the days to come, the task 

has become more difficult. 

 According to government data, till April 

28, 2022 , as many as 719 incidents of 

forest fires have been reported across the 

State, affecting close to 5,662 hectares 

under forest circles of Shimla, Chamba, 

Bilaspur, Dharamshala, Hamirpur, 

Kullu Mandi, Rampur, Nahan and the 

Great Himalayan National Park at 

Shamshi in the Kullu region.  

 The estimated loss so far has been pegged 

at around ₹1.40 crore. 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 The Forest Department has 

identified 150 forest ranges which 

are most vulnerable to fire and is 

taking precautions to avert fire 

incidents.  

 Apart from this, about 9,000 forest 

fire volunteers have been roped in 

to help the staff of the Forest 

Department to report and contain 

forest fires. 

 The Forest Department has also 

been creating awareness at its own 

level and has asked the elected 

representatives to educate people 

and seek their cooperation during 

meeting of gram sabhas being 

held. 

 Steps like creating fire lines, 

controlled burning and clearing 

road sides of the dry and highly 

inflammable pine needles has been 

undertaken as a precautionary 

measure. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/intense-heat-broils-large-swathes-of-india-imd-says-no-relief-for-next-5-days/article65366274.ece
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YEAR FOREST FIRE INCIDENTS 

2018-19 2544 

2019-20 1445 

2020-21 1045 

2021-22 1275 

 

 In 2018-19, the State witnessed as many 

as 2,544 forest fire incidents while in 

2019-20 the figure was down to 1,445. In 

2020-21, there were 1,045 forest fire 

incidents and in 2021-22 as many as 1,275 

fire instances were reported. 

 There’s hardly any moisture in the soil. 

High atmospheric temperature and dryness 

offer favorable circumstances for a fire to 

start in the forest. The unusually warm 

weather is a big reason for the spurt in 

fires. 

 The maximum number of forest fires are 

human-generated – many accidental but 

a few deliberate ones. In several areas, 

there is a practice to burn the pasture 

lands to get rid of the dry leaf litter to 

ensure fresh grass growth for livestock. 

Usually, when there is intermittent 

rainfall, such fires do not go out of 

control but when there’s a prolonged dry 

weather, many of these fires go out of 

control. 

 The challenge is big in the hills as the 

mountainous terrain makes it very difficult 

to control fires. Reaching the site of forest 

fires which are often away from a road-

head is a difficult task, but at most places 

where the fire incidents have occurred, the 

situation is under control.  

RAINS UNLIKELY 

 Immediate relief from the raging fires and 

billowing smoke is unlikely as the dry 

weather is expected to continue.  

 According to India Meteorological 

Department (IMD), the maximum and 

minimum temperatures have been 

hovering appreciably above normal in 

most parts of the State and the trend is 

unlikely to change anytime soon. 

 Since mid-March, the average maximum 

temperature has been 4-5 degrees Celsius 

above normal while the average minimum 

temperature has been 2-3 degrees Celsius 

above normal at many places of Himachal 

Pradesh. This trend is expected to 

continue in the coming days as well. Both 

the maximum and minimum temperatures 

have been abnormally higher this year 

over a month. 
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 There’s no chance of a widespread rainfall 

in the next fortnight at least. Scattered 

thundershowers are expected but dry 

conditions would prevail and largely the 

temperature is likely to be above normal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. PREVENTING FOREST 

FIRES THROUGH ECO- 

FRIENDLY TECHNIQUE 

 In collaboration with Forest Research 

Institute (FRI), Dehradun, a workshop was 

held by the H.P. Forest Department at 

Nahan.  

 The Chemistry and Bio-Prospecting 

Division of the Forest Research Institute 

(FRI) Dehradun has made a simple and 

eco-friendly technique for extracting 

natural fibers from pine leaves.  

 This technology has been adopted for 

the first time in Himachal Pradesh.  

 This technology can be adopted even in 

remote rural areas as it does not require 

much space, energy, equipment. 

 Dr. Vineet Kumar, Senior Scientist and 

Project Investigator of FRI, who 

developed this technique, gave a 

presentation about the method of 

extracting fiber from pine leaves.  

 1 lakh 25 thousand 885 hectare area is 

covered by pine forests in Himachal 

Pradesh.  

 About 12 tonnes of pine leaves per 

hectare fall in the forest every year 

between April and June. 

CATCHWORDS: 

PINES FORESTS AT RISK 

 Himachal Pradesh spans 55,673 sq 

km, of which 37,033 sq km are 

classified as forest — about 66% of 

the geographical area of the State.  

 These forests are broadly classified 

into coniferous and broad-leaved 

forests.  

 Forests of pines are very prone to 

fires, especially during the summer 

due to the shedding of highly 

inflammable pine needles. 

 Around 15% of area across the 

State is vulnerable to forest fires 

and pine forests are more 

susceptible. 

 According to a recent 

Parliamentary Committee report on 

'Forest Fires and its effect on 

environment, forests, biodiversity 

and wildlife and remedial-

preventive measures’, in Himachal 

Pradesh, the forests are sometimes 

also burnt to conceal illicit felling 

and illicit resin tapping and 

encroaches and poachers also cause 

forest fires. 
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 These leaves are very inflammable that 

cause forest fires and property worth 

crores is lost.  

 F.R.I. technology will help in preventing 

forest fires and it will also give an 

alternative source of livelihood from 

locally available resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. TACKLING FOREST FIRES 

 With the early onset of the summer in the 

state, the Forest Department of Kangra 

district has geared up to check forest 

fires.  

 The department has made arrangements in 

all forest divisions to create awareness 

among the public on how to check forest 

fires and assist its field staff. 

 Control rooms are being set up, which 

will be equipped with a wireless system 

and mobile phones in different divisions.  

 Besides, fire fighting units have also 

been created in all sensitive areas. 

 Forests in the middle and lower hills of the 

state, comprising Kangra, Mandi, 

Hamirpur, Una and Bilaspur district, 

are prone to fires between April and June, 

keeping Forest Department officials on 

tenterhooks. 

 Besides, disturbing the fragile flora and 

fauna, these blazes also cause huge 

damage to wildlife and standing trees.  

 Himachal Pradesh has one of the richest 

and the most varied forest cover in North 

India.  

 Himalayan pine variety found here is 

highly valued for its superior timber. 

 The Forest Department has not been able 

to take up the required preventive 

measures like controlled burning of pine 

needles and maintenance of fire lines in 

forests. Therefore, it carried out controlled 

burning over a small forest area all over 

the state. 

 As per norms, controlled burning has to be 

carried out at least over one-third of the 

forest area vulnerable to forest fires. The 

total area under pine forests, where 

controlled burning is required, is over 

1,50,000 hectares and as such, preventive 

measures are to be carried out on over 

50,000 hectares, which needed huge 

funds. 
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6. COMMUNITY-BASED 

NATURAL RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT  

 A host of measures are needed to ensure 

community-based natural resource 

management and better provisioning of 

ecological services for the state's hill 

communities. 

 Himachal Pradesh is categorised under 

one of the most fragile ecosystems 

among India's hill states. Hill 

communities face dual challenges of food 

and energy shortages and have become 

more vulnerable to weather variabilities 

and susceptible to natural disasters, 

attributed to climate change. 

 Fuel wood and fodder, which are two 

most important requirements of rural hill 

communities for their own sustenance and 

that of their livestock and small ruminants 

are becoming increasingly scarce.  

 Presently, there is an enormous pressure 

on the forests for fuel wood and fodder 

with the woodlots in the commons 

diminishing over the past two decades due 

to rapid deforestation and absence of 

plantation activities. 

 Most forest stands in the hills have 

matured/aged and there is limited scope 

for their natural regeneration, due to 

non-formation of cones, attributed to 

climate change and increased human 

and cattle interference. The small 

ruminants like sheep and goats are now 

being grazed in the upper reaches of the 

forests, extending the zone of 

deforestation. 

 Engagement in subsistence agriculture, 

orchards and livestock rearing in the 

inaccessible hill terrains are the most 

important sources of livelihoods in the 

fragile Himalayan communities, with a 

heavy reliance on the local forest 

ecosystems. 

 Wood, LPG and electricity remain the 

three important sources of fuel for 

domestic purposes, with fuel wood being 

the vital source of heating and energy for a 

majority of the rural households, 

especially during the winter months (about 

80 per cent), though the  dependency on 

forests for firewood continues throughout 

the year. 

 Gainful employment opportunities are 

virtually non-existent for such 

communities. Majority of the households 

have at least one family member 

employed outside the village. 

Remittances, working as labour under the 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Emplyment Guarnatee Scheme and in 

apple orchards areas are the main sources 

of income for these labourers. 
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 Hill communities are directly dependent 

on forests for their provisioning needs, 

such as food, fuel wood, fodder, timber, 

water and medicines. Wood of Cedrus 

deodara (Deodar) and Pinus 

wallichiana (Kail/Blue Pine) trees are 

used for timber purposes. 

 Timber Distribution (TD) rights have 

not been issued in the last few years in the 

villages. Due to a ban on green felling in 

Himachal Pradesh, hill communities are 

facing difficulty in getting TD rights. The 

forest department allows communities to 

extract Non-Timber Forest Produce 

(NTFPs) once every three/five years, 

when the forest range is opened. 

 There have been efforts by the forest 

department, power plant companies and 

local communities for forest conservation 

and sustainable management under the 

Catchment Treatment Plan. However, 

there have been no significant changes 

observed in the villages on local soil and 

water conservation and forest 

improvements from the Catchment 

Treatment Plan. 

 

 

 

 The most important species collected 

from the forest are Jurinea 

macrocephela (Dhoop), Aconitum spp. 

(Patish), Rheum emodi (Rewand Chini), 

Potentilla nepalensis (Dori grass), Orchis 

latifolia (Salampanja), Polygenatum 

vertiuilliem (Salam Mishri), Ainaliaea 

aptra (Sathjalori), Picorhiza kuroo 

(Karoo), Podophyllum emodi (Bankakri), 

Rhododendron compannlatum (Kashmiri 

patta), Saussurea lappa (Kuth), 

Artemesia sp. (Seski) and Polygenatum 

vertiuilliem (Thuth). 

 Procuring fuel wood round the year has 

become a challenge for most hill 

communities due to the rapid destruction 

of forests, degraded common property 

resources and increased restrictions from 

the forest department to collect fuel wood 

from the forests. Women from the local 

communities have to travel to faraway 

places (up to 10-15 kilometres) to collect 

fuel wood on a weekly basis due to non-

availability of fuel wood in their own 

villages. 

 This is a painstaking work, which involves 

carrying head loads of up to 70-80 

kilograms of firewood. Most often, they 

confront the forest officials, who 

reprimand, fine and seize their small 

cutting equipment like axes, as a 
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punishment for collection of such basic 

fuel wood material. 

 Hill communities do have individual and 

community rights for the collection of 

dry wood for fuel, grass and green foliage 

for fodder, timber extraction (for 

community functions like 

marriages/feasts) and collection of food 

products and non-timber forest 

produce. But there are no rights on grazing 

of cattle and livestock. 

 A majority of the households have 

customary grass cutting rights in the 

forest area and common lands. As a 

common practice, the grasslands are kept 

closed during the monsoon months from 

June to mid-September to prevent open 

grazing by animals and to allow the grass 

to grow. 

 The grass is cut during October for fodder 

requirements of their livestock during 

winter. The hill communities do have 

designated grass cutting patches for every 

family. Women are mostly engaged in the 

grass cutting during the whole month of 

October. Mechanised grass cutting 

machines are owned by a few community 

members and men are mostly engaged in 

mechanised grass cutting. Communities 

do practice traditional systems of 

rotational grazing on agricultural lands 

and forests. 

 Most rural hill families rear cattle and 

small ruminants (sheep and goats). All 

locals rear cows — local and Jersey, ox, 

goats, sheep, mules and small poultry. 

Animal rearing is essential to generate 

manure for farming, meat and milk. Small 

ruminants are raised for meat 

(consumption and sale), milk and manure. 

During summer and monsoon months 

cattle, sheep and goat are taken out for 

grazing in the grazing lands and forest. 

 Jersey cows are not left out to graze. 

Farmers who own 10-15 sheep or goats, 

keep them at home, but farmers with 

larger flocks of small ruminants, follow a 

common practice of taking the animals to 

higher areas where they have grazing 

rights, during April. The graziers reside in 

these areas with their livestock till the 

time of snowfall in October-November, 

when the livestock is brought back to the 

village. 

 Unfortunately there is little scope for 

vegetation to recover from the grazing 

during winter leading to cumulative loss 

of green cover over the years. 

 For the winter months, hill communities 

stock fuel wood and grass (Silage), 

especially when the temperature falls 

below freezing and the land is blanketed 

in snow, making it difficult to go out for 

collection of fodder to feed their livestock. 
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Grass cut from designated areas and green 

leaves are procured from forests for 

fodder. 

 Eighty per cent of the fodder needs are 

met from the forest and the rest 20 per 

cent are from the private lands. Leaves of 

trees such as Aesculus indica (Khannaur-

Horse Chestnut), Morus alba (Kimu), 

Robinia, Juglans regia (Jungli Akrot), 

Prunus spp. (Wild Apricod – Chooli), 

Prunus persica (Wild Peach – Bemi), 

Quercus semecarpifolia (Kharshu Oak) 

and Bank Oak are used as fodder. Fodder 

needs are also met from crop residues. 

 Hill communities also collect medicinal 

herbs from the forests for domestic use 

and for sale. NTFPs such as Jurinea 

macrocephala (Dhoop), Gentiana lutea 

(Kadu) and Trillium govanianum (Nag 

Chatri) are harvested in the higher reaches 

and sold to traders who come to the 

village to buy the mushrooms and 

medicinal plants. 

 About 40 per cent of the households 

engage in collection and sale of NTFPs. 

Usually, those households engage in 

NTFP collection that have either have less 

land holdings, or have a large number of 

family members. 

 Dhoop is sold for Rs 120/kg and Kadu for 

Rs 240/kg. About 50 per cent of the 

households are engaged in collection of 

NTFP for sale and domestic use. 

 Fewer households are engaged in NTFP 

collection for sale. The availability of 

NTFPs has reduced over the last 10 years, 

and villagers have to now travel to higher 

reaches in the forests to procure the 

NTFPs. Food products such Diplazium 

esculentum (Lingad), Mushrooms (Chatri) 

and Cheejay are also collected during the 

season time from forests. 

 There are several formal and informal 

institutions existing in the form of 

committees such as Van Panchayats, 

Youth Clubs and Women's 

Groups/Collectives in the hill villages. 

These institutions undertake socio-cultural 

developmental and religious activities in 

the villages. 

 However, discussions on community-

managed natural resource management 

is limited or non-existent. They currently 

discuss on sports events in the 

village/Gram Panchayat meetings. 

Effective coordination between and 

among the major stakeholders for 

community-based natural resource 

management remains a challenge for the 

hill communities. 
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THE WAY FORWARD 

 Awareness on environmental 

degradation, effects of climate change 

and possible peoples’ collective actions to 

address these imminent challenges will be 

crucial, especially for the young 

generation in schools and colleges. 

 Valuing local people’s indigenous 

knowledge systems and practices will be 

the first step to prepare local hill 

communities for collective actions to 

restore and manage the already degraded 

and fragile hill ecosystems. 

 Massive plantation drives ensuring new 

plantations of grass, shrubs and trees 

species suitable to the local agro-ecology 

and funded by the forest department, 

power companies and other development 

actors like NGOs/donor agencies. 

 Revival and strengthening of village 

institutions like Van Panchayats, Youth 

clubs, Women’s Groups/Collectives, 

Farmers’ Collectives etc, will be important 

to ensure the decentralised conservation 

and management of common property 

resources and forest. 

 Conscious and sustainable use and 

management of land, water and forest 

resources by local hill communities, 

ensuring natural regeneration processes, 

participatory planning, management and 

maintenance of natural resources will be 

crucial. Community level rules/bye-laws 

and enforcement mechanisms for 

sustainable management of natural 

resources will be useful in the long run. 

 More collaborations and partnerships 

will be required among local 

communities, local self-governance 

bodies, government, academicians, 

universities, non-profits, Corporate Social 

responsibility Foundations, Himalayan 

Mountain Forum, social movements and 

networks and the larger civil society are 

needed to ensure community-based natural 

resource management and better 

provisioning of ecological services for the 

hill communities. 

V. RENEWABLE ENERGY  

1. HIMACHAL’S FIRST 

HYDROGEN FUEL 

GENERATION PLANT IN 

CHAMBA DISTRICT 

 The National Hydroelectric Power 

Corporation (NHPC) will set up a green 

hydrogen fuel generation plant in Chamba 

district soon.  

 It would be the first hydrogen fuel plant 

in the state. 

 It would be the first hydrogen mobility-

based project in the district. 
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 The plant will produce hydrogen through a 

250KW photovoltaic solar plant. 

 Apart from setting up the hydrogen fuel 

plant the NHPC will also provide the 

district administration a 33-seater 

hydrogen fuel cell bus on pilot bases. 

 The bus will be operated by the Himachal 

Pradesh Road Transport Corporation in 

the important tourist places of the district. 

The range of the hydrogen fuel-powered 

bus would be 200 km. 

 After the hydrogen is produced from the 

solar plant, the remaining electricity 

supply will be sent to the local grid. 

 A hydrogen fuel plant will be set up on 

the land already available with the NHPC. 

 The deputy commissioner has been 

directed to constitute a committee of 

officers of various departments under the 

chairmanship of the SDM concerned to 

identify the suitable site for the project. 

 The committee constituted would inspect 

the land available with the NHPC in 

different areas of the district. 

 The deputy commissioner also asked all 

the departments concerned to meet the 

departmental parameters required for 

setting up the project. 

 The plant established at IOCL Faridabad 

would be visited by various departmental 

and NHPC officials. 

 Electric and hydrogen-based fuel 

technology is expanding in view of 

climate change. It would be a matter of 

pride to establish the first such project in 

the district at the state level. 

2. SOLAR PARKS 

 Solar panels of 5,504 kilo watt capacity 

had been installed on 583 government 

offices.  

 So far, no solar park had been set up in the 

state though the Central Government had 

approved one solar park of 880 MW 

capacity for Spiti. 

 The government has identified seven 

potential sites for the solar park at 

Hikkim, Kibber, Hul, Demlu, 

Lacdarda, Losar and Pod. The park is 

being set up jointly with Satluj Jal 

Vidyut Nigam and the DPR will be 

submitted to the Central Government. 

 A 400 MW solar park had been proposed 

for Kinnaur and its DPR had been sent to 

the Central Government.  

 The state government is providing 

subsidy for setting up solar units of 10 

kilo watt. It has enhanced the subsidy 

from Rs 4,000 per KW to Rs 6,000 per 
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KW in the Budget to encourage tapping of 

solar energy in the state. 

3. STATE ENERGY 

EFFICIENCY ACTION PLAN 

FOR HIMACHAL PRADESH 

 Associated Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry of India (ASSOCHAM) with the 

support for Department of energy (DoE) 

under the aegis of Bureau of Energy 

Efficiency, Ministry of Power, 

Government of India is preparing State 

Energy Efficiency Action Plan for 

Himachal Pradesh, till 2030.. 

 The first Stakeholders workshop for the 

same was organized at the Department of 

Energy, Himachal Pradesh. 

 The action plan should find the areas in 

which all the stakeholder departments 

were working and have initiated for 

implementing energy efficiency.  

 Discussion points for this workshop were, 

such as proper implementation of Swaran 

Jayanti Energy Policy, 2021, Himachal 

Pradesh Electric Vehicle (EV) Policy, 

Successful implementation of PAT 

Schemes, ECBC implementation, 

Energy Audit of Government building 

Hydrogen fuel utilization etc. 

 

4. NEW ELECTRIC VEHICLE 

POLICY 

 New Electric Vehicle Policy came into 

effect in Himachal Pradesh; will be 

applicable for the next five years.  

 It has been started with an aim of 

environmental protection in Himachal 

Pradesh.  

 As per the policy, toll tax will not be 

charged from the electric vehicles of the 

state and outlying states on the highway as 

well.  

 Exemption will also be given in the 

commercial permit fee as per the 

notification of the Union Ministry of 

Surface Transport and Highways.  

 The government has an aim of registering 

15% electric vehicles by 2025 through 

this policy.  

 Shimla, Mandi, Baddi and 

Dharamshala are the four model cities 

that have been identified in this policy; 

these will have at least one charging 

station in a grid of one x one km.  

 The state highways will have a charging 

point on each side after every 25 km and 

busy national highways will have a 

charging point on each side after every 50 

km. 
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5. NEW URANIUM-RICH 

SITES FOUND BETWEEN 

HIMACHAL’S HAMIRPUR 

AND UNA DISTRICTS 

 New uranium-rich sites have been found 

between Hamirpur and Una districts of 

Himachal Pradesh, which along with its 

tranquility is also known for its heavy 

metal deposits that can be used to make 

an atom bomb. 

 The presence of uranium in the belt has 

been confirmed by the Department of 

Atomic Energy. 

 Small deposits of uranium were detected 

in conglomerate rocks in the area. It is  

studying the quality of rocks and their 

quantum (a discrete quantity of energy 

proportional in magnitude to the 

frequency of the radiation it represents) in 

the earth. 

 The Uranium extracts were first detected 

during digging operations at Lambehra 

village in Hamirpur district. 

 The Himachal Industry Department 

claims that uranium deposits had been 

found at 11 locations, including 

Hamirpur. However, they are not yet 

among the sites listed by the atomic 

minerals directorate for exploration and 

research (Hyderabad), the exploration arm 

of the department of atomic energy. 

UNTAPPED ENERGY SOURCES 

 The heavy metal has been detected in 

Kasha village in Nogli valley, in 

Rampur subdivision of Shimla district. 

However, Uranium deposits in Kasha and 

Pat villages ( collectively known as 

Kashapat) in Rampur Bushehr, a 

landlocked valley 155km east of the 

district headquarters, remain unexplored.  

 The area between Kashapat and Darkrai is 

rich in minerals and precious Uranium, 

but due to lack of connectivity through 

road, the Uranium mines in the area 

remain untapped. 

 A few years ago, the Centre had taken the 

initiative to extricate Uranium from the 

area, but was unsuccessful due to 

connectivity issues. 
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UNA RICHEST IN URANIUM 

 Kasha-Kaladi is the richest uranium 

belt in Shimla district, with an estimated 

200 tonnes of triuranium octoxide 

(U3O8), a compound of uranium, which 

can produce 170 tonnes of the heavy 

metal. 

 Tileli in Mandi district has 220 tonnes 

of triuranium octoxide (186 tonnes of 

Uranium).  

 The largest deposit in the state with 364 

tonnes of triuranium octoxide is in 

Rajpura, Una. 

 Anomalous radioactivity value has been 

detected near Ropa village in Kinnaur 

district, while small deposits have also 

been found in Batal and Wangtu. 

 In Kullu district, Uranium has been 

traced in nine sites, including Chanjra, 

Dhara Kanola regions in the Parbati 

Valley, the Sajwar-Shakinandhar range, 

Hirub Giagai- Kkhalahandi in Kullu 

Banjar valley, Dharagardh, Nadhara, 

Kundli, and Panihar in Tirthan Valley 

and Bhatrang in the Pinrang Valley. 

 

 

 

 

 

6. USE OF GREEN 

TECHNOLOGY 

 Indian Institute of Technology, Mandi 

start-up is using green technology to 

convert steel mills waste into useable 

products. 

 Indian Institute of Technology, Mandi 

start-up has introduced green technology 

CATCHWORDS: 

HP’S DEPOSITS RANK 10TH IN 

COUNTRY 

 Himachal Pradesh has the 10th 

largest Uranium deposits among the 

11 states in the country where the 

heavy metal has been traced.  

 Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand and 

Meghalaya hold the top three 

positions. 

 Uranium Corporation of India 

Limited has formulated a plan to 

meet the target of attaining self-

sufficiency in Uranium production 

by 2031-32, which includes 

maintaining supply from existing 

facilities, increasing the capacity of 

existing mines and exploring new 

locations. 
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that does not require much energy, 

electricity or furnace.  

 The technology is completely pollution-

free.  

 It converts waste from steel mills into 

useable products.  

 Satinder Nath Gupta and his son Sandeep 

Gupta have started a company, Green 

Trek, a Jammu and Kashmir-based start-

up, to use extractive metallurgy to 

address the problem of pollution. 

 The team uses clean combustion 

techniques to trim the waste into the metal 

with high iron content which can then be 

reused by industries like shipbuilding, 

stone crushing plants, oil and gas plants, 

and power plants. 

IIT MANDI USING WASTE STEEL 

 The company is working on a circular 

economy model by utilising extractive 

metallurgy whereby greenhouse gases are 

reduced and a sustainable waste 

management process is put in place. 

 The method which has been devised uses 

less energy, uses no electricity or furnace 

and is 100 per cent pollution-free, and 

emits minimal greenhouse gases. 

 The end product is a molten metal with an 

iron content of 99.6 per cent which is then 

mixed with other metals to make various 

kinds of high-value steel and alloy 

castings used in a range of industries. 

OBJECTIVE OF GREEN TREK 

 Green Trek’s vision is to manufacture 

quality green steel products by leveraging 

cutting-edge technology and pioneer solid 

waste management in India and abroad. 

 The team signed an MoU to set up a 

permanent plant in Himachal Pradesh 

which will cater to leading companies like 

Ultratech, ACC, and Ambuja Cement. 

 The objective of this MoU is to facilitate 

Green Trek to set up a green steel 

recycling unit for the supply of spares to 

the locally based heavy industries such as 

cement plants and stone crushers by 

minimising greenhouse gases through its 

unique process of manufacture. 

