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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS UPDATES- 18 August 2022 

DAILY UPDATE 1 :BANKING 

 

SBI Formalises Policy To Finance Makers Of Lab-Grown Diamonds:- 

In a move that could significantly boost the industry of lab-grown diamonds, India's largest private lender, State Bank of 
India, has become the country's first bank to develop a policy to fund manufacturers of the man-made stone. While lab-
grown diamonds appear to be exact replicas of natural stones, high-street banks frequently regard them with suspicion. 
However, SBI's move may bring a level of dependability to the industry. The policy is being formalised at a time when 
jewellers are establishing factories in Surat to produce synthetic diamonds. 

DAILY UPDATE 2 :INTERNATIONAL 

 

Langya Henipavirus Found In China:- 

A new zoonotic virus has been identified in China's two eastern provinces, with 35 infections so far. Langya Henipavirus, 

or LayV, is another name for this new type of Henipavirus. Henipaviruses are pathogens with a biosafety level of 4 

(BSL4). They can cause severe illness in both animals and humans, and there are currently no licenced drugs or vaccines 
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for humans. Langya was discovered during surveillance testing of patients with fever and a recent history of animal 

exposure in eastern China. 

DAILY UPDATE 3:MISCELLANEOUS  

 

Tennis Legend Serena Williams Announces Her Retirement From Tennis:- 

Serena Williams, the winner of 23 Grand Slam titles, has announced her retirement from tennis. Tennis legend 
 announced her retirement in an article published in Vogue Magazine. She was defeated in her first singles match at 
Wimbledon earlier this year. She has now set her sights on the US Open, which could be her final tournament. Serena 
has won the most Grand Slam singles titles of any player in the open era and the second-most of all time, trailing only 
Margaret Court's 24. 

DAILY UPDATE 4 :SUMMITS AND CONFERENCES 

 

Maharashtra Governor Inaugurates The 22nd ‘Bharat Rang Mahotsav’:- 
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The 22nd 'Bharat Rang Mahotsav' was inaugurated at Mumbai's Rabindra Natya Mandir by Maharashtra Governor Shri 
Bhagat Singh Koshyari. The five-day drama festival (held from August 9 to August 13, 2022) was organised in the city by 
the Union Ministry of Culture and the P.L. Deshpande Maharashtra Kala Akademi to honour our freedom fighters. The 
Maharashtra Governor, speaking on the occasion, stated that theatre is an important medium for spreading joy, raising 
awareness, and protecting our rich heritage and culture. 

DAILY UPDATE 5 :AWARDS 

 

Prabath Jayasuriya And Emma Lamb Bags ICC Player Of The Month For July 2022:- 

The International Cricket Council (ICC) has named Prabath Jayasuriya of Sri Lanka and Emma Lamb of England as the 
winners of its Player of the Month awards for July 2022. It was announced that Jayasuriya has won the ICC Men's Player 
of the Month award following an outstanding series of performances with the ball, where his remarkable haul of wickets 
sees him crowned ahead of rival contenders England's Jonny Bairstow (who won the Men's award in June) and French 
youngster Gustav McKeon. 

DAILY UPDATE 6 :DEFENCE 

 

Indian Army & DFI Launched ‘Him Drone-A-Thon’ Programme:- 
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In collaboration with the Drone Federation of India (DFI), the Indian Army launched the Him Drone-a-thon programme . 
The initiative is consistent with self-sufficiency in defence manufacturing. It aims to catalyse and provide focused 
opportunities for the Indian drone ecosystem to develop game-changing drone capabilities for frontline troops. 
According to the Defence Ministry, the programme is a pan-India sustained link between all stakeholders, including 
industry, academia, software developers, and drone product manufacturers. 

DAILY UPDATE 7 : BOOKS 

 

Zoological Survey Of India (ZSI) Published A Book On 1000+ Bird Species:- 

The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) has published a field guide titled 'Field Guide, Birds of India,' which covers 1,331 
avian species found in the country. Unlike other books that primarily used drawings, it emphasises high-quality 
photographs of birds, according to ZSI Director Dhriti Banerjee. Despite the fact that the country has a large number of 
bird species, the number of bird enthusiasts in the country is far lower than in many European countries with less avian 
diversity, according to the ZSI director. Banerjee stated that this book will be a ready reckoner for all 1331 bird species 
found in the country. 

DAILY UPDATE 8 : STATE  

 

‘Radio Jaighosh’ Launched By CM Yogi On Kakori Train Action Anniversary:- 
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As part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath launched 'Radio 
Jaighosh' to commemorate the anniversary of the Kakori Train Action. The state Department of Culture is launching a 
community radio channel to promote folk art, performing arts, Uttar Pradesh regional delicacies, and gallantry award 
winners. Radio Jaighosh will be available on 107.8 MHz and will broadcast programmes from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily from 
the Sangeet Natak Akademi's newly renovated studio in Lucknow. 

DAILY UPDATE 9 :BOOKS 

 

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh Releases Book ‘Rusty Skies & Golden Winds’:- 

Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State for Science and Technology, launched a poetry book titled 'Rusty Skies and 
Golden Winds' written by 11-year-old Sannidhya Sharma, a student in class 7. Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Jitendra 
Singh praised the young author's efforts in crystallising his thoughts into a collection of his poems, congratulated him on 
this rare achievement at such a young age, and wished him a bright future. The book is published by Blue-rose 
publishers. 

DAILY UPDATE 10 :SPORTS 

 

44th Chess Olympiad: Uzbekistan Win Gold In Open Section, Ukrainian Women Triumph:- 
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According to the International Chess Federation (FIDE), the 14th-seeded Uzbekistan team won the gold medal, while 
Armenia and India-2 teams won silver and bronze in the Open section of the 44th Chess Olympiad held here. 
JakhongirVakhidov's win on board 4 helped Uzbekistan defeat the Netherlands in the second round. According to FIDE, 
Ukraine has won gold in the women's section. The India-2 team, made up of young players, defeated Germany 3-1 in the 
11th and final round. 
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