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HPAS CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022 (PART III) 

(OCTOBER – DECEMBER, 2021) 

After the huge success of the previous titles on HPAS Current Affairs, 

GURUJI’S KIRPA SNM IAS Academy launches the next compendium of 

current affairs. Like the first two parts, this book is also meticulously prepared to 

meet the needs of HPAS EXAMS and other state level exams. 

It is easy to read, section wise systematically organized resources for HP 

G.K and Current Affairs. Article wise CATCHWORDS makes it the most 

student friendly examination focused resource. Also, refer to the previous book 

and Himachal: A Complete Analysis for HPAS by Ms. Nidhi Soni (GK 

Publications) for holistic preparation. 
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A. ECONOMY SECTION 

 

I  AGRICULTURE SECTOR 

1. AWARD FOR RED RICE 

CULTIVATION 

 Farmers of the Rohru subdivision in 

Shimla district has received the 

prestigious Plant Genome Saviour 

Award carrying a cash prize of Rs 10 

lakh for their contribution in developing 

red rice, a rare variety of paddy grown in 

Himachal Pradesh. 

 CSK Himachal Pradesh Agriculture 

University scientists had gathered all 

data and helped the farmers growing red 

rice register the traditional variety 

„Chhohartu‟ with the Protection of 

Plant Varieties and Farmers‟ Rights 

Authority (PPVFRA) eight years ago. 

 The researchers, in the past one year, 

helped the farmers pursue the matter 

again with renewed efforts to conserve, 

develop, popularise and further spread 

the rice variety, bringing laurels to the 

state. 

 The university had even helped the 

farmers form a society as the award is 

given to societies only.  

 The award, carried a cash prize of Rs. 10 

lakh, a citation and a memento, was 

presented to the farmers’ society on 

November 11 by the Union Minister of 

Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare. 

 It is the country’s highest award for 

farmers, in recognition of their 

contribution to conserving and 

developing plant varieties. 

 Red rice is under cultivation in about 

1,000 hectares in various villages of 

Rohru subdivision. It is cultivated on both 

sides of the Pabbar river, adapted to 

cultivation from 1,300 m to 2,100 m, and 

is categorised under Japonica red rice. 

 ‘Chhohartu’ has red pericarp (outer layer) 

and it fetches a premium price in the 

market, setting an example of „vocal for 

local‟. 

 A couple of years ago, the university 

scientists had helped farmers of Bhedal 

panchayat in Chamba district get the 

Plant Genome Saviour Community 

Award-2019 for conserving land races of 

maize „Haachi‟ (white), „Retti‟ (red) 

and „chitkuri‟ (popcorn). 

HEALTH BENEFITS OF RED RICE 

 The excess water having thick 

consistency, decanted after cooking the 

red rice, is considered healthy for 

expecting mothers. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 80,000 Hectares: Total Area Under 

Rice in Himachal State, Spread 

Across 10 Districts. 

 1100 Hectares: Total Area Under 

Cultivation of Red Rice. 

 9926 Quintals: Total Annual 

Production of Red Rice in the State. 

 Red Rice Varieties: Abundant in 

Iron, Zinc and Magnesium. 



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 
  WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com    2 

 

2-A. NATURAL FARMING 

 A group of progressive farmers in Indora 

Kangra district has availed of the 

benefits of the Agriculture 

Department‟s Prakritik Kheti 

Khushhal Kisan Yojana (PKKKY).  

 The aim of the scheme is to reduce the 

cost of cultivation and enhance crop 

production to make natural farming a 

sustainable livelihood. 

 The farmers have set an example in 

producing organic farm yield under the 

guidance of Kangra district‟s 

Agriculture Technology Management 

Agency (ATMA) scheme. 

 The farmers’ group is not only cultivating 

organic vegetable and cereal crops, but 

also sensitising others to take up natural 

farming. 

 The farmers had not used any chemical 

fertiliser on their vegetable and wheat 

crops and prepared manure from Sahilwal 

cows’ dung. They have bought Sahilwal 

cows availing 50 per cent government 

subsidy. They are using neemastra, 

brahmastra and agniastra natural (no-

chemical) fertilisers to protect their field 

crops from pests and insects. 

2-B. BOOST TO NATURAL 

FARMING  

 A collaboration between the state project 

implementing unit of Prakritik Kheti 

Khushhal Kisan Yojana and the Council 

of Scientific and Industrial Research 

(CSIR)-Institute of Microbial 

Technology in Chandigarh is on the 

cards for microbial study of dung and 

urine of indigenous cows being used for 

the Subhash Palekar Natural Farming 

(SPNF) in Himachal Pradesh. 

 The SPNF is a non-chemical, low-cost, 

climate-resilient agriculture technique, 

which is being promoted under the 

Prakritik Kheti Khushhal Kisan 

Yojana since its launch in 2018. 

 It recommends the use of dung and urine 

of indigenous cow breeds as the key 

components for soil fertility enhancement 

and plant protection. 

2-C. MESSENGERS OF NATURAL 

FARMING  

 Rural women picked up as ‘Krishi 

Sakhis‟ (Community Resource 

Persons) for agriculture-related activities 

under the National Rural Livelihood 

Mission (NRLM) have become the 

messengers of natural farming in 

Himachal Pradesh. 

COMMUNITY MOBILISATION 

 Natural farming reduces costs and 

improves nutrition and there is the need 

to create awareness among farmers to 

take to non-chemical farming for better 

results. 

 The womenfolk associated with training 

in natural farming technique, concept 

seeding at village organisation level, 

training and promotion of ecological 

practices, promotion of agri-nutri garden 

and running seed banks by the Himachal 

Pradesh Prakritik Khushhal Kisan 

(PK3Y) Yojana are changing the 

mindsets, with sustainable agriculture, 

income, environment and nutrition in 

focus. 

 Women are the main workable force in 

the agriculture fields across the country. 

So it is always effective if the women are 

trained and the message about farming is 

spread through women only. 

 So far, 23 trainings have been conducted 

for 502 „Krishi Sakhis‟ in natural 

farming techniques in 12 districts of 
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Himachal Pradesh. Their exposure visits 

to the farms are also being conducted. 

 In all, 1.53 lakh farmer families in 

Himachal Pradesh have adopted natural 

farming partially or fully on 9,192 

hectares. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. NEW PADDY PURCHASE 

CENTRE 

 The Food and Civil Supplies and 

Consumer Affairs Department has 

notified a new centre at Johron 

Pipliwala in Paonta Sahib subdivision 

of Sirmaur district to speed up paddy 

procurement by the Food Corporation 

of India (FCI). 

 Nine centres are already functional in the 

state for the procurement of paddy, 

including two in Sirmaur district at 

Tohana Haripur in Paonta Sahib and the 

FCI godown at Kala Amb. 

 As many as 4,320 farmers have registered 

in Sirmaur district for paddy procurement 

and 3,297 tokens have been generated 

while only 826 farmers have sold their 

crop. 

 The officials have decided to open the 

centre as there is apprehension that the 

crop could face damages due to paucity 

of storage capacity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. MURRAH BUFFALO BREEDING 

FARM 

 The Himachal Pradesh government will 

be setting up a Central-funded Murrah 

buffalo farm with an outlay of Rs 506.45 

lakh for the genetic upgrading and 

dairy extension services 

 The breeding farm, which will produce 

the high-quality fertile and disease-free 

bovine stock, will be set up by the 

Himachal Pradesh Livestock and 

Poultry Development Board in Burnoh 

in Una district. 
 The Murrah buffalo is the most 

preferred choice of many dairy 

farmers. 

 Murrah buffaloes, popularly known as 

“Black Gold”, are highly suitable for 

professional and organised dairy farming 

for yielding high quality milk. 

CATCHWORDS: 

PADDY PROCUREMENT: 

 Around 50,069 Quintals of Paddy has 

Been Procured at Two Centres in 

Sirmaur. 

 As Many as 882 Farmers have Sold 

their Produce. 

 At the Tohana Haripur Centre, 39,885 

Quintals of Paddy has been Procured 

From 688 Farmers. 

 At Kala Amb, 10,184 Quintals of 

Paddy has been Procured from 194 

Farmers. 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 A Chemical Free Farming. 

 Benefits of Natural Farming: 

 Restoration of Soil Fertility. 

 Mitigation of Greenhouse 

Gas Emissions. 

 Environment Conservation.  

 Livestock sustainability. 
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 The aim of the farm is to produce high-

yielding calves to enhance the overall 

milk production. 

 The native Murrah breed, nationally 

recognized as an indigenous by the 

National Bureau of Animal Genetic 

Resources in Karnal, is of its distinct 

characteristics and constitutes 359,979 

(55 per cent) of the total 646,565 buffalo 

population in the state. 

 The state will set up three ultra-modern 

sheds at an initial cost of Rs 75 lakh to 

rear 50 high-genetic buffaloes, 

comprising 30 adult and 20 heifers. 

 The freshly calved high pedigreed 30 

adult female buffaloes in first or second 

lactation and 20 disease-free heifers will 

be purchased from government farms. 

 The state will high grade semen to 

farmers and the surplus will be supplied 

to neighbouring states – Haryana, Punjab, 

Delhi and Uttar Pradesh – to meet the 

growing demand, said Kanwar. 

 The Murrah buffalo farm will be 

equipped with scientific waste 

management and rainwater harvesting 

facilities and a fodder farm. 

 To reduce the operational cost of farms, 

own forage and silage preparation from 

green fodder crops will be practiced. 

 The fodder production will be undertaken 

with a cost of Rs 15 lakh to reduce the 

cost of rearing the animals so as to make 

the project economically viable and the 

dung is to be used as organic fertilizer 

manure for green fodder cultivation. 

 Surplus green fodder is proposed to be 

utilized for silage production to be used 

in lean periods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. CULTIVATION OF KODA 

 Himachal government has decided to 

promote traditional crops in Himachal 

Pradesh. 

 The cultivation of koda, red rice and 

other coarse grain will start again soon. 

 In the first phase, Rs 5 crore will be 

spent by the state government on seed 

promotion of traditional crops. 

 Considering the demand for coarse 

grains, the government has started 

promoting the farmers in the state to 

produce traditional crops. 

 The farmers of the state had almost 

stopped growing coarse grains. But now 

its market demand is increasing sharply.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Dairy Farming: Providing Rural 

Employment. 

 India Accounts for 55% of the 

World‟s Buffalo Population. 

 Murrah Buffalo Originates in 

Haryana State. 

 It is a Popular Breed of Water 

Buffalo Mainly Kept for Milk 

Production. 
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KODA: TRADITIONAL FOODGRAIN 

CROP 

ETHNOBOTANICAL IMPORTANCE: 

 Koda is cooked like rice, ground to flour 

for making roti and chilra which is a 

pancake prepared from koda flour batter. 

 Sprouted grains are recommended for 

children and elderly people. 

 A decoction of fresh plant is used against 

dysentery and constipation. 

 Grains are ground to fine powder which 

is taken in the morning with milk or tea to 

strengthen bones. 

 Grains are also used to make liquor/beer 

and its by-product is used as livestock 

feed. 

 Green ragi is used for treating blood 

pressure, liver disorders, asthama and 

heart weakness. 

 Whole plant is used for making baskets, 

mats and thatching of roof. 

 

MEDICINAL IMPORTANCE: 

 High dietary fiber helps in delayed 

nutrient absorption, increased faecal bulk, 

lowers blood lipids and prevents colon 

cancer. 

 Koda contains amino acid tryptophan 

which lowers appetite and helps in 

keeping weight in control, lecithine and 

methionine which helps in bringing down 

cholesterol level. It also contains 

threonine which hinders fat formation in 

liver and regulates cholesterol. 

 It is a good source of natural iron and 

helps in curing anaemia. 

 Koda is rich in minerals particularly 

calcium and potassium which helps in 

strengthening bones and teeth. It is a 

good food for growing children, lactating 

mothers and ageing people. 

 Koda does not contain gluten which 

makes it a wonderful grain alternative for 

gluten sensitive people. 

 It is beneficial in the conditions of 

anxiety, depression and insomnia. It is 

also useful for migraine. 

6. KINNAUR'S BLACK CUMIN  

 Himachal is known for tourism and apple 

production in the country and the world. 

This is the reason why Himachal is also 

called Apple Bowl, but Himachal does 

not produce only apple or stone fruit. The 

farmers here are producing many such 

things which will increase their income. 

 Black cumin is one such crop which is 

today the biggest source of economy of 

some villages of Kinnaur. 

BLACK CUMIN 

 Black cumin is a spice with slight 

bitterness in taste. Due to being hot in 

effect, it is used more in winter and also 

beneficial. Apart from using it in food, it 

is also used as medicine. Its aroma is 

more than that of common cumin. Black 

cumin is used to enhance the taste of 

food. It is also used as a spice in salty tea. 

BLACK CUMIN IN KINNAUR 

 The black cumin which once used to 

grow in the forests, is being grown by the 

farmers in the fields today. 

 In some villages of Kinnaur, black 

cumin cultivation is doing a life-saving 

work in strengthening the economy of 

the farmers. 
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 Some farmers are also cultivating it in 

Lahaul Spiti district of Himachal. 

 Black cumin is being grown in Shaung, 

Brua, Sangla village of Kinnaur. 

 It is a very popular cash crop in this area. 

It is getting a good price in the market. 

Farmers growing black cumin say that it 

takes some time for its crop to be ready. 

The crop has to be taken care of for about 

two years. 

REGRET TO THE FARMERS 

 Actually in the year 2013, the 

neighboring state of Uttarakhand 

government encouraged the farmers of 

Chamoli region to promote the 

production of cumin and gave necessary 

help, but the government gave such 

encouragement to the farmers of 

Himachal Pradesh. Due to this indifferent 

attitude, the interest of this crop is 

showing less in the hilly areas of 

Himachal. Some people are cultivating it, 

but due to lack of marketing and 

technical knowledge of black cumin, 

the profit is not as much as it should be. 

Sometimes there is loss too. 

PRODUCTION AND SALE 

 150 to 200 quintals of cumin seeds are 

being produced every year in the village 

of Kinnaur. This cumin is sold at Rs 1500 

to Rs 2000 per kg. As soon as the month 

of July starts, its bulk buyers start 

reaching the village itself. Those who are 

giving them a price of one and a half to 

two lakh rupees per quintal, but if the 

right technology and its cultivation is 

promoted by the government, then black 

cumin can change the fate of the farmers 

of Himachal. 

 

 

THE MOST SPECIAL IS MAKO CUMIN   

 There are many varieties of cumin such 

as fat cumin, brown cumin, light white 

cumin, but the highest quality is Mako 

cumin, which is also called black cumin. 

The seeds of this cumin are thinner or 

finer and black than other varieties, its 

aroma is also more than other varieties.  

 A pinch of this cumin in the food changes 

the taste. The farmers cultivating it 

believe that its smell is so strong that its 

fragrance starts coming from about 30 

meters away. This Mako cumin is found 

only in a few parts of the country and this 

is the reason that it is costlier than other 

types of cumin. 

MEDICINAL VALUE 

 Black cumin is also considered a 

medicine in Ayurveda and it is used in 

many Ayurvedic medicines. Black cumin 

is the medicine for many diseases. It has 

many advantages. 

 Black cumin and shahi jeera helps to 

increase immunity. 

 Boiling cumin seeds in water and 

drinking empty stomach in the morning 

kills stomach worms. 

Apart from stomach diseases, it also 

proves effective in eliminating many skin 

diseases. 
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7. FARMER PRODUCER 

ORGANIZATIONS  

 Thousands of farmers will get good 

prices for their produce by doing natural 

farming in Karsog, Mandi district 

associated with Subhash Palekar 

Natural Farming.  

 For this, to promote natural farming in 

Himachal, five Farmer Producer 

Organizations (FPOs) will be formed in 

district Mandi, Shimla, Sirmaur, Solan 

and Bilaspur. 

 The farmers doing natural farming in 62 

panchayats of the sub-division  of 

Karsog will be connected with the 

Farmer Producer Organization (FPO) 

which will go directly from village to 

village and buy the naturally prepared 

products from the farmers and then these 

products will be delivered directly to the 

customers.Due to this, now the chain 

system associated with the arhtiyas will 

also be broken. The products will be 

widely publicized, so that health 

conscious consumers can get natural 

products at their doorstep at a cheaper 

price from the market. With this, farmers 

will also be able to get good prices. 

 There is no separate mandis to sell the 

finished product from natural farming. In 

such a situation, in Karsog, more than 2 

thousand farmers associated with 

Subhash Palekar natural farming have 

to sell their products along with the 

products prepared from chemical 

farming in the mandis. Due to which 

farmers are not getting good prices for the 

products prepared from natural farming. 

With the decision to form Farmer 

Producer Organization, there is a ray of 

hope among the farmers associated with 

natural farming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. PHASE-II OF HP CROP 

DIVERSIFICATION 

PROMOTION PROJECT 

(HPCDP) 

 Chief Minister has launched Rs 1010.60 

crore phase-II of the HP Crop 

Diversification Promotion Project 

(HPCDP) supported by Japan 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Medicinal Value of Black Cumin. 

 Economic Significance of Black 

Cumin. 

 Historically Precious in 

Traditional Medicine. 

  GI Tag for Black cumin. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Approaches of FPO: 

 Produce Cluster Area 

Approach. 

 Specialized Commodity Based 

Approach. 

 Collectivisation of Small, Marginal 

and Landless Farmers. 

 Development of Agriculture 

Entrepreneurship Skills. 

 Providing Holistic and Broad Based 

Supportive Ecosystem.  
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International Cooperation Agency 

(JICA) for the State at Dharamshala.  

 The state government is committed for 

the development of rural areas as more 

than 90 percent of the total population 

lives in these areas and about 70 percent 

of the population is dependent on the 

agriculture sector for livelihood. 

 Despite limited financial resources and 

slowdown due to the Corona pandemic, 

the present state government has 

launched various new schemes to 

promote irrigation, agriculture, 

horticulture, forestry and allied sectors 

besides ensuring all-round and equitable 

development of the State. 

AIM 

 The main objective of this project was to 

disseminate a successful model of crop 

diversification and increase the 

vegetable area in the project area from 

2500 hectares to 7000 hectares by 2031. 

 This project also provides an opportunity 

to replicate the experiences of diverse 

farming systems in community 

participation and to disseminate with 

similar JICA supported projects in India. 

SCOPE 

 The phase-II of the JICA aided crop 

diversification project would be 

implemented in all the 12 districts of 

state and would give a big boost to the 

socio-economic status of farmer's 

families. 

 The phase-I of the project being 

implemented in five districts of Mandi, 

Kangra, Hamirpur, Bilaspur and Una 
on pilot basis since 2011 has virtually 

transformed the economy of the farmers 

in these districts. 

 

FUNDING PATTERN 

 New phase of the HPCDP would have the 

JICA loan component of Rs. 807.30 

crore while the State’s share would be 

Rs. 203.30 crore.  

 JICA India was the largest and oldest 

developmental partner of Japan. The 

Project aimed at sustainable and climate 

resilient agriculture development and it 

also had a component of technical 

solution.  

COMPONENTS 

 In the phase-II of the project, there would 

be 296 sub-projects for providing 

irrigation to convert 7,933 hectares under 

crop diversification while ten other sub-

projects would be taken up for crop 

diversification regarding conversion of 

500 hectare area which already have 

irrigation facilities. 

 The targeted increase of gross income per 

hectare was expected to be Rs. 2.50 lakh 

at the end of the project from the existing 

Rs. 55,000 per hectare. 

 In order to fulfil the vision and 

commitment towards rapid development 

of the State, the government was 

mobilizing resources from all possible 

sources including central government, 

external funding agencies like JICA, 

World Bank and Asian Development 

Bank etc. 

 The state government considers JICA to 

be the most important source of financial 

support and partner in development of the 

State.  There was a huge potential for 

cultivation of off-season vegetables in 

this region. 

 The state government has created a strong 

network of market yards to 

remunerative prices to the farmers, but 

still lot more such Mandis were required 
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in the State so that farmers could have 

easy access for marketing their products 

and getting better prices. 

 Both India and Japan have developed 

systems of sustainable production 
instead of bulk production of food grains. 

The United Nations has also set goals for 

sustainable development which were to 

be achieved by 2030.  The government 

of Himachal Pradesh has institutionalized 

the sustainable development goals by 

supporting them in the budgetary and 

planning process and the State looks 

forward to meeting these goals in a record 

time. 

 Due to the hilly topography, the area 

suitable for cultivation was less, thus 

greater stress must be laid on crop 

diversification to increase farmers 

income. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. PRADHAN MANTRI KISAN 

SAMMAN NIDHI SCHEME 

 Prime Minister has released the 10th 

installment of minimum financial benefit 

under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman 

Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme. 

 Under this installment, Rs. 20,946 crore 

was disbursed to more than 10.09 crore 

farmer families of the country. 

 During the programme, the Prime 

Minister also released an equity grant of 

more than Rs 14.04 crore to about 351 

Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs), 

which had been benefitted more than 1.24 

lakh farmers. 

 Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 

scheme was launched by the Prime 

Minister on 24th February, 2019 to 

provide income support of Rs. 6,000 per 

year in three equal installments of Rs. 

2000 to small and marginal farmers. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Promotion of Crop Diversification. 

 Development of Necessary 

Infrastructure. 

 Technical Training for 

Farmers. 

 Major Activities for Crop 

Diversification. 

 Water Management. 

 Vegetable Farming and Post 

Harvest. 

 Self-Help Group (SHG)  

Development. 

  Marketing. 
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 Agriculture in the State contributes about 

13.62 percent of the total State Gross 

Domestic Product. 

 There were 88 percent small and 

marginal farmers in Himachal State. An 

amount of Rs. 1537 crore have been 

disbursed to about 9.68 lakh eligible 

farmers of Himachal State under this 

ambitious scheme upto 31st December, 

2021. 

 There were 107 FPOs with about 15000 

members in Himachal Pradesh. These 

FPOs were working in different 

agricultural and allied activities in the 

State. Prime Minister has released equity 

grant of Rs. 16.72 lakh to 7 FPOs of the 

Himachal State.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. SKILL DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMMES FOR FARMERS 

 In collaboration with Himachal Pradesh 

Kaushal Vikas Nigam, Dr Y.S. Parmar 

University of Horticulture and 

Forestry, Nauni has launched 8 skill 

development programmes. 

 An MoU has been signed between the 

two institutes. 

 45 basic-level training workshops and 16 

masters level training workshops would 

be conducted, which would benefit 1,220 

farmers of Himachal Pradesh.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. STUDY TOUR FOR WOMEN 

FARMERS OF CHAMBA 

DISTRICT 

 A group of Chamba women farmers were 

flagged off by DC Chamba for a study 

tour to other districts to get information 

about new techniques of agriculture. 

 The group consists of 35 women of 

Mehla, Tissa and Salooni. 

 The aim behind this study tour is to know 

about the good quality, processing and 

packing of vegetables to get good prices. 

 Agriculture extension officers would be 

guiding the women farmers during the 

study tour. 

CATCHWORDS: 

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 

Scheme: 

 A Central Sector Scheme with 

100% Funding from the 

Government of India. 

 Aim is to Supplement the 

Financial Needs of the Small and 

Marginal Farmers. 

  Launched on 24
th

 Feb, 2019. 
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II  HORTICULTURE SECTOR 

 

1. COUNTRY'S FIRST KAFAL 

GARDEN 

 The initiative of horticulture of this 

naturally growing wild fruit, the country's 

first kafal garden is being developed 

with the efforts of IIT Mandi. 

 The naturally occurring fruit which is 

found in the forests of Himachal Pradesh 

is not only delicious but it also proves 

helpful in the prevention of dangerous 

diseases like cancer. 

 This fruit, is available in just two months 

in a year. 

 With the efforts of IIT Mandi, the 

country's first Kafal Garden is being 

developed in Kamand village, Mandi 

district. 

 This fruit is found in the forests of 

Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand at 

an altitude of 15 to 2.5 thousand meters.  

HEALTH BENEFITS 

 This fruit with small grains is not only 

tasty to eat, but many medicinal 

properties are also hidden in it.  

 According to Dr. Vikas Narayal, 

Research Officer, Regional Ayurveda 

Research Institute, Mandi, a large amount 

of multivitamins and anti-oxidants are 

found in Kafal, which protect humans 

from heatwave caused by heat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. GROWTH OF AVOCADO PLANT 

 Avocado is the only fruit in the world 

which has no taste and flavour, but is still 

liked and eaten all over the world. It is 

rather an important part of food of 

millions of people in Central America. 

 The British tried to introduce this fruit in 

India around a 100 years ago, but it was 

rejected by Indian consumers due to its 

bland taste. Taste is a very important 

component for Indians. 

 But in spite of that, avocado has made a 

comeback. One can see it being sold at 

elite fruit shops for Rs 500 to 600 per kg 

or Rs 100 -125 per fruit. Most fruits sold 

in Indian markets are being imported. 

 Avocado fruit rich in medicinal 

properties will now have its own 

production in Himachal Pradesh. 

 With this, where the economy of the 

gardeners will be strengthened, the fruits 

of avocado will be available in the state 

also. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Locally Harvested Wild Edible 

Plants (WEPs). 

 Ensuring Local Food Security. 

 Nutritional Value of WEPs. 

 Need for Conservation Measures 

and Sustainable Harvesting 

Techniques. 
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 Trial of avocado plants has been 

successful. Trial of this plant was done in 

Horticulture and Forestry College 

Neri, Hamirpur. 

 In 2017, 50 plants planted by scientist Dr. 

Somdev Sharma in Neri College have 

started bearing fruit. 

 In such a situation, now the idea of 

creating a nursery of avocado plants in 

the college has started. 

 Avocado is grown in warm areas. It is 

also often called butter fruit. However, 

it is also grown in most of North 

America and costs Rs 150 to 200 per kg. 

HEALTH BENEFITS 

 The fats found in avocado fruit are 

considered beneficial for health. This 

fruit is beneficial in other diseases 

including heart disease, blood pressure. 

Along with this, the consumption of this 

fruit is beneficial in digesting food, 

beautifying hair and face, strengthening 

bones and reducing diabetes. 

 It contains carbohydrates, vitamin-C, 

vitamin B-six, vitamin K, vitamin E and 

minerals like calcium, iron, potassium, 

copper, manganese etc., which help in 

removing many diseases of the body. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GROWING THE FRUIT TREE IN 

HIMACHAL 

 Avocado trees planted by fruit enthusiasts 

at Solan, Mandi and Bilaspur are 

already bearing fruits. This is enough 

evidence to indicate that this fruit can 

grow in the low hills or frost-free areas of 

the mid-hills in Himachal Pradesh. There 

is certainly not going to be any risk, if 

growers in these areas plant a few trees of 

avocado. 

PROCURING PLANT MATERIAL 

 This is the major limitation. There is no 

nursery selling avocado plants. Of course, 

there are nurseries around Pune 

supplying grafted trees of avocado 

varieties. It is better to go for grafted 

plants as seedlings take 6-7 years to come 

into bearing under Himachal conditions.  

 

 

 

 Avocado (Persea Americana) is a unique 

fruit. 

 Its Pulp contains oil whose content may 

vary from 13 to 25 per cent depending 

upon the variety.  

 So, this fruit has also been called “butter 

fruit” as the pulp has a buttery texture. 

avocado is rich in vitamin A, B, C And E. 

 It has a digestibility coefficient of 93.8 per 

cent and is high in monosaturated fats. 

 Clinical feeding studies have shown that 

avocado oil can reduce blood cholesterol. 

so eating avocados is very good for health. 
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THE VARIETIES 

 There are not many varieties in avocado. 

The most popular ones are Hass and 

Fuerte. Fruits of these varieties are 

mostly available in the market. Hass 

fruits become purple on maturity and 

Fuerte green. Anyway, the choice of 

variety is not that important. However, it 

is always better to have more than one 

variety but one can also begin with one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. DRAGON FRUIT CULTIVATION 

PROJECT 

 The Himachal Pradesh Rural 

Development department has dovetailed 

the MNREGA scheme to boost farm 

income through cultivation of dragon 

fruit in the state and Una district has 

been chosen for implementing a pilot 

project. 

 The climatic conditions and soil in Una 

district are conducive for cultivation of 

dragon fruit. Besides, fig and guava can 

also be promoted as cash crops in the 

region. 

 There is the need for adequate and ready 

availability of fruit seedlings to the 

farmers and a nursery for propagation 

of exotic fruit species like dragon fruit 

and fig should be set up in Una district. 

 

INCENTIVES: 

 Dragon fruit can be one of the major cash 

crops in the region. Its cultivation will 

boost economy of the farmers. 

 For 100 per cent assistance for farm 

activity, maximum to a limit of Rs 1 lakh 

will be provided under MNREGA to 

farmers who intend to cultivate dragon 

fruit. 

HEALTH BENEFITS 

 In food, this fruit gives a sweet taste like 

strawberry and lychee. As delicious as 

this fruit is, it is equally healthy. Dragon 

fruit acts as a medicine in the human 

body. 

 Dragon fruit, rich in minerals potash, 

calcium, anti-oxidant and anti-aging 

elements, has a huge demand in the 

market. It sells very expensive. This fruit 

is a boon for heart patients. 

 Prime Dragon fruit cultivators of Una 

district are Reeva Sood and Mushtaq Ali. 

 It takes 40 days from flower to fruit in 

September to October. It also takes two 

months in the cold season. The average 

life of a dragon fruit plant is 25-30 years. 