 The government in this regard would 

facilitate all necessary approvals, licenses 

and help to green trek as and when 

required. 
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VI. GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATIONS (GI) TAG 

1. GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATIONS TAG FOR 

CHAMBA 

 On the initiative of the district 

administration, the Himachal Pradesh 

Patent Information Centre, Shimla, has 

completed the process for the inclusion of 

traditional valuable potential product of 

Chamba metal crafts in the list of GI tag 

(Geographical Indications tag). 

 After getting the GI tag for metal crafts, 

the aspirational Chamba district will get 

another valuable achievement 

strengthening the socio economic 

condition of the craftspersons who earn 

their livelihood in this avocation 

 After completing all departmental 

formalities to include metal crafts of 

Chamba on the list of GI tag under the 

GI Act, 1999, the matter had been referred 

to the Registrar of GI tag, Chennai, by 

HIMCOSTE in collaboration with the 

Chamba Metal Craft Society. 

 The district administration has started a 

project called “Chambyal”. Various art 

and craft societies have been registered by 

the administration to give practical shape 

to the project. 

 ‘Chamba Thal’ has got a special 

recognition internationally among the 

metal craft products of the district. This 

unique metal craft work of the district has 

been presented as a memento to the 

VIPs.  

 Apart from this, the famous sculptures in 

Chamba’s traditional metal crafts 

artefacts, various musical instruments, 

gifts and mementos are also largely 

famous. 

2. GI TAG FOR CHAMBA 

‘THAAL’ AND SALOONI 

MAIZE 

 Two items in Himachal’s list for which 

the administration is aiming to get a GI tag 

are Chamba “thaal”, handmade embossed 

metal craft, and maize varieties grown in 

the Salooni area of the district. 

 The two items in their immediate list are 

Chamba “thaal”, the handmade 

embossed metal craft, and maize 

varieties grown in the Salooni area of  

the district. 
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 Chamba, known for its untameable 

ferocity of its natural world, splendid 

landscape, and stunning wilderness, is an 

epitome of royal grandeur. Much more 

than that, it also is a treasure trove of art, 

culture and handicraft. To support these 

products, provide them with better market 

prospects and protect the individuals’ 

rights, the Chamba administration is 

aiming to get a Geographical Indication 

(GI) tag for more products exclusively 

made or naturally produced in the district. 

 

CHAMBA “THAAL”, A UNIQUE 

METAL CRAFT 

 The district administration was working 

with the Himachal Pradesh Council for 

Science, Technology and Environment on 

preparing a proposal to get a GI tag for 

Chamba “thaal”. 

 The decorative premium brass plate with 

vibrant images of gods and goddesses are 

used in rituals such as offering “poojas” at 

temples, marriages or any other pious 

occasion. 

 It is a unique metal craft with its origin in 

Chamba, these are entirely and 

meticulously handmade. 

 The artisans first make a sketch of the 

deity on paper which is pasted on a metal 

sheet. They then chisel these images onto 

the plate. 

 Most commonly embossed images are the 

10 incarnations of Lord Vishnu, nine 

incarnations of Goddess Durga, Radha-

Krishna and Ganesh. 

 Chamba “thaal” gained popularity recently 

when Union minister of youth services 

and sports Anurag Thakur presented these 

artworks to the Tokyo Olympics medal 

winners. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 The Geographical Indication is a 

sign that can be used on a 

particular product indicating the 

qualities, geographical origin or 

reputation that the product 

possesses. 

 To date, Himachal Pradesh has 

received GI for 10 natural or 

manmade products, including 

two products from Chamba, 

Chamba “rumal” and Chamba 

“chappal”.  

 Others are Himachali chulli oil, 

Kangra tea, basmati rice, 

Himachali kala zeera, Kangra 

paintings, Kinnauri shawl, and 

Lahauli socks and gloves. 
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 Chief minister had also presented a 

Chamba “thaal” to Prime Minister during 

his visit to Himachal in December, 2021. 

 The GI tag will definitely help to revive 

the metal craft of Chamba. 

SALOONI MAIZE – THE OLD CEREAL 

 The district administration is also 

expecting GI tag for traditional maize 

verities Haachi (white), Retti (red) and 

Chitkuri (popcorn). 

 A proposal was received for the GI 

registration from the Salooni White 

Maize Organisation, a farmer association 

that had preserved the traditional varieties 

of maize. 

 The proposal has already been submitted 

to the Chennai-based office of the GI 

registrar by the Patent Information 

Centre of the Himachal Pradesh State 

Science, Technology and Environment 

Council. 

 As per a study conducted by Chaudhary 

Sarwan Kumar Himachal Pradesh 

Agriculture University (HPAU), 

Palampur, the three varieties of the local 

maize, cultivated in the Salooni area for 

centuries, are of superior quality, rich in 

protein, sucrose, fibres, vitamins and 

antioxidants. 

 

 Hachchi kukdi (chitti), high in protein 

content and resistant to several diseases, 

ratti maize, a very tall plant with dark and 

red grains, and chitku maize, creamish 

white pointed grains. These are used as a 

staple food which is easily digestible. 

They are helpful in controlling diabetes 

and are good for the heart. 

 These varieties are sown in 158 hectares 

in a dozen panchayats of the Salooni area 

including Bhandal, Sanuh, Kihar, Dand, 

Pichhla Diur, Kandhwara, Bhadela, 

Khadjauta, Himgiri, Panjei, Kilod and Suri 

panchayats. 

 Farmers of Bhandal panchayat were 

awarded the “Plant genome saviour 

community award” of ₹10 lakh by the 

Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ 

Rights Authority of the Union ministry of 

agriculture and farmers welfare in 2019 

for preserving these varieties. 
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GOVERNANCE SECTION 

I. ADMINISTRATIVE 

REFORMS 

1. HIMACHAL PRADESH 

CEILING ON LAND HOLDINGS 

(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2021 

 The Vidhan Sabha has passed the 

Himachal Pradesh Ceiling on Land 

Holdings (Amendment) Bill, 2021 with 

a view to preventing the sale of land 

under tea gardens for any other purpose 

by owners having more than 30 acres. 

 The Bill was earlier tabled in the 

Assembly on August 6, 2021, but was 

referred to the Select Committee of the 

Vidhan Sabha on the request of the 

MLAs. It was after due deliberations 

that it had been decided not to allow the 

sale of land by big tea estate owners 

having more than 30 acres. 

 The amendment to the Himachal 

Pradesh Ceiling on Land Holdings Act, 

1972 would plug all loopholes that 

allowed the sale of land under tea for 

other purposes by those who were 

allowed to retain excess land over and 

above the limit of 150 bighas.  

 Successive governments had been under 

tremendous pressure from the 

powerful tea estate owners’ lobby to 

allow them to sell prime land under tea. 

ROLE OF PRESSURE GROUPS IN 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

 The exemption to retain land over and 

above the ceiling has been given with a 

view to promoting tea cultivation but 

on the contrary some people have 

undertaken change of land use and its 

transfer, paving the way for the 

construction of hotels and shopping 

Malls. The sale of land or change of 

land use for some other purpose was 

against the very spirit and aim of the 

legislation. 

 At present Section 6-A and 7-A provide 

for the change of land use and the 

transfer of land under tea estate with the 

prior permission of the government, 

which defeats the very purpose of the 

Act to promote tea cultivation in the 

state.  

 In case of violation of the provisions of 

the Act with regard to the vesting of 

land with the government, free from all 

encumbrances, shall come into force.  
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 The main objective of the Bill is to 

prevent the sale of land under tea by big 

estate owners, who had been allowed to 

retain excess land, over and above the 

land ceiling so as to promote tea 

cultivation. 

II. DECENTRALIZED 

GOVERNANCE 

1. STRENGTHENING OF 

PANCHAYATI RAJ 

INSTITUTIONS (PRIs) TO 

ENSURE RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

 Underlining that Panchayati Raj 

Institutions (PRIs) are the backbone of 

rural development, Himachal Pradesh 

government is laying emphasis on 

strengthening the Panchayati Raj 

System to ensure better governance in 

state’s rural areas. 

 In fact, the State Government has 

constituted 412 new gram panchayats 

for the holistic development of rural 

areas. With the creation of these 

panchayats, the Himachal Government 

aims to facilitate the people and also 

ensure rapid development of the rural 

areas. 

 In order to keep pace with the digital 

India, the State Government is laying 

emphasis on digitisation of 

panchayats. 

 Taking step forward in this direction, 

pariwar register in gram panchayats 

have been made online from April 1, 

2018, and online copy of pariwar 

register was being provided to the 

people. 

 The preparation of schemes and audit 

works in gram panchayats of the State 

were being done through various 

softwares. With an expenditure of Rs 

two crore, 412 new gram panchayats 

have been linked with e-panchayats. 

 In 2018-19, Rs 850.17 crore were 

sanctioned under the 14th Finance 

Commission to several gram 

panchayats for various development 

works, out of which about Rs 700 crore 

have been spent.  

Year Funds Sanctioned 

2018-19 Rs 850.17 crore 

2020-21 Rs 429 crore 

2021-22 Rs 317 crore 
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 In 2020-21 under 15th Finance 

Commission, the Central Government 

provided Rs 429 crore for panchayats.  

 In 2021-22, a provision of Rs 317 crore 

was made for developmental works in 

panchayats. 

 In the last four years, Rs 429 crore has 

been provided for gram panchayats 

under the recommendations of State 

Finance Commission.  

 In 2021-22 a provision of Rs 248 crore 

was made for development of rural 

areas. 

 District Resource Centres were being 

set-up in Sirmaur district with an 

expenditure of Rs 5.65 crore, in 

Kinnaur district with an expenditure of 

Rs 3.65 crore, and in Una district with 

an expenditure of Rs 5.50 crore. 

 The State Government has released Rs 

seven crore for upgradation and 

restoration of Gram Panchayat 

buildings and work on 69 panchayat 

buildings have been completed at an 

expense of Rs 5.71 crore.  

 Rs 27.44 crore has been released for the 

construction of Lok Sewa Kendra in 

gram panchayat out of which about Rs 

16.45 crore have been spent to facilitate 

the people. 

 The State Government has also released 

Rs 5.38 crore for training of elected 

representatives and officials of 

Panchayati Raj Institutions and Rs 2.44 

crore have been spent on the training of 

5124 participants. 

 The Centre has also approved Rs 164.43 

crore for various schemes under which 

training of representatives and officials 

of Panchayati Raj Institutions, District 

Panchayat Resource Centres, 389 

panchayat buildings, construction of 

1924 Common Service Centre, and 

purchase of computer system in newly 

constituted gram panchayats are 

included. 

2. KULLU'S KALWARI 

PANCHAYAT RANKED BEST 

IN HIMACHAL STATE 

 The Kalwari panchayat of Banjar 

subdivision of Kullu district was 

presented a National Award . 

 The panchayat was felicitated for 

securing the first place in the state for 

providing good online facilities to 

villagers in inaccessible areas, at a 

virtual function on the National 
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Panchayati Raj Day at Haat village 

near Bajaura in Banjar subdivision.  

 The National Panchayat Award-2022 

for the best gram panchayat was 

received by the office-bearers along 

with a reward of Rs 6 lakh. 

 The selection for the award is done at 

the national level.  

 The panchayat had rendered better 

facilities online to provide ‘Parivaar 

Nakal’, BPL certificates and other 

assistance to villagers. Earlier, people 

had to make many rounds of the 

panchayat offices for these documents. 

Now, the state government has 

prepared software and has made the 

family register online. 

 The Atal Gyan Kendra in Haat 

panchayat was constructed at a cost of 

Rs 13 lakh in the panchayat would prove 

to be a boon for the youth preparing for 

competitive examinations. 

 Youth from rural areas often faced many 

problems in going to the city libraries. 

Opening libraries in villages will help 

youth in staying away from 

malpractices. 

 Kullu Deputy Commissioner has taken 

the initiative of conceptualising Atal 

Gyan Kendras in Kullu district.  

3. ADARSH GRAM YOJANA 

 Hamirpur district has secured the first 

position in the country for the successful 

execution of welfare and infrastructure 

development schemes under the Adarsh 

Gram Yojana.  

 Hamirpur scored 38 points out of 40 and 

got the top rank. 

 17 villages of the district were identified 

to be covered under the scheme.  

 These villages were provided road 

connectivity, pavers were fixed in 

streets and streetlights were installed.  

III. URBAN GOVERNANCE 

1. SMART CITY PROJECTS OF 

DHARAMSALA 

 Projects worth about Rs 567 crore were 

being implemented under Smart City 

Dharamsala project.  

 Works of 17 projects worth Rs 116 crore 

have been completed.  
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These projects include: 

 Root zone treatment plant.  

 Roof top solar plant.  

 Street construction.  

 Underground dustbins.  

 E-municipality facility.  

 Gis web portal.  

 Integrated housing project.  

 Housing for the shelter-less.  

 DC campus parking.  

 Drinking water improvement 

project.  

 Development of Bhagsunag 

area.  

 Upgrade of city roads.  

 LED street lighting and City 

Convention and Skill 

Development Centre, Tapovan. 

 The works worth Rs 165 crore are being 

done on 27 projects while tenders are 

being invited for 19 new projects worth 

Rs 150 crore.  

 Dharamsala holds an important place 

from the tourism point of view. It has 

emerged as the most vibrant city of the 

state, attracting lakhs of tourists every 

year not only from across the country 

but from abroad. 

 The Smart City Project would help in 

making this city more beautiful and 

attractive for tourists.  

2. OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF 

SHIMLA SMART CITY 

LIMITED 

 Urban Development Minister has 

launched the official Website of Shimla 

Smart City Limited (SSCL).  

 The website would extend the reach of 

the citizen toward Shimla Smart City 

Limited and help them in accessing the 

water bill calculator, building planning 

approval, water bill, payment of garbage 

bill, lease rent and property tax, 

application for NOC for electricity, 

water connection, sewerage connection 

and for permission of canopy as One 

Stop Solution For All Citizen 

Services.  

 The website would also be helpful in 

reflecting the projects undertaken by 

SSCL under various components. This 

website could be accessed 

at https://shimlasmartcity.com/ . 

 

https://shimlasmartcity.com/
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3. DEVELOPMENTAL PLAN FOR 

KULLU VALLEY 

 The developmental plan is being 

prepared for Kullu valley under the 

AMRUT scheme at Manali.  

 The development plan is being prepared 

considering basic needs of the 

population of the area till 2041. 

 To enhance tourism, the Town and 

Country Planning (TCP) Department 

will include the unexplored areas in the 

plan.  

 The TCP Department has been directed 

to give details of all illegal buildings.  

 Suggestions of all panchayat 

representatives would be taken into 

consideration for a good plan. 

 The work on sewerage scheme of Rs 83 

crore for Manali city is in the final 

stage and the work of its first phase 

would start soon.  

 Jal Shakti Department has been 

instructed to finalise the proposed 

sewerage plan at Patlikul, Katrain and 

Naggar at the earliest for the work to 

start soon.  

 The water issue in Siyal and Nasogi 

should be solved at the earliest.  

 Furthermore, DPR for the Beas River 

Channelization Scheme will be 

prepared. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. GENERATING URBAN 

EMPLOYMENT 

 Himachal Pradesh has secured 2nd 

position in the category of North Eastern 

and hilly States of the country for 

providing urban employment.  

 It has helped the workers to get the 

guaranteed employment on the analogy 

of MNREGA in the rural areas during 

the COVID time.  
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5. SWACHH BHARAT MISSION 

 150 tonnes of waste will be disposed of 

with the help of the centre in 8 cities of 

Himachal Pradesh.  

 The urban development department has 

prepared a project of ₹10 crore which 

will be sent to the center for approval.  

 The project has been made under the 

Swachh Bharat Mission-II.  

 The 8 cities includes Dharamshala, 

Mandi, Kullu, Manali, Solan, Una, 

Baddi and Bilaspur.  

 

 

 

 

 

6. NGT PUTS BRAKES ON 

SHIMLA DRAFT 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

 The plan of the state government to 

throw open the congested core area and 

17 green belts of the town for 

construction has been put on hold as the 

National Green Tribunal has 

restrained the Town and Country 

Planning (TCP) department from 

taking any further step in pursuance of 

the Draft Development Plan. 

 The NGT order issued earlier also 

pointed out that the Chief Secretary 

would be held personally accountable 

for any violation of the orders. The case 

will now come up for hearing before the 

NGT on July 22. 

 Himachal Pradesh is trying to assume 

jurisdiction of appellate authority over 

the NGT, in breach of rule of law, not 

expected from a lawful government 

which has to work as per law and the 

Constitution and not as per its fancies as 

appears to be the case. 

 NGT attention has been particularly 

drawn to the draft plan permitting 

construction of more floors, new 

constructions in the core area, 

constructions in green area, 

permitting development in sinking and 

sliding area in violation of the order 

of this Tribunal.  

 If the state proceeds in such a manner, 

not only will it damage the rule of law, 

it may result in disastrous consequences 

for environment. 

 Shimla Draft Development Plan was 

contrary to the sustainable 
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development principle and destructive 

of environment and public safety.  

 Despite 98 objections and suggestions 

to the Draft Development Plan, 

including very vociferous opposition by 

environmentalists and academicians 

against opening of the green and core 

areas to construction, the state 

government allegedly wanted to oblige 

the powerful realtors’ lobby and those 

who have raised constructions in 

violation of the TCP norms. 

 The state government had proposed to 

allow construction activity in the 17 

green belts which have remained a ‘no 

construction zone’ since December 

2000. 

 The authorities had also proposed 

allowing construction of two and a half 

storey buildings in the core area, in 

violation of the November 16 NGT 

order, through which a complete ban on 

new constructions had been imposed. 

 The NGT took a stern view of the fact 

that the state government had gone 

ahead with the Shimla Draft 

Development Plan, which has been 

notified and given the Cabinet nod. 

 

SHIMLA DEVELOPMENT PLAN (SDP) 

 After 40 years, the draft of a new 

development plan has been issued for 

Shimla city. This draft has been 

prepared under GIS (geographic 

information system).  

 Development plan for Shimla city - 

According to the plan, permission can 

be given to build residential buildings in 

17 green areas of the capital.  

 Two-and-a-half-storey buildings will be 

built, this will include two-storey and 

attic.  

 The old buildings which remain, can be 

approved on the old line. There will be a 

ban on cutting and felling of green trees 

in the green area.  

 With this, the building will not be 

constructed in the area of two square 

meters.  

 It will be mandatory to keep the distance 

of the building five meters from the 

forest land.  

 Change of land and building use will not 

be allowed in these areas.  

 The maximum cutting can be only three 

and a half meters simultaneously.  
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 It will be made mandatory to install 

solar plants and rain water harvesting in 

the buildings being built here.  

 Permission is proposed to construct 3 

floor parking, attic in non core area.  

 This will be the first development 

plan for the city and planning area. 

 Development plan made after 40 

years- After 40 years development plan 

was prepared for Shimla city. In 1979, 

the interim development plan of Shimla 

was prepared.  

 After the 2017 order of the NGT, there 

is a ban on construction at many places. 

No more than two and a half floors can 

be constructed in the entire planning 

area. There is a complete ban on 

building construction in the green area.  

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF SHIMLA 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN (ADP) 

 Having four satellite townships at 

Ghandal, Naldehra, Fagu and 

Chamiyana for decongesting Shimla .  

 Developing heritage walks, walking and 

jogging tracks and sky bridges in core 

areas.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

SHIMLA’S ECOLOGICAL VULNERABILITY 

 Shimla is not only expanding horizontally 

but it has recorded high density of 

population in various pockets, which is not 

only causing undue stress on nearby 

vegetation but also is detrimental in view 

of the high risk earthquake Zone IV and 

sinking zone. According to Hazard Risk 

and Vulnerability Assessment 39 per cent 

of building could collapse in case of severe 

earthquake in Shimla.  

 It further states that in case of a severe 

earthquake, 39 per cent of the buildings 

are likely to suffer collapse or severe 

damage and the estimated number of 

casualties that could take place has been 

pegged at 20,446.  

 It is alarming that against the 

recommended density of 450 persons per 

hectare in hill settlements, the state 

capital’s localities have densities ranging 

from 2,500 to 3,500 persons per hectare for 

the same area. 

 Slope violation is a regular occurrence in 

SPA and construction on slopes higher 

than 45 degrees has been observed in many 

areas.  

 Therefore, risk analysis based on slope is 

important and a pre-requisite for planning 

process in any hilly and mountainous state.  

 Shimla is susceptible to landslides due to 

its terrain, soil conditions, and steep slopes 

and high level of construction is damaging 

the natural settings as well as its scenic 

beauty.  

 It also mentions that untreated disposal of 

waste water degrades the water quality. 
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IV. GOOD GOVERNANCE 

1. ACHIEVEMENT OF CHAMBA 

DISTRICT 

 Prime Minister appreciated the 

achievement of Chamba district of the 

State in increasing the coverage of 

Common Service Centres to facilitate 

the people of the district.  

 Prime Minister interacted with District 

Magistrates of various aspirational 

districts of the country via video 

conferencing. 

 The Prime Minister took direct feedback 

about the progress and present status of 

the implementation of government 

schemes and programmes in these 

districts. He interacted with the officers 

and motivated them to achieve 

saturation of different schemes by 

various departments in the districts in 

mission mode, in convergence with all 

stakeholders. 

 Chamba district of the State has 

increased  the coverage of Common 

Service Centre from about 67 per cent 

to over 97 per cent.  

 The Aspirational District Programme 

was started by the Prime Minister in 

January, 2018 for the country and 

Chamba district was also selected under 

this scheme.  

 Total of 112 aspirational districts have 

been identified by NITI Aayog based 

upon composite indicators from Health 

and Nutrition, Education, Agriculture 

and Water Resources, Financial 

Inclusion and Skill Development and 

Basic Infrastructure which have an 

impact on Human development Index.  

 Aspirational District Programme 

essentially aims at localizing 

Sustainable Development Goals, leading 

to the progress of the Nation. 
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2. E-SAMADHAN PORTAL 

 All the departments will now have to 

upload the progress report of the 

announcements made by the Chief 

Minister on the e-Samadhan portal so 

that their latest status can be observed. 

 Detailed discussions were held on the 

progress and pending matters of 

announcements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. BEST POLICE STATION IN 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

 Police Station Dhali, District Shimla 

has been rated as Best Police Station in 

Himachal Pradesh by Home Ministry, 

Government of India in 2021. 

 Police stations were evaluated on 

maintenance of records of police 

station, infrastructure of police 

station and feedback of citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Since the implementation of this 

programme Chamba district has 

constantly performed well in 

different sectors.  

 The district has been ranked second 

in Health and Nutrition in March, 

2019, ranked among best districts in 

basic infrastructure in November, 

2020 and over all second in October, 

2021 in the country.  

 On the basis of above ranking, the 

district has been provided incentive 

worth Rs. 8 crore by the NITI Aayog 

in the form of projects. Projects 

worth Rs 25.04 crore have been 

sanctioned under CSR head for the 

district. 
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4. SAMANYA VARG AAYOG  

1. Composition of Samanya Varg 

Aayog: The Samanya Varg Aayog shall 

consist of the following: 

i. One Chairperson and two 

Members, who shall be 

nominated by the State 

Government. 

ii. An officer who is or has been 

not below the rank of Joint 

Secretary of the State 

Government may be nominated 

as the member Secretary. 

2. Term of Aayog: The Term of Aayog 

shall be one year and can be extended 

further. 

3. The headquarter of the Aayog will be at 

Shimla. 

4. The Aayog shall consider the following 

and make recommendations to the 

Government:- 

i. The Aayog shall examine the 

grievances, problems and issues 

of classes of general categories 

of the state and recommend 

solutions of such grievances, 

problems and issues of this 

section of the society. 

ii. The Aayog shall study and 

suvey the socio-economic 

condition of the marginalized 

and poor persons and families of 

the general classes of the society 

and formulated welfare schemes 

for their advancement and 

recommend to the Government 

for their implementation. 

iii. It shall study the existing 

welfare schemes of the state 

government and recommend 

ways to implement them in the 

interest of the general classes of 

the state. 

iv. The Aayog shall may study 

welfare policies of other states 

and union territories also and 

may recommend to state 

Government for their adoption, 

if found fit. 

v. The Aayog shall act as a body to 

recommend the implementation 

of the directive principles and 

other parts of the Indian 

constitution. 

vi. The Aayog shall have the power 

to call for necessary information 

from any government 

department, Government or 

semi Government bodies, public 

sector undertakings and 
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autonomous bodies and to travel 

in the entire state, whenever it is 

required for the Purpose of this 

Aayog and in the interest of the 

targeted general classes. 

vii. The Aayog shall perform any 

other specific function or duty 

given by the State Government 

particular, shall have the right to 

demand the production of 

books, accounts connected 

vouchers and other documents 

and papers and to inspect any of 

the office of the Samanya Varg 

Aayog. 

5. Procedure to be regulated by the 

Aayog:- 

i. The Aayog shall meet as and 

when necessary as the 

Chairperson may think fit. 

ii. The Aayog shall regulate its 

own procedure. 

5. ONE-STOP DIGITAL 

PLATFORM 'NAGAR 

DARSHAN' PORTAL 

 Taking a step forward towards updating 

the complete records of Urban Local 

Bodies in Haryana on a digital 

platform, Chief Minister has digitally 

launched the 'Nagar Darshan' portal.   

 On this portal, citizens will be able to 

put up their demands, complaints and 

suggestions according to the 

development projects being carried out 

in their area.  

 Now citizens will be able to put any 

demand related to development works in 

their ward on the 'Nagar Darshan' 

portal.   

 Apart from this, they can also file online 

complaints and suggestions on this 

portal, which will automatically be sent 

to the concerned Department for further 

action.   

 With the launch of 'Nagar Darshan' 

portal, the details of the completed, 

ongoing and required development 

projects in Urban Local Bodies will be 

available online.  

 Besides this, it will also prove to be 

effective in enhancing the credibility of 

the development works and will also 

work as a source of information for the 

citizens which will further help in better 

implementation of developmental plans 

and projects in Urban Local Bodies. 

 The main objective of 'Nagar 

Darshan' is to make all government 

services accessible to citizens through 



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com 156 
 

the websites of Urban Local Bodies 

which would ensure efficiency, 

transparency and reliability of all 

services provided to citizens. 

(This initiative of Haryana state 

government can be learning 

experience for Himachal state 

government.) 

6. ADVANCED 

MULTIDISCIPLINARY 

TRAFFIC RESEARCH CENTRE 

 To curb road accident fatalities using 

futuristic scientific tools of artificial 

intelligence and machine learning, 

Punjab Director General of Police 

(DGP) has inaugurated the state-of-the-

art ‘Punjab Road Safety and Traffic 

Research Centre’ at Punjab Police’s 

NRI Affairs Office in Mohali. 

 Established by Punjab Government at 

the cost of Rs two crores, the first-of-

its-kind advanced multidisciplinary 

traffic research centre has facilities 

including artificial intelligence, geo-

informatics, 3D mapping, drone 

surveys, crash investigation, accident 

reconstruction, road engineering, and 

automotive safety. The Centre 

comprises an incubation hub, conference 

room, and library. 

 Five Variable Message Signboards 

(VMS) — a digital signboard have been 

installed at the state border entry points 

including Jammu and Kashmir, 

Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, UT of 

Chandigarh, and Rajasthan to give real-

time information and alerts on traffic 

congestion, weather or to notify any 

advance or emergency information to 

the travellers coming to Punjab. 

 The future of Traffic Police will be 

shaped by factual knowledge and 

scientific interventions, and this 

Centre will act as an enabler to meet 

the futuristic challenges and needs of the 

modern Traffic Management in the 

State. 

 The Centre will also act as an advanced 

training centre for Gazetted Officers 

of Punjab Police and Nodal Centre of 

Implementation for the Ministry of 

Road Transport and Highways and 

Punjab Government’s ambitious iRAD 

Project.  

 Notably, the Integrated Road Accident 

Database (iRAD) project is an 

initiative of the Union Ministry of 

Road Transport and Highways 

(MoRTH) with the objective to 
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improve road safety in the country by 

enriching the accident databases.  

 The way the vehicle technology and 

road infrastructure getting upgraded, to 

meet the future challenges, the 

enforcement agencies are required to 

upgrade themselves from an intuition-

based method of traffic control or 

regulation to the modern methods of 

Traffic Management based upon real-

time information. 

 As per the data, Punjab has been losing 

11-12 useful lives daily in road 

accidents. In 2020, Punjab recorded a 

reduction of about 14 percent in road 

accident fatalities compared with 2019, 

following the declining trend of 2021. 

 Recent interventions like the black 

spot identification and rectification 

programme, Safe Punjab programme, 

and the vision zero programme by 

bringing in the road safety expert to 

solve the problems have achieved 

significant results in terms of reduction 

in road accidents and fatalities. 

 This is first of its kind research centre in 

the country conceptualised on the Data 

to Decision (D2D) approach, and the 

quality state-specific research will 

shape up the future implementation 

strategies and will be helpful to optimise 

the result in terms of reduction on road 

accidents and fatalities. 

(It can be suggested to Himachal 

state government to incorporate 

for Good Governance.) 

V. SMART GOVERNANCE 

1. INTELLIGENT TRAFFIC 

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

(ITMS) 

 Third eye will keep vigil on all 

important locations in Shimla city as 

219 CCTV cameras will be installed at 

88 significant places in the city while an 

Intelligent Traffic Management System 

(ITMS) will come up at five places. 

 The Intelligent Traffic Management 

System (ITMS) would be installed at 

Navbahar, BCS, Tutikandi, Dhalli and 

Totu and an automatic challan would be 

issued for over speeding, red light 

jumping and other traffic rules 

violations. 

 The Urban Development Department 

has approved and sanctioned Rs 3.24 

crore to Shimla Police under Shimla 

Smart City project for installation of 

CCTV cameras and traffic and other 
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necessary equipment for police, sources 

in the police confirmed. 

 An amount of Rs 2.65 crore has been 

sanctioned for the installation of 

CCTV/ITMS at important places of 

the city. A Central Control Centre would 

be set up in Police Lines, Shimla, 

besides five control centres in five 

police stations of the city. 

 The CCTV cameras will be useful in 

maintaining law and order, ensuring 

better traffic management, preventing 

and detecting criminal activities, 

keeping vigil on suspicious persons, 

activities and vehicles resulting in 

improved safety and security of public. 

 Bullet cameras would be installed at 

busy areas and the already installed 147 

CCTV cameras at 57 places set up at a 

cost of Rs 50 lakh would be linked with 

the control rooms.  

 The idea is to move towards invisible, 

smart and prompt policing. 

 Apart from this, funds have also been 

sanctioned to Shimla Police for body 

worn camera, laser speed gun, speed 

board and electric scooter and other 

equipment. 

2. DRONES TO KEEP TABS ON 

TRAFFIC IN KULLU DISTRICT 

 In view of the tourist rush at Kullu-

Manali and Manikaran, the police 

have started making adequate 

arrangements for traffic management.  

 The police have decided to use drones 

at key locations to monitor the traffic 

movement. 

 As temperature is rising in the plains, 

the tourists are rushing to Kullu-Manali, 

Kasol and Manikaran to escape from the 

scorching heat. Since the beginning of 

April, these places have been witnessing 

considerable rush of tourists, especially 

at the weekend. 

 To monitor traffic movement in Kullu-

Manali and Manikaran, the police will 

use drone cameras at key points on 

these roads.  

 Additional police force had been 

deployed in Kullu-Manali up to Marhi 

near Rohtang Pass and towards Atal 

Tunnel beyond Manali to regulate flow 

of traffic.  

 Similarly, the police personnel have 

been deployed on the Bhuntar-

Manikaran road to regulate traffic. 
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 Around 450 police personnel and 150 

Home Guard jawans have been 

deployed in the district at key locations 

to regulate the traffic. 

 At present, the movement of light 

vehicles bound to Manali is being 

diverted to Manali from Bhuntar Bailey 

bridge to avoid traffic rush to Kullu 

town from Bhuntar side. However, this 

bridge was closed for heavy vehicles. As 

a result, all heavy vehicles including 

Volvo buses are plying to Manali via 

Kullu town, causing traffic congestion 

between Bhuntar and Ramshila road 

stretch. 

3. ONLINE FAST TAG 

COLLECTION OF GREEN TAX  

 Manali, the first green tax barrier in 

Himachal, has become online. In this 

barrier near Manali's Rangadi, now 

payment will be taken from tourist 

vehicles only through FASTag.  

 This green tax barrier operated by the 

tourism department has been upgraded 

online by the district administration 

Kullu. The district residents have 

welcomed this initiative of Kullu 

administration. Due to the Green Tax 

Barrier being online, tourists will get a 

big relief. Usually, there was a jam here 

while collecting green tax. 

Annual income of four to five crores 

 An annual income of four to five crore 

rupees is generated from the Green 

Tax Barrier in Manali's Rangadi. It is 

spent on the development of Preni, 

Shanag, Burua, Shaleen, Nasogi, Old 

Manali, Palchan, Vashisht and 

Chachoga of the Ujhi Valley. 

 The online FASTag facility had been 

installed at the barrier so that vehicles 

coming from other states do not face any 

inconvenience.  

 Now, all vehicles will not have to wait 

in queues.  

 This would save both time and fuel. 

 The facility had been provided in 

collaboration with the IHMCL, the 

NPCI and IDFC First Bank. The facility 

would bring efficiency and 

transparency. It would also be easy to 

know how many vehicles entered 

Manali from outside. This barrier 

equipped with the facility was designed 

for seamless transactions and less 

human intervention so that vehicles 

coming from other states do not face any 

problem in paying green tax. 
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 The amount received from green tax 

would be spent on pollution control and 

other development works in Manali and 

its adjoining areas. The infrastructure 

would be developed near the Manali 

Volvo bus stand and other places to 

boost tourism activities. 

 All vehicles from other states are levied 

a tax to enter the town. Two wheelers 

are charged Rs 100, LMVs Rs 200, 

medium vehicles Rs 300 and heavy 

vehicles Rs 500. The tax paid is valid 

for seven days. Till now, the green tax 

was collected from the vehicles of 

tourists manually since its inception on 

June 19, 2004.  

 There was just a single window to 

collect the tax causing traffic jams. 

Now, two lanes with automated boom 

barriers have been built to collect the tax 

through FASTag. 

4. USE OF DRONE TECHNOLOGY 

FOR LAND DEMARCATION IN 

KANGRA DISTRICT 

 The Kangra district administration 

has planned to adopt drone technology 

for demarcation and division of land 

and preparing documents in populated 

areas. A demo survey of the technology 

was conducted at Kopra panchayat in 

Nurpur tehsil of the district from 

February 5 to 7. 

COST EFFECTIVE, SAVES TIME 

 Under the Swamitav scheme of the 

Central Government, the drone 

technology would be used to measure 

land in populated areas.  

 It was a revolutionary scheme 

proposed by the state and Central 

governments, which would help in 

providing property cards to people in 

‘abaadi’ or Lal Dora areas in rural 

areas of the district. 

 Initially the demo survey was being 

done in Kangra and Hamirpur 

districts. Under the exercise, revenue 

officials demarcated ‘abadi’ and Lal 

Dora areas and also drew sub plots with 

the help of gram panchayat members 

and using the drone technology. The 

demarcation process was completed in 

six revenue villages of Sanglot, Sanera, 

Uprihar, Bharmal, Basa Thandia, and 

Maheti.  

 Drones provided by the Survey of India 

were flown over these areas to capture 

maps demarcated using white limestone 

powder.  
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 This is one of a kind experiment in 

Himachal Pradesh in which the drone 

technology was used for land 

demarcation. 

 

 The biggest advantage of drones is that 

it not only reduces cost but also saves a 

lot of time. Drones are a new dimension 

of the modern technology, which can be 

easily controlled and also used for daily 

tasks. The drone technology will prove 

to be useful for the youth in future and 

important steps will be taken towards 

training them. 

 The first drone pilot school of the 

state was established at the ITI, 

Shahpur. 

 

5. USE OF DRONE TECHNOLOGY 

 Drones will soon be seen spraying 

fertilizers and medicines in the fields 

and gardens of Himachal Pradesh.  

 The Department of Information and 

Technology has selected nine 

companies to facilitate the purchase and 

rental of drones.  

 Any department or person can avail this 

service by paying a fee.  

 Drones can also be used for agriculture, 

horticulture, fairs, delivery of medicines, 

security and other events.  

 The prices have been fixed by the 

department for taking the services of 

selected companies.  

 The security of the main temples 

including the Shaktipeeths of the state 

is also ready to be handed over to the 

drones.  

 During the main events to be held in 

Shaktipeeths, the local administration 

will be able to take the help of drones to 

maintain security arrangements.  

 Due to budget constraints, the concerned 

administrations are not in a position to 

procure drones. In such a situation, the 

administrative officers will be able to 

hire the drone for a few days by 

contacting the IT department for a 

particular occasion.  
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WELFARE SECTION 

I. HEALTH SECTOR 

1. HIMACHAL PRADESH BEST IN 

TB ERADICATION 

 Himachal Pradesh has again secured the 

top rank in the National Tuberculosis 

Elimination Programme among the 

states having a population of more than 50 

lakh. 

 Himachal has bagged the top position in 

the programmatic intervention for the 

fourth year in a row. 

 It’s a matter of pride for the state and 

everyone is involved in the TB elimination 

programme. The consistently good 

showing at the national level indicates the 

good work the state is doing in eliminating 

TB. 

 In the sub-national TB free certification 

for 2021-22, eight districts have been 

given silver medal, while three have 

received bronze medal.  

 The target is to reduce the TB incidence to 

80 per cent, considering 2015 the base 

year. The districts, which have received 

silver medals, have reduced it by 20 to 40 

per cent, while the district given bronze 

have reduced it by up to 20 per cent. 

 With 80 per cent reduction in TB 

incidences being the ultimate goal, the 

state, though the best performer, has a 

long way to go before achieving the goal.  

 This could be achieved before 2025 but 

the programme has to be scaled up into a 

campaign. 

 Also, the other departments need to 

become a part of the campaign, Health 

Department can’t do it alone. 

 The entire infrastructure will need to be 

bolstered, a lot of Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) initiatives will be 

required. 

2. HEALTH ATMs IN LAHAUL-

SPITI DISTRICT 

 Four health ATMs will be set up in tribal 

district of Lahaul and Spiti to upgrade 

health system. 

 To be set up at a cost of Rs 60 lakh, these 

ATMs will have a provision of conducting 

58 medical tests in digitally operated 

machine. 
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 The health ATM is a one-stop digital 

touch-point integrated machine designed 

to diagnose all chronic disease, delivering 

primary care and diagnostics. 

 ATM for healthcare will have the built-in 

latest diagnostic equipment for the 

diagnosis of basic vitals in cardiology, 

neurology, pulmonary testing, 

gynaecology and clinical diagnostic and 

life-saving equipment. 

 Like an ATM in a bank, Health ATM is a 

touch-screen kiosk hardware, designed 

for managing health-related information 

which allows individuals to access their 

personal health information through any 

Internet connected web browser. To 

operate these ATMs in the district, trained 

health staff would be deployed. 

 A demo was given at Shimla successfully 

by the service provider about their health 

ATM. So, it was decided to set up four 

health ATMs in Lahaul valley in the first 

phase. The cost of one ATM is Rs 15 

lakh. 

 Lahaul & Spiti would be the first in 

Himachal to introduce the services for 

the convenience of people in the remote 

region of Himachal. 

 These ATMs would be set up at Keylong, 

Udaipur and Shansha while one would 

be set up in mobile health van. 

 The state government has sanctioned sum 

of Rs 60 lakh and the facility would be set 

up in the district soon. 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

HEALTH ATM SYSTEM 

 Health ATM is a one-stop 

digital touch-point integrated 

machine designed to diagnose 

all chronic disease. 

 ATMs will have a provision of 

conducting 58 medical tests in 

digital machine. 

 These ATMs will be set up at 

Keylong, Udaipur and 

Shansha while one would be 

set up in mobile health van. 
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3. STRENGTHENING 

TELEMEDICINE SERVICES IN 

CHAMBA DISTRICT 

 AIIMS Bilaspur signed Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with District 

Administration Chamba (HP) for 

collaboration in the areas of the 

Telemedicine, diagnostics & patient 

care services. 

 Both the parties decided to work closely 

on the Telemedicine, diagnostics & 

patient care services. There will be an 

attempt to enhance the knowledge in the 

fields of telemedicine as an alternative 

healthcare model in tribal/rural areas. 

 The AIIMS, Bilaspur will be providing 

Technical expertise through their faculty 

members, telemedicine equipment and 

peripherals, manpower training required 

relevant for the improvement of 

penetration of telehealth services in the 

Tribal/rural areas. 

 The district administration will provide 

the manpower support, already working in 

the health facilities, consumables/reagents 

/medicines, boarding, lodging and travel 

arrangements for the team for their visits 

to district Chamba, during the duration of 

project. 

 Both the parties will have public service, 

research, community outreach interest in 

this project, which will guide the policy 

decisions. 

4. DRONE-BASED DELIVERY OF 

VACCINES AND HEALTH 

SERVICES IN CHAMBA 

DISTRICT 

 Trials for a drone-based delivery of 

vaccines and health services in Chamba 

were conducted from February 14 to 17. 

 The trials were in collaboration with Skye 

Air Company through drones in remote 

areas of the district. 

 Drones would be helpful to reach patients 

in far-flung areas on time and it would 

also save time. 

5. STRENGTHING HEALTH 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

 MRI machine from Germany and 

Anesthesia work station will be brought 

from China for Kothipura AIIMS in 

Bilaspur. 

 Four D Color Doppler is being ordered 

from Singapore and 1000 mA X-ray 

machine is being brought from 

Netherlands. 
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 Other machines to be installed in AIIMS 

will be purchased within the country. 

 The lab and other machinery will be set up 

by HLL Life Care at AIIMS. 

 The hospital building will be inaugurated 

by the end of June by Prime Minister. 

 The company has completed about 80% 

work of AIIMS. One of the three blocks of 

AIIMS Hospital is completely ready.  

 

6. SPECIAL HEALTH CAMPS IN 

TRIBAL DISTRICT 

 AIIMS will organise special health camps 

to facilitate residents of Lahaul & Spiti. 

 The integrated telemedicine platform 

will ensure real-time monitoring of 

patients by experts. They will also give 

their advice by viewing the online test 

report. 

 AIIMS will conduct research studies on 

diseases occurring in the high-altitude 

region in collaboration with the ICMR 

centre at Keylong. 

 This memorandum of understanding 

(MoU) was signed between AIIMS, 

Bilaspur, and the Lahaul-Spiti 

administration for better health facilities to 

people of the district through the 

integrated tele-medicine platform. 

 The Indian Council of Medical 

Research (ICMR) Centre at PGI, 

Chandigarh, will also be involved in it. 

 The tribal district is not only the largest in 

the state, but geographical and climatic 

difficulties also remain a major hindrance 

in providing better healthcare to the 

people. In such a situation, this agreement 

will be a great relief for the people. The 

MOU is based on important components 

like telemedicine, diagnostic and patient 

care. 

 AIIMS will not only cooperate in the field 

of healthcare but also assist in research 

and evaluation studies in line with the 

National Health Policy to ensure the 

effective implementation of the National 

Health Policy in Lahaul-Spiti. 

 However, the Satate government has filled 

many posts of doctors in the health 

institutions of Lahaul and Spiti, special 
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healthcare is yet to be available in the 

district. Doctors will now get direct 

consultation from experts of AIIMS. After 

the agreement, the major health 

institutions of the district will remain in 

touch with AIIMS. 

 The MoU was signed for five years and 

the district administration will ensure its 

cooperation to AIIMS, Bilaspur. 

 

7. HIMCARE HEALTH CARD 

 Himcare health cards will now be made 

for three years at a cost of Rs 1,000 and 

Rs 365 in different categories specified by 

the government. 

 The card holders will get a health 

insurance of Rs 5 lakh every year for 

medical treatment. 

 Earlier, the health card was made for one 

year at a cost of Rs 1,000 and Rs 365 for 

different categories. 

 Poor people were getting health cards for 

Rs 365 for one year, while others for Rs 

1,000. 

 Under the Himcare scheme, the state 

government is giving health insurance up 

to Rs 5 lakh per year. 

 Common people can avail of the health 

facility free of cost in government as well 

as private hospitals specified by the 

government. 

8. MENTAL HEALTH STATUS 

 Himachal Pradesh has recorded a sharp 

increase of 29.3% in suicides during 

COVID pandemic. 

 The possible reasons for suicide includes 

stress, uncertainty and financial 

insecurity. 

 709 suicides were reported in 2019, 856 in 

2020 and 917 in 2021. 

 The maximum suicide in 2021 were 

reported in Baddi (31) followed by Sadar 

Solan, Sadar Hamirpur, Baijnath, Sadar 

Bilaspur. 

 With an upsurge in suicide cases, the HP 

Police have started maintaining records of 

suicides in special registers kept at all 

133 police stations in the state. 
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 There is a need to involve all stakeholders 

to provide help to people in stress. Police 

administration has urged the district 

administrations to take steps by roping in 

local bodies, health officials and NGOs to 

address the issue. 

Year No. of Suicides 

2019 709 

2020 856 

2021 917 

 

9. WORKSHOP ON INDIAN 

KNOWLEDGE SYSTEM, 

MENTAL HEALTH 

 The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 

Mandi organised a workshop on ‘Indian 

Knowledge System (IKS) and Mental 

Health’ between March 25 and 27, 2022 

through a partnership between IIT Mandi 

iHub and HCI Foundation. 

 The IIT Mandi workshop on IKS and 

mental health was sponsored by the State 

Bank of India, Netweb Technologies, and 

Hospimedical. Academia, industry, 

researchers, experts, and practitioners of 

the Indian Knowledge System attended 

the programme. 

 The workshop included expert 

presentations, poster sessions, panel 

discussions, and brainstorming sessions on 

graduate curriculum and different research 

topics. 

 Topics such as yoga and meditation, art 

forms endorsing mental health, 

ayurveda, psychology and mental 

health were discussed during the event. 

 In a world driven by cutting-edge 

artificial intelligence and human-

computer interaction, the Indian 

knowledge system (IKS) education may 

first seem to be an urban legend. 

However, recent research reveals the 

importance and benefits of IKS for the 

human body, mental health, and 

wellbeing. 

 In fact, IKS has deep roots that are 

grounded in Indian history, philosophy, 

society, arts, languages, science and 

technology, and life sciences. 

10. KANGRA TEA FOR IMMUNITY 

BOOST 

 “Immunity boosting” has become a 

trending topic since COVID-19 came into 

existence. 
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 Since the spread of Covid-19 many 

companies and brands have claimed their 

product to be effective at boosting 

immunity and fighting this novel virus. 

 Scientists from around the world have 

been finding the elements that can fight 

the virus and boost immunity. 

 During these times the scientists at the 

Institute of Himalaya Bioresource 

Technology (IHBT), in Palampur, 

Himachal Pradesh claimed after a survey 

that the chemicals that are found in 

Kangra tea could be effective at boosting 

immunity. 

 Polyphenols present in the tea are more 

effective against the virus than anti-HIV 

drugs. 

 Polyphenols are expected to bind to a 

specific vital protein which is more 

effective than commercially available anti-

HIV drugs that are now approved for 

treating Covid-19 patients. 

 To make it more effective some herbal 

and black teas blended with AYUSH- 

recommend herbs are also available. 

 

 

 This could be a game-changer for the lost 

Kangra Tea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. STRENGTHENING HEALTH 

SERVICES IN REMOTE AREAS 

 Strengthening of health facilities in the 

inaccessible rural areas of the state is one 

of the top priorities of the state 

government.  

 It has taken many innovative initiatives to 

ensure health facilities in every nook and 

corner of the state. 

 With the aim of providing health 

facilities in the inaccessible areas, 

Jeevan Dhara Mobile Ambulance 

Service and Mobile Medical Unit 

Service have been started in the state.  

 For the first time in the state, priority is 

being given to provide health facilities 

to the most inaccessible, deprived and 

backward areas of the state through these 

services.  
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 Health Services are being ensured by 

deploying doctors and other paramedical 

staff in Jeevan Dhara Mobile 

Ambulance Service. 

 This was the first time in the state that 

health facilities were taken out of the four 

walls of hospitals to the village through 

mobile health units. For which the state 

government deployed about 10 Jeevan 

Dhara mobile ambulances through the 

health department.  

 Through these mobile medical units, OPD 

facility is also being provided along with 

screening of other diseases including 

blood pressure, diabetes and cancer. After 

the health check-up, treatment and 

medicines related to the disease are also 

being provided to the patients. 

 In the initial phase, health facilities are 

being provided through Jeevan Dhara 

mobile ambulance service in the 

inaccessible areas of seven districts viz. 

Chamba, Kangra, Kullu, Mandi, 

Shimla, Sirmaur and Solan.  

 Two Jeevan Dhara mobile ambulances 

have been deployed in Kangra, Mandi and 

Shimla districts and one each in Chamba, 

Kullu, Sirmaur and Solan districts.  

 As many as 2131 camps were organized in 

difficult areas during the last one year 

through this service.  

 About 86544 OPD, NCD i.e. blood 

pressure and sugar testing of 15588 cases, 

examination of 1352 pregnant women and 

64440 tests related to various diseases 

were done through this service.  

 A total of 104608 people have been tested 

in OPD and 74273 different types of 

laboratory tests have been done through 

Jeevan Dhara Mobile Ambulance Service. 

 Jeevan Dhara Mobile Ambulance Service 

has done a great job in saving precious 

human lives even during the COVID-19 

crisis.  

 With a view to prevent this pandemic, the 

state government has provided facilities to 

the common people through this service 

by ensuring access to Covid vaccination, 

treatment facilities of the common flu 

and medicines at door steps. 

 With the aim of providing relief to the 

patients suffering from serious kidney 

diseases in the state and providing dialysis 

facility at home to such patients, in 

collaboration with the Hans Foundation 

Charity Trust of Uttarakhand.  
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 To facilitate the patients suffering from 

kidney disease, the state government 

signed an MoU with this trust on 5th 

January, 2022 and started 40 medical 

mobile units and 10 dialysis centers in the 

state, in which free treatment facilities are 

provided for kidney disease.  

 This service has been duly started in the 

state by Chief Minister on 10th March, 

2022.  

 In the 10 dialysis centers being set up in 

collaboration with the Hans Foundation 

Charitable Trust in the state, patients 

suffering from kidney disease have got 

free facilities, while mobile medical 

vehicles go from village to village and 

provide free health check-up to the people.  

 Teams providing health services including 

doctors have been deployed in these 

vehicles, in which a doctor, a technician, a 

pharmacist and a social security officer 

have been deployed. 

II. EDUCATION SECTOR 

1. HIMACHAL’S FIRST DRONE 

SCHOOL IN KANGRA DISTRICT 

 The state’s first drone pilot school was 

inaugurated at Industrial Training 

Institute in Shahpur of Kangra district. 

 This ITI was one of the oldest in the state. 

This school would go a long way in 

providing jobs and self-employment 

oriented training to the youth of the area. 