In this case, the farmer has to invest only 

once. 

SUPPORT FROM HORTICULTURE 

DEPARTMENT 

 Horticulture Department gave the 

farmers drip irrigation system under the 

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana 
on 80 percent subsidy. Now to make their 

work easier, the department is also going 

to give 50 percent subsidy to them on the 

purchase of a power tiller. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Avocado:  The Only Fruit in the World 

Which has no Taste and Flavor. 

 Avocado: A Unique Fruit Pulp Contains 

Oil. 

 Digestibility Coefficient of 93.8%. 



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com 14 
 

 The officers of Horticulture Department 

also give technical advice from time to 

time. 

 The Department of Horticulture has given 

information about primary nutrition for 

the nutrition of dragon fruit plants and 

medicines like spray made from copper 

sulphate and lime solution to protect the 

plant from fungus. 

 Since the farmers of Himachal Pradesh 

have small land holdings, there was a 

need for diversification and cultivation 

of high yielding exotic crops to boost the 

farm income. 

 Cultivation of cinnamon has already 

been initiated in five districts of the 

state.  

 Asafoetida cultivation is also being 

promoted in those regions of the state 

where weather is conducive for the 

species. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-A IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

ON APPLE ECONOMY  

 The apple crop is sensitive, and in the last 

few years, environmental changes like 

inconsistent rainfall, decreased water 

availability from rivers, excessively 

high summer temperatures and early 

snowfall have been repeatedly affecting 

the yields. Even the taste, colour and 

shape of the apples are no longer what 

they used to be. 

 Apple prices vary according to the 

grade of the fruit, and declining quality – 

a downgrade from ‗A‘ to ‗B‘ or ‗C‘– had 

been adding to the pressure on his bottom 

line even before the snowstorm struck. 

 Government sources estimate that the 

early snowfall damaged on average 30% 

of the apple crop in 2021across the south-

central districts of Shopian, Pulwama, 

Kulgam and Anantnag. It was all the 

more galling as planting 2021 in this 

region had been high, much higher than 

in north Kashmir. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Dragon Fruit: Famous is Thailand, 

Vietnam, Israel and Sri Lanka. 

 It Can Grow in Aridand Semi-Arid 

Regions with Very Low Input Cost. 

 Excellent Fruit Cultivation in Less 

Rainfall Regions. 

 Fruit Plant is Treated as an 

Ornamental Plant as well as Fruit 

Producing Plant. 

 Low Maintenance and High 

Profitability of Dragon Fruits. 
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 Apple cultivation in India, around 25-

26 lakh metric tonnes (MT) annually, is 

restricted mainly to Jammu and 

Kashmir, which produces 78% of the 

total, and neighbouring Himachal 

Pradesh, which provides another 19%. 

(The states of Uttaranchal, Arunachal 

Pradesh and Nagaland contribute the 

rest.) 

 In Kashmir, the apple industry is the 

largest employment generator in the 

union territory, providing 400 man-days 

of work per year per hectare of orchard, 

employing 3.5 million people, and 

contributing to about 10% to its gross 

domestic product (GDP). Its rise has been 

remarkable—from 30,000 MT with 

16,000 hectares under cultivation in 

1960-61 to 19.85 lakh MT with 335,000 

hectares in 2020-21. Apples and walnuts 

dominate fruit production followed by 

pears, apricots, mangoes, cherries, plums, 

citrus fruits and almonds. Most apple 

growers are marginal farmers with lands 

ranging from three to 10 ‗kanals‘ (eight 

kanals make an acre). 

HIMACHAL‟S LOST SHINE 

 Production in Himachal Pradesh has 

also been adversely impacted. Here, 

apple cultivation has grown even more 

rapidly than in Kashmir, the area under 

use rising in the last 70 years from a mere 

400 hectares in 1950-51 to 114,144 

hectares in 2020-21, but the good times 

seem to be over. The golden year was 

2010-11 when the state reached a record 

apple production of 892,000 MT, which 

fell to 777,000 MT in 2015-16 and 

625,199 MT in 2020-21. 

 As in recent past years, in 2021-22 too, 

excessive rain during the flowering 

season and fluctuating heat in summer 

disrupted pollination and led to a spike in 

crop disease, lowering output. 

 Best quality apples grow in moderate to 

cool temperatures with a reasonable 

amount of rain, not too much. ―But for 

the last 10 years, it has been very heavy 

rain and uncertain ‗chilling hours‘ which 

have lowered quality.  

 Himachali apples are not what they used 

to be. They no longer have the shine and 

texture they were prized for earlier.  

 Prolonged rainfall during the flowering 

and fruit setting period, inadequate 

sunshine when the crop was ripening in 

May-June and an uncertain winter 

spell have all led to smaller yields and a 

drop in quality. 

CLIMATE OF WORRY 

 Scientists concur with apple growers. 

Abnormal climatic factors during 

flowering and fruit development have 

played a significant role in lowering 

apple productivity in the last four years. 

 Temperatures of 7 degrees C and below 

are effective in meeting the chilling 

requirements of temperate fruits 

including apples. These are not being met 

as the winters are no longer cold enough. 

There is not enough snowfall or rainfall 

when the apple trees need them most. 

However, other factors like spring frosts, 

hailstorms, summer droughts and 

unseasonal rain have also contributed 

to the poor flowering and low yields. 

 For optimal growth, apples require a 

narrow band of temperature through 

the year, at least 1,000-1,500 ‗chilling 

hours‘ (at or below 7 degrees C) in 

winter, and no more than 21-24 degrees C 

in summer.  

 In the Himalayan area, such a 

temperature range is only available 

1,500-2,700 metres (around 5,000-9,000 

ft) above sea level. However, the 

temperature also has to be moderate in 

April to allow the apple tree flowers to 
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properly bloom, before the fruit is ready 

for harvest from mid-September to the 

end of October. 

 Too much rain in April or extreme cold at 

the wrong time can badly affect the crop 

as well. Temperatures above 24 degrees 

C in the summer months of May to 

August can burn the apple‟s skin and 

invite pests like red mite or fungi like 

Alternaria, apart from various other 

scab-like growths, a sign of disease. 

Strong winds or hailstorms during the 

harvest season can also ravage the crop. 

 The last five years have seen excessive 

rain during the flower blooming period 

of April which disturbs the pollination 

cycle. If apple trees seem more disease 

prone now, it is because of the excess 

rain.  

 To check disease, apple trees are now 

sprayed with fungicide and pesticides 

much more often than before–15 times in 

a season against five times earlier. Some 

farmers in Himachal Pradesh have also 

been spraying sulphur dioxide around 

apple trees to reduce the impact of solar 

radiation. 

 The colour of apples is changing. 

Because around 10-20% of all apples are 

now being affected by sunburn as high 

temperatures break cells in the fruit‘s 

skin. The attractive deep red colour that 

Kashmiri apples were known for was due 

to the moderate to cool temperature 

during autumn, but now autumn remains 

too hot for that colour to develop. 

 To check if climate change is indeed at 

the root of the problem, there is the need 

to observe climate indicators for a 

specified period of time. Carbon dioxide 

in the air is one such indicator. In the last 

30 years, the carbon dioxide content of 

the atmosphere has risen from 300 ppm 

(parts per million) to 450 ppm. 

 The effects are also just the kind 

predicted by climate experts, including 

the press release at the conclusion of 

UN‟s Conference of Parties (COP) 26 

in Glasgow in October-November, 

2021. which warned of “climate change 

induced increase in temperatures, 

rainfall variation and the frequency 

and intensity of extreme weather 

events that are adding to pressures on 

global agricultural and food systems". 

It further noted that changing climate 

was also adding to resource problems 

such as water scarcity and soil 

degradation. 

TACKLING THE PROBLEM 

 Some apple growers have used shades to 

guard their trees against intense heat 

and frostbite during the flowering and 

fruit forming season, with varying 

success. 

 Others have sought to acquire land and 

plant apple trees at higher altitudes, 

where chilling hours are so far 

guaranteed, though it is not known for 

how long. A decade and a half ago, for 

instance, there were no apple trees in 

Himachal Pradesh‘s higher reaches, such 

as Lahaul and Spiti districts—today 

there are a sizeable number. However, 

some experts fear this could lead to 

permanent changes in transpiration 

patterns that would further encourage 

erratic weather patterns. But the bulk of 

farmers are clueless about what to do 

next. 

 The government authorities at both 

Jammu and Kashmir as well as Himachal 

Pradesh, however, have realized that 

with no quick solution to the climate 

crisis in sight, one way out could be for 

apple growers to employ more resilient 

varieties of apple plants. 

A hardier variety of „high density‟ (HD) 

apple has indeed been developed in Italy, 

and both the governments have been 
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importing these plants to sell to their 

farmers. The J&K authorities has set 

itself a target of 5,500 hectares of such 

plantation within the next five years. 

 To incentivize apple growers, it is 

offering a 50% subsidy on the 

purchase, with financial institutions 

providing another 40% in credit, so that 

the buyer needs initially invest only 10% 

of the cost. HD apple plants come 

equipped with protection like an anti-

hailstorm net and a water supply system 

to provide water externally, should the 

need arise. 

 So far, the HD variety has seen greater 

acceptance in Himachal Pradesh, where 

it can also be grown at lower altitudes of 

1,000-1,200 metres (3,800-4,500 ft) than 

the traditional apple trees. However, 

whether it is a durable alternative in 

Indian conditions still remains to be seen.  

 In Himachal, apple farmers in areas like 

Shimla, Mandi and Banjar are also 

increasingly turning to planting 

alternative fruit trees such as 

pomegranate, pear, kiwi and 

persimmon, which grow at the same or 

lower heights.  

 Some are also intercropping apples with 

vegetables or moving to flower 

cultivation in a big way. 

 No estimate of the financial losses 

suffered by either Jammu and Kashmir or 

Himachal due to wilting apple production 

has yet been carried out. But experts 

estimate that it is already considerable. 

 There is an urgent need for more 

research into the extent climate change 

is impacting both apple crop yield and 

quality, how it can be mitigated, and 

how such mitigation action can be 

effectively disseminated among apple 

farmers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-B HPMC EXPORTS FIVE UNIQUE 

VARIETIES OF APPLES TO 

BAHRAIN 

 Apples were showcased as part 

commencement of India‘s 75th 

independence day celebration. 

 In continuance with its thrust on 

promoting agricultural and processed 

food products exports to newer 

destinations, APEDA collaboration with 

Himachal Pradesh Horticultural Produce 

Marketing and Processing Corporation 

Ltd (HPMC) exported first consignment 

consisting of five unique varieties of 

apples – Royal Delicious, Dark Baron 

Gala, Scarlet Spur, Red Velox & Golden 

Delicious to Bahrain. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Environmental Changes. 

 Untimely Snowfall, Hailstorms 

and Storms. 

 Resources Problems such as 

Water Scarcity and Soil 

Degradation. 

 Increase in Temperatures. 

 

 Impact of Environmental Changes. 

 Loss of Shine and Texture in 

Himachal Apples. 

 Lowering Apple Productivity. 

 Role of Climate Indicators like 

Carbon Dioxide. 

 Acquiring Land and Planting 

Apple Trees at Higher 

Altitudes. 

 Planting Alternative Fruit 

Trees. 
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 The apples are sourced from the farmers 

of Himachal Pradesh and exported by 

APEDA registered DM Enterprises.  

 The apples were showcased at the apple 

promotion programme organized by 

leading retailer – Al Jajira group 

commencing on 15th August, 2021 which 

also commences 75th year of India‘s 

independence celebration on theme – 

Bharat Ki Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. 

 The apple promotion programme was 

organized for familiarising consumers in 

Bahrain about varieties of apples in India. 

4-C MARKET INTERVENTION 

SCHEME (MIS) 

The HPMC and Himfed have procured record 

amount of apple this season 2021 via Market 

Intervention Scheme (MIS) in over a decade.  

Nearly 70,000 MT was procured in 2021 by 

HPMC and Himfed. 

 In 2010, 1.10 lakh MT apples were 

procured through Market Intervention 

Scheme. 

 This is the maximum Himfed has 

procured in the last decade. In 2020, it 

had bought 18,000 MT.  

 The procurement spiked in 2021 as a 

large quantity of apple was rendered 

substandard due to hailstorms. 

 While the HPMC uses a portion of its 

procurement for making juices and jams, 

the rest is auctioned in Parwanoo. 

 Processing plants should be set up in 

apple-producing areas like Rohru, 

Kinnaur and Kotkhai. Consultants pay 

farmers Rs 9.50 per kg and then another 

Rs 2.75 per kg is spent to bring that apple 

to Parwanoo, where it is auctioned for Rs 

2.50 to Rs 3. Processing plants in apple-

producing areas will cut down some 

costs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-D NEED TO RAISE IMPORT DUTY 

ON APPLE 

Chief Minister has urged the Central Government 

to increase import duty on apple from 50 per cent 

to 100 per cent to protect Himachal growers. 

 Apple is the main horticultural crop of the 

state and a primary source of livelihood for a 

large population. However, due to a huge 

arrival of imported apple in the national 

market, the prices of Himachal apple have 

fallen sharply, leading to revenue loss to local 

horticulturists. 

 The import duty on apple should be increased 

and the crop should be excluded from the list 

of fruits and other commodities brought 

under the Open General Licence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 MIS: A Price Support Mechanism. 

 MIS: Protection from Disaster Sale. 

 Procurement of Perishable and 

Horticultural Commodities. 

 Need to Establish More Processing 

Plants. 
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5. GARLIC PRODUCTION 

 Garlic, a traditional crop of Himachal 

Pradesh's Sirmaur district, has turned 

out to be a cash crop in less than a decade 

to meet its growing demand both in 

domestic and international markets. 

 It is cultivated in 3,734 hectare in the 

district with an estimated annual 

production of 57,205 metric tonnes data. 

 The garlic is sown as the sole crop in 

Sirmaur that helps in supplementing the 

income of 5,360 small and marginal 

farmers. 

 More and more farmers are now opting 

for garlic cultivation owing to the 

favourable soil and climatic conditions 

and natural processing under the sunlight. 

The state is providing institutional 

support to encourage the farmers to go for 

garlic cultivation to boost their income. 

 Two garlic varieties -- GHC-1 and 

Agrifound Parvati -- both known for 

large sized cloves, are prominently sown 

in the district. The other cash crops in the 

district are capsicum, beans and ginger. 

 The long shelf-life, unique aroma and 

taste with high clove oil content have 

made the hill garlic a hit among the 

buyers in metropolitan cities. 

 Garlic is grown on a large scale in three 

blocks of the district -- Rajgarh, 

Pachhad and Sangrah, while in other 

three blocks, it is grown in small pockets. 

 The garlic crop has been identified under 

the centrally sponsored 'One District, 

One Product' scheme to promote the 

micro small and medium sector 

enterprises. 

 Garlic is cultivated in well drained sandy 

and silt loam soil rich in organic matter. It 

is cultivated in a varying degree of 

altitude, but the elevation of 1,200 metre 

above mean sea level is ideal. 

 It thrives in cool and moist climate for 

bulb development and vegetative growth, 

while for maturity the climate must be 

warm and dry. 

 Its sowing season is October to 

November, while the harvesting starts in 

April. 

 The government aims to strengthen the 

rural economy by increasing the 

cultivation areas with incentives like 

subsidy on garlic seed and organising 

awareness camps. 

 The farmers are selling the produce in 

local markets like Nahan, Solan and 

Dadhau towns. For quite some time, 

traders from Tamil Nadu, Karnataka 

and Kerala have also been directly 

purchasing the produce from growers. 

 As per the Agriculture Department, the 

cost of garlic cultivation is Rs 235,057 

per hectare and the net income of Rs 

988,943. 

 To boost its cultivation, the department is 

providing 50 per cent subsidy on garlic 

seed. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Strengthening the Prices of Apple 

in India. 

 Increase in Import Duty will be 

Perceived as a Positive 

Development for Domestic 

Growers. 

 Fruitful Revolution: Apple 

Economy has Grown from Rs 

3200 Crore in 2012 to Rs 4800 

Crore in 2020. 
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 The department aims to set up food 

processing units to develop Sirmaur as 

the centre of garlic cultivation in northern 

India. 

 Himachal Pradesh, emerging as the 

leading producer of off-season 

vegetables like peas, cabbage, 

cauliflower, tomato, capsicum and 

potato among the hill states, annually 

earns more than Rs 2,500 crore from the 

cultivation of vegetables. 

 According to the latest Economic Survey 

report, 16.56 lakh tonnes of off-season 

vegetables were produced in 2019-20, as 

against 17.22 lakh tonnes in 2018-19. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. HIGH ALTITUDE 'PURPLE 

ROOTTRIPE' VARIETY OF 

GARLIC 

During the Corona period, the high altitude 

'Purple Roottype' variety of garlic grown in the 

high mountainous areas of Kullu and Mandi 

made the farmers rich.  

 South India's 'Oye Desi' startup has 

procured 100 tonnes of garlic worth 10 

million directly from farmers of Kullu-

Mandi districts through agro-based 

Kullu conglomerate Facecorp India.  

 The company itself provided the packing 

material to the farmers and paid the 

produce into the bank accounts of the 

farmers.  

 This happened for the first time that 

farmers' garlic was sold at home and the 

price was also received in the form of 

digital payment at Rs 100 per kg. This is 

the best price of garlic ever. 

 Garlic was procured from 100 farmers of 

the area. Every year the farmers used to 

get the maximum price of garlic of 60 

rupees and the payment of the produce 

was also done for three months.  

 The demand for garlic of this variety is in 

South India, but this time due to the 

lockdown, the traders of the South could 

not reach here to buy garlic. This time not 

only did the farmers get additional 

income of 40 lakhs, but the payment was 

also done in cash. 

 Farmers bought seeds for pea crop by 

paying cash, so seed of Rs 205 per kg 

became available in the market for Rs 

125 at home. 200 farmers bought pea 

seeds and the farmers saved eighty rupees 

per kg. In this way farmers also saved 

twenty lakhs in seed purchase.  

 Facecorp India also made farmers aware 

for online transfer. Farmers came to know 

about the benefits of buying and selling 

products in groups for the first time. 

Facecorp India also signed an agreement 

to purchase peas from farmers. 

 The garlic of 'Purple Rootripe' variety of 

garlic grown in areas above 6000 feet 

height is purple in color. The 

environment plays an important role in 

determining its color. 

 On an average, one quintal of garlic is 

produced from ten kilograms of seeds. 

Farmers each save five to ten percent of 

their crop for seed. It is a nine month 

crop. Garlic is sown in September, while 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Strengthening of Rural Economy. 

 Institutional Support by the State 

Government. 

  Financial Incentive, 50% Subsidy 

on Garlic Seed. 

 Inclusion of Garlic under Centrally 

Sponsored 'One District, One 

Product' Scheme. 
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its crop is ready in May-June. The 60 mm 

size of its bleb is called the best size. It 

has 9 to 14 buds in one bleb. 

 The Bangalore-based 'Oye Desi' startup 

provides farm fresh green vegetables and 

dairy fresh milk to 5,000 families in 

South India.  

 Purple Rootripe' Garlic is more preferred 

in commercial cooking. Non-veg is 

made in South India, so there is a lot of 

consumption of this type of garlic. Oye 

Desi' startup is going to make available 

'Purple Rootripe' garlic for the first time 

to its customers. 

FOCUS ON PANGI AND BADA 

BHANGAL 

Facecorp India is going to conduct trials of 

cultivation of 'Purple Rootripe' garlic from 

farmers in Pangi tribal area of Chamba and 

Bada Bhangal area of Kangra, apart from 

Mandi and Kullu districts. Apart from 

providing seeds and other inputs to the farmers, 

the company will tie up with the farmers for the 

purchase of the produce. 

YOUNG FARMER GROWING GARLIC 

Youth are coming forward for employment 

generation through garlic cultivation. If the 

agriculture department of the state makes 

ground efforts for this, then garlic cultivation in 

the high altitude areas of the state can become a 

model of employment generation and 

sustainable livelihood. Garlic can become a 

factor of socio-economic change in these areas. 

Small machines are available in the market for 

sowing garlic, but in the high altitude areas of 

Kullu and Mandi, garlic is sown in a traditional 

way. There is no crop plan nor any nutrition 

management with the Agriculture Department for 

these areas.  

Due to no arrangement for crop harvesting, it is 

difficult to dry garlic during the rainy season. 

Garlic does not dry completely and tends to spoil 

during transportation. Similarly, there is no 

system of grading. On top of that, garlic is a 

spice, so 1.5 percent market tax has to be paid. 

GARLIC WILL NOW DRY IN POLYHOUSE 

Hundreds of families of Sainj, Banjar, Ani and 

Thunag are cultivating the garlic of this bariat. 

Facecorp India is going to make arrangements 

for the collection of farmers' produce along with 

providing modern agricultural equipment, other 

inputs related to farming and natural villages for 

advanced cultivation of garlic to the farmers here.  

It is going to arrange for drying garlic in the 

polyhouse from 2022 so that the crop is not 

ruined due to drying. 

GARLIC FOR APPLES 

The roots of apple trees are attacked by various 

types of insects and to protect apple trees from 

insects, gardeners have to spend huge amount on 

insecticides. Due to which, while the quality of 

the product is affected, on the other hand the cost 

of production also increases. Cultivation of garlic 

has been said to be a boon for apple orchards. If 

garlic is cultivated in apple orchards, then the 

smell of garlic works to drive away insects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7-A ORGANISED CULTIVATION OF 

CINNAMON 

 Cinnamon cultivation in Himachal 

Pradesh has been introduced by CSIR‟s 

Institute of Himalayan Bioresource 

Technology (IHBT) on a pilot basis. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Garlic: Popular Bulb crop. 

 Botanical Name of Garlic: “Allium 

Sativum”. 

 Garlic: Excellent Nutritional 

Values and Medicinal Properties. 
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 Organised Cinnamon cultivation in 

Himachal Pradesh was launched on 29 

September 2021, with State Agriculture 

Minister planting the first sapling in the 

Una district. 

 India imports 45,318 tonnes of 

Cinnamon annually from Sri Lanka, 

China, Indonesia, Vietnam, and Nepal.  

 Of the 45,318 tonnes of imports, 37, 166 

tonnes of Cinnamomum cassia (species 

banned in various countries) are imported 

by India from China, Vietnam, and 

Indonesia. 

 As much as 2000 hectares of the area was 

under Cinnamomum Verum cultivation in 

Kerala but was in an unorganized 

sector. 

 CSIR-IHBT introduces Dalchini 

(Cinnamomum verum) for the first time 

in Himachal State.  

SIGNIFICANCE: 

 If successful, the organized cultivation of 

cinnamon will be launched on a 

commercial scale which will further cut 

down India‘s import of cinnamon worth 

Rs. 909 crores per annum. 

 

KEY DETAILS ABOUT CINNAMON: 

 Cinnamon, most commonly known as 

Dalchini, is an evergreen bushy tree 

whose bark is primarily used as a spice. 

 In addition to its culinary uses in 

European and Asian recipes, cinnamon 

has critical applications in medicines as 

well as in boosting immunity. The true 

Cinnamon is derived from Cinnamomum 

Verum. 

 Cinnamomum Verum or True 

Cinnamon is grown mainly in Sri 

Lanka, while the minor producing 

countries include Madagascar, 

Seychelles, and India (unorganised 

sector). 

 Cinnamomum Cassia is yet another 

species that is used in place of true 

Cinnamon. However, it has high 

coumarin content which is not good for 

the health and the variety has been 

banned in the United States, European 

Union, and Ireland. 

 Even though the true Cinnamon is 

derived from Cinnamomum Verum, the 

majority of Cinnamon being sold in the 

market is derived from Cinnamomum 

Cassia. 

7-B  FIRST PILOT PROJECT FOR 

CINNAMON CULTIVATION  

Himachal Pradesh, with the cultivation of 

Cinnamomum Verum, has become the first 

state in India to have organized cultivation of 

Cinnamon. 

Himachal state government will encourage 

farmers in the lower areas to undertake 

commercial cultivation of cinnamon as a pilot 

project in Una district. 

The project will pave the way for its commercial 

cultivation even though some species of 

cinnamomum genus are growing naturally in the 

wild forests. Cinnamomum verum, also called 

sweet wood, thrives well as a forest tree at 300-

350 mts. 

 Una, Hamirpur, Bilaspur, Kangra and 

Sirmaur districts, having hot and humid 

climate with moderate temperature, are 

best suited for the cultivation. 

 600 to 700 saplings have been planted. A 

target has been fixed to distribute 40,000-

50,000 plants of cinnamon verum every 

year free of cost to farmers. 

 About 1,000 farmers will be trained for 

undertaking commercially cultivated 

high-yielding varieties like navashree, 

konkan tej, yercaud 1, and nithyashree 
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known for delicate aroma and spicy 

flavour. 

 The first sapling of cinnamon verum was 

planted at Kholin village in the Una 

district. The pilot project is being jointly 

implemented by the Agriculture 

Department and the Institute of 

Himalayan Bioresource Technology 

(IHBT) on a pilot basis in association 

with the ICAR‟s Indian Institute of 

Spice Research, Calicut, Kerala. 

 Around 200 hectares will be brought 

under the cinnamon cultivation in five 

years in Una, Hamirpur, Bilaspur, 

Kangra and Sirmaur districts having 

hot and humid climate with moderate 

temperature and rainfall of 1,750-3,500 

mm per annum. 

 A CSIR-IHBT team trained farmers on 

the cinnamon cultivation and established 

a cinnamon demonstration plot in Una. 

 There is a huge demand for it even from 

abroad as it is used in a big way in 

baking. Cinnamon is a versatile spice 

which can be added to any food item 

such as salads, confectionaries, 

beverages, soups, stews and sauces. 

Besides its culinary usage, it has 

important medicinal applications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. MEDICINAL FARMING 

In Himachal Pradesh‟s Una district, medicinal 

farming gets a big push with innovative use of 

MGNREGS. 

The barren patch of land, close to the fields of 

potatoes, was levelled and made fit for cultivation 

in June, 2021. Now Ashwagandha and Moringa 

plants are growing here. The farmers didn‘t 

spend a single penny on the levelling of the land, 

labour charges, procurement of seeds and 

plantation.  

Everything has been taken care of under the 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) as an 

initiative by the district administration to promote 

medicinal farming. 

 Medicinal farming is being done under 

MGNREGS at two places in Himachal: 

one under Behar Jaswan Panchayat in 

Una district and the other in Kangra 

district.  

 This is happening for the first time in 

the country. Earlier, cultivation of 

aromatic plants was done under 

MGNREGS in Sundargarh district of 

Odisha. 

 While wild animals damaged the 

Moringa plants twice or thrice, they did 

not destroy Ashwagandha plants at all. 

All the plants are chemical-free as 

kenchua khaad, a desi fertilizer is used. 

Less irrigation and less hard work — this 

is another benefit.  

 The soil here has more content of sand; 

it‘s sandy loam. Water availability is a 

perennial problem. In such a situation, 

medicinal plants are a good option 

because they can bloom even in rainfed 

conditions. Moreover, they can survive 

the menace of monkeys and wild animals. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Organised Cinnamon Cultivation 

in Himachal Pradesh. (29th 

Sep,2021). 

 Identification of the Potential 

Areas for Cultivation of 

Cinnamon. 

 Cutting Down India‟s Import of 

Cinnamon Worth Rs 909 Crores 

Per Annum. 
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 The district administration held 

workshops, spoke to farmers individually 

and convinced them to go in for 

diversification of crops. It also 

organised their interaction with experts 

and their visit to a nursery. The Covid 

period did its bit to highlight the 

importance of medicinal plants.  

 The 21 farmers have started with inter-

cropping of Ashwagandha and 

Moringa.  

 They were distributed a total of 77,400 

saplings — 62,950 of Ashwagandha and 

14,450 of Moringa — under the 

Sanjeevani project of the district 

administration running at two villages of 

Behar Jaswan Panchayat. 

FINANCIAL AID 

 Each farmer was entitled to an aid of Rs 1 

lakh — 60% for labour and 40% for 

material — under MGNREGS.  

 The amount varied from farmer to farmer 

depending on the size of the land chosen 

for cultivation. A total expenditure of Rs. 

14,33,365 has been incurred so far. 

 Usually, focus under MGNREGS is to 

generate wage employment. But here 

effort has been to generate future source 

of income. 

OUTCOMES 

 Due to this project, Behar Jaswan 

Panchayat has generated 104 per cent 

more persondays than last year.  

 There is an AYUSH scheme which gives 

subsidy on medicinal plantation but it is 

for only six notified plants in Una 

district, whereas district administration 

cover plantation material, land 

development cost, wages to farmers, 
and all medicinal plants under 

MGNREGS.‖ 

FUTURE PLANS 

 The administration is moving into the 

direction of value addition and will do 

―handholding of the farmer‖. It will bring 

them under National Rural Livelihood 

Mission and provide them more financial 

benefits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. NATIONAL RESEARCH 

CENTER FOR MUSHROOM 

(NRCM) 

 Mushrooms' waste can prepare organic 

manure and can be used by farmers and 

gardeners.  

 Experts of National Mushroom 

Research Center Solan have described 

mushroom wastes as best for agriculture 

and horticulture. 

 The experts of Directorate of 

Mushroom Research (DMR) says that 

there is abundant amount of nitrogen, 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Push to Medicinal Farming in 

Una and Kangra Districts. 