 Drones are a new dimension of modern-

era technology which can be easily 

controlled by any person and can also be 

used for daily tasks. 

 Drone was an innovative technology that 

could be highly useful for keeping vigil on 

crops, besides being used for spraying of 

pesticides and insecticides. 

 Drone technology was being used to 

demarcate land and prepare documents of 

populated areas in the state. 

 The biggest advantage of using drones 

was not only that they reduced cost, but 

also saved a lot of time. 

 Drone technology will prove to be useful 

for the youth in the coming times and 

important steps will be taken towards 

training them for this. 

2. SARDAR PATEL UNIVERSITY IN 

MANDI DISTRICT 

 Sardar Patel University in Mandi is the 

second state-funded general university. 
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 Higher educational institutions of six 

districts will come under its jurisdiction. 

 At present, Himachal has one agriculture 

and one horticulture and forestry 

university, a technical and a medical 

university, besides Himachal Pradesh 

University (HPU) in Shimla and Central 

University in Kangra and 17 private 

universities. 

 The jurisdiction of the HPU, which was 

established in 1970 with control over all 

colleges and institutions of higher 

education, will be curtailed, as the 

institutions in six districts, including 

Mandi, Kullu, Lahaul and Spiti, and 

Hamirpur, will be affiliated with the new 

university. 

 The government had given a decent burial 

to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Cluster 

University set up in 2018 and all its assets, 

along with teaching and non-teaching 

faculty, will stand transferred to Sardar 

Patel University. 

 The new university has been set up and Rs 

10 crore has been provided in the Budget. 

It is likely to have recurring expenditure 

of around Rs 90 crore. 

 

3. CHANTING OF SHLOKAS IN 

SCHOOLS 

 The Himachal Pradesh School Education 

Board (HPSEB) is going to introduce 

Sanskrit from Class III and Vedic 

mathematics from Class VI from 2022 

session. 

 Besides, the state has plans to start 

teaching the Bhagvad Gita as a subject to 

students from Class IX to XII from next 

year, 2023. 

 The aim is to make the students aware of 

their culture. The Bhagvad Gita will be 

taught in schools in Sanskrit and Hindi. 

Also, Sanskrit will be introduced from 

Class III since it is rich in vocabulary, 

literature and values. 

 The board has prepared the syllabus for 

teaching Sanskrit and Vedic 

mathematics in all government and board 

affiliated schools. 

 It would take time to start teaching the 

Bhagvad Gita. 

 The student strength in board schools in 

Class III is around 1.50 lakh, while in 

Class VI it’s around 1.25 lakh. 
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 The HPSEB will be the first education 

board in the country to introduce 

Sanskrit at the primary level. 

 For Class III and IV, the Sanskrit 

examinations would be objective. After 

that, the exams will be descriptive. 

 For Vedic mathematics, the basics and 

introduction of the subject will begin in 

Class VI. 

 The younger generation must be taught 

Sanskrit so that they could feel proud of 

their rich culture and traditions. 

 Sanskrit is the most ancient language 

and perfect among the great languages of 

the world. It is the greatest treasure given 

to the world by ancient India. 

 The state Assembly in February 2019 

passed a Bill to make Sanskrit the second 

official language of the state. The first 

official language of Himachal is Hindi. 

 In an order on March 4, the Director of 

Higher Education directed that prayers in 

the morning school assembly may be in 

English, Hindi and Sanskrit to develop the 

interest of students in these languages 

also. 

 Raj Bhavan would set up a special cell 

that would advise on the spread and 

practice of Sanskrit. 

 Sanskrit is a divine language that needs to 

be converted into a lokbhasha’ (lingua 

franca). 

4. REMEDIAL CLASSES 

 The State Project Director, Integrated 

Scheme for School Education (ISSC), 

have designed remedial classes for 

students of Class XI and XII, who have 

secured less than 40 per cent marks. 

 As per the directions, online classes will 

be held through four studious at Mandi, 

Hamirpur, Kangra and Solan districts 

and qualified persons, including 

postgraduate teachers, lecturers, and heads 

of the local communities, will be hired for 

the purpose. 

 Those who have been consistently 

performing well academically will be 

chosen to teach these classes.  

 As many as 28,660 students (20,011 of 

Class XI and 8,649 of Class XII) have 

been identified for the remedial studio 

classes in all four districts. 

 The project has been designed keeping in 

view learning losses suffered by students 
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during the pandemic and Rs 1.34 crore has 

been earmarked for it. 

 The project will be implemented through 

District Institute of Education and 

Training (DIET) at the block and school 

levels. 

 YouTube live classes or their links are to 

be shared in the form of digital posters 

with the identified students and the subject 

teachers. 

 An amount of over Rs 1.34 crore, at the 

rate of Rs 468 per student, is to be spent 

on Internet access, mobile phone data or 

memory cards. 

 A sum of Rs 9.52 lakh will be spent on 

conducting online classes, and Rs 1.34 

crore on providing Internet facility to 

28,660 students, who have scored less 

than 40 per cent in 11 identified subjects. 

 Issues such as identifying qualified 

teachers of English, maths, Hindi, history, 

political science, economics, business 

studies, accounts, physics, chemistry and 

biology in various areas is a time-

consuming exercise. 

 The maximum number of 5,665 students 

has been identified in Kangra district, 

followed by 3,809 in Chamba, 3,505 in 

Mandi, 3,226 in Sirmaur, 3,030 in Shimla, 

2,273 in Solan, 2138 in Kullu, 1,934 in 

Una, 1,417 in Hamirpur, 1,320 in 

Bilaspur, 234 in Kinnaur and 109 in 

Lahaul Spiti districts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. SKILL DEVELOPMENT 

 An MoU was signed between Himachal 

Pradesh Kaushal Vikas Nigam (HPKVN) 

and EdCIL Limited. 

 With signing of this MoU, 1,800 

candidates would be trained in the sectors 

of information technology and tourism 

and hospitality. 

 EdCIL will provide courseware, deploy 

trainers, conduct training, provide 

certifications and facilitate placements. 
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6. SHOOLINI YOGANANDA AYUSH 

MEDICITY 

 The Department of AYUSH and Shoolini 

University signed an MoU.  

 The MoU has been signed for setting up 

“Shoolini Yogananda AYUSH 

Medicity”.  

 It is aimed at reviving the principles and 

practices of ancient knowledge, science, 

and practice with students and scholars 

from diverse areas in a Gurukul culture 

equipped with modern technology.  

III. DRUG MENACE SECTOR 

1. ANTI-DRUG UNDERTAKING 

 All schools, including hostels in 

Himachal, will be compulsorily declared 

“No Drugs, No Intoxication Zone”. 

 Students will have to give an undertaking 

while filling the admission form that they 

are aware that the school is a “No 

Intoxication Zone” and he will refrain 

from consuming intoxicants or narcotic 

substance. 

 As per the guidelines issued by the 

Education Department regarding the 

implementation of the “Integrated Drug 

Prevention Policy-2022”, any violation of 

these guidelines will attract disciplinary 

action, including expulsion from the 

institution. 

 Besides, sports, yoga and meditation will 

be made compulsory for faculty members 

and students in the institution. 

 In order to create awareness against 

drug abuse, all schools shall essentially 

organise contests like debates, 

declamations, essay-writing, painting, 

slogan-writing, skits, short plays, rallies 

etc to focus on ill-effects of drugs abuse 

and alcoholism. 
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 NSS volunteers, NCC leaders, students 

and parents shall draw an exhaustive plan 

to disseminate awareness and 

sensitisation programmes periodically. 

 NCC cadets, NSS volunteers and Scouts 

and Guides will be involved in reporting 

peddlers to the police while the 

administrative, teaching and non-teaching 

staff of schools will be encouraged to look 

out for peddlers in their vicinity and report 

them to the police. 

 The Director, Higher Education, has urged 

all the Deputy Directors of Education to 

direct the schools under their jurisdiction 

to organise meetings of school 

management committees, parents and 

anti-drug clubs of the school and invite 

the medical health department or any other 

counsellors, psychologists for sensitising 

students on drug abuse. 

 Anonymous surveys will be conducted to 

assess the levels of drug addiction among 

students to identify addicts and talk to 

their parents to find medical help. 

 Schools shall constitute anti-drug clubs 

and introduce anti-drug campaigns 

under their “Internal Quality 

Assurance Mechanism” to promote a 

drug-free life among its members and in 

the institutions. 

 

2. INCREASING 'CHITTA' 

CONSUMPTION IN HIMACHAL 

PRADESH 

 Heroin derivative ‘chitta’ being smuggled 

into Himachal Pradesh from Punjab is 

more addictive and fatal than the one 

CATCHWORDS: 

Guidelines by Education Department 

 All schools will organise contests, 

plays, rallies etc to focus on ill-

effects of drugs abuse and 

alcoholism. 

 NSS volunteers and parents will 

draw a plan to hold sensitisation 

programmes against drug abuse. 

 Teachers and volunteers will be 

involved in reporting peddling to 

the police. 

 Anonymous surveys will be 

conducted to identify addicted 

students to seek help for them. 

 Any violation of the norms will 

attract action. 
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sourced from Delhi, a forensic 

examination of the samples seized by the 

state police from various locations has 

found. 

RISE IN SEIZURES 

Year Quality 

2017 3.417 Kg 

2022 14.907 Kg 

 

 ‘Chitta’ or diacetylmorphine is an 

adulterated form of heroin and it also 

comprises other drugs.  

 The samples of ‘chitta’ supplied from 

Punjab, which were seized in Kangra and 

Mandi districts, have been found to 

contain heroin and drugs trimethorphim 

and megaloblastic. It is said to be highly 

addictive and can cause a drastic decline 

in platelets. 

 That consuming ‘chitta’ regularly for three 

to four months could result in platelets 

falling below 10,000, which could prove 

fatal. 

 On the other hand, the ‘chitta’ sourced 

from Delhi markets was a combination of 

heroin, paracetamol and 

dextromethorphan, which was 

comparatively less lethal. 

 Heroin was supplied to India mainly 

through two routes –  ‘Golden crescent’, 

originating from Afghanistan, Iran and 

Pakistan and reaching Punjab; and 

‘Golden triangle’, reaching Delhi and 

other parts from Myanmar, Laos and 

Thailand.  

 ‘Chitta’ consumption in Himachal had 

increased manifold over the past five 

years, something evident from the rise in 

seizures from 3.417 kg in 2017 to 14.907 

kg in 2022. 

 According to a 2020 survey conducted on 

1,150 inmates of de-addiction centres in 

Himachal, the addiction of ‘chitta’ and 

semi-synthetic opioids (adulterated form 

of heroin) had surpassed cannabis (charas) 

and other drugs in the age group of 15 to 

30 years.  

 From a drug-transit nation in 2003, India 

had become the final destination for 

narcotics. Narco-terrorism is here and 

Pakistan is ruining India’s socio-economic 

fabric by pumping in drugs. 
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3. USE OF MULTIPLE DRUGS IN 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

 The menace of drugs supply, which 

initially started from Punjab as a 

smuggling transit point from the 

‘Golden Crescent’ (Afghanistan, Iran and 

Pakistan) to Europe, first engulfed the 

State and later spread to the neighbouring 

Himachal Pradesh. Due to the inability of 

law-enforcement agencies to control the 

illegality, all kinds of drugs are being 

smuggled into Himachal from Punjab. 

Compounding the matters, drug peddling 

from the ‘Eastern Golden Triangle’ 

(Myanmar, Laos and Thailand) is also 

thriving simultaneously. 

 According to a recent report, the 

prevalence of psychotropic drugs 

(heroin, charas, ganja, chitta, opioids etc) 

across the region is roughly three to four 

times the national average, affecting 

most youth in the 15-30 age category.  

 In Himachal, 5,972 persons including 44 

foreigners have been arrested in 4,514 

cases under the NDPS Act from 2019 to 

2021. The gravity can be gauged from the 

Drug Prevention Helpline data, which 

was launched on January 6, 2022, and is 

managed jointly by the HP State Mental 

Health Authority (HPSMHA) and 

Nasha Nivaran Board.  

 The data indicates that the use of multiple 

drugs is on the rise and 40 per cent of calls 

received were related to multiple 

substance abuse. 

 The maximum cases were from the 

districts of Solan, followed by Kangra 

and Mandi. The main reasons for drug 

CATCHWORDS: 

Heroin derivative causes drop in 

platelets 

 ‘Chitta’ from Punjab can make 

platelets fall below 10,000, which 

can prove fatal. 

 It’s a mixture of heroin, 

trimethorphim and megaloblastic. 

 The drug reaches Punjab via 

Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan. 

 Drug supplied from Delhi is a 

combination of heroin, 

paracetamol and 

dextromethorphan. 

 It reaches India from Myanmar, 

Laos and Thailand. 
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abuse were easy availability of drugs, 

peer pressure, inquisitiveness to try 

something new and non-cordial 

relations with family. The problems were 

more acute in families where there was no 

elder member to look after the family. 

 In the face of inept handling of the 

situation by the administration, the issue 

of operating de-addiction centres 

without requisite facilities in Punjab’s 

border areas is serious. A case in point is 

the recent incident where 19 inmates fled 

a rehabilitation centre at Bir Plassi village 

in Nalagarh after thrashing the staff. 

Since running such centres in Punjab is a 

costly affair, several such centres have 

come up in Himachal’s border areas.  

 Although agencies like HPSMHA have 

laid down norms for operating such 

centres, the Rehabilitation Council of 

India has prescribed the minimum 

standards for infrastructure and manpower 

and WHO has recommended treatment 

protocols, but all rules and regulations are 

still being violated with impunity. 

 As per norms, these centres should have at 

least 75-100 sq ft area per person, facility 

for sports, yoga and meditation, 

qualified staff and psychiatrists on call.  

 Actually, however, these centres are 

operational in substandard rented premises 

having space constraints, and all the 

above-mentioned facilities are missing.  

 The patients, most of them hailing from 

Punjab, fail to get the promised care.  

 Majority of these centres have obtained 

licences as ‘Rehabilitation Centres’ and 

not ‘Substance Used Drug Treatment 

Centres’.  

 As per rules, they are not allowed to take 

in drug addicts, but they do it to make 

easy money. There is the general tendency 

in groups of influential, well-connected 

people with political patronage coming 

together to register a society and start such 

centres without bothering to follow the 

norms or appointing required specialists. 

 In 2017, the State Government had 

constituted the HPSMHA to deal with this 

problem and made the registration of de-

addiction centres mandatory. After 

receiving complaints of human rights 

violation, the Authority has taken action 

against eight de-addiction centres in 

Una district. Six of these centres have 

been issued notices and the licences of the 

other two have not been renewed. 
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 At present, there are 76 private de-

addiction and rehabilitation centres 

operating in Himachal Pradesh with a total 

capacity of about 2,500 beds.  

 As per Section 20(1) and (2) of the 

Mental Health Care Act, 2017, the 

patients admitted to these centres have the 

right to protection from cruel, inhuman 

and degrading treatment.  

 Unfortunately, in many cases, the family 

members of drug addicts lose patience and 

without understanding their real problems 

send them to the rehabilitation centres.  

 They should get the psychiatry evaluation 

of the addicts done before deciding to 

send them to these centres.  

 All six medical colleges in Himachal 

have a psychiatry department and acute 

withdrawal symptoms leading to body 

cramps, irritation and aggressive 

behaviour should be dealt with under the 

supervision of trained doctors. 

 One should understand the background of 

a person who is drawn into the trap of 

drugs. Generally, they are ignored or 

misguided people coming from difficult 

families. The family members should 

share quality time and maintain constant 

communication with one another. As they 

say, “Prevention is better than cure”.  

 The families, schools, colleges, social and 

cultural organisations should step forward 

to sensitise the masses, especially the 

youth, to live a purposeful and content life 

so that they don’t fall into the trap of 

drugs. There should be regular counselling 

for youth and their parents. 

 Sports should be made compulsory in 

schools and colleges. The youth should be 

provided gainful employment and must 

be fruitfully engaged so that they don’t 

have time to think of drugs. 

4. RISE IN HEROIN SEIZURE IN 

FIVE YEARS 

 There has been an exponential rise of 

around 240 per cent in the seizure of 

drugs in India in the past five years, as 

confiscation of heroin increased from 

2,146 kg in 2017 to 7,282 kg in 2021.  

 There has been changing trend in drug 

trafficking and abuse scenario, UNODC 

(United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime) World Drug Report 2021, says 

that 94 per cent of the sales in darknet 

markets are related to drugs. 
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 There is an increase of 72 per cent in the 

seizure of opium — from 2,551 kg in 

2017 to 4,386 kg in 2021 — and 91 per 

cent increase in the seizure of cannabis, 

from 3,52,539 kg in 2017 to 6,75,631 kg 

in 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECOVERY NUMBERS 

Drug 2017 2021 Rise 

Heroin 2,146 kg 7,282 kg 240% 

Opium 2,551 kg 4,386 kg 72% 

Cannabis 3,52,539 kg 6,75,631 kg 91% 

 

IV. SOCIAL INCLUSION 

1. SARAS AAJEEVIKA MELA-2022  

 The 10-day Saras Aajeevika Mela-2022 

was organized by the Rural Development 

Department, Himachal Pradesh and 

District Rural Development Agency, 

Shimla under the National Livelihood 

Mission. 

 In this fair, various self-help groups have 

earned an income of about Rs 40 lakh.  

 Through the fair where self-help groups 

have got a platform to sell their hand 

made, traditional and rural products. 

At the same time, the way is also paved 

for the expansion of handicraft culture. 

 Such events strengthen the handicrafts and 

handicrafts and work of rural and 

traditional areas and the economy of the 

artists.  

 During the 10-day fair, besides 9 districts 

of the state, handicrafts and traditional 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Darknet denotes the hidden 

internet platforms that can only be 

accessed using specialised software 

and pre-configured 

communication protocols for 

anonymous communication.  

 Drugs cartels and syndicates are 

known to use this to stay off the 

radar of law-enforcement 

agencies. 

Trafficking through darknet 

 Darknet denotes hidden internet 

platforms that can only be 

accessed using specialised software 

and pre-configured 

communication protocols for 

anonymous communication.  

 Drugs cartels and syndicates are 

known to use this to stay off the 

radar of law-enforcement 

agencies. 

 



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com 181 
 

artists and groups from 13 other states of 

the country participated in it.  

 Self-help groups from Uttar Pradesh, 

Uttarakhand, Andhra Pradesh, Punjab, 

Maharashtra, West Bengal, Sikkim, 

Haryana, Assam, Chhattisgarh and Gujarat 

participated in the fair.  

 A total of 80 stalls were set up in this fair, 

in which more than 160 artists 

participated. During this, the first, second 

and third self-help groups were awarded. 

 In this, Bushahr Disabled Self Help 

Group, the income of this group was 

about three lakhs, second charioteer self 

help group, Haryana earned about 1 lakh 

70 thousand and third prize was given to 

New Livelihood Self Help Group, 

Hamirpur – whose arrival was close to 1 

lakh 50 thousand.  

2. HIMACHAL PRADESH 

UNIVERSITY FORMS POLICY 

COVERING RIGHTS OF 

DISABLED PUPILS 

 The Himachal Pradesh University (HPU) 

has formulated a comprehensive policy 

document covering all statutory rights of 

disabled students.  

 The policy document “Equal 

Opportunity Policy for Persons with 

Disabilities” emphasises non- 

discrimination and complete 

empowerment of the disabled students and 

also envisages establishing a Grievance 

Redressal Cell for disabled students, 

teachers and employees. 

 The policy provides a major safeguard to 

such teachers and employees, so that their 

services can never be terminated due to 

disability.  

 Apart from education, the students would 

be entitled to equal opportunity in sports, 

yoga, library, coaching, skill development 

and recreational activities.  

 The university would also create a 

barrier- free environment. 

 HPU has become the first university in 

the northern states, after Delhi, to 

prepare such a policy document.  

 It would be strictly implemented and 

disabled students would not have to run 

from pillar to post to achieve their legal 

rights. 

 There were provisions of totally free 

education, free hostel, a supernumerary 

seat in Ph.D in each department every 

year, besides five per cent reservation in 
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all courses and a fully accessible library 

equipped with talking software for the 

disabled students. 

 They will also get relaxation of five years 

in upper age limit for admission while 

the visually impaired students would be 

provided e-resources.  

 The policy was aimed at promoting 

appropriate augmentative alternative 

models of communication and formats, 

including computer with talking software, 

large print, braille and Indian sign 

language. 

 Books in the library would be made 

accessible to visually impaired students 

through digitization and a pool of scribes 

would be put in place for those students 

who cannot write due to disability.  

 Till the pool is prepared, no criteria of 

educational qualification of scribes shall 

be fixed. 

 Besides provisions of free coaching, skill 

development and vocational training for 

the disabled students, the policy also states 

that the university will restructure its 

curriculum to ensure access, inclusion 

and participation in yoga and sports 

activities. 

 

Free education, 5% quota in all courses 

 Safeguard for disabled teachers and 

employees, so that their services can never 

be terminated due to disability. Students 

will be entitled to equal opportunity in 

sports, yoga, library, coaching, skill 

development and recreational activities. 

 Free education, free hostel, a 

supernumerary seat in Ph.D in each 

department every year, besides five per 

cent reservation in all courses and a 

fully accessible library equipped with 

talking software for disabled students. 

3. MOBILE CLINICS  

 The Cabinet has given approval for 

starting one Mukhya Mantri Mobile 

Clinic in all 68 Assembly segments in the 

state.  

 The mobile clinics would have facilities 

for testing, consultation, prescription, 

including dispensing of medicine, basic 

laboratory services, vaccination facilities 

and procedures by a general practitioner/ 

specialist doctor. 

 The Cabinet also approved an amendment 

to the Mukhya Mantri Swablamban 

Yojana-2022 to ensure the maximum 

coverage of eligible categories. 



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com 183 
 

 It was decided that the grants to women 

and handicapped be increased to 35 per 

cent and the grants to Scheduled Castes 

and Scheduled Tribes to 30 per cent. 

4. SOCIAL SECURITY PENSION  

 In the current financial year (2021-22), 

one lakh more people in Himachal will get 

social security pension. 

 During four years of the present 

government, 2.21 lakh people had been 

given social security pension.  

 In 2017 the budget for social security 

pension in the state was Rs 436 crore.  

 It had now increased to Rs 1,300 crore. 

The number of people being given social 

security pension had increased in the state 

after the government reduced the age for 

beneficiaries from 80 years to 60 years. 

5. SENIOR CITIZENS’ PARKS IN 

HIMACHAL STATE 

 The state government is constructing 

parks and gardens with facilities for senior 

citizens in each development block under 

MGNREGA through the Rural 

Development Department. 

 Under the Panchavati scheme, the parks 

are being developed on at least one bigha 

of land.  

 These parks are being constructed under 

the joint efforts of MGNREGA, the 

Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin) and 

the 14th Finance Commission. 

 Each park is being constructed with an 

estimated cost of Rs 8. 75 lakh, but the 

construction cost can be increased 

depending on the geographical location of 

the area. 

 In these parks, ayurvedic and medicinal 

saplings are being planted through gram 

panchayats along with recreational 

equipment, walking paths and 

entertainment facilities for the elderly. 

 Apart from this, jogging treks, special 

places for yoga, meditation classes, toilet 

facilities and solar lights are also being 

provided in each park. The services of the 

technical wing of the Rural Development 

Department are being taken for 

construction in these parks in the rural 

areas. These parks are being maintained 

through gram panchayats. 

 In the financial year 2020-21 with an 

expenditure of Rs 965 lakh, about 198 

Panchavati parks were constructed or are 
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underconstruction, whereas in 2021-22, 

about 217 locations were identified for the 

construction of these parks. 

 As many as 97 Panchavati parks would be 

constructed in Una district, 23 in Shimla 

district, 12 in Mandi district, 8 in Kullu 

district, 3 in Lahaul-Spiti, 4 in Sirmaur 

district, 7 in Solan district, 37 in Kangra 

district, 6 in Kinnaur district, 12 in 

Hamirpur district and 4 each in Bilaspur 

and Chamba districts. 

Districts Panchayat Parks 

Una 97 

Kangra 37 

Shimla 23 

Mandi 12 

Hamirpur 12 

Kullu 8 

Solan 7 

Kinnaur 6 

Sirmaur 4 

Bilaspur 4 

Chamba 4 

Lahaul-Spiti 3 

 

 Currently, the work on Panchavati parks is 

in progress at 70 places with an 

expenditure of Rs 157 lakh. 

 The government had always laid emphasis 

on rural-oriented policies to ensure rapid 

development. Through these parks, the 

physical, emotional and social needs of 

the elderly are being met. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Jogging treks, special places for 

yoga, meditation classes, toilet 

facilities and solar lights are being 

provided in each park. 

 Ayurvedic and medicinal saplings 

are being planted in these parks 

through gram panchayats. 

 The parks are being built under 

the efforts of MGNREGA, 

Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin), 

14th Finance Commission. 

 Each park is being built at an 

estimated cost of Rs8. 75 lakh, but 

the cost can go up depending on 

the geographical location of the 

area. 
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6. HAR GHAR JAL 

 There are 17.28 lakh Functional 

Household Tap Connection (FHTC) in 

the state and 1.25 lakh FHTC would be 

provided during the year 2022.  

 All households in tribal districts of 

Kinnaur and Lahaul-Spiti have been 

provided with tapped water connections.  

 24 blocks, 2284 gram panchayats and 

14525 villages are now Har Ghar Jal. 

 Himachal Pradesh is best performing state 

as per Functionality Assessment 

conducted by Government of India in 

overall functionality and among the top 10 

in FHTCs coverage. 