 Promotion of Cultivation and 

Conservation of Medicinal 

Plants. 

 Providing Financial Assistance 

Through National Ayush 

Mission. 

 Establishment of Regional-Cum- 

Facilitation Centre of the 

Northern Region at the 

Research Institute in Indian 

System of Medicine in Joginder 

Nagar, Mandi. 
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phosphorus and potassium in mushroom 

waste and it makes the soil fertile.  

 For preparing the manure, dig a pit in a 

clean area, leave the mushrooms waste in 

that pit for 8-16 months to rot well and 

then it can be used as a manure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. WALNUT FARMING: 

HIMACHAL PRADESH AS 

WALNUT KING 

 It took only thirty years for California of 

America to become the 'Walnut King', 

while Himachal Pradesh has hundreds 

of such walnut trees whose age is 

between four and five hundred years. 

 For centuries, this giant tree has been 

giving fruit. The climate of California is 

the best season for walnut cultivation in 

the world. 

 The climate of a large part of Himachal 

Pradesh is also similar to that of 

California. California's magic is going 

on in the commercial production of 

walnuts and America is on top in 

exporting walnuts.  

 Farmers of Himachal Pradesh- 

Gardeners know how to do walnut 

horticulture before America, yet 

commercial cultivation of walnuts in 

Himachal Pradesh is still in its infancy.  

 Horticulturalists say that if serious 

efforts had been made on the ground for 

the cultivation of walnuts in Himachal 

Pradesh, then walnuts would have 

contributed equally to the state's 

economy as compared to apples. 

 India, which is dependent on eighty 

percent imports for domestic walnut 

needs, has so far not developed any 

modern nursery of high quality walnut 

plants. There are no good varieties of 

walnut plants in the country. On the one 

hand, there is a shortage of improved 

plants and on the other hand, 75 percent 

subsidy to the farmers on import of the 

best varieties of walnuts from abroad has 

stopped since seven years ago.  

 The point of indifference about the 

cultivation of walnuts is that there is no 

center of excellence to encourage the 

cultivation of walnuts and nuts. 

 The truth is not hidden from anyone that 

the role of our research institutes in 

developing the best varieties of walnuts 

has been lackluster.  

CATCHWORDS: 

 Mushrooms: Popular for their 

Delicacy, Flavor as well as Food 

Value. 

 Mushroom: Important 

Component for Agricultural 

Diversification. 

 Mandate of NRCM: To carry 

out Research, Training and 

Extension on all Aspects of 

Mushrooms. 

 Mushroom Compost 

Production. 

 Recycling of Agriculture 

Waste. 
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 The responsibility of the Central 

Institute of Temperate Horticulture 

(CITH) Srinagar is to develop new 

varieties of walnuts for the country. 

Every year only three to five thousand 

walnut plants are prepared here. More 

than this consumption of plants is in 

Kashmir alone.  

 The Shimla Center of the Indian 

Agricultural Research Institute has 

claimed to have developed a variety 

'Pusa Khod', which will start bearing 

fruit in four years, but is yet to start large-

scale plant production. The efforts of the 

Department of Fruit Sciences of Dr. YS 

Parmar University of Horticulture and 

Forestry, Nauni are still in the initial 

stage. 

 Need to learn from France and 

America 

 France is the leading country in the 

field of walnut production and its 

research and development and America 

is the new king of walnut export.  

 French and American walnut trees are 

small and begin to bear fruit in three 

years.  

 The climate of Himachal Pradesh is 

suitable for walnut cultivation. The 

gardeners here are in need of new better 

varieties of plants, which can give early 

fruits. 

WALNUTS CAN CHANGE THE 

ECONOMY 

 Walnut farming can become a means of 

employment and sustainable livelihood 

for the farmers of the Himalayan region. 

There is immense potential for walnut 

cultivation, especially in Himachal 

Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Arunachal 

Pradesh.  

 Serious efforts need to be made in the 

direction of walnut horticulture. Walnut 

cultivation could change the face of 

mountain economy. 

FOCUS ON QUALITY PLANTING 

MATERIAL 

 According to National Medical Plant 

Board's Regional and Accessibility 

Center, North India, Jogendranagar, 

the annual production of walnut in 

Himachal Pradesh is 1700 metric tonnes.  

 Walnut is being grown in many parts of 

Kullu, Mandi, Kangra and Chamba. 

There are many such plants in the state, 

whose age is more than four hundred 

years.  

 The National Medical Plant Board has 

taken steps in the direction of providing 

high quality planting material of walnuts 

to the farmers of the state. The study of 

centuries-old walnut trees is also part of 

the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. HERBS FARMING IN HIMACHAL 

PRADESH 

Himachal State with its suitable soil and 

weather is emerging as a hub of medicinal and 

aromatic plants. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Himachal State Having Suitable 

Agro-Climatic Conditions for 

Walnut Farming. 

 Identification of Problems and 

Prospects of Growing Walnuts. 

 Development of Production and 

Post Harvest Technologies. 

 Revival of Walnut Industry with 

Export Potential. 
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 Experts from the Department of Forest 

Products, Dr YS Parmar University of 

Horticulture and Forestry, Nauni 

(Solan), are getting repeated queries 

about cultivation of various medicinal 

plants. The university is providing these 

farmers with technical knowhow as well 

as quality plant material. 

 The teething troubles that have emerged 

for this nascent industry are the lack of 

marketing avenues and supply-chain 

problems for medicinal and aromatic 

plants. There is no specific market 

available for the sale of medicinal and 

aromatic plants in Himachal and even in 

the country. These specific products 

usually only have a market where the 

industries are based. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUCCESS STORIES 

 Reeva Sood, 62, a Himachali based in 

Delhi, has been running an NGO for 

nearly 32 years, working on projects in 

several states for women empowerment 

and sustainable livelihood.  

 In a land lying barren for 50 years, she 

sowed dragon fruit, moringa, 

ashwagandha, sarpagandha and black 

wheat on about 10 acres in Behar Jaswan 

village, Amb, Una district.  

 In five years she has got two crops of 

sarpagandha, three crops of black 

wheat, plus crops of dragon fruit, 

ashwagandha, moringa, etc. Not just 

crops or mature products, she has also 

been supplying saplings of these medicinal 

crops to the Government Institute of 

Indian System of Medicine and 

Research, Jogindernagar. 

 She has also started a self-help group of 

300 women farmers and is training and 

helping them in various legal aspects for 

getting them registered as 

farmers/cultivators.  

 Reeva is not the only one who has realised 

the potential of Himachal‟s rich soil 

potential for growing herbs, fruits, 

flowers and other alternative crops such 

as sandalwood, heeng, aloe vera, etc.  

 



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com 28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 But these passionate growers are not 

easily deterred, as many are in direct 

contact with herbal industries and 

wholesale suppliers. Several farmers 

approach the local pharmacies, industries 

and shops for selling the produce but are 

often disappointed at the lack of a good 

market rate. Some farmers have quit 

cultivation at a very early stage. 

 However, the presence of a large number 

of FMCG and pharmaceutical 

companies can be used to their advantage 

by the farmers. Farmer clusters can 

establish direct contact with these 

industries to supply planting material. 

 Also, most growers are working 

individually and not as cooperatives. 

That also affects their bargaining power. 

The cooperatives can attract bigger 

players to purchase from the fields and 

collectively take their products to the 

bigger markets located in Delhi and 

Amritsar.  

 The farmers can also launch their own 

products under the technical guidance of 

the university and market these through 

various e-commerce platforms or even 

through their own brand websites. 

SELF-HELP INITIATIVES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Himachal has been seeing a spurt in 

herb cultivation in recent years also 

due to the state government‟s policies 

to promote the conservation of 

medicinal plants. It also provides 

financial assistance to farmers in 

different agro-climatic zones for 

cultivation of medicinal plants under the 

National Ayush Mission. 

 However, though most farmers appreciate 

this initative, they also express 

disappointment that the trade of these 

medicinal herbs in the state is highly 

unorganised. Most small growers are 

forced to sell their produce to the 

middlemen at throwaway prices. 

 

 Balram, 37, an enterprising farmer 

operating near Shillai, has found a market 

for his ashwagandha crop as far away as 

Jaipur and Jodhpur, all on his own. He 

has been cultivating ashwagandha, known 

for imparting vitality and vigour, for at 

least 10 years now and also motivates 

others to grow the herb, which is in high 

demand for its medicinal values, and also 

facilitates its marketing. 

 Earlier, he had been cultivating garlic, 

ginger and other traditional crops for 

years but wasn‘t happy with the returns. A 

decade back, Balram switched to the 

cultivation of these medicinal crops. With 

minimal water requirement or fear of wild 

animals destroying the yield, these crops 

have proved to be a boon for land rendered 

unfit for cultivation. A large number of 

people who would leave their land untilled 

and were pursuing other professional 

ventures, are now growing these crops. 

 

 In Nahan, Sirmaur, shopowner Rajesh 

Bansal, 53, not satisfied with his usual 

business, ventured into aloe vera and 

sandalwood cultivation.  

 In 2015-16, he decided to start 

sandalwood cultivation and began by 

planting just four plants, secured from 

Sunni in Shimla district. The promising 

results motivated him to plant 200 

saplings of white sandalwood initially and 

later 10,000 more on his nearly 33-acre 

farm.  

 What has proved to be a boon to his 

venture is the presence of several 

ayurveda medicine manufacturing 

industries in the Kala Amb and Paonta 

Sahib industrial clusters, which readily 

purchase his produce. 
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 Selling the produce outside the state can 

fetch remunerative prices in the herbal 

markets situated in Amritsar or Khari 

Baoli (Delhi), but the process involved is 

unaffordable for small 

cultivators/growers due to the high cost 

of transportation and legal implications 

during the transit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Most of these farmers are growing tulsi 

in their small farms of 1 to 5 kanals. Not 

all are successful, but 30 to 40 of these 

farmers have started earning Rs25,000 to 

Rs30,000 per kanal.  

 Many others are also growing white 

museli and sarpagandha. 

 Marketing remains a huge issue, Many 

times the companies invited to purchase 

our crops barely offer Rs20 to Rs30 per 

kg of tulsi leaves. However, due to 

farmers own efforts, they have been able 

to sell these leaves for Rs300 to Rs400 

per kg. A group of ayurvedic doctors 

from Kerala have taken  samples of tulsi 

leaves from the area and got these tested. 

The nutrient and medicinal value was 

very high. They are now offering Rs1,500 

per kg for the tulsi leaves because the 

crop grown by farmers in the 

Jwalamukhi areas is organic and 

grown through natural farming. 

 

 It would be better if the government itself 

approaches the farmers who are trying to 

bring in change and are taking up natural 

or organic farming in the state. When 

farmers go and approach the authorities, 

it slows down the process. 

CHALLENGES AND WAY FORWARD 

 There are many traditional farmers in 

Himachal who are disheartened and 

disenchanted by the lack of returns, 

besides a slew of other dissuading factors 

like destruction of crops by monkeys, 

wild boars, etc. Hesitant entrants into 

herb cultivation, they wonder if it would 

help supplement their income. 

 Besides marketing and distribution, 

there are other problems such as the 

lack of quality seeds, and the hassles in 

seeking licences from various 

departments for setting up processing 

units. 

 Lack of quality planting material 
affects the yield. 

 However, this innovative grower of tulsi, 

ashwagandha, amla, harer, baheda and 

nirgundi is determined. Having 

ventured into this field in 2018, Deepak 

says it is the prospect of better returns 

that lured him to herb farming and will 

make him stick to it despite these initial 

issues. A tulsi crop on 1 bigha fetches 25-

quintal crop, which gets Rs6,000 per 

quintal in the market, while paddy barely 

fetches Rs2,000 per quintal. 

 Despite initial roadblocks, however, most 

growers are grateful for the recent 

initiative by various district 

administrations such as Kangra, Una 

and Dharamsala, offering to provide 

labour for cultivation of herbs through 
the rural job guarantee scheme. ―If the 

labour component is provided through 

MNREGA, it would definitely help 

motivate more farmers towards growing 

herbs. 

 Sixty two-year-old Vijay Rana 

Dhanot, a Jwalamukhi-based 

ayurvedic doctor, has been growing 

black tulsi for the past six to seven 

years. This doctor-turned farmer has 

also been motivating other farmers to 

join his passionate cause. Due to his 

efforts, supplemented by the help of a 

local organisation, today about 300 

farmers in Jwalamukhi and Dehra 

areas of Kangra district have taken 

to growing black tulsi and other 

varieties of the herb. 
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GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES 

 Clusters of farmers have been 

prepared for availing the financial 

benefits and a farmer cluster can 

comprise three adjoining villages within 

15-km radius and it must have at least 2 

hectares of land. 

 Mortgaged land can also be used for the 

cultivation of medicinal plants. 

 Government has established herbal 

gardens at: 

 Jogindernagar in Mandi.  

 Neri in Hamirpur.  

 Rohru in Shimla . 

 Jungle Jhalera in Bilaspur to 

promote production of medicinal 

plants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 

 

 

 

12. FIRST FLOWER MARKET  

 The first flower market in the state at 

Parwanoo would help double farmers‘ 

income. 

 Ten shops have been set up in the first 

phase and over 100 shops will be set up 

in the next phase, on which Rs 22 crore 

will be incurred. 

 The mandi has been built at a cost of Rs 

2.50 crore at Parwanoo.  

 Agriculture and horticulture are the 

mainstays of the state‘s economy on 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Medicinal and Aromatic Plants are 

Critical to Himachal Pradesh‟s 

Rural Economy. 

 Need for Sustainable Extraction. 

 Development of Herbal Gardens. 

 Need for Commercial Cultivation of 

Herbs. 

 Preparation of a Roadmap for 

Large-Scale Cultivation of 

Medicinal Plants. 

 Adoption of Multipronged Strategy: 

 Conserving the Endangered 

Species. 

 Propagating and Promoting their 

Cultivation. 

 Checking Illegal Flow of Herbal 

Material out of the State. 

HERB CULTIVATION PUSH 

 Heeng cultivation has been initiated in 

Lahaul-Spiti. Over 33,000 plants have 

been supplied to the Agriculture 

Department in 69 locations. 

 Saffron cultivation is being promoted in 

25 locations in Kinnaur, Mandi, Chamba, 

Kangra, Kullu and Lahaul-Spiti. So far, 

6,859-kg corms or saplings have been 

supplied. 

 Cinnamon is another high-value spice 

suited for cultivation in lower hills and 

has been initiated in Una, under the aegis 

of CSIR‘s aroma mission programme, by 

the Institute of Himalayan Bioresource 

Technology, Palampur. 

 Aromatic crops such as wild marigold, 

chamomile, damask rose, Indian valerian, 

lavender, rosemary, lemongrass and 

palmarosa are being cultivated on 1,691 

hectares. 
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which 70 per cent of the state‘s 

population is dependent.  

 Agriculture as well as its allied sectors 

contribute nearly 13.62 per cent to the 

state‘s gross domestic produce.  

 As much as 90 per cent of the state‘s 

population reside in villages. 

 Himachal contributed nearly 25 per cent 

to Delhi markets.  

 The second such mandi would be opened 

at Una and a sum of Rs 260 crore was 

being incurred on opening new sabzi 

mandis and maintenance. 

 A digital sabzi mandi spread over 250 

bigha was also being planned for Solan. 

 The work to construct an apple mandi at 

Parwanoo at a cost of Rs 30 crore was in 

an advance stage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13. TRAINING-CUM-AWARENESS  

PROGRAMMES FOR APICULTURE 

 Two training – cum – awarenesss 

programmes were conducted in Himachal 

Pradesh by the CSIR-IHBT, Palampur, in 

collaboration with the ICICI foundation, 

Mumbai.  

 43 farmers were a part of the first 

programme – „Integration of Apiculture 

in Floriculture And Aromatic Crops‟ 
which was held at Shegli and Tihri 

villages in Mandi district.  

 53 farmers were present in the second 

programme that concluded at Samoh and 

Vijaypur villages of Bilaspur district.  

 Farmers were taught various aspects of 

modern beekeeping.  

 Farmers were told to combine apiculture 

in floriculture, aromatic and fruit crops 

rich in nectar for pollination, higher 

production and additional income. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 CSIR Floriculture Mission. 

 Providing Employment to a Large 

Number of People Through 

Nursery Raising, Floricultural 

Farming. 

 Entrepreneurship Development 

for Nursery Trade, Value Addition 

and Export. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Importance of Bee Keeping: 

 For the Growth of Honey 

Production. 

 For the Biological and Economic 

Role Played by the Bees. 

 Mukhya Mantri Madhu Vikas 

Yojana 
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14. STUDENT READY-„RURAL 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

AWARENESS DEVELOPMENT 

YOJANA‟ 

The State as well as Central governments has 

been promoting cold storage and food 

processing industries in a big way but those 

running these units are not able to find employees 

with the right skill sets to operate them. 

 These units operate under difficult 

technicalities in a controlled environment 

and need highly skilled staff. 

 The Indian Council of Agricultural 

Research's (ICAR) 'Student READY- 

Rural Entrepreneurship Awareness 

Development Yojana,' an eight-week 

program for horticultural science 

students, may soon bridge this gap while 

assisting students in becoming industry-

ready.  

 The program is now being attended by 

BSc (Horticulture) final year students 

from the College of Horticulture at 

Mojerla in Wanaparthy, which is 

connected with Konda Laxman 

Telangana State Horticultural 

University.  

 By being attached to industries in and 

around Hyderabad, they are learning the 

complexity of fruit processing, cold 

storage solutions, and value-addition. 

 The students are receiving training at 

Coldspace Agrotech India Private 

Limited, where they are learning about 

preserving fruits such as apples, dates, 

kiwi, custard apple, apple ber, mangoes, 

pomegranate, and banana ripening.  

Across the country, there are 5,300 cold storage 

units. The majority of the storage facilities in the 

country are utilized to preserve potatoes, while 

other horticulture crops rot and perish.  

Due to lack of knowledge and technical know-

how, coupled with high cost of establishment and 

operation, the already established cold storage 

units do not reach their optimum utilization 

levels.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15. PROMOTION OF HPMC 

PRODUCTS 

 The HP Horticulture Produce Marketing 

and Processing Corporation (HPMC) 

products like juices, jams, pickles and 

wines could soon be available at Delhi 

Metro stations.  

 It is in talks with Delhi Metro Rail 

Corporation for showcasing and selling 

HPMC products at its 248 Metro stations. 

The discussions with the Delhi Metro 

Rail Corporation are part of the HPMC‘s 

larger plan to find a bigger market for its 

products, both within and outside the 

state. 

 The HPMC has already signed an MoU 

with Haryana Agro Industries 

Corporation, which will allow HPMC to 

sell its products at select stores of the 

corporation in Haryana.  

 Also, the HPMC is in touch with big 

buyers like Parle and FIL Industries. 

 Besides, the HPMC also participated in 

the first Vinexpo India held in New 

Delhi from December 9-11.  

CATCHWORDS: 

 Bridging the Gap of Skilled 

Manpower. 

 Learning the Complexity of Fruit 

Processing, Cold Storage Solutions 

and Value Additions.  

 For Himachal State Suggestion. 

 

https://krishijagran.com/agriculture-world/why-custard-apple-growers-in-andhra-pradesh-facing-losses-despite-good-yield/
https://krishijagran.com/agriculture-world/this-year-horticulture-crops-production-is-going-to-be-record-breaking-for-india/
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 It‘s the first of its kind initiative in the 

country and the HPMC will participate in 

a big way to find market for the wines it 

produces.  

 The HPMC produces nine types of 

wines, and a total of one lakh litre per 

annum.  

 With the processing plants at Parala and 

Jarol coming up, the quantity will more 

than double and the HPMC will need to 

find a market outside the state for its 

consumption. 

 The HPMC is also considering putting in 

efforts to boost the sale of its products 

within the state too.  

 The tourism department has been 

approached for selling the HPMC 

products from its properties. 

 Besides, the corporation is building a 

flagship store for its products in 

Parwanoo.  

 A shopping complex has been developed 

in Jarol, near Sundernagar, with the 

help of the tourism department. Apart 

from having HPMC products, it will have 

an eatery too to perk up highway tourism. 

 In the Board of Directors meeting of the 

corporation, a decision was taken to 

develop and revamp the HPMC‘s 

properties in Kolkata, Kundli, Chennai 

and Bombay.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16. WORLD BANK-FUNDED 

HORTICULTURE 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

 The Horticulture Department will import 

over 5 lakh plants under the World 

Bank-funded Horticulture 

Development Programme. (HPHDP). 

 The total consignment will comprise 

around four lakh apple plants (varieties 

and rootstocks) and 1.5 lakh other 

temperate fruit plants like berries, 

walnuts etc. 

 In 2021, it brought planting material from 

the US and Siberia. A horticulture team 

visited the nurseries in these two 

countries to place the order.  

 It‘s for the first time that plants would be 

imported from Siberia.  

 In 2020, around nine lakh plants were 

imported from the USA. Prior to that, the 

department had imported the material 

from Italy, which had recorded a very 

high mortality rate in the post entry 

quarantine facilities.  

CATCHWORDS: 

 Mandate of HPMC: 

 To Provide Post Harvest Facilities 

to the Fruit Growers of the State. 

 Marketing of Fresh Fruits. 

 Processing of All Types of Surplus 

Fruits. 

 To Provide Supplies of 

Horticultural Inputs and Tools. 
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 The survival rate of the material imported 

in 2020 has been pretty high at over 95 

per cent. 

 It‘s the last time the planting material will 

be imported under the World Bank 

project, which is coming to an end in 

2023.  

 The Horticulture Department has around 

15 lakh rootstocks at its Progency cum 

Demonstration Orchards (PCDOs). 

 It has been propagating rootstocks over 

the last few years and now has enough 

quantity to start selling from 2022.  

 This will be sold at much lesser price 

than the imported plants are given to the 

growers at the moment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17. 37TH FOUNDATION DAY OF 

DR. Y.S. PARMAR UNIVERSITY 

 Chief Minister addressed 37th 

Foundation Day of Dr. Y.S. Parmar 

University.  

 Himachal Pradesh has made splendid 

progress in the field of horticulture as it 

has emerged as a potential factor to boost 

the agriculture economy.  

 Horticulture account for about 33% of 

agricultural production and annual 

business of apple alone was more than Rs 

5000 crore.  

 Institutions like the Dr. Y.S. Parmar 

University help in developing latest 

knowledge and technology so that it 

reaches the farming community.  

 First Chief Minister and founder of 

Himachal Pradesh Dr. Y.S. Parmar 
was also remembered, who envisioned to 

set up a Horticulture University in the 

State.  

 The University has been ranked „A‟ 

grade in Atal Innovation Ranking 
released by the Union Ministry of 

Education and also ranked 11th in the 

ranking of Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research affiliated 

Agricultural University.  

 The State Government has also 

constituted a Task Force to successfully 

implement the historic New Education 

Policy, 2020.  

 Horticulture and tourism should be 

combined together, to establish agro-

horticulture based eco-tourism model by 

the University.  

 The scientists of the University should 

also work towards the food processing.  

 Over 80 projects funded by various 

funding institutions were currently 

CATCHWORDS: 

 HPHDP:  Supporting Small 

Farmers and Agro- 

Entrepreneurs. 

 AIM: To Increase Productivity, 

Quality and Marked Access. 

Components: 

 Horticulture Production and 

Diversification. 

 Value Addition and Agro-

Enterprise Development. 

 Market Development. 

 Project Management. 
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underway in the University and during 

the last one year (2020) the University 

has succeeded in getting 18 new projects 

worth Rs 7.45 crores. 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS:- 

 Mandate of University: Education, 

Research and Extension in 

Horticulture and Forestry. 

 80th in the National Institutional 

Ranking Framework (NIRF), 2019. 

 Established on 1st December, 1985. 
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III  TOURISM SECTOR 

 

1. TOURISM CONCLAVE-2021 

A two-day Tourism Conclave-2021 on 

“Roadmap for developing tourism in 

Himachal Pradesh”, was organised by the 

Institute of Vocational Studies (IVS-Tourism), 

Himachal Pradesh University (HPU).  

 During the conclave, it came to light that 

construction activities were going on and 

investment was witnessed in the tourism 

sector even during the pandemic, as a 

segment of people, who lost their jobs, 

became entrepreneurs and tourism is a 

promising venture in the state. 

 The objective of the conclave was to find 

solutions to bring Himachal on the list 

of top 10 tourism destinations.  

The four sub-themes of the conclave included: 

 Envisioning tourism after Covid. 

 Enhancing private sector investment 

for infrastructure building. 

 Taking tourism to rural areas.  

 Establishing Himachal as a destination 

brand. 

During the conclave, government officials, travel 

agents and tour operators, adventure tourism 

enthusiasts, home stay owners, hoteliers, 

academicians and other subject matter experts 

highlighted the current situation of the tourism 

industry and the immediate future with the new 

normal. 

It was found that the programmes of the 

government were not aggressively published to 

reach the target audience. 

 Single window system started by the state 

government had added another hurdle and 

it was like a ‘Hawa Mahal’, which 

opened 100 windows together. 

 A few others opined that the promotion of 

tourism was invisible and stressed the 

need for strong political, administrative 

and academic leadership to pursue 

product identification, marketing and 

tourism promotion as a mission. 

 Rural tourism was another dimension 

that could be provided to tourists but the 

identity of villages, their culture, heritage 

and nature should not be affected. 

Innocence of rural people is what attracts 

tourists and efforts should be made not to 

convert villages to semi-urban areas. 

 With the best resources, in respect to 

wellness, pilgrimage, adventure, sports 

and nature, Himachal Pradesh had not 

been able to tap international tourists, as 

compared to some other states.  

 A large number of investors had agreed to 

put money in the tourism sector during 

the investors meet in 2019 and the 

government should check the current 

status of such projects and help them in 

speedy approvals. 

 The report, with productive suggestions 

and recommendations, would be 

submitted to the government for 

formulation of future tourism 

development policies. 
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2. MANALI TOURISM CONCLAVE 

EVENT 

Himachal Government is committed to make 

Himachal Pradesh a most favoured tourist 

destination of the country by strengthening 

tourism infrastructure and providing world 

class facilities to the tourists.  

 Tourism industry was the most adversely 

affected sector during Corona pandemic.  

 The main aim of the government during 

the pandemic was survival of the industry 

and now focus has been laid on revival of 

the tourism sector.  

 

 Tourism sector accounts of 7.3 per cent 

of the total State’s GDP. It is not only 

providing direct and indirect employment 

to local youth but is also a major sector 

for providing self employment 

opportunities to the youth.           

 The State Government has launched a 

new and innovative scheme 'Nai 

Raahein Nai Manzilein ' to promote 

lesser known tourist destinations.  

 An amount of Rs. 200 crore have been 

sanctioned under this scheme during the 

last about four years.  ‘ 

 Under this scheme, Billing in Kangra 

district was being developed as a 

paragliding and adventure sports 

destination, Chanshal in Shimla 

district as Winter sports destination, 

Jhenjehli in Mandi district at Eco 

tourism destination and Pong Dam in 

Kangra district at water sports 
destination.  

 The State Government has also succeeded 

to get sanctioned a Rs. 2095 crore ADB 

Tourism project for the State. Process of 

preparing DPRs for projects worth Rs 

700 crore was under way.  

 Shiv Dham was being developed in 

Mandi district which would be an added 

attraction for the tourists visiting the 

State. 

 The State was endeavouring to 

strengthen air connectivity in the State.  

 Efforts were on to construct greenfield 

airport at Nagchala in Mandi district.  

 The Finance Commission has also 

recommended Rs 1000 crore for this 

airport which would not only add wings 

to tourism development in the State but 

also was important from strategic point 

on view. 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Constructions Still on, those 

Who Lost Jobs Becoming 

Entrepreneurs. 

 Government Programmes Not 

Reaching Public, Single Window 

System Not Helping Either. 

 Strong Political, Administrative 

and Academic Leadership 

Needed to Market State and to 

Promote Tourism, Especially 

that of Rural Areas. 

 State Has Failed to Tap into its 

Potential to Attract 

International Tourists. 
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3. INTERNATIONAL FILM 

FESTIVAL IN SHIMLA 

The 7th International Film Festival of Shimla 

commenced with the screening of „Eva‟, a 

Malayalam short film directed by Sohan Lal. 

 The festival was inaugurated by VS 

Kundu, Additional Chief Secretary, 

Haryana, who is former Director General, 

Films Division, and Dr Pankaj Lalit, 

Director, Language, Art and Culture 

Department. A parallel screening of the 

film festival was held at the Model 

Central Jail, Kanda, which was 

inaugurated by Jaigopal Lodhta, SP Jails. 

 A total of eight films were screened, 

including ‘Ziro Kilometers’ by Shamas 

Nawab Siddiqui, and ‘Sumitra Bhave- A 

Parallel Journey’ by Dr Santosh Pathare, 

„Hatti, We exist‟ by Vivek Tiwari and 

‘Breaking The Ice’ by Dr Devkanya 

Thakur. 

 Films by Himachali film makers were 

also screened and appreciated by the 

audience. An Iranian film, ‘12 o’ clock’ 

by Sajad Soleymani, also got a good 

response. 

 The three-day film festival showcased 58 

films. More than 35 national as well as 

international film makers attended the 

event, organised by the Himalayan 

Velocity, in association with the 

Language, Art and Culture 

Department and the state government.  

 The festival would also give budding 

artistes an opportunity to interact with 

film directors. 

'HATTI WE EXIST' 

 The documentary 'Hatti We Exist', 

made in the Hati community of Giripar 

area of Sirmaur, was screened at the 7th 

edition of the Screening International 

Film Festival of Shimla.  

 As yet, this film has been screened in 

many cities and countries including Paris, 

Dubai, Kolkata, Tamil Nadu, Kerala.  

 It has also won the title of Best 

Documentary in France, Dubai, 

Kolkata, Mumbai, Indo Singapore Film 

Festival. 

 58 films from different countries have 

been shortlisted for this festival.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Tourism: - The Backbone of 

State‟s Economy. 

 Special Impetus on 

Strengthening Tourism 

Industry. 

 Construction of Ropeways as An 

Alternate Transport 

Arrangement. 

 Strengthening Air Connectivity.  

 Making Tourism Sector 

Employment Oriented for Local 

Residents. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Mission of the Film festival: 

 To Showcase The World‟s 

Best Cinema. 

 To Develop Taste for Good 

Cinema Among Youth. 

 To Provide A Platform for 

Independent Filmmakers. 

 To Promote Indian Regional 

Cinemas. 
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4. WINTER CARNIVAL 

Many programs were organized to make the 

Winter Carnival, in Manali (from 2nd to 6th 

January) attractive.  

 Various types of competitions and dramas 

were organized for women in the Winter 

Carnival, through which the costumes 

and culture of the district were 

showcased.  

 The clothes of the district have a different 

specialty. During the Winter Carnival on 

January 3, hundreds of women from the 

Right Bank, wearing black pattu and 

traditional jewelery along with traditional 

jewellery participated in the Kullavi 

Naati's Mega demonstration on the Mall 

Road in Manali.  

 Similarly, the women of the Left were 

seen performing Naati in white pattu on 

January 5.  

 It is worth noting that during this time 

thousands of tourists from different parts 

of the country come to Manali to 

celebrate the New Year and Winter 

Carnival remains the center of attraction 

for them.  

 A different theme was given for the natis.  

 Car and scooty marathons were also 

organized to promote women 

empowerment. 

MINI MARATHON WAS ORGANIZED 

BEFORE CARNIVAL 

 A mini marathon was also organized for 

the women of the region before the 

carnival.  

 Separate activities were organized for the 

senior men and women above the age of 

70 years. 

 Various sports events were organized 

during the carnival. Youth circles of the 

area participated in these.  

 The amount for the carnival has been 

increased from the present Rs 8,000 to Rs 

10,000. 

TABLEAU TAKEN OUT ON 100% 

VACCINATION 

 It is a matter of pride that cent percent 

target of second dose of corona vaccine is 

being achieved in the district.  

 This occasion was celebrated as a 

festival. 5000 women of Manali assembly 

constituency participated in a huge 

tableau and thus the message was spread 

far and wide. 

CUISINE TOURISM 

 Self-help groups and individual women 

were encouraged to set up food festivals 

and stalls of local delicacies during the 

Winter Carnival.  

 During this, the main dishes of the district 

were served exclusively.  
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 Special emphasis was laid on creating 

awareness among common people and 

tourists about social issues such as 

cleanliness, environmental protection 

and the Motor Vehicles Act, etc. Each 

day, there was a different theme on topics 

such as abstaining from drugs, 

maintaining cleanliness, saving daughters 

and environment protection, etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  ANGLING TOURISM 

To promote angling tourism in Lahaul and 

Spiti, the Fisheries Department is making 

efforts to produce trout fish in the Chandertal 

and the Sissu lake in the district. 

 In the first attempt during the Covid 

period 2020, the department had put 

around 2,500 fingerlings (fish seeds) in 

the Chandertal and Sissu lake to 

produce trout fish. In 2021, around 3,000 

fingerlings were put in these lakes in 

September. 

 These were experimental attempts on the 

part of the Fisheries Department to find 

out the possibility of trout fish 

production in the region where 

temperature remains below the freezing 

point.  

 The fingerlings are growing successfully 

in these lakes, indicating that the 

production of trout fish is possible in 

Lahaul and Spiti. 

 The department is putting fingerlings in 

different water streams and lakes to 

promote aquaculture. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Winter Carnival: A Hub for all 

Cultural Festivities.  

 Winter Carnival: A Popular and 

Delightful Festival of Himachal 

Pradesh. 

 Grand Celebration of the Cultural 

Heritage and Traditions of 

Himachal Pradesh. 

 Craft Bazaar. 

 Himachali Food Festival. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Winter Carnival Event Dates Back 

To 1970s. 

 In Order to Expand it, the then Chief 

Minister Prem Kumar Dhumal gave 

the Winter Carnival The Status of a 

State-Level Festival in 1999 While it 

Became a National Event in 2011. 

 The Main Purpose of the Carnival In 

1970s was to Promote Winter Sports. 

Harnam Singh, the then Director of 

the Mountaineering Institute in 

Manali, played an Important Role in 

Starting this Event.  
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 Meanwhile, residents of Lahaul and Spiti 

are delighted with the success of the 

department and hope that it will help in 

promoting angling tourism in the 

region. 

 Nestled in the majestic Himalayan 

mountains, the scenic Chandertal is 

situated in the Spiti valley. The lake 

located at an altitude of 14,100 ft is also 

known as the Lake of the Moon. It is a 

favourite among trekkers and campers. 

This crescent shaped water body has no 

visible source and gets water from 

underground. 

 After the opening of the Atal Tunnel, 

tourist influx to the Sissu and 

Chandertal has increased steadily. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. IGLOO TOURISM IN LAHAUL 

VALLEY  

Igloo tourism is gaining momentum in the Lahaul 

valley with two youths having developed an igloo 

for commercial use at Teling village. 

 Tourists want to have the experience of 

staying in an igloo. It is the first igloo in 

the valley which has been set up for 

commercial use. 

 The concept started from Sethan village 

close to the Hamta Pass in Manali 

almost five years back which was a hit 

among tourists. 

 The package of a one-night stay in the 

igloo for two persons is Rs 9,000. For a 

single person, it is Rs 4,500. Breakfast, 

dinner, tea, coffee and noodles along with 

bonfire are also part of the package. 

 Due to the lack of snow, more igloos 

could not be developed for the stay of 

tourists at Teling, which is being 

promoted as an ‘igloo village’. As soon 

as there is fresh snowfall in this region, 

more igloos will be  developed. 

 Inspired by the concept of staying in 

snow houses in foreign countries, eight 

youths of the district had first built an 

igloo at Shashin village under Sissu 

panchayat in 2017. 

 Since the area was inaccessible because 

of the closure of Rohtang in winters, the 

concept could not succeed. 

 Now, after the opening of the Atal 

Tunnel on the Manali-Leh highway, 

there is a vast potential of igloo tourism 

during winter in the Lahaul valley. 

 Tourists are thronging the Lahaul valley 

beyond Sissu after the district 

administration has lifted the restrictions 

imposed on the movement of tourists in 

the region. 

 There would be no restrictions on tourists 

entering the Lahaul valley who have 

bookings local hotels and homestays. All 

types of tourist vehicles, except two 

wheelers, are allowed to enter the Lahaul 

valley between 10 am and 3 pm. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Himachal Pradesh: A Prime 

Destination for Angling and 

Fishing in North India. 

 Himachal Pradesh: A Major Trout 

Fish Producing State in the 

Country. 

 Angling: A Therapeutic Pastime. 

 Ethics of Sustainable Fishing. 

 Organization of Angling 

Festival. 

 Promotion of Aquaculture. 
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7. TAX WAIVER FOR PRIVATE 

BUS AND TAXI OPERATORS 

 Chief Minister has announced waiver of 

the token tax, the special road tax (SRT) 

and the passenger tax, providing relief to 

the Covid-hit transport sector of the state. 

 The private bus and taxi operators had 

been demanding relaxation claiming that 

their business was badly hit due to the 

pandemic.  

 It will cost the state government Rs 54.45 

crore. 

 Waiving the taxes for the same duration 

for the taxi operators, who too had been 

demanding the same, would cost the state 

government Rs 36.67 crore.  

 The state government had earlier given a 

relief of Rs 62 crore to the Covid-hit 

sector. 

8. ICE CLIMBING AT 

COMMANDER NULLAH  

 The Commander Nullah near Keylong in 

Lahaul and Spiti district has emerged as 

a key hotspot for ice climbing.  

 Ice climbing enthusiasts are thronging the 

nullah to enjoy the activity. This place is 

situated 4 km from the district 

headquarters of Keylong. 

 The Himalayan Outdoor Climbing 

Initiative Foundation of Uttarakhand 

is organising the activity in collaboration 

with the Himalayan Escapade, Keylong. 

 This place has emerged as a major 

attraction for tourists as well as ice 

climbing lovers. Youth is being provided 

training about ice climbing at the nullah, 

which is a suitable place for the activity. 

 Tourists were visiting this place to enjoy 

ice climbing.  

 Ice climbing has opened doors of self-

employment for the local youth. Around 

eight local youths are involved in ice 

climbing. After the opening of the Atal 

Tunnel, tourists from Manali can access 

Lahaul round the year. 

 

9. PROMOTION OF THE TOURISM 

SECTOR 

 E-visas 

 Global media campaigns 

 The heritage trail 

 The Paryatan Parv celebration 

 Promoting public-private partnership 

 Improving  infrastructure and tackling 

the problem of end connectivity 

 Embracing  the digital revolution 

10. FATAL PARAGLIDING 

ACCIDENTS MAR TOURISM IN 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

 There is a growing demand for a 

complete ban on paragliding until 

proper safety measures are 

incorporated and implemented. 

 In the past five years, over 30 paragliders 

have crashed at different places in 

Kangra and Mandi districts in 

Himachal Pradesh after taking off from 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Igloo stay: A Fresh Tourist 

Attraction. 

 Global Countries for Igloo 

Tourism: Switzerland, Canada 

and Finland. 

 Eskimo Experience. 
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Billing, killing 10 pilots including 

foreigners.  

 Tourism is the mainstay of the 

economy of Himachal Pradesh.  

 It contributes the major part of revenue to 

the state Government and is a source of 

livelihood to the local population. 

 Due to the rising incidents of accidents of 

the paragliders and other adventure 

trekkers and mountaineers, the state 

government have come under the scanner 

and is getting a bad name.  

 Several organizations including siblings 

Pavi Sareen and Naveen Sareen, who 

introduced paragliding in Billing in the 

1990s, and the families of victims have 

demanded a complete ban on paragliding 

till proper safety measures are 

incorporated and implemented.  

 Rightly so, because it was found that 

most of the pilots involved in such 

accidents lacked experience and had 

incomplete documents.  

 Many pilots lack dual insurance cover, 

which has been made mandatory by the 

state government.  

 The failure of the state agencies to check 

their documents and equipment has made 

the matter worse.  

 In many cases, the gliders used by the 

pilots do not meet the safety standards.  

 The pilots do not adhere to the tariff fixed 

by the Tourism Department and often 

fleece the tourists.  

 Many of them are lured by 

inexperienced pilots, who charge less 

amount and this practice leads to fatal 

accidents.  

 There is heavy influx of tourists at Billing 

and only one supervisor of Special Area 

Development Authority (SADA) is 

available to manage the affairs.   

 Apart from the responsibility of 

managing the affairs of paragliding, he is 

also assigned other duties and his major 

job is compromised leading to 

inefficiency. 

 The state government directed the SDM 

Baijnath, and District Tourism Officer, to 

hold consultations with the stakeholders. 

After discussion, it was decided to 

enforce the international SOPs for 

paragliding.  

 Inexperienced pilots would not be 

allowed to fly solo or undertake tandem 

flights.  

 Cooperation of paragliding association 

would be sought to address the issues.  

 Keeping in view the rising mishaps, the 

government was also considering 

imposing a complete ban on paragliding. 

 Himachal Pradesh is blessed with famous 

adventure tourism destinations like 

Prashar lake, the Kamrunag valley, 

Baralacha Pass, Shinkula Pass, the 

Shikari Devi temple and many more 

fortrekking  and hiking.  

 These tourist destinations situated in the 

lap of nature attracts a large number of 

tourists round the year.  

 Due to high altitude, these regions receive 

heavy snowfall during winters and 

become inaccessible.  

 However, trekkers do not hesitate to visit 

them in winters. That leads to serious 

mishaps.  

 Many fatal incidents are reported every 

year, putting the state administration 

under pressure.  

 The recent incident of the death of three 

tourists belonging to Goa and 
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Maharashtra during a trip from Uttarkashi 

in Uttrakhand to Sangla in Kinnaur, 

Himachal Pradesh is a case in point.   

 Concerned about these fatal mishaps 

during trekking in high mountains 

claiming precious lives, the Himachal 

Pradesh government has decided to 

undertake a mapping of various routes 

and classify them as red, orange and 

green.  

 The IT department has been instructed 

to develop an app on which every 

trekker or even local residents embarking 

on a journey will have to register and 

their mobile numbers would be recorded 

so that the rescue parties could contact 

them while launching rescue operations.  

 This will help the government to keep the 

record of all trekkers travelling on the 

route and it will be easy to monitor their 

movement and provide the required 

assistance in time of crisis.  

 All Deputy Commissioners have been 

asked to identify trekking routes and 

zones so that the mapping of all major 

treks can be completed.  

 This exercise will also help travel agents, 

guides and the trekkers to choose the 

journey they wish to undertake.  

 The treks will be planned according to the 

skills and physical endurance levels of 

the tourists which would further reduce 

the changes of mishap in case of 

inclement weather conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11.  ENSURING SAFE ADVENTURE 

TOURISM  

 The Tourism Department has decided to 

mandatorily deploy one trained person 

along with the guide while conducting 

rafting in the river. 

 This has been decided to carry out the 

adventure sports activity safely and to 

avoid accidents. 

 The additional person would be given 

training in Cardio Pulmonary 

Resuscitation (CPR) and first aid. 

 High resolution CCTV cameras would be 

installed at the points where accidents are 

taking place frequently during rafting to 

ensure that the operators adhere to the 

guidelines.  

CATCHWORDS: 

 Issues of Adventure Tourism: 

 Lack of Experience. 

 Lack of Safety Standards. 

 Lack of Dual Insurance Cover. 

 Need of the Measures: 

 Mapping of Various Routes and 

their Classification as Red, Orange 

and Green. 

 Development of a Mobile App to 

Keep the Record of all Trekkers. 

 Planning of the Treks According to 

the Skills and Endurance of the 

Tourists. 
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12. SUJANPUR NOTIFIED AS 

PARAGLIDING SITE 

The long-standing demand of the locals to 

establish Sujanpur as a paragliding destination 

has been fulfilled as the Department of Tourism 

and Civil Aviation notified the town for the 

sport.  

 A land measuring 13 hectares near Tihra 

in Khasara number 421 has been 

identified as the take-off point while 299 

hectares land in Sujanpur Chaugan, in 

Khasara number 3678 and 3555, has been 

identified as the landing zone. 

 A survey to explore possibilities for 

paragliding was undertaken about three 

months ago. The Department of 

Tourism had conducted repeated trials at 

the site before it was notified safe for the 

aero sport. 

 The step would be of great help to the 

youth.  

 The sport would provide an opportunity 

to adventure lovers and would help in job 

generation in the area. 

 The site was notified for paragliding by 

the department under Himachal Pradesh 

Aero Sports Rules-2004. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13.  DRAFT OF AERO SPORTS 

POLICY, 2022 

In good news for aero sports enthusiasts in the 

country, the Ministry of Civil Aviation has come 

out with a draft of National Aero Sports Policy-

2022 and sought comments from the public till 

January 31. This will help to promote aero sports 

culture in the country.  

The draft has been prepared by a committee 

comprising senior officials from the Union 

government, Indian armed forces, Aero Club of 

India, National Cade Corps and air sports 

experts.   

ROLE OF COMMITTEE  

 The new draft policy came days after a 

Parliamentary Standing Committee On 

Transport, Tourism and Culture 
expressed its displeasure that the 

government was not doing enough to 

encourage aero sports in the country. 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Sujanpur Tira: The Historic Town of 

Himachal Pradesh.  

 Organisation of Thrilling Aero Sports 

like Paragliding. 

 Promotion of Adventure Tourism. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Use of Global Position System (GPS) 

Tracking System for Adventure 

Activities. 

 Organization of Various Training 

Programmes. 

 Online Registration Facility for 

Conducting Adventure Activities. 

 A Coordination Mechanism between 

Tourism, Forest, Police and Health 

Department. 
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AREAS 

 The new policy would enable Bir-Billing 

in Himachal Pradesh, Gangtok in 

Sikkim, Hadapsar in Maharashtra, or 

Vagamon in Kerala to be declared as 

‘central zone‟ for all sports.  

 Besides, there is a possibility that 

Ranikhet in Uttarakhand, Nandi Hills in 

Karnataka, Kamshet in Maharashtra, 

Yelagiri in Tamil Nadu and Shillong in 

Meghalaya can also emerge as major 

paragliding hubs in the country. 

SCOPE 

 The draft policy has included aerobatics , 

aero-modeling, amateur-built and 

experimental aircraft , ballooning, 

drones, gliding,  hang gliding and 

paragliding, microlighting and 

paramotoring,  skydiving and vintage 

aircraft.   

INCENTIVES 

 The government may consider 

encouraging domestic manufacturing of 

certain high value air sports equipment by 

way of a Production-Linked Incentive 

(PLI) Scheme. The incentive may be 

linked to value addition in India. The plan 

is to promote air sports by making it 

"safe, affordable, accessible, enjoyable 

and sustainable".  

 Domestic design, development and 

manufacturing of air sports equipment 

will be promoted in line with the 

Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan.  

GOVERNING BODY 

 Under the policy, an Air Sports 

Federation of India (ASFI) will be 

established as the apex governing body 

while associations for each air sport will 

handle day to day activities. 

 

REGULATORY MEASURE 

 The policy requires all people and entities 

providing air sports services to register as 

members of the respective air sports 

associations. They will also have to 

register the key equipment used for air 

sports with the respective air sports 

association. 

 

ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISM 

 The air sports associations will be 

accountable to ASFI with respect to the 

regulatory oversight. Further, ASFI shall 

represent India at FAI and other global 

platforms related to air sports.   

 The Fédération Aéronautique 

Internationale (FAI), headquartered in 

Lausanne, Switzerland is the world 

governing body for air sports.   

 An airspace map of India published on 

aviation regulator, Directorate General of 

Civil Aviation’s (DGCA) DigitalSky 

platform, segregates the airspace of India 

into red, yellow and green zones, which 

will allow air sports practitioners to rely 

on this easily accessible map for 

guidance.  

 Operation in red and yellow zones 

requires permission from Central 

Government and the concerned Air 

Traffic Control authority 

respectively.  

 Operation in green zones for 

aircraft with all-up weight up to 

500 kg does not require any 

permission. 

BENEFITS 

 This would also ensure hassle free flying 

by air sports enthusiasts without creating 

any risk to national security or safety of 

other manned aircraft. This is the first 



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com  47 
 

time that the ministry is planning to 

formulate a national air sports policy 

as well as set up an apex body for air 

sports, and aims to make India one of 

the top air sports nations by 2030. 

 The youth of India represent the future of 

air sports. Programs aimed at raising 

interest towards air sports and a career in 

air sports will be encouraged. Schools, 

colleges and universities will be 

encouraged to have air sports included in 

their curriculum.  

 Students will be encouraged to participate 

in Fédération Aéronautique Internationale 

(FAI)’s international competitions 

conducted periodically for children in 

different age categories. Aero modelling 

and drone sports will be promoted at 

schools and NCC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. CULTURAL SURVEY UNDER 

„MERA GAON, MERI 

DHAROHAR‟ 

The Central Government is all set to undertake 

the country‟s first ever cultural survey of 

India‟s villages christened as „Mera Gaon, 

Meri Dharohar‟ through a mobile application. 

 The Ministry of Culture has partnered 

with the Common Services Centres 

(CSC), under the Ministry of 

Electronics & IT (MEITY), in this 

regard. 

 The survey seeks to document the 

cultural identity at the village level by 

involving citizens to share what makes 

their village, block, or district unique. 

The entire exercise is expected to be 

completed by mid-2022. 

 Under the survey, a CSC Village Level 

Entrepreneur called VLEs will conduct 

meetings with citizens at the villages and 

then upload interesting facts about their 

village, its places of interest, customs and 

traditions, famous personalities, festivals 

and beliefs, art and culture, etc., on to the 

application. VLEs will also upload photos 

and videos regarding these aspects of the 

application.  

 India has a unique cultural identity 

rooted in its villages. No one can 

understand it better than the CSC VLEs 

who are embedded in the community they 

serve. This survey builds upon a 

successful track record of CSCs engaging 

on official enumerations like the 7th 

Economic Census and some other 

surveys done for the state governments. 

 The availability of digital technology 

and tools has enabled such a unique and 

massive survey to be conducted at the 

grassroots. 

 CSC, with its skilled team of digital 

entrepreneurs, will assist the Government 

in successfully mapping the cultural 

identity of India. 

 As per the agreement signed between the 

two entities, CSC will develop a mobile 

application and train the VLEs in 

conducting the survey. Over 4 lakh 

Village Level Entrepreneurs (VLEs), 
managing the CSCs across the country, 

will conduct the survey in 6.38 lakh 

villages and upload the details on to the 

application. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 A Two–tier Governance Structure 

for Air Sports. 

 Laying Down the Safety Standards 

for Equipment, Infrastructure, 

Personnel and Training. 

  Declaration of “Control Zone”. 

 Creation of a Safe, Affordable, 

Accessible, Enjoyable AND 

Sustainable Air Sports Sector. 
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15. ADB FUNDING FOR HIMACHAL 

STATE TOURISM  

The tourism sector in Himachal Pradesh, a small 

hill state with limited income resources, is about 

to get new wings. 

EXTERNAL FUNDING AGENCY 

 In order to develop tourism sector 

infrastructure in Devbhoomi, a project of 

Rs. 2095 crores has received in-principle 

approval (ADB funding for Himachal 

tourism) from Asian Development 

Bank.  

DIMENSION OF TOURISM 

 Under this project eco-tourism in 

Himachal will be promoted to reduce the 

congestion and huge pressure of tourists 

from the existing tourist places. 

 Along with this, maintenance of existing 

tourist places, mobilization of new 

attractions and conservation of cultural 

heritage will also be done there. 

PHASES OF THE PROJECT 

 This project will be implemented in two 

phases.  

 There is a provision of more than Rs 900 

crores in the first finance department, 

while the second finance part will be 

more than Rs 1100 crores.  

FUNDING PATTERN  

 Ninety percent of the loan amount will be 

borne by the central government. Being a 

special state, Himachal gets assistance 

in the ratio of 90 and 10. 

 With this, untouched tourism places of 

Himachal can be developed.  

BENEFITS 

 The work of preparing the detailed 

project report of this project would be 

started and this project would gain 

momentum from March, 2022. It is 

noteworthy that Himachal Pradesh has set 

a target of attracting two crores tourists in 

a year. After this project it will be easily 

possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 First Ever Cultural Survey of INDIA‟S 

Villages. 

 Documentation of Cultural Identity of 

the Village. 

 Involvement of Village Level 

Entrepreneur (VLE). 

 Exploring the Villages‟ Customs, 

Traditions, famous Personalities, 

Festivals, Beliefs and Art & Culture. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 ADB Infrastructure Development 

Project. 

 AIM is to give a fresh Impetus to 

Tourism. 

 Creation of New Destinations. 

 Improving Existing Destinations. 

 Ensuring Maintenance and 

Preservation of Heritage. 
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IV INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 

 

1. EXTENSION OF TEA 

CULTIVATION TO NON-

TRADITIONAL REGIONS 

 Climate change in the hills has prompted 

CSK Himachal Pradesh Agriculture 

University to extend tea cultivation, 

research and tea development activities to 

non-traditional areas of the state where 

tea was not grown earlier. 

 For the first time, fresh tea plantations 

have been done at the research stations 

and Krishi Vigyan Kendras of the 

university at Malan, Kangra, Bara, 

Berthin, Sundernagar, Bajaura and 

Dhaulakuan in various districts of the 

state with the objective of creating live 

windows and demonstration-cum-

exhibition plots.  

 This initiative of the university will create 

awareness and interest for tea cultivation 

among farmers. 

 The new initiative will spread 

information about the impact of climate 

change on tea cultivation vis-à-vis the 

scope of extension of tea cultivation in 

other non-traditional parts of the state in 

Kangra, Hamirpur, Bilaspur, Mandi, 

Kullu and Sirmaur. In the first leg, 800 

new tea plants have been planted. 

 It is a follow-up of the meeting of the VC 

with officers of Tea Board-India, state 

tea wing and university scientists for 

awareness on the heritage Kangra tea, 

an identified produce under the export 

policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. FOOD TESTING LABORATORY 

 To enable growers to certify organic 

testing of their fruits and vegetables, a 

food testing laboratory is being set up in 

Solan town in Himachal Pradesh with the 

assistance of the Union Ministry of 

Food Processing Industries. 

 Named Shoolini Life Sciences Private 

Ltd, it will be set up with an outlay of Rs 

2.85 crore. 

 This is essential to determine the safety of 

food for consumption purposes to meet 

national and international standards. 

 The laboratory will be available for the 

quality testing of all commercial food 

processing industries and commercial 

food manufacturing units. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Himachal Pradesh: A Traditional Tea 

Growing State. 

 First Commercial Tea Plantation in 

Himachal Pradesh was established in 

1852 at Holta, Palampur. 

 Major Issues of Tea Industry. 

 Cooperative Failures. 

 Unmarketed GI Label. 

 High Labour Cost. 

 Seasonal Demand. 

 Market Availability Problems. 
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 Additionally, the laboratory will offer 

scientific analysis of food products and 

their components before they are made 

available for public consumption. 

 The laboratory is equipped with high-

end modern instruments like gas 

chromatography mass spectrometry, 

ultra-high performance liquid 

chromatography, inductively coupled 

plasma-optical emission spectrometer, 

etc. 

 The laboratory will soon offer NABL 

accredited certification of food products. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. BAR CODING ON APIs FOR 

QUALITY  

 The Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare will introduce bar coding on 

active pharmaceutical ingredients 

(APIs) to ensure the availability of 

quality material to the industry. 

 Manufacturers had been raising the issue 

of the lack of quality API availability as 

traders were re-labelling and re-packing 

the original product after its import. The 

industry is heavily dependent on China, 

which supplies 65 per cent APIs to the 

domestic industry. 

 Several pharmaceutical manufacturers, 

including the Himachal Drug 

Manufacturers Association (HDMA)  
had taken up the issue with the ministry. 

 The Drug Technical Advisory 
Committee has recommended bar coding 

on API labels and this will ensure 

genuineness of the product.  

 This will make available the QR code, 

which can be scanned to obtain the details 

of manufacturer like batch number, date 

of manufacturing, etc. 

 Though pharmaceutical manufacturers 

are supposed to use API meant for Indian 

Pharmacopoeia but instances have come 

to the fore where API under the food 

grade and not meant for use in medicines 

has been supplied. 

 Apart from ensuring that the GST is paid 

on a batch of the API, there is little 

control over its trading, Re-packing and 

re-labelling of APIs by local traders 

enhances the chances of its quality being 

compromised upon and measures like bar 

coding and the scanning of the QR code 

will help a manufacturer check its 

authenticity. 

 Since the manufacturers have little 

facility to test the active pharmaceutical 

ingredients at their end, small 

manufacturers, particularly who operate 

on credit, face problems in getting quality 

APIs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 “One Nation, One Food Safety Law”. 

 Standardization of Food Testing 

Laboratories. 

 Compliance and Surveillance of Food 

Safety Regulations. 

 Grant-in-Aid of Rs 1.62 Crore. 
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4. DRUG TESTING LABORATORY 

 Outsourced personnel will be in charge of 

the new drug testing laboratory being 

built in Asia's largest pharma hub 

Baddi.  

 The outsourced personnel hired by the 

contractor will be monitored by two sub-

analysts of the state government.  

 The lab is expected to start by the end of 

January 2022. 

 The civil work of the drug testing lab 

being built in Baddi is almost complete. 

Equipment procurement is in progress. It 

is expected to start as soon as the 

equipment is installed. 

 Five to seven thousand samples can be 

tested annually in Baddi Lab.  

 Until now, Kandaghat was the only lab 

to test samples of food items, 

medicines, liquor and more. Baddi lab 

will be helpful in reducing the burden on 

Kandaghat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. COUNTRY'S LARGEST AUTO 

PARK  

The Himachal Industries Department has 

started the process to start the country's largest 

auto park in Baddi.  

 The Industries Department has also 

identified 373 bighas of land in Baddi's 

Malook Bazar. 

 There is to be an investment of 550 

crores, in which the parts of all vehicles 

including electric will be made.  

 If this park is built then 20 thousand 

people will get employment.  

 Moreover, only green industries will be 

established in this park. 

 So far, four companies have shown 

interest for investment.  

CATCHWORDS: 

 Facilitation of the Pharmaceutical 

Industry. 

 Inordinate Delay in Setting Up a 

Modern Drug Testing Laboratory. 

 Strengthening the Quality Control 

Mechanism of DCA (Drug Control 

Administration). 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Drug Authentication System. 

 Bar Code: To Curtail the Menace of 

Supurious and Substandard Drugs in 

the Country. 

 Codes to Track and Trace Key 

Ingredients used to make Medicines. 