7. CENTRAL ASSISTANCE FOR 

MGNREGA IN HIMACHAL 

PRADESH 

 An amount of Rs. 316.80 crore has been 

released by Government of India to the 

State as central assistance towards the 

material and admin contingency for 

implementation of Mahatma Gandhi 

NREGA for the year 2022-23.  

 This assistance would speed up the work 

of MGNREGA besides settling the 

pending liabilities.   

 Good quality works are being done under 

MGNREGA in the state and it is proving 

beneficial in development and upliftment 

of the rural economy.  

 During the Corona pandemic, 

MGNREGA proved a boon for the rural 

economy and employment to thousands of 

people has also been provided. 

 336.10 lakh mandays have been achieved 

against the target of 330 lakh mandays in 

the year 2020-21 by spending an amount 

of Rs. 988.95 crore under MGNREGA.  

 Similarly, in the year 2021-22, against the 

target of 343 lakh mandays, 370.87 lakh 

mandays were achieved by spending an 

amount of Rs. 1091.31 crore. 

Year Target 

Mandays 

Achieved 

Mandays 

2020-21 330 lakh 336.10 lakh 

2021-22 343 lakh 370.87 lakh 
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V. WOMEN 

EMPOWERMENT 

1. HANDLOOM AND HANDICRAFT 

MELA 

 2,000 women in Hamirpur will be trained 

free of cost through skill development 

programmes.  

 Women will be trained in mushroom 

production, handloom and handicraft, 

beautician training, making of pickle and 

jams.  

 This initiative would help women in 

strengthening their income as well as it 

would provide them knowledge.  

2. SHAKTI APP 

 Shakti App and Gudiya helpline number 

1515 is 24 × 7 emergency police service 

exclusively for women.  

 Gudiya Helpline number 1515 has been 

helpful during crime against women such 

as gang rape, molestation and kidnap. 

 Man or woman, who are in trouble can 

press the red button of the Shakti app 

that will send a message to the nearest 

police control room within 20 seconds and 

will also have auto audio and video 

recording.  

 The cases related to crime against women 

has reduced as compared to the figures of 

2021.  

 These initiatives have aimed for the safety 

of the women of the state and to prevent 

crime against women. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VI. SECURITY MEASURES 

1. BLACK SPOTS IDENTIFIED IN 

HIMACHAL STATE 

 The Himachal Police have identified 142 

black spots that witness frequent fatal 

accidents. 

 As per the road accident data of the past 

five years, on an average more than 1,100 

persons died in 2,700 accidents. 
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 A total of 217 persons died in 553 

accidents in the state from January 1 to 

April 1 this year, as compared to 307 

casualties in 595 accidents during the 

corresponding period last year. 

 Vulnerable spots have been identified by 

SPs on the basis of frequent roll down 

mishaps. 

MAX SPOTS IN KULLU 

District Total 

Kullu 30 

Shimla 21 

Bilaspur 12 

Mandi 12 

Chamba 10 

Kangra 10 

Kinnaur 10 

Sirmaur 10 

Una 10 

Hamirpur 9 

Solan 5 

Lahaul-Spiti 4 

 

 The highest number of 30 black spots has 

been identified in Kullu, followed by 21 

in Shimla, 12 each in Bilaspur and 

Mandi, 10 each in Chamba, Kangra, 

Kinnaur, Sirmaur and Una, nine in 

Hamirpur, 5 in Solan and 4 in Lahaul and 

Spiti. 

 The details of accident-prone stretches 

(black spots) have been shared with the 

Public Works Department (PWD), 

National Highways Authority of India 

(NHAI) and the Border Roads 

Organisation (BRO) for taking necessary 

engineering interventions/improvements, 

including installation of crash barriers, 

widening of narrow stretches, removal 

of debris and erection of signboards. 

 People are advised to drive carefully on 

accident-prone stretches, not to drink and 

drive, avoid using mobile phones while 

driving, move in prescribed limits and 

wear helmets while riding two-wheelers. 

 A majority of the accidents caused due to 

vehicles veering off the road and sliding 

down hills happen in rural areas. The 

highest number of accidents caused by 

vehicles rolling down hills was reported in 

Shimla while the maximum head-on 

collisions were witnessed in Kangra 

district. 
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 Overspeeding is the lead reason behind 

the accidents, followed by dangerous and 

negligent driving, overtaking, bad road 

conditions, drugs and alcohol abuse, 

besides adverse weather conditions and 

mechanical faults. 

2. CASES OF CRIME AGAINST 

WOMEN HIGHEST IN KANGRA 

DISTRICT 

 Kangra district tops the chart with the 

registration of the maximum number of 

cases of crime against women (462) and 

the highest number of sexual offenders 

(776) while Lahaul and Spiti is the safest 

with six cases and eight offenders. 

 In the past 20 months (August 1, 2020, to 

March 31, 2022), since the Register 

Number 26 to keep a record of sexual 

offenders was introduced, about 2,828 

cases of crime against women have been 

registered and 3,268 entries made in the 

register. As many as 852 cases of 

molestation, 593 rape, 577 kidnapping and 

abduction, 377 cruelty to women and 144 

eve-teasing have been registered. 

 The analysis of the register points out that 

Kangra is the most unsafe district with 

776 sexual offenders followed by Shimla 

396, Mandi 385, Sirmaur 266, Una 244, 

Kullu 224, Baddi 209, Chamba 203, Solan 

188, Bilaspur and Hamirpur 151 each, 

Kinnaur 67 and Lahaul and Spiti 8. 

DISTRICT-WISE CRIME CASES 

District Crime Offenders 

Baddi (Police) 211 209 

Bilaspur 184 151 

Chamba 170 203 

Hamirpur 171 151 

Kangra 462 776 

Kullu 156 67 

Kinnaur 44 224 

Lahaul-Spiti 6 8 

Mandi 457 385 

Shimla 379 396 

Solan 229 188 

Sirmaur 193 266 

Una 165 244 

 

 As far as crime against women is 

concerned, Panchrukhi police station is 

the most vulnerable with 121 entries 



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com 189 
 

followed by Bhawarna 88, Jwalamukhi 82 

Nagrota Bagwan 79, all in Kangra district, 

and Shimla west 79 Nalagarh in Baddi and 

Khudian in Kangra 75 each, sadar Solan 

73, women police station, Una 67 and 

Majra in Sirmaur 63. 

 The Deputy Commissioners have been 

asked to allocate funds for CCTV cameras 

in 10 police stations with the highest 

number of sexual offenders as in such 

cases finding witnesses is difficult and, 

therefore, the installation of the CCTV 

cameras is the need of the hour. 

 The CCTV will be installed in bus stands, 

railway stations, taxi stands, cinema halls, 

schools, colleges, main markets, temples 

and other significant places. Kangra is the 

biggest district with a huge population 

and, therefore, cases are more. 

 The record of different categories of 

crime, including rape, unnatural sex, 

molestation, outraging modesty of women, 

obscene and indecent representation, 

sexual harassment, remarks, stalking, eve-

teasing, besides cruelty against women, 

domestic violence, kidnapping, abduction 

and immoral trafficking of women and 

children is being registered and kept in the 

register for predictive policing. 

 A vital information like the details of 

the crime, including gist of the FIR and 

subsequent investigation, physical, 

social, economic and emotional profile 

of the accused is recorded in the register 

besides, medical and forensic profile and 

modus operandi of the accused, which 

comes handy in identifying particular 

areas and habitual offenders, are also 

recorded in the register started on August 

1, 2020. 

3. DECLINE IN CASES OF CRIME 

AGAINST WOMEN IN SHIMLA 

DISTRICT 

 The installation of CCTC cameras and 

increased presence of women police has 

led to a drop in crime against women. 

Rape and molestation cases have declined 

by 47 and 48.6 per cent, respectively, in 

Shimla district. 

 A comparative review (of September 2021 

to March 2022 revealed that rape cases 

have declined from 34 to 18, molestation 

cases from 37 to 19, cases of cruelty to 

women from 15 to 9 (40 per cent) and 

eve-teasing cases from 8 to 3 (62.5 per 

cent). 
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CASES OF CRIME AGAINST WOMEN 

Cases Year 

2021 2022 

Rape 34 18 

Molestation 37 19 

Cruelty to women 15 9 

Eve-teasing 8 3 

 

 The installation of around 6,450 CCTV 

cameras at strategic locations like on 

inter-state and inter-district borders, 

temples, important offices, police stations, 

educational institutions, illegal mining 

areas, markets, railway stand, taxi stand, 

bus stop and main squares has acted as a 

deterrent. 

 In Shimla district, the percentage of 

women in all ranks is 15 and that of 

constables is 19.3 of the total and an 

increase in the number has helped in 

creating awareness on women rights, 

making them feel safe besides overcoming 

the apprehensions about approaching the 

police.  

 As many as 20 Scooties have been 

provided to women personnel in 20 police 

stations thus increasing their mobility. 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

The other initiatives like introducing:  

 Register no. 26 for sexual offenders. 

 Coming up of women police stations.  

 Introducing a 24X7 Gudiya helpline. 

 Shakti button app for women in 

distress. 

 Imparting unarmed combat training 

to girls studying in schools and 

colleges through Samarth Yojna 

have started yielding results besides 

awareness in society. 

 A coffee table book, ‘Veerangana’ — 

capturing the journey of women in 

HP Police, recognising their stellar 

role in policing and contribution 

towards women empowerment — 

was also launched on the 

International Women’s Day, 8th 

March, 2021. 
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4. ‘VIBRANT’ VILLAGES 

PROGRAM 

 Remote and isolated villages in Kinnaur 

and Lahaul and Spiti districts along the 

China border will be developed as 

livelihood and tourism oriented “vibrant 

villages”. 

 As per the revised Border Areas 

Development Plan (BADP), there are 198 

villages in the vicinity of the 242-km 

border of Himachal Pradesh with China. 

To start with, villages within a 10 km 

distance from the last border village will 

be taken up on priority. 

A complete package 

 So far, development plans were confined 

to capital infrastructure development such 

as roads, schools, water supply schemes, 

hospitals, houses. 

 Under the revised plan, it will be a 

complete package, providing for 

livelihood and filling the critical gaps with 

focus on strengthening communication, 

developing tourist centres and sites, better 

and accessible road connectivity. 

 

 

 The last village on the border will be 

plotted and an arch will be drawn to 

cover villages falling within the 10-km 

distance for development and providing 

all necessary facilities. This will also help 

in integrating the border villages and 

checking the migration of tribal people. 

 Chitkul, Sumdoh, Chango and Namgia 

are some of the villages closest to the 

international border. There are nine passes 

(two in Lahaul and Spiti and seven in 

Kinnaur) along the international boundary 

between China and India. 

 Detailed project reports (DPRs) for the 

development of border villages are being 

prepared under the Vibrant Villages 

Programme to avail of the benefits of the 

scheme in the next financial year (2022-

23.  

 So far, the development plans were 

confined to capital infrastructure 

development such as roads, schools, water 

supply schemes, hospitals, houses. 

However, under the BADP, it would be a 

complete package, providing for 

livelihood and filling the critical gaps with 

focus on strengthening communication, 

developing tourist centres and sites, better 

and accessible road connectivity, a 
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provision of renewable energy, DTH 

services and other facilities. 

 The programme fully funded by the Union 

Government is aimed at countering 

increasing infrastructure building 

activities and model villages being 

developed along the international border 

by China. 

4-A. FOUR POLICE POSTS IN 

BORDER VILLAGES OF 

KINNAUR, LAHAUL AND SPITI 

 The Centre will take a call on the proposal 

of setting up four new police posts in the 

border areas of Chitkul, Namgya and 

Chango in Kinnaur and Sumdo in 

Lahaul and Spiti district after guidelines 

on the Vibrant Village Programme will 

be issued. 

 Kinnaur and Lahaul and Spiti districts 

share the 242 km border with China. 

There are about 48 villages located near 

the international border of which 36 fall in 

Kinnaur while 12 in Lahaul and Spiti. 

 Himachal had reported air-space 

violations by Chinese helicopters on April 

11 and 20 in 2020 in the Kaurik sector 

followed by the Galwan incident on June 

15, 2020.  

 There is also an increased activity across 

the border and huge possibilities of 

espionage in the area.  

 The circumstances make it imperative to 

step up the vigil in the areas by increasing 

the presence and visibility of the police 

force. 

 Police posts will check espionage and 

maintain surveillance over the increased 

activities of tourists, foreigners, traders 

and trackers, which become hectic during 

summers, according to the proposal sent to 

the Union government by the Himachal 

Government in September 2020. 

 Moreover, there are several unmanned 

ingress points which can be misused by 

suspects and anti-national elements as 

some areas in the twin districts remain 

cut off from the mainland during winters. 

 The police posts will not only serve the 

long pending demand of the public, but 

also reduce the growing threat on the 

China border.  

 These will also help in averting deaths of 

trekkers due to inclement weather 

conditions. 

 One of the key findings of the team of five 

IPS officers, who had visited the border 

villages for two weeks, was that the 
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villages were getting depopulated due to 

lack of economic opportunities and most 

border villages had only old women left 

behind. On the other hand, China was 

building rapid infrastructure on their 

side and re-populating their border 

villages. 

 The feedback was shared by the Governor 

with the Union Government which 

announced the Vibrant Villages 

Programme in this Budget under which 

the remote and isolated border villages in 

Kinnaur and Lahaul and Spiti would be 

developed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VII. CYBER SECURITY 

1. CHANGING TREND OF CYBER 

CRIMINALS 

 In a worrisome trend, cyber criminals are 

preying on tourists searching for hotels 

online. They are hacking into websites and 

changing the details of hotels to dupe 

tourists.  

 Criminals added chat option on Google 

webpage and defrauded a tourist of Rs 

15,000.  

 The bank account was traced to Madurai. 

It seems a group of organised criminals is 

behind the scam. 

 Details like email address and phone 

numbers on the Google page were 

changed too. While tourists are falling 

prey to such tactics, hoteliers are losing 

business. 

 Several other hotels have also reported 

similar incidents. The hoteliers have been 

advised to remain vigilant and 

immediately report the matter to the 

police. 

 A Google page doesn’t have adequate 

security features and can be easily hacked. 

CATCHWORDS: 

Proposal sent to Centre in 2020 

 Police posts will check espionage 

and maintain surveillance over 

increased activities of tourists, 

foreigners, traders. 

 These will reduce the growing 

threat on the China border. 

 These will also help in averting 

deaths of trekkers due to 

inclement weather conditions. 

 The state government had sent a 

proposal for four police posts to 

the Cental government in 

September 2020. 
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About 10 cases of fraud related to hotel 

bookings were reported in the recent past. 

2. CYBER CRIME FRAUD 

 The number of cyber crime has increased 

significantly in Himachal State.  

 Fraud is being done by sending links in 

the name of making PAN card to 

redeeming points of credit card, sharing 

OTP, interviewing for giving loan.  

 People fall under their guise and apply for 

loans and other things. In such a situation, 

money starts deducting from their account. 

After this people come to the police 

station and complain. 

 People of Shimla, Kangra, Hamirpur 

and Solan are becoming more victims of 

online fraud. The cybercrime team has 

issued an advisory to the people not to use 

them by identifying the sites used for 

cheating, citing various reasons. 

3. WEB PORTAL FOR ALL KINDS 

OF CYBER FRAUDS 

 Punjab Director General of Police (DGP) 

launched a one interface multifunctional 

web-portal 

“cybercrime.punjabpolice.gov.in” for 

the convenience of citizens to immediately 

report all kinds of cyber frauds and 

crimes. 

 Cyber Crime Division has developed this 

user-friendly portal, which could be easily 

accessed by anyone to report cyber 

frauds. 

 To make the access to this web-portal 

more easy especially for the new users, it 

has an informational video in Punjabi 

which informs the user about salient 

features of this portal and guides them 

on how to lodge a complaint regarding 

any kind of cybercrime. The video pops-

up whenever the user opens the web-

portal. 

 Besides lodging all kinds of Cyber 

Crimes and Cyber Financial Frauds, the 

user can also track the status of their 

complaint using this portal.  

 The portal also gives an option to report a 

complaint anonymously.  

 This web-portal also gives an option to 

directly call ‘1930’ to report any financial 

fraud committed via cyber means.  

 Using this portal one can also download 

First Information Reports (FIRs) 

registered in state Cyber Crime Police 

Stations. 

http://cybercrime.punjabpolice.gov.in/
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 Users can also access Cyber Dost— a 

twitter handle of Government of India 

(GOI), which provides information, 

updates and alerts regarding the Cyber 

Crimes.  

 The portal also has a feature called 

Cyber Safe using which users can verify 

UPI, Account No. before making any kind 

of transactions to prevent financial frauds.   

 The portal is also linked with the 

Cybercrime Prevention against Women 

and Children (CCPWC) scheme of GOI 

which deals with cyber offences against 

women and children. Using this feature on 

the portal, anyone can report offences 

against women and children. 

(Learning for Himachal State from the 

neighbouring Punjab State). 

VIII. SPORTS SECTOR 

1. SPITI TO BE HUB OF ICE 

HOCKEY 

 The 11th National Ice Hockey 

Championship in men’s category 

concluded at Kaza in tribal district 

Lahaul and Spiti. In the final match, ITBP 

team defeated the Army team by 3-1 

points. 

 Tribal Development Minister, Ram Lal 

Markanda was the chief guest and he 

awarded the players.  

 After Ladakh, Spiti would be made the 

hub of ice hockey. 

 Dashboards from abroad have been 

installed here at a cost of Rs 37 lakh. 

 The Ice Hockey Association has been 

urged to give priority to Spiti in 

organizing similar events in future as well.  

 The government is going to build a high-

altitude sports centre and indoor ice 

hockey rink at Kaza. It will also have 

hostel facility. 

 Apart from this, a stadium will soon be 

built around the rink. With the help of the 

state government, winter sports kits 

worth Rs 26 lakh have been provided for 

22 players and coaches at Kaza. 

 Training for tourist guide under Himachal 

Skill Development Corporation would 

be provided to the youth of Spiti. To 

attract tourists to Lahaul and Spiti, river 

rafting would be initiated in the district. 

 There is a plan to construct airstrip in Spiti 

for defence and civilian use. The land has 

been selected and now efforts are on to 

acquire it. The airstrip is being planned so 
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that tourists and players can have easy 

access to the area. 

 A gym centre would be set up at Kaza. 

It will help the youth to keep themselves 

physically fit and stay away from drug 

abuse. 

2. COUNTRY'S FIRST SNOW 

MARATHON 

 100 people participated in India's first 

snow marathon, braving sub-zero 

temperatures and the height of ten 

thousand feet. 

 The Lahaul and Spiti administration, along 

with Reach India, organised a Snow 

Marathon with the dual purpose of 

boosting adventure tourism and 

attracting tourists to the distant region. 

 The participants came from all across the 

country, especially women showing up in 

huge numbers. 

 The youngest contestant was two-year-old 

Sabirat, who ran alongside her parents, 

Gurpreet (mother) and Harmandir Jyot. 

 The event saw huge participation from the 

Indian Army as well.  

 Snow Marathon majorly had four 

categories: a full marathon, in which 

participants would have to run 42 

kilometres, besides three varieties of half 

marathons (21 km, 10 km and 5 km). 

There was also a one-km run to encourage 

the newbies. 

 The first of its kind marathon would act as 

a great training ground for runners 

wanting to participate in similar races 

globally. 

AIM OF THE MARATHON 

 All profits from the event will go towards 

the ongoing and future projects of waste 

management in the region being carried 

out by various grassroot organisations 

actively working in the field. 

 With snow marathon Lahaul, aim is to set 

an example of zero carbon footprint 

travel and organising events of this nature. 

 The first ever snow marathon of the 

country, was won by Shashwat of 

Karnataka in the snow capped hills of 

Lahaul and Spiti district of Himachal 

Pradesh. In the  

 The winner took four hours and 41 

minutes to complete the 42-km stretch of 

full marathon.  
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 In the women's category, Dolma of 

Palchan (Manali) completed her race in 

five hours and five minutes.  

 This was the first time that a snow 

marathon was organized in the country. 

Till now, snow marathons were conducted 

in countries of the cold icy regions such 

as the polar circles, Antarctica, Russia 

and northern Europe.  

 This time in Himachal Pradesh, not only 

this initiative, but the hold the distinction 

of organizing a snow marathon at the 

highest altitude of 10,000 feet above the 

sea level. In the 21 kilometer - half 

marathon, Rohan stood first in the men's 

section in two hours and 53 minutes while 

in the women's section, the title went to 

Diksha, who clocked two hours and 59 

minutes.  

 The ten kilometer run was won by Daulat 

Ram who took one hour and four minutes 

while Hemlata placed first in her category 

who covered the distance in one hour and 

twenty minutes.  

 Navneet emerged as the winner in the five 

kilometer category while Shrishti grabbed 

the title in women's category.  

 In view of creating enthusiasm among 

locals for running, a one kilometer race 

was also organized wherein a massive 

participation from children and women 

was seen. The brand ambassador of the 

marathon - Karein D'Souza also graced 

the occasion and ran a distance of 10 kms 

along with the participants.  

3. CYCLING CENTRE OF 

EXCELLENCE 

 The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, 

in collaboration with the Youth Services 

and Sports Department of Himachal 

Pradesh, is all set to build a National 

Centre of Excellence (NCOE) in Shimla 

to train athletes in mountain terrain 

biking and bicycle motocross. The 

collaboration between the Centre and the 

state to set up this world-class facility was 

formalised with the signing of a 

memorandum of understanding. 

WORLD-CLASS INFRASTRUCTURE 

 The centre will have world-class 

infrastructure, a state-of-the-art sports 

science high performance centre, 

Olympic-level track and coaches of 

international repute. 

 India’s best cyclists and local sporting 

talent can train at the centre. Due to the 

hilly terrain that the sport needs, Shimla 

emerged as the preferred choice for the 

centre. 
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 The idea to build the state-of-the-art 

facility in Shimla was initiated by 

Himalayan Adventure Sports and 

Tourism Promotion Association. The 

associate has been organizing cycling 

championship in the city for several years 

now. 

 Coming up at an altitude above 2000 m 

above sea level, the centre will have 

world-class infrastructure, a state-of-the-

art sports science high performance centre, 

Olympic-level track and coaches of 

international repute, where India’s best 

cyclists and local sporting talent can train. 

 Due to the hilly terrain that the sport needs 

and a suitable climate for training, Shimla 

emerged as the preferred choice for the 

NCOE.  

 The plan also includes a residential facility 

for around 100 cyclists from across the 

country, where they will stay for six 

months in a year and train. 

 With the setting up of this SAI Centre of 

Excellence, Shimla can become a venue 

for future World Championships for 

two cycling disciplines. The centre will 

have a training track with specialized 

features, a BMX track, a state-of-the-art 

indoor gymnasium, an indoor setup with 

virtual trainers, hostel facilities for 100 

athletes, coaches and support staff. 

 Besides, there will be a high performance 

centre for Sports Science with state-of-

the-art facilities such as indoor recovery 

pool, stream and sauna, strength and 

conditioning hall, a biomech lab, 

physiotherapy, etc. 

 The craze for cycling in Shimla has spiked 

in recent years, especially during the 

pandemic. A few years back, hardly 

anyone was interested in cycling. Now 

there are around 2,000 cyclists in the city, 

with around 40-50 of them pursuing the 

sport at competitive level. 
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CATCHWORDS: 

 India’s first-ever SAI National Centre of Excellence to train athletes in mountain 

terrain biking and bicycle motocross will be set up in Shimla by the Sports 

Ministry in collaboration with the Youth Services and Sports department of the 

government of Himachal Pradesh. 

 The collaboration between the centre and the state to set up this world-class 

facility was formalised with the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding on 

March 23. 

 The NCOE is being set up to provide world-class training facilities to Indian 

cyclists so that they can compete for the 18 Olympic medals in the disciplines of 

MTB and BMX. 

 With the setting up of this SAI NCOE, Himachal becomes the torchbearer of 

MTB and BMX training in India and a possible venue for future World 

Championships for the two cycling disciplines. 

 The NCOE, which will have the capacity to train around 200 cyclists for Olympic-

level preparations, will be equipped with an XCO Olympic level track, a training 

track with specialised features, one BMX track, one indoor gymnasium, an indoor 

setup with virtual trainers, hostel facilities for 100 athletes, coaches and support 

staff. 

 Besides, there will be a High Performance Center for Sports Science with state-of-

the art facilities such as indoor recovery pool, stream and sauna, strength and 

conditioning hall, a biomech lab, physiotherapy, anthropometry. 

 High-end equipments such as breath and lactic analysers, heart rate monitors, 

treadmills, bicycle ergometers will also be available for athletes to use during their 

training. 
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4. HIGH-ALTITUDE TRAINING 

CENTRE AT DHARAMSALA 

 The Sports Authority of India (SAI) is 

planning to set up a high-altitude 

training institute in Dharamsala.  

 The district administration had selected 

about 15 hectares forestland in 

Indrunag area for setting up the 

institute. 

 The Minister for Forest, Sports and 

Youth Affairs had proposed to set up a 

high-altitude sports training centre in 

Kangra region.  

 Such a centre could attract national and 

international sports persons for high-

altitude training.  

 Dharamsala already has sports 

infrastructure, including an international 

cricket stadium and SAI’s synthetic 

track. The track attracts national and 

international athletes for training. 

 The state government wanted to develop 

Dharamsala as an international sports 

destination. The town has good air 

connectivity and in the future, if 

institutes such as a high-altitude sports 

training centre come up, athletes from 

across the world could descend on the 

town for training. 

 The Sports Department had also 

proposed to set up a Saina Nehwal 

badminton academy in Sakoh area of 

Dharamsala.  

5. INDOOR STADIUM IN 

CHAMBA'S EACH ASSEMBLY  

 Indoor sports stadiums would be built in 

all five Assembly constituencies of the 

district. 

 10 gyms will be opened in each 

Assembly constituency of the district so 

that youth could make the best use of 

the infrastructure to maintain physical 

strength. In the coming time, on the 

basis of utility, the number of stadiums 

would be increased. 

6. STATE-LEVEL FOOTBALL 

TROPHY  

 Dharamshala Club won state-level 

football trophy. 

 State-level football championship was 

conducted at Paddal ground in Mandi. 

 Valvas Dharamshala defeated Triumph 

Football Club by 1-0.  
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 Sports play a vital role to make a person 

physically and mentally fit. The state 

government is making efforts to 

promote sports in the state. 

 

7. GREAT HIMALAYAN OPEN 

MARATHON 

 Sher Singh of Chamba won the title of 

21 km marathon in the men's category in 

the Great Himalayan Open Marathon.  

 The marathon was organised by the 

Sports Department to celebrate the 

Amrit Mahotsav program of 

independence.  

 Sher Singh was given a prize of Rs 

31,000. 

 Ramesh Kumar of Mandi secured the 

second position and received Rs 25,000.  

 Anish Chandel of Bilaspur stood third 

and received 20,000.  

 Kanijo of Kangra won the 10 km race 

in the women's section and received 

21,000 awards.  

 Nikita Sharma of Sirmaur stood 

second and Tammana of Mandi stood 

third and were rewarded 13,000 and 

10,000 respectively. 

 

8. MAA RENUKA BADMINTON 

ACADEMY 

 The players of 'Maa Renuka Badminton 

Academy' have performed outstandingly 

in the badminton tournament.  

 The tournament was organised by the 

Red Cross Society at Nahan.  

 Academy's Rakshit Kumar was the 

under-21 winner in singles badminton, 

while Adarsh Thakur of his academy 

was the runner up. 
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 Swati Sharma performed excellently in 

the women's section and made it to the 

finals.  

 Although she could not win the final, 

her performance was great in the final as 

well.  

 Moreover, the players of the academy 

also performed incredibly in double 

badminton.  

 Rakshit and Adarsh defeated Paonta 

Sahib's team to win the final match.  

 Academy coach Inder Singh Thakur 

highly appreciated the performance of 

the players. 

 

 

 

 

9. TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIP 

 Peeyush Sharma, a wheelchair table 

tennis player has bagged the bronze 

medal in the National Para Table 

Tennis Championship.  

 The championship was held in Indore in 

Madhya Pradesh from April 27 to 30.  

 Peeyush won bronze at the national 

championship for the second time in a 

row.  

 Peeyush hails from Shimla.  

 He completed his schooling from St 

Edward’s, B.Tech from NIT-Hamirpur 

and PG fellowship from Plaksha 

University.  

 He is presently working with an 

American company in Bangalore. 

 

 

 

 

10. THE GOLD MEDAL IN 

KABADDI TOURNAMENT 

 Himachal women's team has won the 

gold medal in the Tirupati All India 

Invitation Kabaddi Tournament.  

 Himachal team won a cash prize of Rs 

3.5 lakh and a trophy.  

 Himachal team defeated the Armed 

Services Force (SSB) team in the finals.  
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 Ankita Chandel of Nalagarh was 

declared as the best player of the 

competition.  

 The National level Kabaddi competition 

was conducted by Tirupati Municipal 

Corporation of Andhra Pradesh.  

 Col Maleshwari, former Olympic 

medalist, awarded the winners and 

runners-up in the closing ceremony. 

 

 

 

 

 

11. NATIONAL SKIING 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

 Aanchal Thakur of Manali has won the 

gold medal in the National Skiing 

Championship which started in Auli, 

Uttarakhand.  

 Earlier, Aanchal Thakur won a bronze 

medal for India in the international 

competition held in 2021.  

 Aanchal has achieved this victory in the 

Joint Salalam event. In the event, many 

players from Himachal Pradesh 

participated in the 3-day championship.  

 Himachal players have played extremely 

well on the very first day of the 

competition. 

 Aanchal has illuminated the name of 

Manali and Himachal in the country and 

the world by her outstanding 

performance in skiing. 

 

 

 

 

 

12. RENUKA THAKUR SELECTED 

IN TEAM INDIA FOR THE 

WOMEN’S WORLD CUP 

 Renuka Thakur of Shimla district of 

Himachal Pradesh, has been selected in 

Team India for the Women’s World 

Cup.  

 BCCI announced the Indian women's 

cricket team for the ICC Women's 

World Cup-2022, which was held in 

New Zealand from March 4 to April 3.  
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 Renuka has also been selected in the 

Indian team for the Women’s World 

Cup in addition to the five-match ODI 

series against New Zealand. 

 A 15-member squad has been declared 

under the captaincy of Mithali Raj. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13. DEVELOPMENT OF SOLANG 

SLOPES UNDER KHELO INDIA 

 Solang slopes would be developed under 

Khelo India. 

 The two-day state championship was 

organized by Himachal Ski and 

Snowboard India, in which 220 

participants participated. 

 The slopes of Solang Nallah would be 

developed so that national and 

international level competitions could be 

organized in these slopes. 

 An amount of 3 lakhs has been 

announced to Himachal Pradesh Winter 

Games through Atal Bihar Vajpayee 

Mountaineering Institute for organizing 

Himachal skiing and snowboard. 

 In this championship, players from 

across the state were welcomed to 

participate. 

 

 

 

 

14. SPORTS ACADEMY IN DEHRA 

 Central University of Himachal Pradesh 

(CUHP) will open its sports academy in 

Dehra, Kangra District.  

 CUHP will sign an MoU with the Union 

Ministry of Youth Services and Sports 

in this regard.  

 Effective measures are being taken for 

CUHP to get recognition in the field of 

research, studies as well as sports.  

 In this sports academy, students and 

youth of the state will be prepared for 

sports. Hostels will also be built in it so 

that it helps the students coming from 

abroad.  
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 Chances of winning medals for 

Himachal Pradesh in sports at the 

international level would also increase. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY SECTION 

1. MOLECULAR STRUCTURE 

 IIT Mandi researchers have figured out 

the molecular structure of a functional 

protein region of the covid-19 virus that 

causes infectivity.  

 The team has established the structure of 

one section of an important spike protein 

responsible for the virus's infectivity. 

 The findings provide direction to the 

scientific community for the exploration 

of drugs that can target this region of the 

spike protein, keeping in mind, its 

structural flexibility.  

 The structural malleability of this region 

can help identify many new targets inside 

the host cell, which, in turn, could help in 

understanding the basic science of covid-

19 and other coronavirus infections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. DNA DATA BANK  

 Even as Himachal Pradesh claims to 

have become the first state to embark on 

creating a DNA database to make the 

criminal justice delivery system quick 

and robust in cases relating to heinous 

crimes, repeat offenders and identification 

of disaster victims, the effectiveness of 

this scientific investigative tool can only 

be realised if the country has a national 

law in this regard, which is on the anvil. 

 According to Union Minister for Science 

and Technology, work on strengthening 

DNA analysis and cyber-forensics under 

the Nirbhaya Fund Scheme is under 

progress and the government has been 

considering proposals to regulate the 

evolving DNA technology. 

 The DNA Technology (Use and 

Application) Regulation Bill sets out to 

provide “regulation of the use and 

application of Deoxyribonucleic Acid 

(DNA) technology with the aim to 

establish the identity of certain categories 

of persons, including the victims, 

offenders, suspects, undertrials, missing 

persons and unknown deceased persons.” 

 The Bill has a provision to set up DNA 

data banks across the country and to 
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store DNA profiles to track these 

categories of people.  

 The Directorate of Forensic Science 

Services (DFSS) of the Union Ministry 

of Home Affairs has issued quality 

manuals and working procedure manuals 

for the biology and DNA division, and 

guidelines for collection of forensic 

evidence in sexual assault cases along 

with the standard components in a sexual 

assault evidence collection kit. 

 Directorate of Forensics Services, 

Himachal Pradesh, has procured DNA 

profile databasing and matching 

technology from the US and the 

database is being prepared. 

 It has a capacity of about 20,000 DNA 

profiles, which can be scaled up. 

 With this software, the DNA profiles can 

be maintained as a searchable database 

and shall be immensely useful in 

providing investigative leads and disaster 

victim identification.  

 In future, it will also come in handy in 

keeping a check on the movement of 

criminal elements across borders. 

 For this technology to become effective, is 

needed a law at the national level to 

regulate collection and usage of DNA 

technology. 

CONCERNS: 

 Experts express divergent views on the 

issue, laying stress on privacy and data 

security. 

 DNA database, both regional and 

national, would help in improving the 

quality of conviction, aid the judiciary in 

reducing the backlog of pending cases, 

and increase their ability to solve cases, 

backed by scientific validation. The data 

bank could help in expediting justice and 

lead to an overall rise in the conviction 

rates. 

 Storage of DNA fingerprint data may 

violate Article 14, the doctrine of 

proportionality, right to equality, right 

against self-incrimination and right to 

privacy under Article 21.  

 Many cases of terrorism, infiltration, 

suicide bombing remain inconclusive for 

want of clinching evidence like DNA 

fingerprints.  

 Spots of such cases are littered with 

human biological tissues. Confirmation 

of death of terrorists and connecting dots 

with other incidents require such a 

database. 

 The state is itself under threat. Protection 

and security of the state is necessitated 

to protect citizens. Extraordinary 
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situations in the life of nations require 

extraordinary measures.  

 Civic and fundamental rights of citizens 

can be protected only if the benevolent 

democratic state remains secure the CCTV 

cameras, which were opposed initially as 

being an intrusion into privacy and are 

now sought by citizens everywhere. 

 The gangrape and murder case of a 16-

year-old in Himachal’s Kotkhai was 

solved with the help of DNA testing.  

 In the cases of Priyadarshini Mattoo and 

Nirbhaya, the courts delivered their 

judgments with the help of DNA 

evidence.  

 Recently, the Supreme Court granted bail 

to an 84-year-old man accused of rape 

after the DNA report established that he 

was not the father of the child born to the 

rape victim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The provisions for creation of a national 

DNA data bank of a crime scene “equate 

the victims, offenders, suspects, 

undertrials, missing persons and unknown 

deceased persons in the same category”. 

 The government cannot enact a law to 

equate convicts with non-convicts, who 

are innocent until proven guilty. The 

proposed law violates cardinal principles 

of criminal jurisprudence and 

constitutional guarantees to be treated as 

innocent until proven guilty. 

 A crime scene under the Bill is so vaguely 

and broadly defined that it includes crime 

of domestic violence, to democratic 

protests which may turn violent, to 

terrorism. One can imagine the potential 

for its abuse in cases of riots and 

democratic protests turning violent and 

therefore, a crime scene. Targeting 

particular communities or political 

opponents using a broad definition of a 

crime scene is an absolute possibility. 

 A number of countries in Europe are 

using DNA data bank have strong data 

protection laws. 

 The Supreme Court in the case of 

Puttuswamy vs Union of India held the 

right to privacy as a fundamental right 

protected under Part III of the 

Constitution, but the Government of 
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India has been putting the cart before the 

horse by seeking to collect data before 

enacting the law for data protection. 

DNA TESTING IN INDIA 

 DNA testing in India is performed at a 

very low rate and on a limited scale. 

 As per the Department of Biotechnology, 

approximately 30-40 DNA experts in 15-

18 forensic laboratories undertake fewer 

than 3,000 cases in a year. This means 

only 2-3 per cent of the total requirement 

for DNA profiling is being met at present. 

GLOBAL SCENARIO 

 Around 70 countries, including the US, 

UK, Canada, Malaysia, South Africa 

and Australia, have DNA data banks. 

This helps them investigate criminal cases 

and expedite justice. 

 The Royal Malaysia Police has analysed 

and accumulated more than 1,39,000 

DNA profiles in the national data bank 

since 2013. 

 During the initial years, there were only 

13,000 DNA profiles, resulting in two 

matches whereas in 2018, one lakh 

profiles were successfully uploaded to the 

Malaysian database, leading to 33 DNA 

matches. 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 The DNA Technology (Use and 

Application) Regulation Bill, 2019, 

provides for the regulation of use of 

DNA technology for establishing the 

identity of persons.  

 This Bill can be very useful in 

identifying criminals and crimes 

committed by them.  

 If implemented with proper mechanisms 

and safeguards, it can provide a useful 

database, which can eventually help in 

curbing crime. Collection of DNA 

profiles is prevalent in many countries. 

 The way the police work in India, there 

is always a possibility that the consent of 

those whose DNA is to be taken can be 

obtained under undue fear and coercion. 

 In India, there is hardly any mechanism 

to protect and preserve crime scenes. 

The police often come late and it is the 

innocent bystanders or chance persons 

who reach the spot first. 

 The proposed law provides that data can 

only be made available to the law 

enforcement and criminal justice system. 

 The Bill specifically mentions that the 

DNA samples will be collected from a 

person with his or her consent except for 

offences that are punishable with death 

or imprisonment terms exceeding seven 

years.   
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WHERE THE COUNTRY STANDS 

 The DNA Technology (Use and 

Application) Regulation Bill was first 

introduced in the Lok Sabha in 2019 and 

again in February 2021 by Uinion 

Minister for Science and Technology and 

is under consideration. 

 The primary objective of the DNA 

database is to enable the profiling of 

victims, those accused of crimes, those 

reported missing, and storing of their 

DNA information in national and regional 

data banks. 

 It also aims to regulate the use of DNA 

profiles for lawful purposes in 

establishing identity in criminal and civil 

proceedings. 

DNA BANK 

 It is a secure storage system for an 

individual’s unique identity for future use. 

To store DNA of an individual, a small 

blood or saliva sample or hair is taken, 

and then DNA is extracted using state-of-

the-art micro-biological tools. This 

provides an individual’s identity on the 

basis of his/her unique genetic makeup. 

This means the process can be useful in 

more accurately solving crimes. 

 Forensic scientists can compare DNA 

found at a crime scene (from blood or 

hair, for example) to DNA samples taken 

from suspects. If there is no match, they 

may be able to rule out the suspect’s 

involvement. But, if there is a match, 

police will move further in their 

investigation and courts can decide a case 

in the minimum possible time. 
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MISCELLENOUS SECTION 

 

I. ART AND LITERATURE 

1. SITES OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE 

 A site each in Punjab, Haryana and Himachal 

Pradesh are among 19 ancient monuments 

identified by the Archaeological Survey of 

India (ASI) to be declared as 

“Monuments/sites of national importance”. 

Monuments are... 

 Punjab Archaeological sites and remains at 

Masol village in Mohali district. 

 Haryana Ancient mounds 6 and 7 at Rakhigarhi 

village in Hisar district. 

 Himachal Kaleshwar Mahadev Temple at 

Kalesar in Kangra district. 

 Archaeological sites and remains at Masol in 

Mohali, Punjab; ancient mounds 6 and 7 at 

Rakhigarhi in Hisar, Haryana; and Kaleshwar 

Mahadev Temple at Kalesar in Kangra 

district, Himachal Pradesh, are among the 19 

sites identified by the ASI that are going to be 

notified as “Sites of national importance”. 

 The remaining 16 sites include five from 

Ladakh (Rock Art Site Murgi at Rdanag, 

Ancient Caves Saspol/Gon-Nila-Phuk Medition 

caves Saspol, ancient Buddhist institute remains, 

Nyarma, Tirisha Stupa along with adjoining 

remains and prehistoric site around holy lake and 

Ancient Khar Castle at Scurbuchan) and three in 

Mizoram (Ancient Menhirs at Lungphunlian, 

Ancient Menhirs and Settlement, Dungtlang, 

Ancient Menhirs and Rock Engraving at 

Farkawan). 

KALESHWAR MAHADEV TEMPLE 

LOCATION: 

 Kaleshwar Mahadev Temple is located on the 

banks of the Beas in Paragpur of Kangra 

district. 

 The temple will be taken over by the ASI for its 

preservation. The move of the Centre has been 

welcomed by those who had been lobbying for 

the protection of the heritage of Himachal. 

 Kaleshwar Mahadev Temple is revered as the 

Maha Rudra Temple, which is believed to be 

the resting place of souls. 

 The temple is about 450-year-old and 

Shivalingam is located below the ground level. 

ARCHITECTURE STYLE: 

 The temple is built with sandstone and has 

beautiful carvings in the typical shikar style.  

 The temple is a monument linked to many 

historical sites in Kangra. 

 There is a belief that the Beas during monsoons 

swells and touches the Shivalingam in the 

temple and then its level recedes. 
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 The Indian National Trust for Art and 

Cultural Heritage (INTACH) HP state 

chapter is happy to see the temple coming under 

the conservation canopy for which they had 

made multiple requests. 

RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE 

 The temple was linked with the stories of the 

Mahabharata and the Pandavas. 

 It’s unique aspect was that the Shivalingam in 

the temple was believed to be ‘Ardhnarishwar’ 

(a joint form of Lord Shiva and Parvati). Many 

locals say the place is as pious as Haridwar. 

During the pandemic, people performed the last 

rites of their kin in the temple. 

2. INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 

ROTTERDAM (IFFR)-2022 

 Himachal’s director film selected for 

International Film Festival Rotterdam (IFFR)-

2022. 

 Rahat Mahajan’s film ‘Clouds Messenger’ has 

been selected for screening at the International 

Film Festival Rotterdam (IFFR)-2022. 

 Rahat is from Nurpur in Kangra district of 

Himachal Pradesh. 

 He is the writer, director and co-producer of the 

film. 

 

 

 14 films from all over the world have been 

shortlisted for the IFFR. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. MARTYRS MEMORIAL AT 

HERITAGE PARK NALAGARH 

 Chief Minister dedicated the martyrs memorial 

built by the Nalagarh Heritage Society in 

collaboration with general public at Nalagarh 

Heritage Park. An amount of Rs. 10 crore was 

spent on this project. 

 CM paid tributes to Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and 

Sukhdev on behalf of the people of the state on 

the occasion of martyrdom day at Nalagarh in 

Solan district. 

 The country would always be indebted to the 

brave soldiers who sacrificed their lives to 

protect the country.  

 The martyrdom of Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and 

Sukhdev instilled such a spark of revolution and 

courage in the minds of the people that even 

after the independence, these personalities 

remained a source of inspiration for the youth of 

entire nation.  
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 The freedom fighters of Himachal have also 

made an unforgettable contribution in the 

freedom struggle. The youth should take 

inspiration from the lives of martyrs and always 

follow the path of devotion towards duty. 

4. HASHIYE WALI JAGAH 

 Chief Minister released the book Hashiye Wali 

Jagah, a collection of poems published by 

Himtaru Prakashan at Kullu. 

 This book is a collection of poems written by 

budding poets of Himachal Pradesh. 

 It has been edited by noted poet and thinker 

Ganesh Gani. 

 This publication would not only provide readers 

good poems to read, but also motivate the 

budding poets to hone their creative skills. 

 This collection contains poems of 38 young 

poets of Himachal Pradesh. 

5. PATRAKAR - PARIVAR MILAN 

PROGRAMME 

 Patrakar-Parivar Milan programme was 

organized by Vishwa Samvad Kendra Shimla 

at Saraswati Vidyamandir Him Rashmi 

Complex, Vikasnagar.  

 Himachal Pradesh’s Information and Public 

Relations director Harbans Singh Brascon, 

presided over the function. A journalist works 24 

× 7 throughout a year to collect information 

from various sources and it reflects every day in 

the news. 

 In the age of information, the importance of 

news has increased a lot. Every person wants to 

know what is happening around him and all over 

the world. In such a situation, the role of a 

journalist increases significantly. In the 

continuous flow of information, media personnel 

should provide real facts to the society so that 

right information could be extracted. 

 Various sports competitions were also organized 

for journalists and their families at Saraswati 

Vidyamandir Him Rashmi Complex Vikasnagar, 

in which winners and participants were honored 

with prizes and mementos. 

6. NEED TO PRESERVE AND 

RELOCATE BATHU KI LARI 

TEMPLES OF KANGRA DISTRICT 

 The Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural 

Heritage (INTACH), Himachal Pradesh, has 

written to the Archaeological Survey of India 

(ASI) to preserve and relocate the ancient Bathu 

ki Lari temples of erstwhile Guler state of 

Kangra district. 
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 Shrines dedicated to Lord Vishnu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bathu ki Lari temples get submerged in the 

Pong Dam Lake during the monsoons when the 

water inflow in the Beas increases and the dam 

is filled. When the water flow in the dam recedes 

during the summer, the temples emerge from 

water. 

 Surprisingly, the temples have been submerging 

in the lake for the past 50 years, but their 

structure is still intact and people throng them 

during the summer. 

 The Union Ministry of Culture had recently 

decided to preserve the Kaleshwar Mahadev 

temple in Kangra district. 

 State convener of INTACH has written to the 

ASI that the Bathu ki Lari temples that are 

connected with the heritage of Kangra district 

should also be preserved.  

 These temples are made of sand stones and have 

withstood the elements of nature despite getting 

submerged under water for the past 50 years 

since the construction of the Pong Dam. 

 Bathu ki Lari is a series of temples dedicated to 

Lord Vishnu. 

 These are known as Badri Vishal temples in the 

most fertile Haldoon valley of the erstwhile 

Guler state of Kangra district. These temples 

were managed by former rulers of Guler state 

till they got submerged under the Pong Dam 

Lake. 

 The Hadoon valley was irrigated by the 

perennial Beas, Baner, Gaj and the Dehar 

rivers originating from the Dhauladhar 

mountain ranges. This prosperous civilisation 

needs only salt and kerosene from the outside 

world. The region is exceedingly vibrant and the 

farming community prays to God Badri Vishal 

for the safety of their crops and a better yield. 

 Conservationists have also been lobbying for the 

preservation of the heritage of Kangra district 

spread across the valley in the form of old forts, 

temples and buildings. 

7. PLAN TO CONSERVE SUBMERGED 

ANCIENT TEMPLES IN GOBIND 

SAGAR LAKE 

 A proposal for the conservation of the ancient 

temples, which get submerged in the Gobind 

Sagar Lake in Bilaspur every year, could take 

shape as a Rs 1,400-crore proposal to undertake 

in situ conservation has been chalked out. 

 Now, only eight temples become visible in the 

lake when the water subsides as many more have 

been lost due to decay over the last more than 

 Bathu ki Lari temples get submerged in 

the Pong Dam Lake during monsoons.  

 Every year, when water in the Pong 

Dam recedes during the summer, these 

temples emerge from under water. 

 Dedicated to Lord Vishnu, these are 

known as Badri Vishal temples in the 

Haldoon valley of erstwhile Guler state. 
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half a century. The entire town of old Bilaspur 

got submerged in the lake in 1964 to pave the 

way for the Bhakra Dam. 

 There were 28 temples in all but now only eight 

remain. Of the remaining eight temples, three 

main temples, which will be conserved after the 

reclamation of the land and the creation of 

an artificial island, are Rangnath, Khaneshwar 

and Nardehswar. 

 The proposal to conserve the remaining eight 

temples has been prepared and in the first phase, 

the main temples will be lifted on an artificially 

created island so that they do not get submerged 

even when the water level rises. 

3-PHASE PROPOSAL 

 In the first phase, three temples will be 

conserved. 

 In the second phase, a recreational space is 

proposed to be made on the submerged Sandu 

ground, where the old Bilaspur town existed. 

 The proposal includes creation of an 

amphitheater, walking trails and auditorium. 

 The third phase includes creation of an artificial 

lake where water sports activities will be 

undertaken. 

 A foot overbridge would also be constructed so 

that people could visit these temples to offer 

prayers. 

 A pre-feasibility report has been prepared by 

Larsen and Toubro for the Himachal Pradesh 

Road Infrastructure Corporation for 

undertaking the conservation of the ancient 

stone temples. 

 The basic idea is to undertake their in situ 

conservation at the same time and not relocate 

them as per the earlier proposals for which land 

had even been identified. 

 There is the plan to create an artificial island at 

Nale ke Naun, on which three main temples will 

be lifted so they do not get submerged and 

remain visible. 

 Rs 105 crore would be incurred for the 

reclamation of about five acres of land on which 

the temples would be lifted. 

8. HISTORIC MINIATURE 

PAINTING OF KANGRA 

 Historic miniature painting of Kangra fetches 

record ₹1.51 crore in an online auction. 

 Kangra miniature painting has fetched a record 

price in global online sale put up by Christie’s 

auction house in March-end. 

 The Pahari school of art painting titled ‘Bharany 

Ramayan: Rama & Lakshman Depart Ayodhya’, 

was sold for Rs 1,51,96,708.80 ($201,600) in the 

Christie’s auction. 

 It was created by legendary artist brothers 

Nainsukh and Manaku of Guler. 
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 The painting fetching record price was owned by 

Marilyn T. Grayburn of New York. 

 Kangra miniature paintings are making a global 

impact. 

 Recently, PM has gifted a traditional ‘Pahari 

School’ miniature painting from Himachal 

Pradesh to Nepal's PM Sher Bahadur Deuba. 

 The wonderful scene of Lord Shri Radha-

Krishna ji is engraved in this painting made 

under the Kangra pen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. NEW TIBET MUSEUM 

 A new Tibet Museum was inaugurated by 

President of Tibetan government-in-exile Penpa 

Tsering at Dharamshala. 

 Through the museum people can now see the 

history of Tibet and the struggle of the 

Tibetan people. People can come to the museum 

and listen to stories of Tibetan's struggles. 

 The museum will focus on the struggle of the 

Tibetan people, hospitality granted by the Indian 

and the other governments around the world who 

supports the Tibetan cause. 

 

 

 

 

 

10. NATIONAL FAUNAL 

REPOSITORY OF HIMALAYA 

CUM MUSEUM OF ZSI 

 Himachal State Governor dedicated the 

"National Faunal Repository of Himalaya cum 

Museum” to the Nation at Solan. 