 Creation of a Traceability 

Mechanism to Track the 

Genuineness of Products. 
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 The government is considering the 

proposals of Indo Pharma, Mile Stone, 

Edison and Electrical Company.  

 The park will house 30 subsidiary 

industries along with one main industry.  

 Apart from this, 50 small and medium 

scale industries will also be set up. Once 

the industry is set up here, then products 

worth 50 crores will also be exported 

from here. 

 The department has 373 bighas of land on 

the banks of river Rata. Due to which 

there was a problem of erosion here. This 

was the reason that no company ever 

wanted to set up its unit here. But the 

department is now engaged in 

channelizing the river and making it 

capable of industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-A. PROMOTION OF HANDICRAFT 

ITEMS OF LAHAUL VALLEY 

The platforms like Amazon and Flipkart would 

be utilised to make Lahaul traditional products 

available to the consumers. 

 Exhibitions and sales centre have been set 

up for women self-help groups under the 

joint aegis of the National Rural 

Livelihood Mission and State Rural 

Livelihood Mission in Keylong .  

 Traditional handicrafts products and 

cuisines would be introduced to tourists. 

It would help preserve the heritage of this 

distinctive art and cuisine and make self-

help groups self-reliant. 

 The tribal arts, crafts and cuisine are 

replete with rich variations.  

 Steps are being taken to ensure the 

availability of such outlets outside Lahaul 

as well. 

 Plans are under way to organise 

exhibition and sales events at Himachal 

Bhawan, Delhi and Chandigarh, HPTDC 

hotels in Manali and Kullu and select 

private hotels will also have sales outlets 

of these products. These products are also 

being put up for sale at Lahaul-Spiti 

Bhawan in Manali. 

 Lahauli socks had got the Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag and efforts will be 

made to get GI tag for other products of 

Lahaul as well.  

 The process for GI tagging of the 

traditional welcome ceremony of 

Lahaul-Spiti will also be initiated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Baddi- Barotiwala Nalagarh (BBN) 

region-Himachal State’s Largest 

Industrial Township. 

  BBN Industrial Corridor is one of 

the Four “Maker Towns” that is 

“Putting India on the Map”. 

 Production Linked Incentive (PLI) 

Scheme for Automobile Industry. 

 Providing Long Term 

Infrastructure Solutions. 
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6-B. 'SWARNIM HIMACHAL KALA 

MAHOTSAV' 

 'Swarnim Himachal Kala Mahotsav' was 

organised by the Himachal Pradesh 

Government at New Delhi from 4th to 9th 

December, 2021 at Hotel Lalit. 

 This event is a part of year long Swarnim 

Himachal Celebrations to celebrate the 50 

years of statehood.  

 During the event, Folk dance and folk 

music of Himachal were also presented.  

 Stalls were put up by the Himachali 

artisans displaying Himachali handicrafts, 

woodcraft, metal craft, Kangra paintings, 

Kinnauri and Kullu shawls, Chamba 

Rumal and more.  

 Himachali cuisines including sepu vadi, 

rajma madra, Chambyali palda were also 

available to taste delicacies of the state. 

 National Awardees Lalita Vakil and 

Anita Kumari were honoured for their 

distinguished services in promoting 

Chamba Rumal, himachali art and craft. 

Master Chef Nand Lal was also honoured 

on the occasion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-C. KNITANGLE’s FIRST EXHIBITION 

IN GAIETY THEATRE 

 Knitangle conducted their first exhibition 

in Gaiety Theatre The Mall Shimla. 

 Knitangle is a local brand from the hills 

of Himachal, who are promoting local 

arts and handmade products. They 

thoroughly belief and support the call 

"vocal for local." 

 Knitangle are dealing in sustainable 

handmade products like mittens, gloves, 

footlets, socks, mufflers, caps and bags. 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Promotion of Rural Economy. 

 Boosting the Sale of Handicraft 

Products. 

 Providing an E-Commerce 

Platform. 

  Specialized Skills of Tribal 

Handicrafts. 

 Adoption of the Synergic Approach 

and Planning Between Tourism 

Industry and Handicraft Sector. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 A Unique Display of Himachali Art 

and Craft. 

  Showcasing Himachali Handicrafts. 

 Commemoration of 50 Years of 

Statehood. 
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7. INDUSTRIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

DEVELOPMENT 

Infrastructure development for the industrial 

sector in Himachal received a major boost in 

2021 with several projects, including Rs 5,000 

crore medical device park, having been 

sanctioned by the Centre. 

 The industrial production too managed to 

catch pace after a sluggish start, owing to 

the Covid-induced restrictions in various 

clusters. 

 Meanwhile, the state government’s thrust 

on infrastructure development saw some 

positive outcomes with the Hindustan 

Petroleum Corporation setting up a 

grain-based ethanol plant in Una 

district worth Rs 400 crore for which the 

land has been allotted.  

 A tool room worth Rs 17 crore has 
received an in-principal approval from 

the Union Ministry of Micro Small and 

Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) and is 

being set up in the Tahliwal industrial 

area. It is the first such cluster 

development project in the state. 

 A competitive proposal for setting up a 

bulk drug park in Una district was also 

submitted before the Centre though its 

approval is awaited. 

 Also, the state government signed 

Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) 

for 279 projects worth Rs 20,786 crore. 

This includes 130 MoUs of the Industries 

Department, which will fetch an 

investment of Rs 11,503 crore. 

 As many as 39 new projects worth Rs 

7,563.71 crore and 33 worth Rs 

1,851.47 crore comprising the expansion 

of the existing industries have been 

cleared in the five state single-window 

meetings held in the current fiscal. This 

will generate employment for 16,669 

persons. It, however, remains to be seen 

how many projects will begin production.  

 Since there were no Central incentives 

available, a few new units opted for 

registration with the Industries 

Department after commencing the 

commercial production. 

 Moreover, the much-awaited four-laning 

of the Pinjore-Nalagarh highway, which 

will decongest the state’s industrial hub 

of Baddi-Barotiwala-Nalagarh, kick-

started. 

 The state’s pharmaceutical industry, on 

the other hand, remained the front-runner 

in fight against Covid with drugs like 

remdesivir, favipiravir among others and 

vaccines such as Sputnik V being 

manufactured here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Industries Status in the State: 

 33,226 Small-Scale Units. 

 356 Large and Medium Units. 

 279 MoUs Signed, Rs 20,786 cr 

Proposed Investment. 

 STATE RANKINGS 

 Himachal Pradesh is Ranked 19th 

in the Overall Export 

Preparedness and 3rd in 

Himalayan States. 

 As per the Udyam Registration 

Data up to June 30, the State 

Ranks 22nd in the Number of 

MSMEs with an Overall Share of 

0.46% Nationally. 
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V INFRASTRUCTURE SECTOR 

 

1.  DRAFT ELECTRIC VEHICLE 

POLICY 

 The Himachal Pradesh cabinet has 

approved the Draft Electric Vehicle 

Policy, a comprehensive plan to develop 

and promote sustainable transport system 

for making Himachal Pradesh a global 

hub for electric mobility development 

and manufacturing electric vehicles. 

 Himachal Pradesh has entered the elite 

list of Indian states including 

Maharashtra, Delhi, Gujarat, Tamil 

Nadu, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, 

that are already in the process of shifting 

over to electrification of the automobile 

sector by introducing “Battery Electric 

Vehicles (BEVs) for sustainable, eco-

friendly mobility solutions”. 

 Apart from providing subsidies and 

incentives to the electric vehicles 

manufacturing industries, the policy also 

envisages creation of public and private 

charging infrastructure for electric 

vehicles.  

 The sole objective is to shift to battery 

electric vehicles (BEVs) at least by 15% 

till 2025. 

 The individuals or companies opting for 

BEVs would receive handsome 

incentives which would actually reduce 

the high cost of these vehicles and 

eventually will help the state to develop a 

model of green transport while cutting 

down vehicular pollution significantly. 

 An advantage to Himachal Pradesh 

remains its eco-fragile ecology and 

lowest pollution level in major urban 

towns. The vehicular pollution goes up at 

high rate during the tourist seasons when 

a lot of people throng the hills, and some 

of the popular destinations. 

 Currently, the Himachal Road 

Transport Corporation (HRTC) is 

running 75 electric passenger transport 

buses and 50 electric taxis primarily in 

Shimla smart city and few other towns. 

 The first and foremost requirement to 

make the Electric Vehicle Policy-2021 a 

successful one is setting up adequate 

number of charging stations at various 

locations. 

 There is a plan to set-up one charging 

station within every 1km x 1km grid in 

major cities, towns and National 

Highways . 

 Himachal Pradesh state Electricity 

Board (HPSEB) has given its plan to the 

state government to facilitate setting up 

of charging stations for domestic use and 

also commercial purposes .Those setting-

up charging stations for their own 

vehicles will be asked to pay domestic 

traffics while other will have a different 

pattern, which the regulator will decide. 

 The government also proposes to attract 

investors in this sector to manufacture 

electric vehicles, batteries for the electric 

vehicles and also other accessories 

.Under the policy, the government will 

incentivise the adoption of EVs across 

segments. 

 The opening up of this sector will also 

promise new employment opportunities 

related to the development of the EV 

ecosystem in the state. 
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2. INDIAN RAILWAYS‟ BILASPUR-

MANALI-LEH RAIL LINE 

 

 Indian Railways' strategically significant 

Bilaspur-Manali-Leh railway line 

project along the Indo-China border 

once completed, will become the world‟s 

highest railway track. 

 As once completed, the line will help 

armed forces, boost tourism and will also 

lead to the development of the region.  

 The foundation stone for the final 

location survey of Bilaspur-Manali-Leh 

new broad gauge line, at Leh on June 27, 

2017, by then Railway Minister, Suresh 

Prabhu. 

1. The project will have the highest point of 

5360 metres above mean sea level. 

Therefore, it is comparable only to the 

Qinghai-Tibet rail line in China. 

2. The 51 km long stretch between Upshi 

in Himachal Pradesh and Phe in Leh, 

for which the work will start soon, is 

likely to be completed in two years time 

at a cost of around Rs 5,000 crore. 

3. Once this stretch is completed, it will 

provide connectivity to important 

locations between Bilaspur and Leh 

such as Sundernagar, Manali, Mandi, 

Keylong, Koksar, Karu, Darcha, Upshi 
and other important towns of Himachal 

Pradesh as well as Jammu and Kashmir 

enroute. 

4. As per the first phase of the survey, the 

rail line project will include 74 tunnels, 

124 major bridges and 396 minor bridges. 

5. Once the work on this line is finished, it 

will reduce the distance between Delhi to 

Leh significantly, from the present 40 

hours to 20 hours. 

6. The Keylong station in Himachal 

Pradesh on the Bilaspur-Manali-Leh 

rail line will be the first under station 

of Indian Railways network to be built 

under a tunnel. 

7. The entire stretch of Bilaspur-Manali-Leh 

rail line project once completed, will 

cover a distance of 465 km in total. For 

the development of the overall Bilaspur-

Manali-Leh rail line project, an amount of 

Rs 83,360 crore is likely to be spent. 

8. It is being said that the rail line is the 

most difficult project undertaken by the 

national transporter and also one of the 

most significant projects in terms of 

strategic importance. 

9. The Bilaspur-Manali-Leh rail line is one 

of the four strategic railway lines being 

developed by Indian Railways to fortify 

the country’s borders with China, others 

being Missamari-Tenga-Tawang, North 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Promotion of Safe, Eco-Friendly, 

Inclusive, Integrated and 

Sustainable Transport System. 

 Making Himachal State: A Global 

Hub for Electric Mobility 

Development. 

 Mandatory use of Electric Vehicles 

(EVs) at the Institutional Level. 

 Providing Subsidies and Incentives 

to the Electric Vehicles 

Manufacturing Industries. 

 Creation of Public and Private 

Charging Infrastructure for 

Electric Vehicles. 

 To Develop a Model of Green 

Transport. 

 3 Model Cities for EV Readiness 

and Adoption: Shimla, Baddi and 

Dharamshala. 
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Lakhimpur-Bame (Along)-Silapathar and 

Pasighat-Tezu-Parsuram Kund-Rupai. 

10. These rail lines projects are aimed at 

facilitating troop and armament 

movement to frontier areas at short 

notice. 

PORTALS ON BILASPUR RAIL LINE 

CONNECTED 

 

 In a breakthrough, the north and south 

portals of a tunnel on the Bhanupalli-

Bilaspur railway line were connected. 

 The railway line will initially be 65 km 

and be constructed up to Beri village. The 

stretch will have seven tunnels. The 

railway line was declared a national 

project and proposed to be extended up to 

Leh. 

 Both portals were connected within the 

stipulated time. The construction on the 

track was done in nine phases.  

 There would be seven tunnels 

and five bridges.  

 The railway line to Beri in 

Bilaspur would be completed by 

2024. 

3. PARKING AREAS EARMARKED 

NEAR ATAL TUNNEL 

 Different areas had been earmarked for 

parking of vehicles near the north portal 

of the Atal Tunnel up to Sissu. 

 A parking space for 150 vehicles would 

be available near Gufa Hotel, for 30 

vehicles near the Pagal nullah, for 15 

vehicles near the Teling nullah and for 

400 vehicles near the Sissu helipad.  

 The rally ground adjacent to the Sissu 

helipad, which was not being used at 

present, could accommodate 200 

vehicles. 

 No accidents took place in the district 

in December, even as traffic through 

the Atal Tunnel, Rohtang, increased by 

over 50 per cent. 

 44,533 vehicles had passed through the 

tunnel in December 2020, while the 

number rose to 68,548 in December 

2021. The tunnel had remained closed for 

eight days in December 2020, while it 

remained closed for four days in 

December 2021. Due to the efforts of the 

police, no accidents took place and no 

injuries and casualties were reported in 

December. 

 Around 35,574 vehicles entered the 

Lahaul valley through the tunnel and 

around 32,974 vehicles exited through it. 

Around 22,918 vehicles of other states 

passed through it. Traffic movement had 

been smooth, though slight congestion 

was witnessed on December 24. As many 

as 219 challans compounding to Rs 1.60 

lakh were issued. 

 December has been a challenging month 

with sub-zero temperatures and black ice 

forming after 3 pm. The police have 

worked untiringly to ensure all 

commuters from Pangi and Lahaul, 

along with tourists, travel safely to their 

destinations. 

4. NEW TRAFFIC CONTROL 

SYSTEM IN CHAMBA DISTRICT 

 To make traffic control in Chamba town 

more effective, the Intelligent Traffic 
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Management System (ITMS) is being 

installed at a cost of Rs 10 lakh. 

 ITMS was being set up to make traffic 

management in Chamba more organised. 

 The command centre would not only 

improve traffic control, but also help in 

monitoring the town. For this, tenders 

would be invited soon. 

 Important roads in the district would be 

marked with zebra crossing and traffic 

signage also be installed.  

 Programmes would be organised to 

spread awareness on road safety among 

schoolchildren. 

 Officials of the Public Works Department 

(PWD) and the National Highways 

Authority of India had been asked to 

speed up the black spot rectification 

work. 

 858 black spots had been identified on 

various roads of the district, of which 644 

had been repaired. The NHAI had 

repaired 19 black spots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. ROBOTS TO CLEAR SHIMLA 

ROADS OF SNOW 

 Winters in Shimla will now be less harsh 

as the Shimla Municipal Corporation, 

the district administration and the 

Public Works Department (PWD) are 

embarking on innovative plans to keep 

roads open for traffic during snowfall. 

 The use of calcium chloride on the 

Kufri-Fagu stretch was successful in 

2020. The chemical will be sprayed on 

the IGMC stretch and, if it works, it can 

be replicated on other stretches too.  

 Three robots, one with snow blade and 

two with blowers, costing about Rs42 

lakh each, have been purchased.  

 A snow blower is a machine designed to 

pick up snow from the ground and throw 

it to the side.  

 It is used for clearing snow from paved 

and unpaved surfaces such as driveways, 

sidewalks, and pathways. 

 The State Disaster Management 

Authority had also sanctioned Rs 5 

crore for buying bigger snow blowers.  

 About 10-15 vulnerable stretches had 

been identified and snow blowers would 

be used to clear snow. 

 Sprinkling of calcium chloride before 

snowfall to stop the formation of ice 

sheets on the identified stretches, where 

snow remains frozen for a long period, 

making roads slippery and driving 

hazardous, would also be tested by the 

MC. 

 The traditional measures like sand and 

salt stocks and machinery were already 

in place on vulnerable stretches at Khirki 

in Chopal, Kharapathar in Rohru, 

Narkanda, the Kufri-Fagu stretch, the 

Hiranagar-Totu stretch, the Dhalli-

Sanjauli bypass, Shimla Bypass, 

Navbahar to Chhota Shimla, Victory 

Tunnel to the Rivoli stretch. 

6. HIMACHAL PRADESH HAS 

IMMENSE OIL, GAS 

POTENTIAL: ONGC 

 Himachal Pradesh has immense potential 

in oil and natural gas exploration. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Greater Safety, Convenience and 

Commuter Satisfaction. 

 Positive Environmental Impact. 

 Increased Use of Public Transport, 

Lesser Traffic and Pollution. 



 

GURUJI‟S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com  59 
  

 The ONGC was carrying out surveys to 

look for oil and gas reserves in Kangra, 

Hamirpur and Sundernagar areas.  

 The corporation will enter into 

renewable energy sector in a big way.  

 It is presently generating 726 MW of 

power and intends to take it to 10 GW.  

 Himachal Government, should form an 

advisory committee of experts from 

various fields to give a vision to the state 

for its economic growth. 

7. BAIJNATH-BHARMOUR ROAD 

PROJECT 

 The Central Empowerment Committee 

has given its clearance to the 114-km-

long Baijnath-Utrala-Bharmour-Holi 

road, one of the most strategic road 

projects of the state.  

 The construction of the road was hanging 

fire in the absence of a forest and 

environment clearance from the 

Government of India.  

 This road will be constructed through the 

Dhauladhar hills connecting Baijnath 

with Bharmour via Jalsu Pass. It had 

been hanging fire for the past 30 years. 

 After the completion of the road, the 

distance between Baijnath and Bharmour 

would be reduced by 200 km.  

 The project would be funded by 

NABARD and it had already released Rs 

13 crore in the current year’s budget for 

the construction of the first phase of 15 

km.  

 The Government of India had already 

approved the Detailed Project Report 

(DPR) of the state government for the 

first phase and also released Rs 13 crore. 

The DPRs for the next phases would be 

submitted soon. 

 The road project will benefit the tribal 

people of Chamba and Kangra district 
who live in the snowbound areas of the 

Dhauladhar hills for nine months in a 

year and migrate to lower areas in in 

acute winter. 

 The road project would open new 

avenues for the tourism industry as 

slopes of the Dhauladhar hills could be 

used for adventure sports. 

8.  MUD-BHAVA-PIN VALLEY 

ROAD  

 The Union Ministry of Forests and 

Environment has given in-principle 

approval under Forest Conservation Act 

(FCA) to build the world's second highest 

road in Kinnaur district.  

 After this, the way has been cleared for 

the Mud-Bhava-Pin Valley road.  

 Final approval will be received from the 

center as soon as the money is deposited 

by the PWD department of the state.  

 With the construction of this road, the 

distance from Shimla to Kaza will be 

reduced by about 95 km. This will not 

only benefit the local people, but also the 

ITBP personnel posted on the Indo-

China border. 

 The Attargo-Wangtu road will be the 

second highest road in the world to be 

built at an altitude of 4876 meters above 

sea level.  

 Earlier in Leh (Nobra Road) a road has 

been built at a height of 5387 meters. The 

road to become Via Bhava in Kinnaur 

will be open for movement only for 5 to 6 

months because due to high altitude, there 

is heavy snowfall in Pin and Bhava 

Valley. Due to this the area gets covered 

with snow for 6 to 7 months. In such a 

situation, people have to travel to 

Shimla-Kaza via an alternate route via 

Samdo. 
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 The government has already built a 

33,500 km long road from Attargo in 

Kinnaur to Mud Valley. Beyond this, 

there is a wildlife sanctuary in an area 

of 28.430 km and a forest area in an area 

of 6.710 km. About 155 meters area on 

this road is private land. The department 

of private land has taken NOC from the 

people.  

 Due to the Pin Valley Wildlife 

Sanctuary, the National Wildlife Board 

and the State Wildlife Board have 

already approved the construction of a 

road through Pin Valley to Wangtu. 

Being a forest area, the FCA was waiting 

for two years. As soon as the final FCA is 

received, the work on this strategically 

important road will start. 

 Shimla to Kaza distance will be 

reduced from 432 to 337 km  

 At present the distance from Shimla to 

Kaza is 432 km, which will be reduced to 

337 km after the construction of Via Mud 

Bhava road. The proposed new road on 

NH-5 will have a total length of 106.330 

km.  

 In this, 61.930 km long road will be built 

under Kaza division and 44 km long road 

will be built under Kadcham division. 

This road is to be constructed in an area 

of 43.7 hectares. For this 381 trees have 

to be cut. 

TOURISM WILL GET WINGS 

 After the construction of Mud-Bhava-

Pin Valley road, frequent landslides in 

Maling Nala will also not become a 

hindrance and tourism will also get a 

boost in the area, as lakhs of people from 

all over the world visit every year to visit 

Pin Valley Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Similarly there are many delightful tourist 

places in Kinnaur. With the construction 

of Via Bhava road, tourism will also get 

wings in Kinnaur. 

9-A. ROPEWAYS PROJECTS 

 Himachal Pradesh will have 13 ropeway 

projects for promoting both tourism 

and hill-specific transport system.  

 The 13 ropeways will cover 111.65 

kilometres and cost about Rs 5,644 crore. 

 Ropeways were a faster all-season 

transport system for the hill regions and 

also attractive to tourists. The ropeways 

will not only cut travel time but also 

make commuting easier and safer, 

besides creating jobs. 

 The ropeway proposed for the remote 

Pangi valley of Chamba district will go 

21.7 km from Bhanodi to Killar via the 

Sach pass and cost about Rs 1,000 crore. 

The project will be completed in eight 

stages.  

 The second ropeway in the district will 

go from Chamba to Chaugan and cost 

Rs 25 crore. 

 For Kullu district, three ropeways are 

proposed.  

 The one between Prini and the 

Hamta Pass in Manali will cover 

5.8 km and cost Rs 380 crore.  

 Another in Manali will run for 

11.2 km and cost Rs 500 crore.  

 The third will link Manali with 

Labadugh, cover 2.7 km, and cost 

Rs 162 crore. 

 Of the Kangra ropeways, the one 

proposed between Palampur-Thathri 

and the Chunja glacier will have a 

length of 13.5 km and a cost of Rs 605 

crore, while another proposed in 

Dharamshala will run for 14 km and 

cost Rs 800 crore.  

 In Shimla, the ropeway between 

Narkanda and Hatu Peak will cover 

3.10 km and cost Rs 172 crore, while 
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another will run for 22.4 km and cost Rs 

1,200 crore. 

 In Solan district, a 3-km ropeway 

proposed in Kasauli will cost Rs 250 

crore, while in Bilaspur district, a 

ropeway between Lunhu and Bandla 

will also cover 3 km but cost Rs 150 

crore.  

 A Sirmaur ropeway proposed in 

Churdhar will run for 8 km and cost of Rs 

250 crore, a 3-km ropeway between 

Shikawari and Bhatkidhar in Mandi 

district will cost Rs 150 crore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9-B PALAMPUR ROPEWAY 

PROJECT  

 The NHAI had approved the much-

awaited 13.5-km-long ropeway project, 

which had been hanging fire since 1990. 

 The ropeway will connect Palampur 

with Chunja Glacier in the Dhauladhar 

hills at the height of 12,000-ft above sea 

level. Tourists will reach the snow-

covered peaks within 31 minutes. The 

state had prepared its project report in 

2019 and was seeking investors.  

 But because of the high project cost, the 

involvement of reserve forest and 

difficulties in getting the clearances, none 

turned up. 

 Now the PMO cleared all pending 

ropeway projects. 

 It was a major achievement for the town 

and the installation of a ropeway would 

definitely boost tourism.  

 The project had already been delayed and 

now the government should immediately 

grant environment clearances and take up 

its construction at earliest. 

 

9-C. ROPEWAY PROJECT PLAN TO 

CONNECT ANANDPUR SAHIB AND 

NAINA DEVI 

 The determined plan to connect 

Anandpur Sahib and Naina Devi - two 

religious places of Punjab and 

Himachal Pradesh, is likely to 

accelerate soon.  

 The MoU was signed between the Punjab 

and Himachal government in August 

2018.  

 Subsequently, amount was deposited 

from both the states for making capital 

investment of Rs 50 lakh each.  

 Earlier, the proposed cost of this ropeway 

was Rs 200 crores, which increased to Rs 

250 crores.  

 Both the Shaktipeeths have religious 

significance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Nodal Agency:  Ropeway and 

Rapid Transport System 

Development Corporation (RTDC). 

 Decongesting Major Urban Hubs in 

Himachal State. 

 Devising Innovative Transport 

Solutions. 

 Enhancing Connectivity to Boost 

Tourism Potential. 
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9-D. JABLI-KASAULI ROPEWAY 

PROJECT 

 With an about 4-km ropeway connecting 

Jabli with Kasauli in Solan district of 

Himachal getting an all-clear from the 

authorities concerned, tourists as well as 

locals can hope of traversing between the 

two points in a mere 20 minutes. 

 The eco-friendly transportation mode 

will have the twin advantage of easing 

traffic snarls as well as saving fuel to 

promote cleaner environment.  

 It will also provide speedier access to 

Kasauli, the world-famous town 

frequented by 5,000 to 7,500 tourists on a 

daily basis during peak season.  

 The project is to be completed at a cost of 

Rs 206 crore. 

 The Ropeways and Rapid Transport 

System Development Corporation 

(RTDC), which is executing the project, 

has prepared a preliminary report and 

tenders are likely to be floated shortly.  

 The project had a tentative span of 3.88 

km. Its lower terminal point will be 

situated at Mohal Bhat ka Gaon at Jabli 

on the Parwanoo-Dharampur section of 

National Highway-5. The upper 

terminal point has been identified near 

the Public Works Department Circuit 

House in Kasauli. 

 The ropeway will be developed on CEN 

standards, which are the European 

norms for standardisation and 

recommended by the Niti Aayog. The 

Mono Cable Gondola technology 
having an indicative design capacity to 

carry 1,100 persons per hour will be put 

into use. 

 To be executed under the design-build-

finance-operate and transfer mode by 

the RTDC, the corporation will ensure 

ample parking for ropeway riders.  

 Besides decongesting Kasauli roads, this 

eco-friendly mode of transportation 
will boost employment opportunities 

and give a push to tourism. 

 With no financial implication on the 

government, the project will be 

completed under the Public–Private 

Partnership (PPP) mode.  

 The concession period will be 40 years. 

The government land will be provided 

free of cost to the promoter firm, which 

will pay annual concession fee to the 

government. 

10. STATE SINGLE WINDOW 

CLEARANCE AND 

MONITORING AUTHORITY 

 19 proposals have been approved at the 

State Single Window Clearance 

meeting to establish new industrial 

enterprises and expand current units. 

 An investment of about Rs 1,376.93 

crore is proposed in these, which will 

give employment to about 2,266 persons.  

 20th meeting of the State Single Window 

Clearance and Monitoring Authority 

(SSWC&MA) was held under the 

chairmanship of Chief Minister. 
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11.  DOUBLE-ENGINE 

GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL 

PRADESH 

 Prime Minister inaugurated and laid 

foundation stones of developmental 

projects worth about Rs 11,581 crore for 

the State which included  111 MW 

Sawara Kuddu HydroElectric Project 
virtually from  Mandi constructed by the 

HP Power Corporation Ltd (HPPCL) at a 

cost of Rs 2,082 crore.  

 He also laid foundation stones of Rs 

7,000 crore Renuka ji Dam on Giri 

river in Sirmour district and 66 MW 

Dhaulasidh Hydro Electric Project, a 

joint venture between the Government of 

India and the State Government located 

on the Beas river in Hamirpur and 

Kangra districts.  

 In addition to this, he laid the foundation 

stone of 210 MW Luhri Stage-I hydro-

electric project to be constructed by 

spending an amount of Rs 1811 crore on 

Satluj river in Shimla and Kullu 

districts of the State. 

 When the Shree Renukaji Dam project 

on the Giri river is completed, a large 

area will be directly benefited by it. 

Whatever income will be generated from 

this project, a large part of it will also be 

spent on development here. 

 Renuka ji National Project would not 

only generate 200 million unit of energy 

in a surface power house with 40 MW 

installed capacity, but would also meet 

the 40 per cent drinking water 

requirement of Delhi by supplying 23 

cubic meter water per second to National 

Capital Territory of Delhi. 

 Prime Minister said it has benefited the 

people of Himachal Pradesh to have a 

double-engine government in the state 

and at the Centre as the speed of 

development projects and the 

implementation of different schemes have 

got momentum. 

 The vaccine coverage of cent percent 

eligible population in the State was the 

result of dedicated and committed efforts 

of the State Government.   

 It was due to the double engine 

government at the Centre and the State 

that today the State has six medical 

colleges in Government sector and one in 

private sector, Atal Tunnel, Satellite 

Centre PGI at Una, apart from AIIMS 

at Bilaspur. 

 „Ease of Living‟ of the people of the 

country is one of the foremost priorities 

and electricity plays a huge role in this.  