 There was a need to make serious efforts to 

bring the rich tradition and heritage in front of 

everyone.  

 The hardwork of the Zoological Survey of India 

(ZSI), High Altitude Regional Centre, Solan in 

on documentation of fauna species on the 

verge of extinction in the Himalayan region was 

really commendable.  

 There was a need to undertake such research and 

heritage institutions.  



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 
    WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com 

217 

 The ZSI has been working since the last many 

years and explored many heritage sites but still 

has much to do.  

 Indian heritage was so rich and it was 

challenging to document it.  

 There was a need to bring this 'treasure' to the 

public and also preserve them for future. 

II. AWARDS 

1. PAHARI LITTERATEUR, CHAMBA 

'RUMAL' ARTIST GET PADMA SHRI 

AWARDS 

 Two distinguished persons from Himachal, 

Vidyanand Sarek, a popular Pahari litterateur 

and Lalita Vakil, a Chamba “rumal” artist was 

awarded Padma Shri. 

 Vidyananad Sarek, who received the 

national award from President for his 

contribution to folk culture in 2018, 

belongs to Rajgarh in Sirmaur 

district. 

 The 81-year-old, a popular Pahari litterateur and 

folk artist, has been an important figure in the 

promotion of the dialect and has dedicated his 

life to the cause of Sirmauri culture. 

 He has translated 51 poems of Rabindranath 

Tagore as part of a Central government project 

received by Chudeshwar Loknritya Mandal, 

Rajgarh. 

 He is passionate about keeping alive the 

Sirmauri culture and traditions, rare values, 

cuisine, etc., for its richness and heritage value. 

 Though Sarek believes that there has been a dip 

in the number of Sirmauri speakers, surveys 

conducted at their own level indicate that 

Sirmauri is still spoken in the region by a large 

number of people. 

 Sirmauri is the first language of not just the 

people of Sirmaur, but it is also spoken in some 

parts of Uttarakhand. 

 Lalita Vakil was given Padma Shri, the 

highest civilian award, for her 

contribution in preserving the traditional 

art of Chamba ‘rumal’. 

 She has been working for the promotion of 

Chamba ‘rumal’ for the past about 50 years. This 

award is not just a recognition for her but also 

for the traditional art of Chamba ‘rumal’ of 

Chamba district. 

 She started promoting and preserving this dying 

art about 50 years ago. At that time there was no 

government support. She used to go the DC, 

Chamba, for financial support. For the last few 

decades, she has travelled extensively across the 

country and abroad for the promotion of Chamba 

‘rumal’. 

 The state government is now patronizing this art. 

Students or women who learn Chamba ‘rumal’ 

knitting are paid Rs. 300 daily by the 

government. Many centres are teaching the art of 
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knitting Chamba ‘rumal’. It is hoped that 

Chamba ‘rumal’ knitting gets linked to the 

livelihood of women in Chamba district. It is the 

only way in which traditional art of Chamba 

district can be preserved. 

2. LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

 Shoolini University founder and chancellor 

Prof Prem Kumar Khosla has been presented 

the first Dr. Malay Chaudhuri Memorial 

Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 The award was given by Star Brands – 

EDUSTAR Leadership Awards-2022. 

 Prof Khosla has been awarded for his 

remarkable contribution to education with 

sustained and consistent excellence. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. HONOUR FOR HIMACHAL’S IPS 

OFFICERS 

 Himachal’s 2 IPS officers, Manav Verma and 

Rohit Malpani, have been selected to highlight 

the commendable work done by them during 

COVID time in Baddi police district in the All-

India Police Science Congress (AIPSC). 

 AIPSC is the highest professional body related 

to police work. 

 It is for the first time in the history of the AIPSC 

that the HP officers are being recognised 

nationally and internationally. 

 The 48th AIPSC was held on April 22 and 23 in 

the Central Academy for Police Training 

(CAPT), Bhopal which was inaugurated by 

Union Home Affairs Minister and Governor of 

Madhya Pradesh was the chief guest. 

 The science congress is conducted by the 

Bureau of Police, Research and Development, 

Ministry of Home Affairs every year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. NARI SHAKTI AWARD 

 Anshul Malhotra of Mandi district of Himachal 

Pradesh was presented the 'Nari Shakti Award' 

by President in Delhi on International 

Women's Day. 

 Anshul is a textile engineer and she has been 

working towards promoting Himachali 

handloom shawls, stalls, yak wool, pashmina 
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shawls and more by organising exhibitions in 

different countries. 

 The President congratulated and praised 

Anshul's work and asked her to continue this 

work of preserving and presenting the Himachali 

handloom tradition.  

 

 

 

 

5. YOUNG SCIENTIST AWARD 2021 IN 

AUSTRALIA 

 Ojaswi Rana of Kangra has been awarded the 

Young Scientist Award 2021 in Australia. 

 She received this award for her simple chemistry 

research project on the effects of beverages on 

cancer and Alzheimer's patients. 

 Ojaswi is studying in 12th class in Australia. 

 She has won several prestigious international 

awards in science and innovation. 

 Ojaswi Rana hails from Sullah, District 

Kangra. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. BEST INSPIRATIONAL MOVIE 

AWARD 

 The film ‘Tea Shop at Narkanda’ has won the 

Best Inspirational Film Award at a film festival 

in Pune. 

 The film’s director Himal Nachiket Das 

received the award. 

 The same film has also received an award at the 

International Film Festival Shimla in 

December 2021. 

 The film’s story and character have been highly 

appreciated by the audience. 

 The film has been shot mainly in Ani in the 

Kullu district. 

 This 53 minute 29 second Hindi film is based on 

the struggle of a 14-year-old teenager who loses 

his family and everything due to cloudburst in 

his village. 
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7. PRIME MINISTER’S AWARD FOR 

EXCELLENCE IN PUBLIC 

ADMINISTRATION, 2019 

 The Solan-based Agriculture Produce Marketing 

Committee (APMC) was presented the Prime 

Minister’s award for excellence in Public 

Administration, 2019. 

 The award has been given for the successful 

execution of the e-National Agriculture 

Market (NAM) scheme. 

 Along with the certificate of excellence, a cash 

award of ₹10 lakh has also been awarded to the 

APMC. 

 The award was given on the occasion of the 15th 

Civil Services Day in Delhi. 

 

 

 

 

 

8. PERFORMANCE KALA SAMMAN 

 Famous musician SD Kashyap, who has 

preserved and promoted the folk music and folk 

culture of Himachal, has been awarded the 

Performance Kala Samman-2018 by the 

Himachal Bhasha Kala Sanskrit Academy.  

 There is a wave of happiness among the music 

lovers and cultural institutions of Mandi city 

regarding this honor. 

 Born in Bhagwahan Mohalla of Mandi city, 

Som Dev Kashyap is popularly known as SD 

Kashyap. 

 Growing up in an environment of music and art 

since childhood, Somdev Kashyap united the 

youth of Mandi city and formed the orchestra 

group. 

 After this, in the year 1973, Som Dev Kashyap 

set out from the mountain to try his luck in 

Mumbai, where he started work as an assistant 

music director. 

 Influenced by noted composer SD Burman, 

Somdev Kashyap changed his name to SD 

Kashyap in Mumbai and composed music for the 

Hindi martial arts film Cobra and Anokhi Mod 

films. 

 During his stay in Mumbai, Somdev Kashyap 

gave voice to his music direction from well-

known playback singers Asha Bhosle, Anuradha 

Paudwal, Sushma Shrestha, Savita Saathi, 

singers Suresh Wadekar, Mohammad Aziz, 
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Vinod Rathore, Anwar, Gauri Shankar and 

Deepak etc. 

 S.D. Kashyap is such a musician who took the 

folk waves of Himachal music to Mumbai. But 

he did not like Mayacity and returned back to his 

hometown, Mandi. 

 In the year 1986, he established Himachal's 

first recording studio named Sound n Sound 

in village Sakroha of Balhati and made his 

significant contribution in the preservation and 

promotion of Himachali music. 

9. AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN THE 

FIELDS OF ART AND LITERATURE 

 The state government was committed to 

preserving the cultural heritage and literature of 

the state. Several schemes had been started for 

writers, artists, craftsmen and artisans. 

 Chief Minister presided over the Shikhar 

Samman, Kala Samman, Sahitya Purskar, 

Swaichchik Sanstha Samman, Chamba 

Rumal Pahari Chiktrakala Samman Prize 

Distribution Function-2022, organised by the 

Himachal Pradesh Art, Culture and 

Language Academy. 

 It is a great honour for the state that Padma Shri 

awards have been conferred on Vidyanand 

Saraik and Lalita Vakil. 

 Vakil has been working for the promotion of 

Chamba ‘rumal’ for the past 50 years. 

 

 Saraik is a multifaceted personality, who has 

been striving to revive the culture of the state. 

 Acharya Keshav Sharma with the Bharat 

Ratan Atal Bihari Vajpayee Shikhar Sahitya 

Samman-2017 and Dr. O.C. Handa with the 

Bharat Ratan Atal Bihari Vajpayee Shikhar 

Sahitya Samman-2018 for their outstanding 

contributions to the field of literature. 

Similarly, Mohan Rathore was given Maharaja 

Sansar Chand Shikhar Kala Samman for 2017 

and Dinesh Kumari was given the Kala Samman 

for 2018 for her outstanding contribution to the 

field of art and for the promotion of Chamba 

‘rumal’, respectively. They were given a cash 

prize of Rs 1 lakh each and a citation. 
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 Sardar Sobha Singh Lalit Kala Award for 2016 

to Prof Hem Chatterji. Sardar Sobha Singh Lalit 

Kala Award for 2017 to Nand Lal Thakur and 

for 2018 to Khimi Ram for their contributions to 

their fields. Jwala Prasad Sharma was awarded 

the Manohar Singh Nishpadan Kala Samman for 

2016, Sanjay Sood for 2017 and SD Kashyap 

was given the award for 2018. They were 

awarded a cash prize of Rs 51,000 each and a 

citation. 

 

 

Award Year Artist Cash Prize 

Sardar Sobha Singh 

Lalit Kala Award 

2016 Prof Hem 

Chatterji. 

Rs.51,000/- 

Sardar Sobha Singh 

Lalit Kala Award 

2017 Nand Lal 

Thakur 

Rs.51,000/- 

Sardar Sobha Singh 

Lalit Kala Award 

2018 Khimi Ram Rs.51,000/- 

Manohar Singh 

Nishpadan Kala 

Samman 

2016 Jwala Prasad 

Sharma 

Rs.51,000/- 

Manohar Singh 

Nishpadan Kala 

Samman 

2017 Sanjay Sood Rs.51,000/- 

Manohar Singh 

Nishpadan Kala 

Samman 

2018 S.D. 

Kashyap 

Rs.51,000/- 

 

10. DADASAHEB PHALKE NARI 

SHAKTI ICON AWARD 

 Dr Harleen Kaur of Paonta Sahib, Sirmaour 

District has been awarded the Dadasaheb Phalke 

Nari Shakti Icon Award.  

 Dr Harleen, who is a tarot card reader, was 

awarded at the function held in Delhi.  

 Harleen has received many awards so far for 

social service and tarot card reading. 

Field Artist Award Cash 

Prize 

Literature 

Acharya 

Keshav 

Sharma 

 

Bharat Ratan Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee 

Shikhar Sahitya 

Samman-2017 

 

Rs. 1 

lakh 

Dr. O.C. 

Handa 

Bharat Ratan Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee 

Shikhar Sahitya 

Samman-2018 

Rs. 1 

lakh 

Art 

Mohan 

Rathore 

Maharaja Sansar 

Chand Shikhar Kala 

Samman-2017 

Rs. 1 

lakh 

Dinesh 

Kumari 

Kala Samman-2018 Rs. 1 

lakh 
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 Awards were given to 100 people who did the 

best work in their field.  

 Dr Harleen Kaur of Paonta, Choreographer 

Farah Khan, Sapna Choudhary, Heroine Jinal 

Pandya, Playback Singer Ashok Masti, 

Choreographer Mudassar Khan, Anchor 

Shrivardhan Trivedi, Nivedita and many other 

celebrities received the award. 

 

 

 

 

 

11. SKILL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

AWARDS- 2020-21 

 Mandi district has been selected for District Skill 

Development Plan Awards- 2020-21 for 

innovation and best practices in the field of skill 

development.  

 The Award would be presented by the 

Honourable Minister of Education and Skill 

Development & Entrepreneurship on the DSDP 

Awards ceremony to be held at Dr Ambedkar 

International Centre, New Delhi on 09.06.2022. 

III. APPOINTMENTS 

1. ADVISOR TO PRIME MINISTER 

 Former petroleum secretary, Tarun Kapoor has 

been appointed an advisor to Prime Minister. 

 Tarun Kapoor is a 1987-batch IAS officer of the 

Himachal Pradesh cadre. 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has 

approved appointment of Kapoor, as advisor to 

the Prime Minister, in the Prime Minister's 

Office (PMO), in the rank and scale of Secretary 

to Government of India, initially for a period of 

two years from the date of joining. 

 

 

 

 

2. NEW IIM-SIRMAUR DIRECTOR 

 Dr. Prafulla Agnihotri, professor of marketing 

& strategy, has been appointed over as Director, 

IIM-Sirmaur, after Prof Neelu Rohmetra 

completed her five-year term as the founding 

director of the institute. 

 Dr. Agnihotri holds a master’s degree in 

management studies from the University of 

Mumbai and PhD in international marketing 

strategy from the Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of 

Management Studies, Mumbai. 

 Before joining the IIM-Sirmaur, he was 

associated with IIM-Calcutta as professor of 

marketing. 

 He was also the founder director of the IIM-

Trichy. 
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 He has over 30-year experience in the industry - 

sales, marketing and training as well as 

academics. His focus will be to bring IIM-

Sirmaur among the top 15 B-Schools as per the 

NIRF-rankings in the next five years. 

3. NEW VICE CHANCELLOR OF 

HORTICULTURE UNIVERSITY 

 Dr Rajeshwar Chandel has been appointed as 

the Vice-Chancellor (VC) of Dr YS Parmar 

University of Horticulture and Forestry, Nauni, 

by Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar. 

 Dr Chandel was working as the Executive 

Director, Prakritik Kheti Khushal Kisan Yojana, 

Government of Himachal Pradesh. 

 He has over 25 years of experience in education 

and research and hails from Ghumarwin in 

Bilaspur district. 

 A noted entomologist, he has been appointed for 

three years. 

 He has served as Joint Director, Research, 

Senior Scientist, Entomology and Principal 

Residue Analyst, in the Nauni university earlier. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. VICE-CHANCELLOR OF TECHNICAL 

UNIVERSITY, HAMIRPUR 

 Prof. Shashi Kumar has been appointed as the 

new Vice-Chancellor of Technical University, 

Hamirpur. 

 Shashi Kumar has been appointed as the new 

permanent vice-chancellor for 3 years from the 

date of assumption of charge. 

 Prof. Shashi Kumar is originally a resident of 

Palampur in Kangra district. 

 Prof. Shashi Kumar is a Professor of Physics at 

Himachal Pradesh University. 

 He has also been an assistant professor at 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi and 

IGNOU. 

 

 

 

 

5. DIRECTOR OF ATAL INSTITUTE OF 

MOUNTAINEERING 

 Former Border Security Force (BSF) officer, 

Avinash Negi has been appointed as the 

Director of the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute 

of Mountaineering and Allied Sports, Manali. 

 He is a resident of Kinnaur. 
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 He is a certified mountaineer, paraglider, skier 

and has passed advanced courses in the 

adventure sports with outstanding grades. 

 He had climbed over six peaks of over 21,000-

foot height within the country and abroad. 

 He had also led a team of 15 members to Mt 

Everest and set a world record. 

 He was also a part of a rescue team during the 

Kedarnath floods. 

 

 

 

 

6. PERMANENT JUDGE OF HIGH 

COURT 

 Justice Satyen Vaidya was sworn in as the 

permanent Judge of the Himachal Pradesh High 

Court. 

 He was administered the oath of office by 

Himachal Governor, Rajendra Vishwanath 

Arlekar. 

 The ceremony was held at the Darbar Hall of the 

Raj Bhawan. 

 CM and Chief Justice of HP High Court, Justice 

Mohammad Rafiq were also present on the 

occasion.  

 

 

 

 

 

7. GENERAL OFFICER COMMANDING 

(GOC) OF RISING STAR CORPS 

 Lieutenant General Pushpendra Singh took 

over as the 17th General Officer Commanding 

(GOC) of the Rising Star Corps based at Yol in 

Himachal Pradesh. 

 An alumnus of the Indian Military Academy, 

he was commissioned into 4 Para (Special 

Forces) in December 1987. 

 In a career spanning over 35 years, the General 

officer has participated in Operations Pawan, 

Meghdoot, Rakshak and Orchid and has 

foreign combat exposure in the United Nations 

Peacekeeping Mission in Lebanon and 

Operation Pawan in Sri Lanka. 

 Prior to taking over the Rising Star Corps, he 

served at Infantry School Mhow in Indore 

district and Strategic Forces Command, besides 

being Chief of Staff of the Lucknow based 

Central Command. 
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8. DIRECTOR GENERAL OF INDIAN 

COAST GUARD 

 Nurpur’s Virender Singh Pathania has been 

appointed as the new Director General (DG) of 

the Indian Coast Guard. 

 He would be the 24th DG of the Indian Coast 

Guard. 

 Earlier, He was posted as the Additional 

Director General (ADG) in the Coast Guard 

headquarters, New Delhi. 

 He has a master degree in Defence and Strategic 

Studies from the University of Madras. 

 Virender Pathania had also served as the ADG, 

Eastern Seaboard, Visakhapatnam. 

 

 

 

 

 

9. CAPTAIN IN INDIAN ARMY 

 Dr. Riya Thakur of Himachal Pradesh became 

Captain in Indian Army. 

 She hails from Sungarbad village in Bhoranj 

of the Hamirpur district. 

 Hamirpur’s daughter, who worked hard and 

became a doctor after passing the Army 

Medical Services examination. 

 Himachal’s daughter Capt (Doctor) Riya Singh 

Thakur got a MBBS degree from IGMC, 

Shimla. 

 Afterwards, she gave the AMC SSC exam at 

Army Hospital R and R Delhi, which had only 

20 posts of female doctors (2022) and she got 

selected. 

 Dr. Riya Singh has brought laurels to the state 

and has become a source of inspiration. 

 

 

 

 

 

10. NURSING LIEUTENANT IN THE 

INDIAN ARMY 

 Shivani Sharma of Bilaspur has become a 

Nursing Lieutenant in the Indian Army. 
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 She hails from the village Chhanjayar under 

sub-division Ghumarwin, Bilaspur. 

 Shivani Sharma will serve as a Nursing 

Lieutenant at the Chandimandir Hospital of 

the Indian Army's Western Command in 

Chandigarh. 

 It was her childhood dream to serve in the army. 

Her success is a matter of immense pride and she 

has become a leading example for everyone.  

 Shivani has given the credit of this success to her 

teachers, parents, grandparents, maternal 

grandparents, maternal uncles and aunts. 

 

 

 

 

11. PRESIDENT OF THE INDIAN 

ORTHOPAEDIC ASSOCIATION 

 Dr. Ramesh Kumar Sen of Sundernagar, 

Mandi District has been appointed as the 

President of the Indian Orthopaedic Association.  

 Dr. Sen is a senior director, orthopaedics, at Max 

Hospital, Mohali. 

 He had retired as Professor from the PGI, 

Chandigarh in 2014. 

 Dr. Sen has an expertise of joint replacement 

surgery and has big experience of handling 

revision hip and knee arthroplasty surgeries.  

 

 

 

 

12. ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE 

 Justice Sabina has been appointed as the Acting 

Chief Justice of the Himachal Pradesh High 

Court.  

 Justice Sabina is the senior-most judge of the 

High Court.  

 In a notification issued by the Department of 

Justice, Ministry of Law, it was said that she will 

take charge from May 25 after the retirement of 

the current Chief Justice of the High Court, 

Mohammad Rafiq.  
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IV. PERSONALITIES 

1. RENOWNED SOCIAL WORKER AND 

PADMA SHRI AWARDEE: BABA IQBAL 

SINGH 

 Renowned social worker and Padma Shri 

awardee Baba Iqbal Singh, in-charge of 

Kalgidhar Trust, died at the age of 96 years at 

Baru Sahib in Sirmaur district. 

 He had started his journey of service towards 

humanity following the footsteps of his mentor, 

Sant Attar Singh Maharaj. 

 He was also conferred with Shiromani Pant 

Rattan award. 

 Baba Iqbal Singh worked relentlessly towards 

imparting value-based education in rural 

India. 

 In charge of Kalgidhar Trust since 1965, 

before he had retired in 1987, he built the 

organisation brick by brick that now runs 129 

CBSE-affiliated English medium schools which 

have more than 70,000 children, most of them 

are from five rural North Indian states.  

 Far away from the urban milieu, these schools 

focus on value-based education to children from 

marginalised sections of society. 

 With only five students in a one-room school 

called ‘Akal Academy' at Baru Sahib, 

Sirmaur, Baba Iqbal Singh used his pension to 

construct the building and managed the school 

for the first year. Earlier, it was a forest area. 

Later on, more than 70 children from nearby 

districts took admission. Many families also 

came forward to help the trust later. 

 However, soon it was realised that establishing 

one school could not solve problems faced by 

children in nearby districts. The trust thus 

opened Akal Academy in Muktsar in 1993. 

 By 1999, it had opened 19 academies across 

Punjab and the count now goes up to 129 

schools spread across Punjab, UP, Himachal 

Pradesh, Rajasthan and Haryana. Many students 

have nationally topped the IIT, IIM and NEET 

exams. 

 As a social worker, Baba Iqbal Singh didn’t 

restrict himself just to the education sector, he 

was involved in every facet of community life ie. 

schools, hospital, colleges, women care centre 

and de-addiction centres. 

 With his team, he set up Akal Charitable 

Hospital at Baru Sahib, Sirmaur, which 

provides medical care to rural poor and other 

deprived sections of society. 

 Every year, medical camps are organised in 

which doctors from Mumbai, Delhi, Haryana 

and Punjab provide free medical care including 

free surgeries to poor people. 

 Under a women empowerment programme, 

underprivileged young women are rehabilitated 

by way of education and jobs. 
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2. BALJEET KAUR: MT. EVEREST 

SUMMIT 

 Baljeet Kaur, a Solan resident, successfully 

summited Mount Everest (8,848.46 m) with her 

guide Mingma Sherpa. 

 This is Baljeet’s third feat in this spring season. 

 The duo had summited Mt Annapurna (8,091 m) 

on April 28 and Mt Kanchenjunga (8,586 m) on 

May 12. 

 Baljeet was also the first Indian woman 

mountaineer to successfully summit the 

Pumori peak (7,161 m) in Nepal in 2021. 

 She battled a severe fund crunch while 

preparing for her dream to conquer the world’s 

highest peak. 

 Her expedition was marred by uncertainty until 

mid-March. She is a resident of non-descript 

Panjrol village in Solan district and belongs to 

a poor family. 

 She barely managed to collect enough funds 

from donors to join the March 25 expedition. 

 She hoped for arranging Rs 25 lakh but managed 

only Rs 8 lakh from two Solan firms, Shiwalik 

Bimetals and Meridian Pharma, till March 22. 

 It is a matter of pride that a local girl has 

achieved this feat by her perseverance and hard 

work. More people should come forward to 

support such talented youths and the government 

should promote budding talents in rural areas. 

 Having failed to scale Mt Everest by mere 300 m 

six years ago due to technical reasons, 

Baljeet’s resolve to scale the world’s highest 

peak was bolstered by this first achievement. 

 Baljeet developed an interest in mountaineering 

in school. Financial constraints, however, 

deterred her from pursuing this passion. Being 

the eldest of the three siblings, she had the onus 

of supporting her family and did odd jobs to 

make both ends meet. 

 She joined the NCC after getting admission to 

Degree College, Solan, where she got an 

opportunity in an NCC girls’ expedition to 

summit Mt Everest in 2016. 

 As a young child, Baljeet, along with her three 

siblings, would often help Shanti Devi in 

managing the farm work. With her father Amrik 

Singh working as a bus driver with Himachal 

Road Transport Corporation, Baljeet would help 

her mother apart from pursuing studies in the 

Government Senior Secondary School at 

Mamligh, aneighbouring village. 

 It was at the school that she enrolled herself with 

the National Cadet Corps (NCC). During an 

NCC camp, Baljeet had her first tryst with 

mountaineering.  

 At the age of 20, she was selected for a NCC 

expedition to Mt Deo Tibba followed by a team 

of 10 NCC mountaineers for an expedition to the 

7,120[m high Mt Trishul. The team reached a 

height of 6,350m before the climb had to be 

curtailed due to bad weather in 2015. A year 



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 
    WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com 

230 

later, Baljeet was once again part of NCC 

expedition to Mt Everest, a climb where the 

team reached 8,548m before the ascent was 

called off.  

 The last one year 2021 has seen Baljeet 

summiting the 7,161-m high Mt Pumori near 

the Nepal-Tibet border becoming the one of 

the first Indian woman mountaineers along with 

Gunbala Sharma of Rajasthan to achieve the 

feat.  

 She later became the first Indian female 

mountaineer to successfully climb the 8,167-m 

high Mt Dhaulagiri. 

 She became the only Indian woman mountaineer 

to scale four 8,000-m peaks, including Mt 

Everest (May 22), Mt Annapurna (8,091m; April 

28), Mt Kanchenjunga (8,586m; May 12) and Mt 

Lhotse (May 23) in one season.  

 She also matched the record of Pune 

mountaineer Priyanka Mohite of climbing five 

8,000-m mountains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. AMIT NEGI: KANGCHENJUNGA 

EXPEDITION 

 Amit Negi of Kinnaur reached 8586 meters high 

Kangchenjunga. 

 Amit Negi (27) has climbed the world's third 

highest peak Kangchenjunga, situated between 

Nepal and India. 

 Amit is from Batseri village of Sangla tehsil of 

Kinnaur district of Himachal Pradesh. 

 Amit is the only Indian mountaineer who was 

representing India for the Kangchenjunga 

expedition. 

 Nepal's army was also with him in this 

campaign. 

 It is a matter of great pride for the entire state 

and the country. 

 In 2021, Amit had brought laurels to the area by 

climbing Mount Everest. 

4. A LOVE STORY THAT TIES 

SAINT-TROPEZ WITH 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

 India's connection to Saint-Tropez has not been 

lost even after four generations. In fact, Saint-

Tropez residents love telling the romantic story 

of General Allard and Princess Bannu. 

 During his official visit to the Cannes Film 

Festival in France, Union Minister Anurag 

Thakur paid a visit to the Allard Square in Saint-
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Tropez. He paid floral tributes to Maharaja 

Ranjit Singh (the first Maharaja of the Sikh 

Empire), Jean-Francois Allard (a general in 

Singh’s army) and Allard’s spouse Princess 

Bannu Pan Dei. 

THE HISTORY OF SAINT-TROPEZ 

 Saint-Tropez was a military stronghold and 

fishing village until the beginning of the 20th 

century. 

 It was the first town on its coast to be liberated 

during World War II as part of ‘Operation 

Dragoon’.  

 After the war, it became an internationally 

known seaside resort because of the influx of 

artists of the French New Wave in cinema.  

 It later became a resort for European and 

American jet-setters and tourists. 

 Since the end of the 19th century, Saint-Tropez 

has been, and still is, a land of inspiration for 

artists. A remarkably preserved Mediterranean 

village, it won over painters such as Signac, 

Matisse or Marquet, who produced major works 

of pointillist and fauve painting here. 

SAINT-TROPEZ’S CONNECTION WITH 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

 General Jean-François Allard was born in 

Saint-Tropez.  

 He served in the Napoleon army and fought in 

the Battle of Waterloo. Forced into exile after 

Napoleon’s downfall, he served under 

Maharajah Ranjit Singh in Punjab, where he 

felt deeply in love with Princess Bannu Pan 

Deï, who was born in Chamba, Himachal 

Pradesh. They married and had seven children. 

 On the family’s return to Saint-Tropez in 1835, 

the general had an oriental-inspired Pan Deï 

Palais built as a token of his love for his wife. 

 The general later returned to India, leaving 

Princess Bannu in Saint-Tropez. He feared that 

if they were both in India when he died, she may 

have to endure the rite of sati, whereby widows 

are burnt alive with their deceased husbands. 

Three years later, the general passed away in 

Peshawar. 

 Princess Bannu and her children remained in the 

Saint-Tropez palais until her death in 1884. 

 India’s connection to Saint-Tropez has not been 

lost even after four generations. In fact, Saint-

Tropez residents love telling the romantic story 

of General Allard and Princess Bannu. The 

family of Princess Bannu is respected in Saint-

Tropez. 

V. IMPORTANT DAYS 

1. INTERNATIONAL NURSE DAY 

 International Nurse Day was celebrated in All-India 

Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) Bilaspur by 

the nursing officers. 
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 The theme for this year was “A Voice to Lead - 

Invest in nursing and respect rights to secure 

global health”. 

 Nursing is a noble service and the contribution of 

nurses during COVID-19 is remarkable and 

unforgettable. 

 The International Council of Nursing celebrates this 

day each year to mark the birthday of Florence 

Nightingale. 

 

 

 

 

 

VI. SOCIO-CULTURAL DIMENSION 

1. FAIRS AND FESTIVALS  

(A) KULLU CARNIVAL  

 The Dhalpur Maidan and the Atal Sadan were abuzz 

with activity due to the 10-day Kullu carnival 

which was organised for the first time.  

 Thousands of people, including tourists, visited the 

craft fair at the Dasehra ground. 

 Products from different parts of the country and the 

state were available. Many rare products were also 

displayed in the craft market. 

 The food stalls set up in the exhibition ground are 

offered various delicacies. People are admired food 

items like ‘siddu’, momos, ‘kachori’, ‘childa’ etc 

here. 

 Local women self-help groups have been given 

preference in setting up these stalls. 

 Cultural evenings were held in Atal Sadan to 

highlight the culture of Himachal Pradesh. 

 Besides the folk cultural parties of most of the 

districts, selected folk singers entertained the 

audience daily. 

 This would lead to a mutual exchange of cultural 

heritage of different districts of the state and would 

strengthen the spirit of mutual harmony and 

brotherhood. 

 The fading cultural genres, especially the 

performance of ‘kariyala’ or disguise and 

Chamba’s ‘Kunjadi Malhar’, have been given a 

place. 

(B) DHARAMSALA LITERATURE 

FESTIVAL 

 The two-day literature festival has concluded in 

Dharamsala. Many local authors got a chance to 

present their views on the second day.  

 Dolly Guleria, famous Punjabi folk singer, 

mesmerised the audience with her perfromance at the 

end of the festival. 

 Jupinderjit Singh’s session on his book ‘The Pistol of 

Bhagat Singh’ and IPS officer Soumya 

Sambasivan’s session on her book ‘Tara The 

Enchantress’ evoked interest in the audience. 

 Soumya Sambasivan elaborated on the connect 

between Indian and Tibetan civilisations. Tara 
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goddess, on which her book was based, was a 

common connect between Indian and Tibetan 

civilsations. The audience appreciated her Hindi and 

Urdu couplets. 

 Roshan Sharma, head of Department of English, 

CUHP, Gautam Vyathith, Suneela Sharma, and 

Abhiyodita Gautam engaged in a conversation with 

Prajya Mishra over their books. 

 Suneela Sharma explained about her book on Pahari 

accent of English language while Abhiyodita 

Gautam narrated her fiction on the plight of Bhakra 

Dam oustees, who were uprooted from their 

traditional land. 

 Hardeep Singh Chandpuri gave tips to the students 

on how to write and get their literature published.  

 Anish Joel, a writer from Dharamsala, engaged in a 

conversation over the subject of spirituality. 

 According to Kangra DC, the festival would be made 

an annual feature. It gave an opportunity to students 

and other people in the city to learn about writing by 

interacting with prominent authors. 

(C) SNOW CARNIVAL IN LAHAUL AND 

SPITI 

 The Ice and Snow Sports Carnival was celebrated 

with great fervour at Barbog village in Lahaul and 

Spiti. The event started on March 25 and concluded 

on April 1. 

 To give the message of environment conservation, 

residents of Lahaul used clay cups and leaf plates for 

serving food to guests during the event. 

 These cups and plates are eco-friendly. The villagers 

made efforts to encourage people in the entire district 

to use clay cups and leaf plates for serving food 

during functions to save the environment. 

 Apart from this, snow craft and archery competition 

was also a major attraction of the event. 

(D) SHIMLA ART FEST 

 Shimla Art Festival was organised on the Ridge 

Shimla after two years. 

 Governor, Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar was present 

as the Chief Guest. 

 It was organised by the Department of Language, 

Art and Culture, Himachal Pradesh. 

 Over 200 artists participated in this festival held from 

22nd to 24th April. 

 The fest wasn't being conducted from the last two 

years due to the COVID pandemic. 

 There is a message behind every art which needs to 

perceive and create awareness. 

 This was a fine opportunity for the painters of the 

country and the artists of the state, through which a 

proper platform has been provided to them for which 

the department deserves appreciation. 

 25 artists were invited to this festival.  
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(E) PHAG FAIR 

 The Phag fair was started in the remote village 

Janglikh, Chhauhara development block of 

Rohru in Shimla district of Himachal.  

 The Phag Mela is conducted every year in the 

spring on the call of the deity Sahib Jakh.  

 It is a 3-day folk festival, the tradition of firing 

snow balls on the temple of Devta Sahib Jakh is 

the major attraction of the fair.  

 The people of Pechayani village wear traditional 

costumes and greet the deity by throwing snow 

balls on the temple.  

 

 

 

 

 

(F) HALDA CELEBRATION 2022 

 Halda Festival was grandly celebrated in 

Lahaul-Spiti despite the bitter cold. 

 People celebrated by preparing delicious 

delicacies, singing and dancing merrily on the 

occasion. 

 To celebrate the event, pencil cedar branches are 

cut into strips and tied together into bundles to 

make a torch called Halda. Halda is lit in a 

house where villagers gather to perform the 

rituals. 

 Residents of Gahar valley, Chandra valley and 

Pattan valley participated actively on the 

occasion and enjoyed Lahauli traditional 

festival. 
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THE JOURNEY OF HIMACHAL PRADESH

THE JOURNEY OF HIMACHAL 

STATE 

 Himachal was formed on 15 April 1948 

by merging small and big princely 

states. Later on 25 January 1971, 

Himachal got full statehood (Himachal 

Foundation Day). 

 Since then the pace of progress of the 

state increased. Himachal builder and 

the first CM of the state, Dr. YS 

Parmar laid the foundation for the 

development of Himachal. They called 

the roads the fate lines of the mountains. 

 Dr. Parmar and the political generation 

that came after him paid attention to the 

development of roads and now there is a 

network of forty thousand kilometers of 

roads in the state. 

 Days associated with two events hold an 

important place in the history of 

Himachal Pradesh.  

 In this episode, the first date is 15 April 

and the second is 25 January.  

 At the time of its formation in 

Himachal, a region with difficult 

geographical conditions, life was very 

struggling. There were neither adequate 

roads nor educational and health 

institutions. Dr. YS Parmar made a lot 

of efforts to get full statehood to 

Himachal and he was successful in his 

mission. Due to his continuous work and 

decisive decisions for the state, he was 

called Himachal builder. 

 Himachal has kissed many pinnacles of 

success in this journey. This journey of 

achieving success in the midst of 

challenges continues. 

 Himachal is an example for hill 

states: At the time of the formation of 

Himachal Pradesh, there were a total of 

228 km long roads. Since the scope of 

rail network and air transport in 

Himachal is very less, the means of 

transport is only roads. All the 

governments of the state worked to lay a 

network of roads here. 

 Now there are forty thousand 

kilometers of roads in Himachal and 

every panchayat is connected by road. 

 Himachal Pradesh is a small state in 

terms of size and population, but it has 

surprised the big states of the country by 

earning many big successes. There are 
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many fronts where Himachal Pradesh 

stands on the top compared to other 

states of the country. 

 Himachal first state in the country to 

have e-assembly. Not only this, 

Himachal Pradesh is also the first state 

in the country to introduce e-cabinet, e-

budget. 

 Himachal Pradesh is the first smoke 

free state of the country. There is a gas 

stove in every house here. 

 Himachal Pradesh has become the first 

ODF state of the country. 

 Himachal is the first state in Asia to 

get carbon credit by increasing green 

cover. 

 Himachal Pradesh has supplied water 

from the tap in the country's cold 

desert Lahaul-Spiti. Himachal is on the 

way to become the first state in the 

country to provide tap water to every 

household. 

 Country's first hydro engineering 

college in Himachal has started in 

Himachal. 

 Himachal is the first state in the country 

to study snow leopard and its prey 

animals. 

 In Himachal Pradesh, the social 

security pension starts from the age of 

sixty. 

 Himachal government gives financial 

assistance of three thousand rupees 

every month to seriously ill patients 

including cancer and other blood 

disorders. The first state in the country 

to start such a scheme. 

 Himachal is in the line of leading states 

of the country in the field of education 

and health. The literacy rate of 

Himachal is more than 86 percent. 

 There are six medical college hospitals 

including AIIMS, IIM, IIT, Triple IT, 

Hydro Engineering College. 

 Himachal Pradesh has also done 

important work in corona 

control. Himachal is the first state in 

the country to give 100% corona 

vaccine dose. Apart from this, Himachal 

did not waste a single dose of Corona. 

 Himachal has the highest number of 

health institutions per 

capita. Himachal is also the top state in 

the country to spend the most on 

health. There are more than four 

thousand health institutions in 
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Himachal. Himachal has the highest per 

capita bank branches in the country. 

 Himachal Pradesh is called the Pharma 

Hub of Asia. Annual drug production of 

45 thousand crores is done here. 

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS OF 

HIMACHAL 

 Himachal Pradesh is recognized as a 

tourism paradise. Two and a half crore 

tourists come here to visit in a year. 

 Himachal is called the Apple State of 

the country. 

 Apart from this, Himachal is also the 

energy state of the country. 

 The population of the state is more than 

seventy lakhs. 

 The identity of the conscious public here 

is that the voting percentage in the 

election remains more than 70 percent. 

 Challenges still not less: Himachal 

Pradesh has very little financial 

resources of its own. The state is mostly 

dependent on the help of the Center for 

its development works. Debt of more 

than 62 thousand crore rupees on 

Himachal Pradesh. There are more than 

eight lakh unemployed youth 

here. Creating employment 

opportunities is a big challenge. 

 In Himachal, Shanta Kumar is called 

the CM with taps. 

 Prem Kumar Dhumal is called CM of 

roads. 

 Jai Ram Thakur is called CM with 

pension. 

 Virbhadra Singh has been named as 

Vikas Purush. 

Chief Minister Title 

Shanta Kumar Taps 

Prem Kumar Dhumal Roads 

Jai Ram Thakur Pension 

Virbhadra Singh Vikas Purush 
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HIMACHAL PRADESH: ROLE MODEL OF DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

Himachal Pradesh got statehood on 25 January, 

1971 and thus this hilly province became the 18th 

state of the Indian Union. 

 After getting the status of the state, Himachal 

Pradesh has marched ahead on the path of 

progress and prosperity in leap and bounds.   

 Today, this state has emerged as role model of 

development not only for the hill states but also 

for other states of the country.  

 The per capita income, gross domestic product, 

literacy rate, attaining status of power surplus 

state, rapid growth in horticulture and agriculture 

production, second best literacy in the country, 

road connectivity to the villages and door-todoor 

water and electricity facility are some indicators 

which show the growth of the state.  

1. ECONOMIC STATUS 

 In the year 1971, the per capita income of the 

state was only Rs. 651 which has increased to 

Rs.  1,83,286 which is much better than most of 

other states in the country. 

 The state’s GDP has gone up from Rs 223 crore 

in 1971 to Rs 1,56,522 crore. 

2. PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

 The length of the roads has increased from 

10,617 kms to about 38 thousand kms. 

 The construction of roads and bridges in the 

state is one of the top priorities of the state 

government. In the last four years 3108 km long 

roads and 240 bridges have been constructed and 

321 villages have been provided road 

connectivity. 

 Atal Pradhan Mantri Gramin Sadak Yojana 

has proved to be a boon for connecting villages 

with roads. 

 With the construction of the strategically 

important Atal Tunnel Rohtang, tourism 

sector has got a new dimension as with the 

opening of this tunnel, lakhs of tourists from all 

over the country and abroad are visiting Lahaul 

and Pangi Valley. 

3. AGRICULTURE AND 

HORTICULTURE SECTOR 

 The agricultural production in the state has 

increased from 954 metric tons to 1500 metric 

tons. 

 The food grain production in 1971 was 9.40 lakh 

MT which has increased to 16.74 lakh MT 

today. 24 thousand hectares of fertile land has 

been brought under irrigation during last 50 

years. 

 Himachal Pradesh has emerged as a fruit state 

of the country and production of off-season 

vegetables has also increased considerably. 
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 The horticulture production was around 149 

MT in the year 1971 which has increased to 

about 900 MT today. 

 Mukhyamantri Khet Sanrakshan Yojana and 

Prakritik Kheti-Khushal Kisan Yojana have 

been started to promote agriculuture and 

horticulture sectors. 

 These schemes have benefitted thousands of 

farmers of the state. 

 Himachal is leading state in the country in 

adopting natural farming. 

 In order to ensure that the farmers get fair price 

for their produce and proper marketing facility, 

grain markets are being expanded.  

 Rs. 1532. 38 crore have been provided to 9.37 

lakh farmers of the state so far Under the 

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 

Yojana. 

 The compensation of Rs 44.45 crore is being 

given Under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 

Yojana to more than 2.44 lakh farmers of the 

state at the rate of six thousand rupees every 

year.  

4. INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 

 In the last few years, the pharma industry has 

grown rapidly in the state and it has emerged as 

the pharma hub of Asia.  

 The State Government has made special efforts 

to attract maximum industrial investment to 

strentghen the state's economy.  

 The first ever Global Investor's Meet held in 

Dharamshala in the year 2019 proved to be a 

milestone in this direction. Prime Minister 

personally graced this Meet in which 703 MoUs 

worth Rs 96 thousand 721 crore were signed.  

 Union Home Minister laid the foundation stone 

of projects worth Rs.13 thousand 656 crore 

during the first ever ground breaking 

ceremony organized in Shimla.  

 Prime Minister laid the foundation stones of 287 

investment projects amounting to more than Rs. 

28 thousand crores during second ground 

breaking ceremony held at Mandi on 27 

December, 2021. 

 The position of Himachal Pradesh in ease of 

doing business ranking has moved up from 16th 

to 7th place.  

 The Mukhyamantri Swavalamban Yojana and 

Chief Minister Start-up scheme launched by 

the state government with the aim of motivating 

the youth for self-employment have proved to be 

a boon.  

 2593 units have been established by providing 

grant of Rs 146.79 crore under this scheme. 
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5. TOURISM SECTOR 

 Himachal Pradesh has taken many innovative 

steps towards tourism expansion, clean energy, 

ropeway connectivity, electric vehicles, and 

sustainable development. Through the ropeway 

project, Himachal is moving forward in the field 

of tourism and connectivity by using modern 

technology.  

 That the state is promoting electric and clean 

mobility by formulating an Electric Vehicle 

Policy. 

 Himachal Pradesh has immense potential for 

tourism which is also a major source of revenue 

for the state. 

 The government has started 'Nai Rahein, Nai 

Manzilein' scheme under which Bir-Billing in 

Kangra district is being developed as para-

gliding, Chanshal valley in Shimla district as 

skiing, Janjehli in Mandi district as eco-

tourism destination.  

 Larji and Tattapani in Mandi district and 

Pong reservoir of Kangra district are being 

developed as water sports destinations.  

 A grand Shiv Dham is being developed at 

Kangnidhar in Mandi at a cost of Rs 183 crore, 

which will be a major center of attraction for the 

people.  

 The construction of ropeways in the state is also 

one of the priorities of the government and 

recently a ropeway from Dharamsala to 

McLeodganj with a cost of Rs 207 crore has 

been started.  

 Recently, a modern heliport has also been started 

in Shimla which will prove to be a boon for the 

tourists. 

 Haryana has signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with the State 

Government for construction of Adi Badri Dam 

on Somb river in Sirmaur district for revival 

of Saraswati river. This will give a boost to 

tourism activities along-with the sustainable 

development of villages around the region.  

6. POWER SUPPLY 

 In the year 1971, 2944 villages were electrified 

in the state, whereas today 100 percent villages 

have been provided with electricity facility.  

7. HYDROPOWER  SECTOR 

 Himachal Pradesh being a power surplus state is 

contributing significantly in meeting the energy 

requirements of the country.  

 Prime Minister laid foundation stones of 

Renuka Dam project, Luhri hydroelectric 

project and Dhaulasiddh project besides 

inauguratimg Sawda-Kuddu power project of 

national importance worth about Rs. 11,581 

crore.  

 For clean and green energy development, the 

state government has approved the Swaran 

Jayanti Urja policy, under which 10,000 MW 

of additional energy will be produced by the 

year 2030.  
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8. EDUCATION SECTOR 

 The state has also made remarkable 

achievements in the field of education.  

 Today, the literacy rate is 82.80 percent which 

was 23 percent in 1971.  

 In order to provide quality education to the 

students of the state, the governmenrt is 

strengthening the infrastructral facilites.  

 The government has notifieed 26 Atal Adarsh 

Vidyalaya's the state where there is no 

Navodaya or Eklavya Vidyalaya.  

9. HEALTH SECTOR 

 In 1971, there were 587 health institutions in 

the state, which have gone up to 4320 and the 

number of educational institutions has 

increased from 4693 to 16067.  

 The state government has started the Chief 

Minister Himachal Healthcare Scheme- 

Himcare to cover the people who were not 

included under Ayushman Bharat scheme of 

the government of India. 

 More than five lakh families have been 

registered under this scheme and till now more 

than Rs 200 crore have been spent for the 

treatment of 2.17 lakh people of the state.  

 The people can avail this facility through 

registered 227 health institutions both in 

government and private sector along-with 

PGIMER, Chandigarh.  

 The financial assistance is being provided at the 

rate of Rs. 3000 per month for continuous care 

to the economically weak people suffering from 

serious diseases under Mukhyamantri Sahara 

Yojana.  

 Under the Chief Minister's Nishulk Dava 

Yojna, as many as 1374 types of medicines are 

being provided free-of-cost to the patients in all 

government health institutions.  

 The state government is committed to providing 

quality health services to the people of the 

state.  

 The work of expansion and strengthening of 

health facilities in the state is being done on a 

large scale.  

 Six medical colleges have been opened in the 

state and OPD facility has been started in 

AIIMS located at Kothipura in Bilaspur 

district.  

 Under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojana-Ayushman Bharat of the union 

government, 4.78 lakh families have been 

registered in Himachal. 

 Of these, golden cards were issued to 4 lakh 25 

thousand.  

 A total of 227 hospitals are registered under the 

scheme and about Rs 140 crore have been been 

provided to 1.16 lakh beneficiaries for free 

medical treatment.  
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10. SOCIAL INCLUSION 

 The state government has made honest efforts 

for attracting industrial investment to 

strengthen the state's economy, providing 

social security to the elderly, creating 

employment and selfemployment opportunities 

for the youth, ensuring women's security and 

their socio-economic uplifiment, prosperity of 

farmers and horticulturists and backward 

sections of the society.  

 It has taken notable initiatives to bring the 

economically weaker sections of the society in 

the mainstream of development.  

 The State Government in its first Cabinet 

meeting decided to lower the age from 80 years 

to 70 years for providing Social Security 

Pension without any income limit.  

 About 2 lakh new pension cases have been 

sanctioned and the different types of Social 

Security Pensions have been increased during 

this period.  

 Pension of Rs. 1000 per month is being provided 

to the women of age 65 to 69 years under 

Swarn Jayanti Nari Sambal Yojana. 

11. WOMEN EMPOWERMENT 

 For the universalization of Pradhan Mantri 

Ujjwala Yojana, the state government has 

implemented Mukhyamantri Grihini Suvidha 

Yojana, under which free gas connections have 

been provided to 3 lakh 23 thousand families, 

who could not be included in the Pradhan 

Mantri Ujjwala Yojana.  

 These schemes have freed the women from 

problems of collecting fuel and hazard caused by 

the smoke.  

 With the successful operation of both these 

schemes, Himachal has been declared as the 

country's first smoke-free state due to 

successful implementation of these schemes.  

 Mukhyamantri Shagun Yojana and 

Mukhyamantri Kanyadan Yojana have 

proved to be very beneficial in providing 

financial assistance for marriage of for marriage 

of girls of B.P.L families and destitute women 

and girls respectively.  

 Free domestic electricity connections are being 

provided to the poor people of the state under 

Mukhyamantri Roshni Yojana. 

12. GOOD GOVERNANCE 

 The State Government started innovative 

Janmanch for redressal of the grievances of 

the people by the Ministers and officers nearer to 

their homes.  

 So far, 232 Jan Manch hacve been organised in 

which 52,665 complaints and demands were 

recieved and 93 percent have been redressed.  

 Adding new dimension to the programme 

Mukhyamantri Seva Sankalap Helpline-1100 

has been started to redressal of the grievances 

of the people by registering their grievances 

online from home.  
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 More than three lakh complaints have been 

registered on the helpline, out of which 86 

percent have been resolved.  

13. DECENTRALIZED GOVERNANCE 

 Keeping in view the important role of Gram 

Panchayats in development and providing 

administrative facilities to the people, the state 

government has created 412 new Gram 

Panchayats and three Municipal Corporations.  

14. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

 Under the Mukhyamantri Awas Yojna, BPL 

fmilies of the rural areas are being provided 

financial assistance of Rs. 1.50 lakh per 

beneficiary for construction of pucca houses.  

 About five thousand houses have been approved 

in the last four years under the Pradhan Mantri 

Awas Yojana (Rural), whereas 6617 houses 

have been constructed under Pradhan Mantri 

Awas Yojana (Urban).  

15. CLEAN DRINKING WATER 

 The ambitious Jal Jeevan Mission has been 

implemented with the aim of providing clean 

drinking water to all villages and habitations of 

the state by the year 2022.  

 As of now, 7.78 lakh tap connections have been 

installed during the tenure of the present 

government.  

 This is a remarkable achievement because earlier 

only 7.63 lakh connections were given in the 

entire state earlier.  

16. STATE ACHIEVEMENT 

 The state has received many prestigious national 

level awards and honours for its outstanding 

achievements and performance in various fields. 

 In achieving the Sustainable Development 

Goals of NITI Aayog, Himachal has been 

ranked first among hill states and second in the 

country.  

 The state has also been awarded for its better 

performance in the fields of health, education, 

horticulture and agriculture etc.  

 The state has ranked second in the country in the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Index 

and Dashboard 2020-21 released by NITI 

Aayog.  

 Himachal Pradesh has been ranked first in the 

Most Improved Big States in Health survey 

released recently by the India Today Group. 