 Hydro-power projects launched reflect 

India’s commitment to eco-friendly 

development.  

 If India is called the pharmacy of the 

world today, then Himachal is the force 

behind it. Himachal Pradesh has helped 

not only other states but also other 

countries during the Corona global 

pandemic. 

Second Ground Breaking Ceremony of 287 

Investible Projects Worth Rs 28,197 Cr 

 The Prime Minister also presided over the 

second Ground Breaking Ceremony of 

the Himachal Pradesh Global Investors‟ 

Meet at Mandi.  

 In the event, 287 Investible Projects 

worth Rs 28,197 crore were grounded.  

 These grounded projects are expected to 

provide impetus to economic 

development in the region as well as 

generate around one lakh job 

opportunities. 

 He also unveiled the „Swaran Jayanti 

Energy Policy‟ of the State on the 

occasion and  also released Coffee Table 

Book, ‘Seva aur Siddhi Ke, 4 Saal 
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Samridhi Ke‟, highlighting the four 

years achievements of the present State 

Government, brought out by the 

Information and Public Relations 

Department. 

 A documentary film based on various 

achievements of the present State 

Government brought out by the 

Department was also screened on the 

occasion.  
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VI  HYDROPOWER SECTOR 

 

1. MODERNISATION OF BAIRA 

SIUL HYDRO POWER STATION 

 Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) 

has completed Renovation and 

Modernisation (R&M) and commissioned 

the third and final unit of the 3x60 MW 

Baira Siul Hydro Power Station located 

in Chamba district of Himachal Pradesh. 

 The first and second units of the station 

have already been renovated and 

commissioned in December, 2019 and 

October, 2020 respectively. 

 BHEL had won the order for R&M of the 

three units of Baira Siul Hydro Power 

Station amidst stiff competitive bidding. 

 Set up in 1981, Baira Siul is the first 

hydro station of NHPC Limited and the 

first to be taken up for comprehensive 

Renovation and Modernisation (R&M). 

 The R&M of the project will result in 

restoration of output capacity and 

improvement in efficiency, besides leading 

to better plant availability and life 

extension of equipment. 

 Notably, BHEL is also the Original 

Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) of the 

hydro units, which have been successfully 

operating for over 35 years before being 

taken up for comprehensive R&M. 

 BHEL's scope in the project comprised 

design, manufacture, supply, replacement 

and commissioning of critical parts of 

Turbines and auxiliaries, Governors, 

Generators and Control and Monitoring. 

 The equipment has been supplied from 

BHEL's manufacturing units at Bhopal, 

Bengaluru and Jhansi, while the on-site 

installation activities were carried out by 

the company's Northern Region division, 

Noida. 

 Currently, BHEL is carrying out 

comprehensive R&M of 14 hydro sets 

across the country, aggregating to 639 

MW. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. USE OF HYDROGEN FUEL 

 In the exercise of becoming a model state 

in Himachal Renewable Energy, the use 

of hydrogen fuel will be included in the 

new energy policy to be released soon.  

 The new energy policy will replace the 

2006 hydro energy policy. In this new 

policy, along with green hydrogen, 

energy storage resources like pump 

storage, battery etc. will also be promoted. 

 The research of hydrogen energy is still in 

the initial stage. Hydrogen poses no threat 

to global warming. Due to the availability 

of water from above, there can never be 

any shortage of it. If the state is successful 

in its investment, then it will increase 

employment and income in Himachal 

State. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 180 MW: Capacity of Baira Siul Power 

Station. 

 Utilization of the Combined Inflow of 3 

Tributaries of Ravi River: Baira, Siul 

and Bhaledh. 

 Project Headquarter: Surangani, 

Chamba District. 

 Extension of the Life of Baira Siul 

Power Station by Another 25 Years. 
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 For investment in this, the state will give 

surplus power in summer and monsoon to 

hydrogen energy companies so that they 

can produce hydrogen near the common 

sources. 

 Under the new policy, the state has set a 

target of installing 10,000 MW of 

hydropower by 2030. At the same time, 

the target is to generate 20,948 MW of 

energy in this period itself. 

3.  THREE SJVN HYDRO POWER 

PROJECTS  

 Three hydro-electric power projects of 658 

MW capacity were virtually inaugurated 

by Prime Minister.  

 These projects entails investment of Rs 

5,564 crore,  implemented by Satluj Jal 

Vidyut Nigam (SJVN) in Himachal 

Pradesh. 

 At a ceremony in Mandi, Himachal 

Pradesh, PM virtually laid the foundation 

stones of 210 MW Luhri Stage-1 project 

located in Shimla and Kullu districts of 

Himachal Pradesh and 66 MW 

Dhaulasidh project situated in Hamirpur 

and Kangra districts of the state.  

 PM also launched the ground-breaking 

ceremony of the 382 MW Sunni Dam 

project located in Shimla and Mandi 

districts. 

 These projects are being implemented by 

SJVN on build-own-operate-maintain 

(BOOM) basis.  

 The Luhri-1 project and Sunni Dam 

project are on the Satluj river and 

Dhaulasidh project is on the Beas river. 

 In November 2020, the Cabinet 

Committee on Economic Affairs 
approved 210 MW Luhri-1 Hydro Electric 

Project at a cost of Rs 1,810 crore. 

 

 

LUHRI -1 PROJECT 

 Luhri -1 Project shall generate 20 lakh 

mandays job opportunities. 

 Himachal Pradesh would immensely 

benefit with free power worth around Rs 

1,140 crore during the project life cycle of 

40 years. 

DHAULASIDH HYDRO ELECTRIC 

PROJECT 

 The government approved the project cost 

of Rs 687.97 crore for 66 MW 

Dhaulasidh hydro electric project and has 

also accorded a budgetary support of Rs 

21.6 crore. 

 The project is targeted for completion in 

November 2025.  

 On completion, this project will add 304 

million units of energy annually.  

 The project would result in creation of 8 

lakh mandays employment opportunities 

while Himachal Pradesh would benefit 

with free power worth Rs 461 crore from 

the project. 

SUNNI DAM PROJECT 

 

 The project aims to harness the hydel 

potential of Satluj river between Rampur 

and Kol hydroelectric projects. 

 Proposed project is located on Satluj river 

basin with Shimla district falling on its 

left bank and Mandi on right bank. The 

dam is located near Khaira village in 

Shimla district. 

 Sunni Dam Hydroelectric Project is a 

run-of-river scheme.  

 It will be implemented on build-own-

operate maintain (BOOM) basis. 

 The project cost for 382 MW Sunni Dam 

project has been estimated at Rs 3400 
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crore which on completion is expected to 

generate 1,382 million units of electricity 

annually. 

 This project would help in reduction of 11 

lakh tons of carbon dioxide from the 

environment annually. 

 Himachal Pradesh would benefit with 

around Rs 2,587 crore worth of free 

power. 

Dam 

Project 

Capacity River Districts 

Dhaulasidh 66 MW Beas Hamirpur 

& Kangra 

Sunni 382 MW Satluj Shimla & 

Mandi 

Luhri 

Stage-I 

210 MW Satluj Shimla & 

Kullu 

 

LAND ACQUISITION PROCESS FOR 

SUNNI DAM PROJECT 

 

 Himachal Pradesh government has started 

the process to acquire over 698 bighas of 

land for the construction of 382MW 

hydroelectric project by issuing a 

notification under Section 11(1) of Land 

Acquisition Act.  

 Land acquisition would result in 

displacement of 45 families.  

 The social impact assessment of project-

affected areas has revealed that 91% 

primary stakeholders were willing to 

surrender land for acquisition, provided 

appropriate compensation was paid and 

only 8% resisted the process.  

 As per the notification, total 8,007 forest 

trees and 2,914 fruit-bearing trees are in 

the project area.  

 Additional district magistrates of Mandi 

and Shimla have been designated as 

administrators for the purpose of relief and 

rehabilitation process as land to be 

acquired for the project fell in the two 

districts.  

 Land proposed for the project would be 

acquired in the villages of Jaishi, Bharara, 

Khaira, Lunsu, Bathora, Pandhoa, Grehna, 

Talah, Ogli, Kothi, Malgi of Sunni tehsil; 

Jhjnjhun and Majrog of Kumarsain tehsil 

in Shimla disrtrict; and Jaqlin, Bhounra, 

Balog, Phaphan, Parlog, Beludhank, and 

Kharyali of Karsog tehsil of Mandi 

district. 

 Total land requirement for the project is 

44,03,889 sq metre, of which 38,71,915 sq 

metre is forest land and 5,31,974 sq metre 

is private land 

 The construction of these three Projects 

involve total outlay of Rs 5,113 crore and 

would add over 2,444 million units of 

electricity generation to the Nation’s 

capacity annually. 

 Besides providing with 100 units of free 

electricity per month for ten years to the 

Project Affected Families, these Projects 

on completion, would usher in an era of 

overall Socio-Economic development and 

prosperity in the region for generations to 

come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. RENUKAJI DAM PROJECT  

 Renukaji Dam project was made possible 

when six states viz Himachal Pradesh, 

Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan, 

Uttarakhand and Delhi were brought 

CATCHWORDS: 

 210 MW: Capacity of Luhri Stage-1 

Project. 

 66 MW: Capacity of Dhaulasidh 

Project. 

 382 MW: Capacity of Sunni Dam 

Project 
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together by the Centre for making the 

project possible. 

 Fifty-five years after it was first conceived 

by government experts, the Renukaji 

Multi-Purpose Project — located in 

Himachal Pradesh’s Sirmaur district —

 is all set to become a reality. 

 On 27 December 2021, Prime Minister ,in 

a virtual event, laid the foundation for the 

Renukaji dam, which is set to cost Rs 

6,946.99 crore and has been touted as the 

solution to Delhi and the National 

Capital Region’s decades-old drinking 

water problem. 

FEATURES OF THE PROJECT: 

 Built on the Giri river, a tributary of the 

Yamuna, the Renukaji dam site is near 

Dadahu in Himachal Pradesh, 250 

kilometres from Delhi. It is proposed to be 

executed by the Himachal Pradesh 

Power Corporation Limited (HPPCL). 

 The 148-metre-high rock-filled 

structure will be able to store 498 million 

cubic metres of water in its reservoir.  

 The stored water of the Renukaji dam will 

be channelled to Delhi-NCR, UP and 

Haryana from the Hathnikund Barrage, 

to Delhi-NCR again from the Wazirabad 

Barrage, and to UP, Haryana and 

Rajasthan from the Okhla Barrage. 

 The project is a part of the Pradhan 

Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana 

(PMKSY), a scheme for irrigation and 

efficient use of water. With a live storage 

of 0.404 million acre feet (MAF), the 

reservoir is designed to supply 23 cubic 

meters of water (23,000 litres) per second 

to Delhi. 

 Three storage projects are proposed to be 

constructed on the river Yamuna and 

two of its tributaries - Tons and Giri in 

the hilly regions of Uttarakhand and 

Himachal Pradesh of Upper Yamuna 

Basin. 

 These include Lakhwar project on river 

Yamuna in Uttarakhand, Kishau on 

river Tons in Uttarakhand and 

Himachal Pradesh and Renukaji on 

river Giri in Himachal Pradesh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

 The initial investigation work to exploit 

the power potential of the Giri river was 

first carried out by the Government of 

Punjab in 1942.  

 In 1964, the Government of Himachal 

Pradesh started weighing the feasibility of 

two projects, including the Renuka Ji 

dam project. However, the work on the 

other project – Giri Hydroelectric 

Project – started in the 1970s and was 

completed in due course. 

 The Detailed Project Report (DPR) of 

the Renuka Ji dam was accepted by the 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) of 

the Department of Water Resources in 

2000 for a total price of Rs 1,224.64 crore. 

However, the project could not progress 

much owing to some reasons. The DPR of 

the project with an estimated cost of Rs 
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4,596.76 crore was again accepted by the 

TAC in 2015. 

 However, due to the non-signing of the 

Interstate Agreement between 

beneficiary states, the work on the project 

could not be started.  

 After vigorous pursuance by the 

Government of India, the Interstate 

Agreement among six beneficiary states 

viz. Delhi, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, 

Rajasthan, Uttarakhand and Himachal 

Pradesh was signed on January 9, 2019.  

 After the signing of the agreement, the 

DPR was once again accepted by the TAC 

of the Ministry of Jal Shakti on 

December 9, 2019 for Rs 6,946.99 crore.  

 For 27 years, the Himachal government 

kept commissioning various surveys and 

submitting reports to the central and Delhi 

governments for technical and forest 

clearances. In this time, the cost of the 

project also skyrocketed by several 

hundred crore rupees. 

 The cumbersome exercise finally paved 

the way for financial approval on 15 

December,2021 at a meeting of the 

Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs (CCEA), chaired by Prime 

Minister. 

PROCEDURAL HURDLES 

 Official records show that although 

surveys related to the Renukaji dam began 

in 1976, procedural hurdles were created 

at every step. The estimated cost of the 

project was Rs 4,596 crore in 2015. It has 

escalated to Rs 6,946 crore now. 

 After years of delay, on 11 January 2019, 

the Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) for construction of the project was 

signed by chief ministers of the six 

beneficiary states — Jai Ram Thakur 

(Himachal), Manohar Lal Khattar 

(Haryana), T.S. Rawat (Uttarakhand), 

Arvind Kejriwal (Delhi), Ashok Gehlot 

(Rajasthan) and Yogi Adityanath (Uttar 

Pradesh) — in the presence of then-Union 

Water Resources Minister, Nitin Gadkari. 

 The Union Minister held several rounds of 

meetings with chief ministers of the 

beneficiary states to sort out intra-state 

disputes on sharing of water and other 

benefits from the Renukaji project. 

 The late former chief minister of Delhi 

Sheila Dikshit had also pursued the project 

for 15 years during her three tenures. She 

succeeded in getting it declared as a 

‘Project Of National Importance’ during 

Manmohan Singh’s second term as prime 

minister in 2010. Current Delhi CM 

Arvind Kejriwal also continued the efforts. 

 But it was the Union government that 

accelerated the process of various 

clearances after 2015. This culminated in 

the 15 December meeting of the CCEA 

that cleared the project and agreed to bear 

90 per cent of the cost. 

 Former Himachal Pradesh governor 

Bandaru Dattatreya had reviewed the 

progress of the project and written to 

Union Minister for Water Resources 

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat to expedite the 

process of granting investment clearance 

by the Cabinet, which yielded results. 

FUNDING PATTERN 

 According to the clauses of the MoU, 90 

per cent cost of the irrigation and 

drinking water component of the project 

(Rs 3,892 crore) will be provided by the 

central government, whereas 10 per cent 

(Rs 432.54 crore) will be borne by the six 

beneficiary states, in proportion to the 

allocation of water. 

 As a result, Haryana will pay 47.82 per 

cent of the beneficiary states’ share, Uttar 

Pradesh and Uttarakhand will pay 33.65 

per cent each, Rajasthan 9.34 per cent 

and Delhi 6.04 per cent. 
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 Himachal has already spent on the project 

since it began. Delhi and Haryana have 

also contributed their share to become 

eligible for the dam’s benefits. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCES 

 One of the reasons the Renukaji project 

was delayed was opposition from the local 

population and environmental groups 

who feared displacement of 800 families 

residing in 35 villages, apart from serious 

environmental concerns pertaining to 

loss of biodiversity in the area. 

 The state government has claimed that 

1,508 hectares will be in 

the submergence zone due to this project, 

and that compensation has been given to 

affected families and enhanced amount 

will be given in time. 

 At present, the statutory clearances of 

environment and forest have been 
obtained.  

 A total of Rs 577.62 crore will be 

deposited in Himachal’s Compensatory 

Afforestation Fund Management and 

Planning authority (CAMPA) account for 

rehabilitation. 

HUGE BENEFITS OF THE PROJECT: 

 According to the central government, the 

Renukaji project will be ―immensely 

beneficial‖ to the national capital, which 

will be able to receive around 500 million 

cubic metres of water per year.  

 It will also boost power production in 

Himachal Pradesh, generating revenue of 

Rs 120 crore. 

 The Himachal government has projected a 

boom in the local economy due to river 

rafting, water sports etc., besides 

thousands of job opportunities in the area, 

once the project is operational.  

 Four other beneficiary states — Haryana, 

Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 

Rajasthan — will also get water from the 

project for drinking and irrigation 

purposes. 

 The flow of the Giri will increase by 

nearly 110 per cent, enough to meet the 

drinking water needs of the national 

capital and other basin states in the lean 

period. 

 It will also generate 40 MW power 

(installed capacity) of incidental power 

production in Himachal, generating a 

revenue of Rs 120 crore. 

 

 

CURRENT STATUS  

 The construction for the project is 

expected to start by December 2022 and 

will be completed in six years.  

 The project will provide approximately 

13.14 lakh man days of work.  

 In line with the Resettlement and 

Rehabilitation Policy, programmes to 

enhance the employability of the local 

youth will also be conducted. 

http://forestsclearance.nic.in/writereaddata/AdditionalInformation/AddInfoSought/2014_7_71117123121212014_6_61127125412101Renukaji_Dam_SIRDPSinha-Final.pdf
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1785243
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1785243
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 The plan for Catchment Area Treatment 

works with a total outlay of Rs 

1,60,34,25,000 has been included in the 

overall scheme. After commissioning of 

the project, one per cent of the annual 

revenue will be distributed to the 

beneficiaries in the affected area every 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Rs 6946.99 Crore: Cost of RenukaJi 

Dam Project  

 148 Metre High: Rock Fill Dam. 

 200 Millions Units: Energy 

Generation. 

 13.14 Lakh Man Days of Work: 

Employment Generation. 

 December, 2022: Expected Date for 

Construction to Begin. 

 498 Million Cubic Metres of Water: 

Capacity of Storage Reservoir. 

 40 MW Power: Power Production in 

Himachal State. 

 Rs 120 Crore: Generation of 

Revenue for Himachal State. 

 Dadahu, Renuka Ji: Dam Site 

Sirmour District. 

 Himachal Pradesh Power 

Corporation Limited (HPPCL): 

Execution Agency. 

 Giri River, a tributary of Yamuna: 

Storage Project. 

 Funding Pattern: 

 90% of the Cost of Irrigation 

or Drinking Water Component 

will be Provided by the Central 

Government. 

 10% will be Provided by Rest 

of the Basin States. 
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VII. ENERGY SECTOR 

 

1. GRID CONNECTIVITY FOR 

LAHAUL VALLEY 

 The residents of Lahaul in Himachal 

Pradesh can expect uninterrupted power 

even during winter months as cables 

supplying electricity to the tribal valley 

have been routed through the all-weather 

Atal Tunnel. 

 Lahaul fed power through a 33-kV 

transmission line that emanated from a 

substation in Palchan (Kullu district), 

passed though Rohtang Pass and had its 

endpoint in Sissu (a town in Lahaul). 

NEW GRID  

 New transmission line has been routed to 

Lahaul via Atal Tunnel. 

 The only power line to the valley earlier 

passed through Rohtang. 

 Earlier, snags couldn’t be rectified for 

months at Rohtang due to heavy snow. 

 As Rohtang remained inaccessible for 

three to four months due to heavy snow, 

restoring power was difficult in case of a 

breakdown. 

 The 4.5-MW Thirot powerhouse in 

Lahaul used to light up the tribal valley 

whenever a snag occurred at Rohtang. 

 But due to its limited generation, a large 

portion of the tribal belt went without 

power for weeks or even months. 

 Work on the project to provide alternate 

and reliable 33kV grid connectivity for 

Lahaul had been completed by routing 

XLPE (cross linked polyethylene) cable 

through the tunnel. 

 A joint team comprising HPSEB and 

BRO engineers was testing the power 

line for the past around a fortnight. 

 The installation has been completed a 

week ahead of the November 15 deadline. 

 The supply load to Lahaul valley has 

been shifted to the new transmission link. 

 About 8,000 consumers under Keylong 

electrical division are expected to benefit 

from the new line. 

 Hailing the government and the HPSEB 

for fulfilling their long-pending demand, 

Lahaul residents said it would prove a 

boon for the valley, which had emerged 

as a tourist hub after the opening of the 

Atal Tunnel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Laying of Power Transmission Lines 

from Palehan near Mandi to Lahual 

valley Through Atal Tunnel. 

 Connections of 33/11 KV Sub-Stations 

at Sissu, Karga and Thirot with the 

New Transmission Line. 
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VIII. GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS 

 

1. GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATIONS TAG FOR 

CHAMBA CHAPPAL 

Intricately embroidered leather ‘chappal’ of 

Chamba have been registered under the 

Geographical Indications (GI), which will help 

prevent its cheap imitation elsewhere in the 

country. 

 With grant of GI tag to Chamba chappal, 

the total number of products from 

Himachal which have got the tag has 

risen to nine. 

This includes: 

 Lahaul’s knitted socks and 

gloves. 

 Kullu shawl. 

 Kangra tea. 

 Chamba rumal. 

 Kinnaur’s shawl. 

 Kangra painting. 

 Chulli oil. 

 Kala zeera. 

 Adorned with golden and coloured 

embroidery, the Chamba ‘chappals’ are 

hand made by craftsmen in Chamba 

town. 

 The formalities for getting the GI tag 

were undertaken jointly by the Himachal 

Pradesh Patent Information Centre at the 

HP Council for Science, Technology and 

Environment (HIMCOSTE) and the 

Ambedkar Mission Society, Chamba, 

on behalf of the manufacturers/ 

producers. 

 The grant of the GI tag would 

economically benefit the craftsmen and 

go a long way in helping them market 

their product, especially abroad, as the 

GI tag would ensure authenticity and 

quality of the product. 

 The GI tag has been given under the 

Geographical Indications (GIs) of 

Goods Act, 1999, from the Registrar, 

Geographical Indications. 

 The registration of Chamba ‘chappal’, 

under GI Act will prevent its 

unauthorised production as well as 

misuse of its name.  

 No manufacturer can call a 

‘chappal’ produced outside 

Chamba as ‘Chamba chappal’, as 

this will be under the legal 

provisions of the Act. 

 Under the GI Act, unauthorised use and 

infringement of the registered GI by 

producers other than those from the 

region of origin can result in maximum of 

three-year imprisonment and a fine of 

maximum of Rs 2 lakh. 

 Himachal Pradesh is the first state in 

the country to formulate a policy for 

the registration of products under GI 

Act in 2004. This has greatly helped in 

protecting the interest of the craftsmen.  

 The HIMCOSTE has been holding 

workshops to keep these crafts 

alive and help the artisans by 

giving them a platform to 

showcase their products by way of 

exhibitions. 
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CATCHWORDS: 

 Chamba Chappal: Indigenous Slipper 

Handcrafted from Pure Leather. 

 Handicraft Products: Himachal State’s 

Rich Heritage of Craftsmanship, 

Artistic Detailing and Creativity. 

 Creation of GI Ecosystem. 

 A Model for Ethical Capitalism. 

 Social Entrepreneurship. 

o De-urbanization. 
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IX. REVENUE GENERATION 

 

1.  GOODS AND SERVICE TAX 

(GST) COLLECTION 

 Rs.342 crores have been collected under 

Goods and Service tax (GST) in 

December by the Excise and Taxation 

Department.  

 The GST collections in the present 

financial year up to December 2021 is at 

₹3,157.26 crores as compared to 

₹2,370.45 crores during the same period 

in 2020.  

 The collection was 33% more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. MUKHYA MANTRI 

SWAVALAMBAN YOJANA- 

2019 (MMSY)  

The state government has made amendments in 

the Mukhya Mantri Swavalamban Yojana- 

2019 (MMSY) by giving five-year relaxation in 

the upper age limit for women applying under 

the scheme and adding new activities. 

 Small-scale service and business 

enterprises, such as silage units, Unnat 

Dairy Vikas Project (minimum 10 cows 

or buffaloes), cold storage facilities for 

milk and milk products, farm stay, agro 

tourism, farm tourism, construction of 

retail outlets for agriculture, 

manufacturing of agricultural implements 

and equipment, raising of vegetable 

nursery, tissue culture laboratory, 

warehousing and transportation of 

agricultural produce, vertical farming, 

petrol pumps, EV charging stations, 

ambulance, silk processing unit, silk 

reeling units, oxygen cryogenic tanker 

services, surveyor unit and drilling units 

had been added under the MMSY. 

 A target of benefitting 2,000 people was 

fixed in 2021-22, which had now been 

enhanced to 3,000 and 1,350 cases have 

been sanctioned under the scheme till 

date. Earlier, the state government was 

providing subsidy for 85 activities under 

the scheme. 

 The government had approved the 

proposed amendments in MMSY-19, 

recommended by a committee constituted 

under the chairmanship of Rural 

Development, Panchayati Raj and 

Agriculture Minister. 
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CATCHWORDS: 

 Promotion of Self-Employment 

Opportunities. 

 Providing Livelihood to Local 

Youth. 

 Encouraging Local 

Entrepreneurships. 

 Merger of the Existing Schemes i.e. 

 Mukhya Mantri 

Swavlamban Yojana- 2018. 

 Mukhya Mantri Yuva 

Aajeevika Yojana- 2018. 

 9
th

 Feb, 2019: Commencement of 

Mukhya Mantri Swavlamban 

Yojana. 
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B.  ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT SECTION

I DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

1. LANDSLIDES AND HYDRO 

POWER PROJECTS 

 Heavy construction in the eco-fragile 

Kinnaur and Lahaul and Spiti regions 
is destabilising slopes, making them more 

susceptible to slippage. 

 The devastating flash floods and 

landslides in Lahaul Spiti and Kinnaur in 

Himachal Pradesh have once again 

compelled the locals to agitate against the 

high-handed policies of the Union and 

State Governments of constructing 

dozens of power projects on river basins 

to generate electricity. 

 Kinnaur has some of the biggest hydel 

projects including the 1,000 MW 

Karcham Wangtoo and 300 MW Baspa 

project which has disturbed the ecology 

of the region.  

 Protesting villagers holding banners, 

“Save Kinnaur: No means No” 
have made it clear that they would 

not allow the construction of the 

proposed 804 MW Jangi Thopan 

hydel project.  

 Social and cultural organisations, 

panchayati raj institutions and 

mahilamandals have come forward 

to register protest environmental 

degradation, especially through hydel 

power generation. 

 According to experts, India accounts for 

about 18 per cent of the total global 

fatalities due to landslides in 

Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu 

& Kashmir and Ladakh. 

 This region has witnessed over 65 per 

cent of the landslides in the country 

followed by the North-eastern 

Himalayas and the Western Ghats. 

 Traditionally, rain and earthquakes are 

known to cause a large movement of 

rock, soil and debris, but the 

construction of roads and buildings, 

mining and hydropower projects are now 

increasingly destabilising slopes, making 

them more susceptible to slippage. 

 Experts have cautioned that the tribal 

districts of Kinnaur and Lahaul Spiti 
are eco-fragile and setting up of power 

projects there may prove disastrous for 

the entire region. They pointed out that 

Uttarakhand too has experienced the 

adverse effects of power projects where 

landslides and flash floods are a normal 

occurrence now. 

 More than 16 mega and 30 micro power 

projects have been proposed in Lahaul 

Spiti on the banks of Chenab and other 

rivers. These power projects will also 

result in the melting of glaciers at a 

faster pace. 

 As per the data shared by the Disaster 

Management Cell of the Revenue 

Department, 16 slides occurred in 

Lahaul and Spiti district, five each took 

place in Mandi and Shimla, three each 

in Solan, Kinnaur and Chamba while 

two landslides occurred in Sirmaur and 

Kangra districts. 

 The major slides included one at 

Nugalsari in Kinnaur district on August 

11 in which 28 persons lost their lives 

while 13 sustained injuries. 

 Massive boulders triggered by landslide 

hit a Tempo Traveller killing nine 

persons and injuring three near Batseri 

village on Sangla-Chitkul road in 

Kinnaur on July 25. 

 Another reason for environmental 

degradation in the hills is due to the 

construction of roads and highways 
which, ironically, are necessity. 
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 While planning the repair of affected 

areas in the hills, it needs to be 

remembered that the outer and lesser 

Himalayas comprised unstable strata 

owing to the young folded mountains and 

these sections have very weak to poorly 

cemented sedimentary rocks that lack 

inherent strength. 

 The construction of roads, dams, and 

other infrastructure in such ranges and 

strata, regardless of extreme precautions 

and environment-friendly techniques that 

are least invasive, does not guarantee 

adequate protection to the foundation or 

the slopes; blasting, which is used as a 

faster and economical method of 

infrastructure construction, and should 

be avoided. 

 Unfortunately, India is still short of a 

robust mechanism to respond in advance 

to natural disasters such as landslides and 

flash floods. It explains so many 

casualties due to these disasters. 

 There has been some progress in 

providing flash flood data since 2020 

after the department inked a collaboration 

with the US based Hydrological 

Research Centre and World 

Meteorological Organisation.  Some baby 

steps have been also been taken on 

landslide forecasting. 

 The Government need to invest more on 

the research projects in universities which 

may lead to making the forecasting of 

landslides and flood floods possible and 

prevent the loss of life and property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II  WILD LIFE 

1. HUMAN WILDLIFE CONFLICT 

The Himachal Pradesh Government has decided 

to identify hotspots with concentration of 

leopards in and around Shimla and take steps 

to minimise chances of man-animal conflict. The 

development followed increasing attacks by 

leopards in the city. 

 A committee headed by Divisional 

Forest Officer (DFO), Shimla, will be 

constituted to gauge the problem and 

suggest remedies.  

 Representatives of the Shimla Municipal 

Corporation and district 

administration will be the members. 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Landslides: Major Hydro-

Geological Hazards. 

 Causes of Landslides 

 Natural Causes: 

 Earthquakes 

 Heavy Rainfall 

 Anthropogenic Causes: 

 Mining 

 Deforestation 

 Unsustainable Tourism 

 Infrastructure Development  

 National Landslide Risk 

Management Strategy (2019) 
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RISING INCIDENTS OF MAN-ANIMAL 

CONFLICT 

 There is fear among people over leopard 

attacks. 

 A boy was killed in Shimla’s Downdale 

area on Diwali. 

 The incident sparked angry protests by 

locals, who want the animal to be 

declared ‘maneater’ and hunted down. 

 The frequent attacks by leopards in 

the state capital have sparked series 

of protests by various 

organisations.  

 The latest incident in which a 

seven-year-old boy was killed in 

Downdale area on Diwali night has 

created fear among people.  

 The forest officials have been 

directed to install cameras and lay 

traps.  

 The SMC has been told to put up 

streetlights in vulnerable localities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. COUNTING OF MIGRATORY 

BIRDS 

 As many as 68,188 migratory birds 

have thronged the Pong Wetland, lying 

on the foothills of Kangra district, in a 

fortnight. 

 15 teams of wildlife wing were deployed 

for counting migratory birds at the Pong 

wetland, on the foothills of Kangra 

district. 

 Birds from Siberia, Mongolia, Tibet, 

china, Pakistan and Iraq, through the 

wetland with the onset of winter making 

this man-made water body eco-

friendly.  

 These return in march as spring season 

sets in. 

 The annual count would be held 

in January end, when the highest 

number of migratory birds arrive 

at the wetland, also known as 

Maharana Pratap Sagar. 

 The wildlife wing of the state 

Forest Department estimated the 

arrival of 88 different species.  

 The department also deployed 15 

wildlife teams for the estimation 

count. 

 As per the official information, the 

annual count will be held on 

January 31. 

 According to Divisional Forest 

Officer, Wildlife, Hamirpur, the 

main 20 species of migratory birds 

which arrived till November 15 at 

the Pong Wetland are bar-headed 

goose (27,139), common coot 

(12,867), northern pintail (5,291), 

little cormorant (3,339), common 

teal (4,445), common pochard 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Negative Interactions between 

Humans and Animals. 

 Causes of Human Wildlife Conflict: 

 Agricultural Expansion. 

 Human Settlement. 

 Deforestation. 

 Overgrazing by Livestock. 

 Illegal Grass Collection and 

Poaching  

 Need for Human-Wildlife Co-

Existence. 
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(4,229), ruddy shelduck (1,654), 

gadwall (1,118), spot-billed duck 

(948), northern shoveler (423), 

common moorthen (420), tern 

(341), eurasian wigeon (594), 

black-winged stilt (209), brown-

headed gull (185), river lapwing 

(269), little grebe (253), great 

cormorant (268), purple moorthen 

(370) and barn swallow (425). 

 The department had also deployed 

12 teams to conduct daily 

surveillance of the whole wetland 

area to check poaching of 

migratory birds. 

 Sprawling over an area of 24,000 

hectares in Jawali, Dehra and 

Fatehpur subdivisions of lower 

Kangra district, the Pong lake 

(wetland) has become a major 

attraction for tourists visiting 

Himachal and these winged visitors 

are the star attraction for them. 

 The number of migratory birds crosses 

the 1 lakh-mark at the peak of the winter. 

 The birds return in March to their native 

land such as Siberia, China, Tibet, 

Mongolia and Iraq. 

 More than 1, 08,578 birds of 96 species 

were counted in 2021 at the Pong Dam 

Lake Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 Of them, water-dependent migratory 

birds were 1,01,431 of 51 species and 

water-dependent resident birds were 

6,433 of 29 species. As many as 714 

birds of 16 other species were also 

recorded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. YELLOW – THROATED MARTEN 

The yellow-throated marten was spotted in jungle 

Dhamsu in Manali. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Convention on the Conservation of 

Migratory Species of Wild Animals. 

 State of India‟s Birds Report 

(SOIB). 

 Reasons Behind Decreasing 

Numbers of Migratory Birds: 

 The Change in the Pattern of 

Cropping. 

 Increasing Water Level. 

 Unregulated Human Activities. 

 Contractual Fishing. 

 Cultivation of Water Chestnuts. 

 

 Pong Dam Lake, created after a dam was 

built on the Beas River, is spread in an area 

of 24,529 hectares (60,610 acres) of which 

15,662 hectares (38,700 acres) is the 

wetland. 

 It was declared a wildlife sanctuary by the 

state government in 1986 and the Central 

Ministry of Environment declared it as a 

national wetland in 1994. It got a status of 

Ramsar Site in 2002. 

 Ramsar site is a wetland designated to be 

of international importance under the 

Ramsar Convention international treaty of 

1971. 
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 The yellow-throated marten (Martens 

flavigula) is a marten species native to 

Asia.  

 It is listed as Least Concern (LC) on the 

IUCN Red List due to its wide 

distribution, evidently relatively stable 

population, occurrence in a number of 

protected areas, and lack of major threats. 

 The yellow-throated marten is also 

known as the kharza and chuthraul, 

and is the largest marten in the Old 

World, with the tail making up more than 

half its length. Its fur is brightly colored, 

consisting of a unique blend of black, 

white, golden-yellow and brown.  

 It is an omnivore, whose sources of food 

range from fruit and nectar to small deer.  

 The yellow-throated marten is a fearless 

animal with few natural predators, 

because of its powerful build, its bright 

coloration and unpleasant odor. It shows 

little fear of humans or dogs, and is easily 

tamed. 

 The yellow-throated marten has 

relatively short fur which lacks the 

fluffiness of the pine marten, sable and 

beech marten. 

 The winter fur differs from that of other 

martens by its relative shortness, its 

harshness and its luster. It is also not as 

dense, fluffy and compact as that of other 

martens.  

 The hairs on the tail are short and of 

equal length over the whole tail. The 

summer fur is shorter, sparser, less 

compact and lustrous.  

 The color of the pelage is unique among 

martens, being bright and variegated. 

 

 

 

 The top of the head is blackish-brown 

with shiny brown highlights, while the 

cheeks are somewhat more reddish, with 

a mixture of white hair tips.  

 The fur is a shiny brownish-yellow color 

with a golden tone from the occiput along 

the surface of the back.  

 The tail is of a shiny pure black color, 

though the tip has a light, violet wash.  

 The yellow-throated marten holds 

extensive, but not permanent, home 

ranges. It actively patrols its territory, 

having been known to cover over 10 to 

20 km in a single day and night.  

 It primarily hunts on the ground but can 

climb trees proficiently, being capable of 

making jumps up to 8 to 9 meters in 

distance between branches.  

 The yellow-throated marten is a diurnal 

hunter, which usually hunts in pairs, but 

may also hunt in packs of three or more. 

It preys on rats, mice, hares, snakes, 

lizards, eggs and ground-nesting birds 

such as pheasants and francolins. 

 In the Himalayas and Burma, it is 

reported to frequently kill muntjac fawns. 

The young of larger ungulate species are 

also taken but within a weight range of 10 

to 12 kg. In winter, the yellow-throated 
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marten hunts musk deer by driving them 

onto the ice. Two or three yellow-

throated martens can consume a musk 

deer carcass in 2 to 3 days. 

 Other ungulate species preyed upon by 

the yellow-throated marten include 

young wapiti, spotted deer, roe deer and 

goral. Wild boar piglets are also taken on 

occasion. It may prey on panda cubs and 

smaller marten species, such as sables.  

 Like other martens, it supplements its diet 

with nectar and fruit, and is therefore 

considered to be an important seed 

disperser.  

 The yellow-throated marten has few 

predators, but occasionally may fall foul 

of much larger carnivores; remains of 

sporadic individuals have turned up in the 

scat or stomachs of Siberian tigers and 

Asian black bears. 

 In  Northeastern India, it has been 

reported in Arunachal Pradesh, 

Manipur, Himalayan West Bengal and 

Assam. In the Sunda Shelf, it occurs in 

Borneo, Sumatra, and Java. In Pakistan, it 

has been reported in different valleys of 

Gilgit Baltistan, Deosai National Park, 

Shandur National Park, Phander Valley, 

Ghizer Valley and Danyor Valley. 

 In Nepal’s Kanchenjunga Conservation 

Area, it has been recorded up to 4,510 m 

(14,800 ft) elevation in an alpine 

meadow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III BIODIVERSITY 

1. MEDICINAL VALUE OF 

BURANSH 

 The scientific name of Buransh is 

Rhododendron arboretum. 

 Researchers from the Indian Institute 

of Technology Mandi (IIT, Mandi) and 

New Delhi's International Center for 

Genetic Engineering and 

Biotechnology (ICGIB) have identified 

phytochemicals in the petals of the 

Himalayan plant 'Buransh'.  

 From which the possibility of treatment 

of corona infection (buransh flowers 

prevent corona infection) is being 

expressed.  

 The phytochemical-rich petals of Buransh 

have properties to prevent virus activity 

and fight viruses. 

 The petals of this Himalayan flower are 

consumed by the local population in 

various forms for many health benefits.  

 Various treatment agents are being 

studied, the chemical phytochemicals 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Yellow Throated Marten: Feisty, 

Fearless Predator of the 

Himalayas. 

 A very Adaptable Species. 

 Categorized as Least Concern 

According to IUCN. 

 Large Habitat and Geographic 

Distribution. 

 Need to Understand the Nuances 

of its Population, Behavioral and 

Breeding Ecology. 
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derived from plants have special 

expectation because of the synergy in 

activity between them and being natural, 

they cause less toxicity.  

 Potential molecules from the Himalayan 

flora are being explored from a 

multidisciplinary approach. 

 Under this research, scientists from IIT 

Mandi and ICGEB started scientific 

testing of extracts containing various 

phytochemicals to prevent the virus. 

 Phytochemicals were extracted from the 

petals of Buransh and biochemical tests 

and computational simulations were 

studied to understand its anti-viral 

properties. 

 Abundant amounts of quinic acid and its 

derivatives were found in the hot water 

extract of these petals. Molecular activity 

studies have shown that these 

phytochemicals are effective in fighting 

viruses in two ways. 

 By combining phytochemical profiling, 

computer simulation and in vitro anti-

viral assays, it has come to the fore that 

the extract of Buransh petals inhibited the 

formation of Covid-19 virus according to 

the dosage. 

 The researchers also conducted 

experimental tests to show that a non-

toxic dose of the petal extract inhibited 

infection in Vero E6 cells (these cells are 

usually obtained from the kidney of 

African green monkeys for the study of 

virus and bacterial infections) while there 

is no adverse effect on the cells 

themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV CLIMATE CHANGE & 

ENVIRONMENT  

1.  „CATCH THE RAIN‟ 

PROGRAMME 

 Under ‘Catch the Rain‟ programme 

initiated by Bilaspur District, as 826 

conventional and natural water sources 

will be renovated and abandoned hand 

pumps and borewells will be restored.  

 The project is executed by Irrigation 

and Public Health Department. So far, 

32 old ‘bawadis’ have been renovated 

and Rs 25 lakh spent on it. 

 27 water harvesting structures were under 

construction in the district and eight of 

them have been completed. 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Himalayan Flowering Tree 

Possessing Antiviral Properties. 

  Potential to be used in the 

Treatment against SARS- 

COV2. 

  Phytochemicals Extracted from 

the Flower Petals of the Buransh 

Plant. 

 Urgent need for further 

Scientific Studies.  

 Need to Understand the Precise 

Mechanism of Inhibition of 

COVID-19 
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2. ECOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

OF HOT WATER OF 

KHEERGANGA  

The hot water of Kheerganga in Himachal 

Pradesh's Kullu district will reduce pollution in 

coal mines and other industries and will also 

make manure.  

 This has been disclosed in the research of 

Professor Ramkrishna Negi, a resident of 

Chitkul working in Delhi University.  

 The various friendly micro-organisms 

have been found alive in this hot water up 

to 55 degrees centigrade. 

 The bacteria were found to reduce sulfate 

by up to 80% and can also decompose 

hazardous metal particles and chemicals 

in such industries.  

 They can also be used to reduce the ill 

effects of hazardous chemicals in the 

waste products from poultry, dairy and 

more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. JUTE BAGS FOR LAHAUL AND 

SPITI TOURISTS  

 The Lahaul and Spiti administration 

has decided to give jute bags to tourists 

for putting waste and to stop littering in 

the open. 

 After the opening of the Atal Tunnel on 

the Manali-Leh highway, plastic waste 

on roadsides and in water streams of the 

Lahaul valley has increased considerably 

due to a heavy tourist influx. Because of 

a poor garbage disposal system and 

irresponsible behaviour of tourists, the 

beauty of the valley is getting marred. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 National Water Mission 

 “Catch the Rain, Where it Falls, 

When it Falls”. 

 Creation of Appropriate Rain 

Water Harvesting Structures 

(RWHS). 

 Opening of “Rain Centres” in 

Each District. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Natural Hotwater Spring 

Experience. 

 Geothermal Springs. 

 Produced by the Emergence of 

Geothermally Heated 

Groundwater that Rises from the 

Earth‟s Crust. 
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 The district administration has decided 

that a garbage collection centre will be 

set up at the North Portal of the Atal 

Tunnel 

 

 Environmentalists and residents of the 

valley, who have been concerned about 

the issue, have welcomed the decision of 

the administration. Heaps of waste 

dumped along roads, in streams and 

drains and in the snow-clad mountain 

ranges of Koksar was seen. 

 This is in violation of the Solid Waste 

Management Rules, 2016, under the 

Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

The state has failed to enforce the Act 

even in higher altitude eco-sensitive 

areas. There is need to take corrective 

measures. 

 After the opening of the tunnel, the 

tourist influx in the district has increased 

significantly. Many tourists throw 

garbage in the open. To make the district 

clean and beautiful, the administration 

has decided to provide jute bags to 

tourists to put waste and not litter the 

place. At present, orders have been 

placed for10,000 jute bags and these 

will be given to tourists soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. DECLINE IN AREA UNDER 

GLACIERS IN 5 RIVER BASINS  

There has been a considerable decline in the area 

under glaciers in the major river basins of Satluj, 

Beas, Ravi and Chandrabhaga in Himachal 

though there has been an increase in the number 

of lakes, enhancing the potential threat of 

flooding in downstream areas. 

 The latest data compiled by the State 

Centre on Climate Change in the HP 

Council for Science, Technology and 

Environment has revealed that the total 

area under glaciers is shrinking.  

 It is the Beas basin which has 

experienced the maximum decline of 

14.33 per cent in the total area under 

glaciers between 2001 and 2018 followed 

by 8.87 per cent in the Chandra basin. 

 Data compiled from satellite imagery of 

the major river basins in Himachal clearly 

indicates that there is a continuous 

retreading trend in the total area under 

glaciers between 2001 and 2018.  

 There was also a decline in the area under 

snow in Himachal Pradesh over the last 

few years. 

 All this is expected to adversely affect 

generation of hydropower, the main 

revenue-earning sector for the state. 

 The hydro-power sector remains one of 

the main revenue generating sectors in 

Himachal as the state has a potential of 

27,000 MW in the five major river 

basins. The phenomena of decline in the 

total area under glaciers could adversely 

impact power generation as the highest 

generation takes place in the summers 

when there is accelerated melting due to 

high temperatures. 

 In 2020, the Central Government had 

sanctioned more than Rs 1,800 crore for 

the Luhri hydroelectric project on the 

Sutlej river.  

CATCHWORDS: 

 Sustainable and Responsible 

Tourism. 

 Distribution of Jute Bags to 

Tourists in Lahual and Spiti 

District. 

 Compliance with Solid Waste 

Management Rules, 2016. 

 Chattisgarh: The Cleanest State 

in India.  
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 In order to minimise the scope of error, 

the data compilation included very 

minute examination of the reduction in 

area under glaciers in the Spiti, Baspa 

and Pin basins. A comparison of the 

satellite images taken in 2001, 2006, 

2016 and 2018 was undertaken to arrive 

at the overall decline in sq kms. 

 Based on a 2019 study, the Satluj basin 

has the highest 562 lakes, Chenab basin 

242 lakes, Beas basin 93 lakes and Ravi 

basin 37 lakes. The previous year studies 

had already indicated the phenomena of 

increase in the number of glacial lakes 

which could pose a potential threat to the 

downstream areas, inhabited by 

population all along the rivers. 

 The most worrisome area remains the 

Karcham and Nathpa region in the 

Satluj river basin in Kinnaur district. 
There has been considerable concern over 

this aspect especially against the 

backdrop of the catastrophe in Chamoli 

in Uttarakhand.  

 Some of the largest hydro-power 

projectrs including the 1500 MW Nathpa 

Jhakri, 1000 MW Karcham Wangtoo and 

300 MW Baspa projects are located in the 

Baspa-Satluj basin, which is considered 

to be most vulnerable. 

 The council has undertaken detailed study 

of the Geepang Lake in Lahaul Spiti 

district to identify the potential locations 

which could be susceptible to damage in 

case the lake bursts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 While the problem of glaciers melting 

may be attributed to factors such as rise 

in temperature, erratic weather 

pattern and climate change, care has to 

be taken to ensure that the disasters are 

not man-made.  

 Continuous monitoring of the glaciers 
and the points of origin of rivers is 

required along with a state of 

preparedness in downstream areas to 

avert and minimise damage from possible 

calamities.  

GLOBAL CLIMATE PATTERN 

 Environmentalists have expressed concern 

over the reducing precipitation trend.  

 The average temperature rise in the region 

is faster than the peninsular region.  

 The temperature in the high altitudes areas is 

rising faster than the plains.  

 It has been observed in the past few years 

that on an average relatively more moisture 

is being carried towards the Himalayas.  

 But for snowfall to occur the temperature 

needs to drop to sub-zero level, so though 

there’s enough moisture the snowfall is 

declining as the temperature has been rising. 

 The climate pattern at global level is 

changing. Rapid deforestation, extensive 

construction and unregulated activities 

are the contributing factors. These factors 

may be seen as small at local level but are 

certainly adding up. 

 



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com  87 
 

 The country has been prioritising the use 

of new and renewable sources of 

energy. There is already demand to 

reduce the use of coal for power 

generation in view of pollution. Proper 

watch is required to protect and harness 

the country‟s water resources. 

Year Area under Snow 

cover 

2019-20 23,542 sq km 

2020-21 19,183 sq km 

Decline 34.4 sq km 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. NEED FOR ENVIRONMENTALLY 

SENSITIVE WASTE 

MANAGEMENT 

In an environmentally fragile state like 

Himachal Pradesh, the dangers of overlooking 

the possible risks emanating from development 

projects cannot be underestimated, as is evident 

from the state forest department asking the 

National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) 

to take corrective action after debris from road-

building was found dumped along the Beas.  

 The NHAI has been asked to plant 

saplings using the jute matting 

technology to help prevent landslides.  

 With the Centre sanctioning a number of 

projects, damage to the environment 

needs to be prevented through periodic 

checks. 

 The NHAI used technology like plastic 

and polythene waste in constructing the 

Jammu-Srinagar highway because it is 

believed to be more resistant to wear and 

tear.  

 The possibility of using plastic as fuel in 

cement plants has also been explored. 

 Non-biodegradable material which 

includes construction and demolition 

waste have also been recycled for use in 

building highways, providing great 

relief for civic bodies and the local 

residents as piles of waste can pose threat 

to public health. 

 Himachal Pradesh has found controlling 

pollution in the Beas to be tough also 

because of the waste generated from 

adjacent towns being dumped into the 

river and its tributaries, which points to 

the problem of urban waste management 

and the water bodies increasingly getting 

polluted for want of treatment facilities. 

 The NHAI, while coming up with 

solutions, should also take the lead in 

preventing the unscientific disposal of 

waste because while construction of roads 

is a pre-requisite for development, it 

cannot be at the cost of the environment. 

 Agencies executing work on its behalf 

should give an undertaking to abide by 

the norms and face action for violations. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Receding Glaciers in Himachal 

State. 

 Shift in Snowfall Patterns. 

 18.5% Decline in the Area 

under Snowcover. 

  Responsible Factors: 

 Climate Change 

 Increase in Green House 

Gases. 

 Erratic Weather Pattern  

 Long term implications on water 

availability in the river basins. 
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 Himachal is not just ecologically 

sensitive but also aware, with villagers 

protesting disruption to their lives over 

the dumping of waste and boycotting 

elections over anticipated damage to the 

environment.  

 Public awareness can act as a check 

because only sustainable development 

can be the best bet for a hill-state prone to 

the vagaries of nature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. DIVERSION OF FOREST LAND 

FOR SEVERAL PROJECTS IN 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

The Supreme Court has allowed the 

Himachal Pradesh to divert 23,5726 hectare 

forest land for construction of 54 public 

projects, including 47 roads, in the hilly state. 

 The projects – involving felling of 262 

trees – is expected to benefit a population 

of 21,902 people. 

 The clearance of the aforementioned 

projects is subject to the State of 

Himachal Pradesh taking steps for 

identification of land for reforestation as 

per the earlier directions of this Court. 

 Under an earlier verdict of the top court, 

permission of the Green Bench is needed 

for diversion of forest land for any other 

purpose. 

 It allowed the state government’s plea 

seeking direction for diversion of forest 

land under the Scheduled Tribes and 

other Traditional forest Dwellers 

(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 

2006 (FRA) for construction of the said 

projects. 

 The top court also directed the state to 

file an affidavit giving particulars of the 

land identified and the steps taken in 

accordance with law for the 

reafforestation.  

 The application for permission of 

diversion of forest land for public 

purpose had been examined by the 

Centrally Empowered committee 

(CEC) which had made 

recommendations for granting clearance. 

 The Supreme Court had on February 15 

given clearance to 138 projects, including 

several Hydro and one Hybrid Electric 

Projects, involving diversion of 614 

hectare land in Himachal Pradesh that 

had been hanging fire for several years. 

 It had also given the green signal for 289 

other projects involving diversion of 122 

hectare forest land subject to certain 

conditions. 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Waste Management: A Significant 

Environmental Challenge. 

 Challenges of Waste Management:- 

 Remoteness 

 Topographical Configuration. 

 Increasing Urbanization. 

 Hard Climate. 

 Improper Disposal Methods. 

 Initiatives 

 Ban on Single use Plastic. 

 Polluters‟ Pay Principle. 

 Mass Awareness Programs. 

 Waste Recycling. 
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V SUSTAINALE ENERGY  

1.  SOLAR HAMAM 

Aimed at providing clean energy solutions to 

households in mountainous regions while 

conserving forests, mitigating carbon emission 

and freeing women from the drudgery of 

fuelwood collection, a locally designed and 

branded „Solar Hamam‟ heating system is 

gaining popularity in the villages of Himachal 

Pradesh, Ladakh and Uttarakhand. 

 Households in the mountains depend on 

natural resources for fuel, fodder, 

nutrition, health, agriculture, employment 

and livelihood.  

 According to the 2011 census, almost 

85% of rural households in India are 

dependent on traditional biomass fuels.  

 In the Himalayan region, at altitudes 

above 2,000 meters, winters are harsh and 

it’s cold throughout the year, compelling 

households to rely on wood fires as the 

source of energy for various activities for 

up to 16-17 hours in a day.  

 More than 50% of wood collected is used 

in heating water and living spaces, 

making it one of the leading causes for 

the degradation of forests. Women and 

children toil hard to collect fuelwood. 

 In recent years, researchers at the 

Himalayan Research Group (HRG), a 

part of the Government of India’s 

Department of Science and Technology 

Core Support Programme of Science for 

Equity Empowerment and 

Development (SEED) division, have 

worked on technological interventions to 

find sustainable solutions. 

 It was in 2004 that they started designing 

a simple and cost-effective solar water 

and space heating system for rural 

households.  

 In 2008, they had an artisan-fabricated 

prototype, the Solar Hamam, which was 

evaluated for performance, safety and 

maintenance in rural households. 

 It was found to be cost-effective, and 

utilises local materials and skills. After 

these encouraging results, over 1,200 

Solar Hamam systems have been installed 

in Himachal Pradesh, Ladakh and 

Uttarakhand. 

 The Solar Hamam provides an anti-

freezing outlet and 15-18 litres of 

boiling hot water at a maximum 

temperature of 90°C within the first solar 

illumination of 30-35 minutes in the 

morning.  

 Successive batches of hot water are 

available at a gap of 15-20 minutes. Post-

installation maintenance is minimal.  

 Fabricated by rural artisans, mainly 

carpenters, it has also helped generate 

employment.  

 The Solar Hamam won the Himachal 

Pradesh State Innovation Award for 

2016-17. 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Diversion of Forest Land for 

Development Projects. 

 Role of Supreme Court in 

Striking a Balance Between 

Environment and Development. 

 Impetus to Hydro and Hybrid 

Electric Projects. 

 Strong Need for Reafforestation. 
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 The maximum saving in fuelwood was 

observed in the winter. It not only 

resulted in saving time for women but 

also a visible improvement in their health 

and hygiene due to the availability of hot 

water. Rural artisans acquired new skills 

in fabrication.  

 Thus, significant environmental, social 

and economic benefits were observed. 

 About seven million households inhabit 

the Indian Himalayan region. On average, 

different studies have found an average 

reduction of five tonnes of carbon 

dioxide emission per household per 

annum, demonstrating these installations 

will contribute significantly to the 

national agenda on climate change 

mitigation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. SUSTAINABLE AND GREEN 

MOBILITY SOLUTIONS  

Having been one of the leading states to start use 

of electric vehicles for public transport, the 

Himachal Government now plans to start a pilot 

project to make two tourist towns as model 

cities for electric vehicle readiness and 

adoption. 

 The Cabinet has given nod to the Draft 

Electric Vehicles Policy and it will soon 

start electric vehicle project in two tourist 

towns, be it Shimla, Manali, 

Dharamsala or Dalhousie so that people 

can be encouraged to switch over to 

pollution-free electric vehicles.  

 The use of electric vehicles will go a long 

way in reducing pollution levels. 

ZONES 

 Under the pilot project in any two tourist 

towns, low or zero emission zones will 

be created where only electric vehicles, 

walking or cycling will be permitted.  

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Clean Energy Solutions. 

 Solar Hamam Heating System. 

 Technological Interventions for 

Sustainable Solutions. 

 Mitigation of Household Carbon 

Emission. 

 Significant Environmental, Social 

and Economic Benefits. 

 A 2018-19 joint study conducted by Dr. Lal, 

Maninder Jeet Kaur and D.K. Thakur showed 

that the Solar Hamam on average achieved 

saving of 31.47% and 45.41% fuelwood in 

selected villages in Himachal Pradesh’s Kullu 

and Mandi, respectively, where 204 Solar 

Hamams of 100 litres per day capacity were 

installed. 

 In March 2021, a paper on the Solar Hamam 

titled „Efficient fuelwood consumption with 

innovative solar water-heating system for 

forest conservation and mitigation of 

household carbon emission research‟ was 

published in the peer reviewed Current 

Science journal. 
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ROLE OF LOCAL URBAN BODIES 

 The local urban bodies will be asked to 

identify the zones, regulations and 

timings.  

PRIORITY AREAS 

 Priority will be given to tourist spots, 

eco-sensitive areas and reserve forests so 

as to have minimum emission levels. 

AIM 

 The Electric Vehicle Policy aims to 

support sustainable, safe, eco-friendly 

and integrated mobility solutions in the 

hill state.  

 The government has set a target to 

convert 15 per cent of the 21 lakh 

vehicles into electric vehicles for which 

incentives will be offered in the policy.  

PRESENT STATUS 

 Presently, 75 electric buses are being 

plied by the Himachal Road Transport 

Corporation (HRTC) besides 50 electric 

taxis and 150 three wheelers. 

 The policy envisages use of electric 

vehicles by government institutions and 

in public transport.  

INCENTIVES 

 In order to encourage people to use 

electric vehicles, certain incentives like 

road tax exemption leviable under 

Himachal Pradesh Vehicles Taxation Act, 

1972 and permit exemptions have already 

been given.  

 Also, there would be exclusive reserved 

parking for electric vehicles with 

charging infrastructure in high-volume 

parking spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHALLENGE AHEAD 

 The challenge faced by the government is 

to provide a network of public 

charging station, both in the cities as 

well as on the highways. This will 

include the fast charging stations on the 

busy national highways and slow 

charging ones on the state highways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Model Cities for Electric Vehicle 

Readiness and Adoption. 

 Creation of Zero Emission Zones. 

 Sustainable, Safe, Eco-friendly and 

Integrated Mobility soulutions. 

 Protecting Ecologically Fragile 

Area. 

 Need for Network of Public 

Charging Stations. 

 Draft Electric Vehicles Policy, 2021 

Himachal is amongst the few states to 

adopt electric vehicles and use them for 

public transport.  

Background 

 It was on the directives of National 

Green Tribunal (NGT) that the 

experiment to use electric vehicles on 

the ecologically fragile 51 kms stretch 

between Manali-Rohtang was 

undertaken. Ever since, these buses are 

being used not just on this route but also 

in the state capital of Shimla. 
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VI  FOREST MANAGEMENT  

1. FODDER MANAGEMENT 

INITIATIVE  

If one travels across the villages in lower- and 

medium-altitude hillside districts in India, one 

is confronted with many stories about women 

victims of fodder collection — particularly 

during the winter months when it is scarce. Since 

women are the ones mainly carrying out the 

tedious task of fodder collection, there are many 

instances of them sustaining serious head, neck 

and back injuries while trying to collect fodder at 

precarious heights. On several occasions, they 

even pay with their lives. 

In an effort to address this under reported but 

crucial aspect of farm economies, an agro 

forestry initiative has been undertaken in 

Himachal Pradesh to promote cultivation of 

Grewia Optiva, common known as „Beul‟. 

 The initiative is being carried out by Dr 

Yashwant Singh Parmar University of 

Horticulture and Forestry at Nauni, in 

Solan district, and has been sanctioned 

by the National Mission on Himalayan 

Studies. It is expected to run over the 

next five years; and it envisages making 

high yielding and nutrient-rich 

varieties of Beul easily available to the 

farmers of Himachal Pradesh. 

 The most tragic part is that there is no 

attempt at collecting empirical data on 

the number of women who have 

sustained serious injuries or have died 

while collecting fodder in these districts.  

 90 per cent of the population in Himachal 

Pradesh is residing in rural areas, and 

majority of them own livestock.  

 The project on Beul is a welcome 

initiative. A Silvi Pastoral Model of 

forestry needs to be adopted where the 

emphasis is on trees, grass and herbs.  

 The government needs to come out with a 

women-centric policy when it comes to 

fodder.      

 Beul is traditionally found along the 

fields. 

 The department of the Tree 

Improvement And Genetic Resources 
is focusing on developing the best 

varieties using canopies so that it assumes 

a standard height with maximum 

branches. It can address the fodder needs 

of the people in the lean season, 

particularly the winter months, by 

providing high nutrients to the animals. 

 5,000 plants will be distributed among to 

farmers in Hamirpur, Kangra and Una 

districts from the monsoon months. The 

distribution will be done in collaboration 

with the Forest Department.  

 Thereafter, the initiative will be extended 

to other districts. The process of 

biological screening will also be initiated 

in the districts where the plants will be 

grown. 

 In Himachal, the grasslands are poor in 

respect of their productive potential and 

carrying capacity; and there is also an 

imbalance in human cattle population 
(1:1.25) which indicates heavy pressure 

on natural forest for fodder, small pole, 

timber and fuel wood etc. 

 The biomass flow from the forest to the 

nearby villages has crossed the carrying 

capacity of natural forests. The fuel 

wood, fodder, timber and other 

resources obtained from arable land are 

not sufficient. Therefore, there is a need 

to develop a Silvi Pastoral Model or 

models with protein-rich tree species 

which provide nutritious fodder to the 

livestock. 
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 Apart from Una, Kangra and 

Hamirpur, Beul is also found in Solan, 

Sirmaur, Bilaspur and parts of Shimla 

and Kullu districts.  

 The tree is leafless only for two months 

— March and April. It highlights that 

Beul has a protein content ranging 

between 19 per cent and 22 per cent. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF BEUL 

 Rich fodder in turn leads to rich milk 

yield, and hence, has a positive impact on 

dairy farming as well. Further, Beul has a 

high level of palatability and 

digestibility with animals.  

 Its stems can be used for making 

charcoal, its wood is durable and can be 

used for making handles of spades, pick 

axes and axes, its fibre can also be used 

for making ropes and the debarked 

branches can be used as torchwood. Rural 

women also use its mucilage to wash 

their hair. 

 Under the current initiative, scientists will 

collect samples of the Beul from six 

districts of Kangra, Una, Bilaspur, 

Solan, Hamirpur and Mandi to evaluate 

fodder production and nutritional 

quality of leaves. 

 The samples will be collected from five 

different areas in each district.  Further, 

they will undertake a biological 

evaluation of the collected germplasm 
and study the growth parameters for 

forage quality and productivity. 

 The experts at the Department of Tree 

Improvement and Genetic Resources 
have already studied over 60 families of 

this tree species and have established a 

nursery of the best 10 families that will 

be used in this project. It is expected that 

besides being helpful in solving the 

fodder shortage, the project will also 

improve farm incomes.  

 The project will be immensely helpful in 

studying this important plant species, 

which is a major source of fodder in 

states like Himachal Pradesh. Over the 

course of the project, the university 

scientists will also raise a nursery of 

superior planting material from 

proven genotypes, and supply the 

planting material to the farmers and the 

state forest department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. BRIQUETTES BEING PREPARED 

FROM PINE LEAVES  

 Forest wealth worth crores is destroyed 

due to fire in the forests during the 

summer season. According to an 

estimate, every year there is a fire in the 

forest of an area equal to 35 thousand 

football fields. In the Himalayan sub-

tropical area, these events take place from 

March to June.  

Catchwords: 

 Foster Conservation and 

Sustainable Management of Natural 

Resources. 

 Enhance Supplementary and/or 

Alternative Livelihoods and Overall 

Economic Well-Being of the Region. 

 Control and Prevent Pollution in 

the Region. 

 Foster Increased/Augmented 

Human and Institutional Capacities 

and the Knowledge and Policy 

Environment in the Region. 

 Strengthen, Greening, and 

Fostering Development of Climate-

Resilient Core Infrastructure and 

Basic Services Assets. 
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 Pine leaves are the main reason for 

forest fires. Earlier there were no pine 

trees in the sub-tropical areas of the 

Himalayas.  

 During the British rule, the work of 

railway expansion was going on fast, at 

that time they needed wood, so the 

British started planting pine trees in this 

area.  

 Every year, due to fire in pine forests, the 

environment is harmed, as well as many 

wild animals are also burnt to ashes. 

Apart from this, the local people who 

collect fodder for their domestic animals 

from these forests and burn the stove by 

collecting dry wood also have to face a 

lot of trouble.  

 Researchers from IIT Mandi have 

taken the initiative to find a solution for 

dry pine leaves.  

 They collected leaves from the forest, 

mixed them with sawdust and wood 

pellets and put them in machines, after 

which magnificent briquettes are 

prepared.  

 For this, dry pine leaves are collected 

from the forests from the dry season of 

March to the arrival of monsoon in July.  

 According to research, the thermal 

energy of pine and lantana leaves were 

found suitable for fuel industries.  

 Their use can be very good in industries 

and areas where fuel is difficult to reach.  

 The government is giving 50 percent 

subsidy to prepare briquettes from pine 

leaves. In this, the maximum subsidy will 

be available up to 25 lakhs.  

 A total of more than 40 applications have 

come to the Forest Department under this 

scheme so far. Subsidy has been released 

to most of these.  

 Briquettes are being prepared from pine 

leaves in these units. They are being sold 

to the cement industry as an alternative 

fuel.  

 This would be of double benefit.  

 The first is that the pine leaves 

responsible for forest fire will not be 

able to harm.  

 Apart from this, there will be some 

income from the sale of briquettes. It 

will cost at least ten lakh rupees to set 

up a small unit.  

 Preparation of briquettes from pine leaves 

will reduce the incidence of forest fires.  

 Apart from this, the state government is 

preparing a project to make toys and 

other items from pine leaves, for which it 

has also discussed about preparing a 

framework for training women and 

unemployed youth. This project will not 

only increase their income (briquettes 

industry in Himachal), but will also help 

in preventing incidents of forest fires. 

Because most fire incidents are caused by 

pine leaves. 

 The state government has decided that 

briquettes being made in small scale 

industries being set up on the basis of 

pine leaves will be purchased at the rate 

of Rs 10 per kg for use as fuel for 

cement industry. This will also provide 

employment opportunities to the local 

people and farmers.  

 In the initial phase of this project, the 

DFO of Mandi was appointed as the 

nodal officer for the machinery 

procurement of the units in this project.  

 Fifty percent subsidy on capital cost 
(Briquettes Industry in Himachal) is 

being given to those who are willing to 

set up these units. 

 The Department of Environment, 

Science and Technology has made it 

necessary for the cement industry to 

substitute at least one per cent of the 
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existing fuel consumption with biomass 

and other solid flammable mediums, 

including briquettes made from pine 

needles and lantana grass.  

 They are compressed at high 

temperatures to make briquettes from 

pine leaves and lantana grass. After a 

certain process they are prepared in the 

form of bricks. These briquettes can be 

used as fuel for the cement industry in 

Himachal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Pine Leaves: Main Reason for 

Forest Fires. 

 Making Briquettes from Pine 

Leaves. 

  50 % Subsidy on Capital Cost of 

Briquettes Industry in Himachal 

State. 

  Briquettes: As Alternative Fuel 

for Cement Industry.  
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C.  GOVERNANCE SECTION 

 

I  DECENTRALIZED 

GOVERNANCE 

 

1. „TRANSFORMATION OF 

ASPIRATIONAL DISTRICTS‟ 

PROGRAMME (ADP) 

 NITI Aayog has provided a financial 

assistance award of ₹ 2 crore to Chamba 

district of Himachal Pradesh.  

 This has been given under the 

„Transformation of Aspirational 

Districts‟ programme for improvisation 

of health facilities and to ensure overall 

development.  

 112 districts of the country are a part of 

this programme. 

 Chamba district had secured the 6th 

position amongst the aspirational districts 

of the country because of the parameters 

including poverty, education status and 

infrastructure.  

 This district has achieved this success 

with the joint efforts of the district 

officials, field staff and local people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. KINNAUR FIRST DISTRICT IN 

COUNTRY TO ADMINISTER BOTH 

DOSES OF COVID VACCINE  

 Kinnaur district has earned the 

distinction of becoming the first district 

in the country to administer both doses 

of Covid-19 vaccine to all eligible 

persons.  

 It surmounted the challenges of a tough 

topography and inclement weather 

conditions to achieve the feat even 

though people were busy in apple 

marketing and harvesting of kharif crops. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Champions of Change: Aspirational 

District Programme. 

 Delta Ranking of Chamba District: 6
th

. 

 3Cs Model 

 Convergence 

 Collaboration 

 Competition 

 Thematic Approach 

 Health 

 Education 

 Basic Infrastructure 

 Agriculture 

 Skill Development and Financial 

Inclusion. 
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 All 60,305 eligible persons above the age 

of 18 years had been fully vaccinated. 

Besides a well-crafted micro plan, 200 

health workers, including doctors and 

paramedical staff, worked hard to achieve 

the target. 

FEAT ACHIEVED 50 DAYS EARLY 

 On August 30, Himachal become the first 

state to administer the first dose to 

53.77 lakh persons above the age of 18. 

 The state government had set the target of 

administering the second dose to all 

eligible persons by November 30. 

 Kinnaur district achieved the target 

around 50 days in advance. 

OPERATIONALISATION: 

 The tribals had scattered landholdings 

and they move to higher hills locally 

called „kadas‟.  

 Panchayat pradhans were roped in to 

keep a track on tribals in the higher hills. 

The villagers were intimated two days in 

advance that mobile teams would reach 

their areas for vaccination. 

 Two or three mobile vans were provided 

in each block. 

 The strategy worked and all eligible 

persons were contacted and vaccinated. 

 The district administration and 

representatives of the panchayati raj 

institutions also played a key role in 

creating awareness and motivating people 

to get vaccinated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. PROPERTY TAX: SOURCE OF 

REVENUE FOR LOCAL URBAN 

BODY 

 From January, 2022 onwards, residents of 

merged areas of the Dharamsala 

Municipal Corporation would have to 

pay property tax. 

 This will double the property tax income 

of the Municipal Corporation from Rs 4 

to Rs 8 crore. 

 Survey has been completed by the  

Municipal Corporation for imposing tax 

on merged areas. 

 The Dharamsala MC would have charged 

property tax on merged areas in 2019 but 

due to COVID-19 pandemic, taxes 

weren't imposed. 

 The residents are opposing the proposed 

tax and it is being a sign of worry. 

 The merged areas have hardly been 

provided any facility by the Dharamsala 

MC during the last five years. The areas 

were also not a part of Dharamsala 

Smart City project as yet. The people 

are likely to oppose urban taxes sans 

facilities. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Partnership of District 

Administration and Local Rural 

Bodies. 

 Overcoming Vaccine Hesitancy. 

 Distinctive Performance of 

Kinnaur District in COVID 

Vaccine Management. 
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4.  HISTORIC MALANA VILLAGE 

 Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister was 

privileged to be the first Chief Minister 

since independence to visit the historic 

Malana village known for having the 

oldest form of democracy in the world 

and seek blessings of deity Jamlu Devta. 

 CM announced ₹1.50 lakh each to 36 

affected families that got affected in a 

major fire disaster in the village on 

October 27 under Mukhya Mantri Awas 

Yojna for construction of house.  

 CM declared that ₹40,000 each would be 

provided to the affected families under 

MGNREGA.  

 He further announced ₹25,000 each to the 

16 families whose houses were 

completely demolished in this fire 

incident and ₹10,000 each from his 

discretionary fund to those five families 

whose houses were partially damaged. 

 Firewood would also be provided to the 

affected families. 

 CM said that the village would be 

connected with road within 6 months.  

 The ground near the Jamlu Devta 

complex would be maintained and 

developed as all the religious functions 

are held on this ground. 

 

II  GOOD GOVERNANCE 

1.  GOOD GOVERNANCE INDEX IN 

HIMACHAL PRADESH  

Hamirpur has been ranked number one in good 

governance among all 12 districts of Himachal 

Pradesh with Bilaspur and Kullu ranking second 

and third, respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Property Tax: - Sources of Revenue for 

Local Urban Body. 

 Proactive Role of Municipal 

Corporation of Dharamshala. 

Himachal is the first state in the country to 

have started assessing the quality of 

governance in vital sectors.  
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 The ranking has been finalised on the 

basis of secondary data of 12 districts, 

with focus on seven themes, 19 subjects 

and 75 indicators. 

 The District Good Governance Index 

(HPDGGI) Annual Report-2020, has 

been prepared by the Department of 

Economics and Statistics.  

 This is part of an initiative to use 

information technology to usher in an era 

of e-governance.  

 Interestingly, only a score of 0.203 

separates topper Hamirpur from the 

lowest ranked tribal district of Lahaul-

Spiti.  

 Mandi slipped from second to fourth 

position, while Shimla improved from 

10th to fifth position this year. 

 In one of the key areas related to women 

and children, Solan tops with a score of 

0.709, whereas Kangra is at the bottom 

(0.461).  

 Una, Sirmaur, Lahaul-Spiti, Chamba, 

Mandi and Kangra districts fall below 

the state average of 0.589. 

 The percentage of institutional delivery 

is the highest in Hamirpur (97.6 per 

cent) and the lowest in Chamba (72 per 

cent).  

 Kullu, Solan and Una have achieved 

100 per cent immunisation of children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. GROCERY STORES 

About 5,100 Public Distribution Supply (PDS) 

shops in Himachal state will be converted into 

grocery shops. The shops that were earlier selling 

just food grain and edible oils would now be 

selling all grocery items at discounted prices. 

 The old model of PDS shops was not 

earning much profit for the people 

running them and the corporation. The 

corporation has now decided to transform 

these shops into proper grocery shops.  

 The Food and Civil Supplies Corporation 

of the state will be centrally procuring the 

grocery items and further supplying these 

at discounted prices to the allottees of 

PDS shops. 

 The look of the PDS shops would also be 

changed and they would be branded as 

any other modern grocery store.  

 The initial idea was that the corporation 

would sell all grocery items in rural areas 

at 10 per cent discount from maximum 

selling prices.  

 The idea behind opening grocery shops 

was that the consumers in urban areas 

are now getting all grocery items at 

discounted prices from big stores like 

Reliance or Big Bazaar.  

CATCHWORDS: 

 District Good Governance Index 

(DGGI). 

 Need for District Diversity Index 

(DDI). 

 District as Basic unit of 

Administration. 

 Thematic Areas of DGGI. 

 Intra-State Model of Horizontal 

Competitive Federalism. 
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 However, consumers in rural areas are 

bereft of the benefit. The PDS shops will 

now bridge that gap. 

 The model would benefit rural 

consumers, allottees of PDS shops and 

the Food and Civil Supplies Corporation. 

 The Food and Civil Supplies Corporation 

has been earning a profit of about Rs 1 

crore per annum from the existing model. 

However, many allottees of the PDS 

shops were not earning much profit. 

 Under the revamped model, the 

corporation aims to increase its profit to 

Rs 15 crore per annum. Besides, the 

profit of those running the PDS shops 

would also increase as they would be 

selling a wide variety of goods at 

discounted prices. 

 In future, the corporation might also think 

of branding its products being sold 

through PDS shops. Since PDS shops 

have a wide customer base in rural areas, 

the products being sold to them can also 

be used for advertising as it could earn 

more profit for the corporation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. POTABLE WATER QUALITY 

 Himachal Pradesh has been ranked on top 

in ensuring best quality potable water. 

 This has been declared in a survey 

conducted by an independent agency. 

 The Centre gets a functionality 

assessment survey done by a third party. 

Himachal topped the functionality 

parameter and did well in quality 

parameter too.  

 According to the survey held, 88% of the 

household tap connections were found 

satisfactory against the parameters like 

quantity, quality and regularity.  

 98% household tap connections cleared 

13 criterion for quality check. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  GRIEVANCE REDRESSAL 

CELLS  

 Grievance redressal cells have been 

created at Himachal Sadan, New Delhi 

and Himachal Bhawan Chandigarh. 

 It has been set up to facilitate people of 

Himachal Pradesh living in New Delhi, 

Chandigarh and nearby areas.  

 For any grievance in New Delhi the 

concerned person can contact on 

dedicated landline telephone number 011-

21610380 and for Chandigarh on 0172-

2637504.  

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Conversion of PDS Shops Into 

Grocery Stores. 

 Beneficial for Rural Consumers. 

  Role of Food and Civil Supplies 

Corporation. 

 Branding of Products of PDS Shops. 
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 A drop box has been installed for 

complaints and suggestions that would be 

resolved in a timely manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III  SMART GOVERNANCE 

1.  SMART POLICING SURVEY 

Ranked first among the northern states, the 

Himachal Pradesh Police have secured the 9th 

place in the country in Smart Policing Survey- 

2021, conducted by the Indian Police 

Foundation (IPF) on the index of Public 

Perceptions and Citizen Satisfaction.  

 The North India region includes J&K, 

Ladakh, Punjab, Chandigarh, Har-yana, 

Delhi, Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, Uttar 

Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. 

 The state stood 9th among 29 states and 

Union Territories (UT) with 6.91 points 

out of 10.  

 The Consolidated Smart Policing Index 

(CSPI) for each state/UT is based on 

their aggregate scores in six competence-

based indices, three values-based 

indices and thrust on index of citizens‟ 

trust in the police. 

 Himachal was better placed on value-

based parameters and ranked 8th in fair, 

unbiased and lawful policing, with a 

score of 6.79, 9th in integrity and 

corruption-free service (6.60 points), 8th 

in public trust (7.17 points) and 10th in 

accountability (6.71 points). 

 The quality of policing was the highest in 

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Assam, 

Kerala, Sikkim, Mizoram and Gujarat, 

with an index value of seven and above. 

As many as 19 states/UTs, including 

Himachal, scored an index value between 

six and seven, while three states scored 

between five and six. 

 

 The nation-wide report pointed out that 

petty corruption, venality and sometimes 

open extortion of money by some police 

personnel had been the largest single 

subject of adverse comments. Perceptions 

of corruption have resulted in tremendous 

impairment of police image and trust. 

 Almost all states scored slightly higher 

ratings for professional competency-

based elements, while they received 

lower scores for values-based ones. 

Questions on integrity and corruption-

free services received the lowest scores 

across states indicated. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Citizen-Centric Administration. 

 Incorporation of Sevottam Model. 

 Grievances- Redressal Mechanisms. 

 Improving the Quality of Public 

Services Delivery Systems. 
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 Himachal ranked 12th in perception 

score of police sensitivity (6.94) and 8th 

in strictness and good behaviour (6.98), 

better than the national average.  

 Further, the state ranked 10th in 

accessibility with a score of 7.11 and was 

placed seventh in responsiveness, with 

7.20 points on a scale of 1-10.  

 The state ranked 11th, with 6.85 points, 

in helpful and friendly policing, but was 

down at the 14th spot in technology 

adoption, with a score of 6.75. 

 Out of the total sample of 1,61,192, 

1,03,637 responses were obtained online 

and 57,555 were collected by survey 

volunteers.  

 The respondents included 66 per cent 

men and 34 per cent women. Of these, 

29.84 per cent were from the general 

category, 31.07 per cent from the OBC, 

16.81 per cent from the Schedule Caste, 

7.89 per cent from the Schedule Tribe 

and 6.2 per cent from minorities. 

 Government employees constituted the 

largest single group of respondents (27.95 

per cent).  

 Self-employed persons were the next 

largest (21.13 per cent), followed by the 

unemployed (17.61 per cent), private 

sector employees (15.59 per cent) and 

students (14.10 per cent). 

 Himachal is working hard on all 

attributes, including sensibility, 

accessibility, strictness and good 

behaviour, integrity, lawful policing 

and trust, to further improve its ranking.  

 Stress had been laid on community 

participation through community 

policing and „Nash Nivaran Samitis‟. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. ONLINE RIGHT TO 

INFORMATION (RTI) PORTAL 

 Himachal Chief Minister has launched 

online RTI portal of Department of 

Administrative Reforms. 

 With this, Himachal Pradesh became 

first State among small States and 

fourth after Maharashtra, Karnatka, 

and Uttar Pradesh in the Country to 

launch this portal. 

 Portal would facilitate the citizens to 

apply, get information and appeal under 

RTI Act, 2005 at their door steps without 

visiting any office or public authority. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Strengthening Capital Trust. 

 Lawful Policing. 

 Need to Adopt Model of 

Community Policing. 

 Accountable Policing. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 “Information is the Currency of 

Democracy.” 

 Objectives of RTI Act: 

 To Empower the Citizens. 

  To Promote Transparency and 

Accountability. 

 To Contain Corruption. 

 To Enhance People‟s 

Participation is Democratic 

Process. 
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IV COMPASSIONATE 

GOVERNANCE 

1. COVID-19 MANAGEMENT 

Spreading awareness about Covid-19 in the state 

has been a team effort. Many agencies and 

departments have been involved in this. 

 Behind Himachal Pradesh‟s 

coronavirus vaccination success are 

several unlikely heroes. Among them are 

office-bearers of its district- and state-

level legal service authorities, and the 

para-legal volunteers who work with 

them. 

 Through YouTube videos, online camps 

and door-to-door visits, they have been 

raising awareness about the virus and 

how to check it since the first Covid-19 

wave. 

 At the office of the Nari Chintpurni 

gram panchayat in Una district, a group 

of people were gathered on September 9 

to hear Vivek Khanal, secretary of the 

District Legal Services Authority 

(DLSA), at an online nukkad camp. 

 Himachal Pradesh State Legal Services 

Authority (SLSA), has been holding 

similar camps across  the state. 

 Each district has a DLSA, and Himachal 

has 12 districts, with the two districts of 

Lahaul and Spiti, and Kullu sharing one 

authority. 

 Besides the online camps, and 

messages on WhatsApp and email, 

every DLSA runs a YouTube channel 

that puts up videos on Covid-19. 

 The Una DLSA has an animation series 

called Kaki Ki Karona Klass, which 

talks about the virus and vaccination, the 

whys and wherefores, the do’s and 

don’ts, and basic instructions on 

everything from wearing a mask to using 

an oximeter. 

 The SLSA has also advertised mobile 

numbers of DLSA secretaries as helpline 

numbers through the media. 

 Para-legal volunteers acted as a bridge.  

 There are 19 para-legal 

volunteers in villages in Una 

district.  

 They, along with former para-

legal volunteers, helped the 

district administration 

communicate with people.  

 Para-legal volunteers are trained 

legal counsellors, but not 

professionally trained in the field 

of law.  

 Paid Rs 500 per day for their 

services by the DLSA, they are 

appointed for two years.  

 Their main job is to facilitate 

access to legal aid and justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V DEMOCRATIC 

GOVERNANCE 

1. 82
ND

 PRESIDING OFFICERS‟ 

CONFERENCE 

 The four days 82nd Presiding Officers’ 

conference was conducted from 

November 16 to 19 at Shimla Vidhan 

Sabha Complex in the Council chamber. 

 288 delegates from across the country 

including Speakers, Deputy Speakers of 

CATCHWORDS: 

 State Legal Services Authority. 

 Para- Legal Volunteers. 

 Generating Awareness About 

Covid-19 Pandemic. 
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Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, State 

Legislative assemblies and State 

Legislative Council along with their 

spouses were be present. 

 Lok Sabha Speaker, Om Prakash Birla, 

Vice Chairman of Rajya Sabha Harivansh 

Narayan Singh, Governor of Himachal 

Pradesh Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar 

and CM Jai Ram Thakur, leader of 

Opposition Mukesh Agnihotri were the 

eminents among those present on this 

occasion. 

 Prime minister addressed this presiding 

officer conference on Nov 17 virtually. 

 Moreover, as many as 378 General 

Secretaries of Lok Sabha and Rajya 

Sabha, representatives of Parliament TV ( 

including 20 media representatives) and 

90 other people attended the conference. 

 Addressing the 82nd All India Presiding 

Officers conference Lok Sabha Speaker 

Om Birla said Shimla and this historic 

Council Chamber, housing HP Vidhan 

Sabha, has been witness to several 

historic moments. It is through the 

dignified conduct and healthy debates 
that one can make these institutions 

strong, vibrant and meaningful so that 

they can come up to the expectations of 

people. 

REMINISCENCES OF 100-YEAR 

JOURNEY 

 The first All-India Presiding Officer’s 

conference was held in Shimla from 

September 14 to 16, 1921. The 

conference was held here again in 1926, 

1933, 1939, 1976 and 1997. The 

conference was held for the seventh time 

in Shimla. 

 It was here in this house that the 

resolution for granting voting right to 

women was passed. The Council 

Chamber also housed the Punjab Vidhan 

Sabha. 

 Vithalbhai Patel had created history by 

defeating his British opponent to become 

the president of the Assembly here in this 

very Council Chamber in 1925. 

 More than 1,300 resolutions had been 

passed by this House.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Prime Minister has been urged to 

declare the Vidhan Sabha at 

Dharamsala as e-Vidhan complex so 

that it could be put to proper use 

throughout the year. This complex is used 

only for a few days for holding of the 

winter session of the Assembly. 

PARLIAMENTARY REFORMS 

 There is the need for ensuring that 

Speaker remains non-political and 

neutral by staying away from all political 

activities. Though there is no written law 

in this regard upholding parliamentary 

norms and traditions is everyone’s 

responsibility and as such the Speaker 

must not attend political functions as is 

the norm these days. 

 The issue of having provision of a zero 

hour in the Assembly must also be 

considered besides ensuring that the 

mandated 35 sittings of the House are 

held.  

 Opposition is the soul of the democracy 
and as such all information sought by 

them must be provided by the 

government promptly. Very often it has 

been seen that information is readily 

shared through RTI but not furnished to 

the members of the Assembly. 

 

 

The Himachal Vidhan Sabha is the first 

Assembly to adopt e-Vidhan and become 

the first paperless Assembly of the 

country. 
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VI   FEDERAL GOVERNANCE 

1. COOPERATIVE FEDERALISM 

The Union Government has given approval to the 

proposals of about Rs. 10,620 crore of various 

externally aided projects in Himachal Pradesh 

during the last four years. 

 The Finance Ministry was continuously 

providing generous financial assistance 

to the state.  

 The interest free loan of Rs. 400 crore 

was sanctioned for the development of 

infrastructure in the state during this 

financial year and an additional Rs. 600 

crore may be provided in the form of 

special assistance. 

 The Airport Authority of India (AAI) 

had found the site suitable for 

construction of Green Field Airport in 

Mandi district and had also accorded its 

final technical go-ahead.  

 Therefore, this project may be included in 

the upcoming Union budget.  

 The proposed airport should be declared 

as a project of national importance 

becuase the airport is of strategic 

importance, as it is in close proximity 

with Leh. The estimated cost for the 

construction of the airport is about Rs. 

3000 crore. 

 The modes of rail and air connectivity 

were very limited in the state and three 

existing airports of Shimla, Kullu and 

Kangra have small runways making 

them suitable only for operating small 

planes and therefore Mandi Airport was 

the need of the hour. 

 Goods and Services Tax (GST) 

compensation facility should be 

extended for the next three years, because 

Himachal Pradesh was a hilly state 

having tough topographical conditions.  

 The Industrial Development Policy-

2017 should be extended for the next five 

Years in order to boost the economic 

growth in the state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. HIMACHAL PRADESH-HARYANA 

BORDER CONTROVERSY  

 An inter-state dispute between 

Himachal and Haryana where a Survey 

of India report had claimed that 

Himachal Pradesh had encroached upon 

some land belonging to the neighbouring 

CATCHWORDS: 

 3 D‟s of Parliament:  

 Discuss. 

 Debate. 

 Dissent.  

 

 E-Vidhan Sabha of Himachal State. 

 Impartial and Neutral Role of 

Speaker: To Stand For Principles 

Rather than Indulge in Prejudice. 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Vertical Cooperative Federalism 

Model:- 

 Sanctioning of Interest free loan. 

 Need to Declare Mandi 

International Airport as 

National Project. 

 Extension of GST compensation 

facility. 

 Extension of the Industrial 

Development Policy, 2017. 
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state at Parwanoo, is awaiting resolution 

for the last about a year. 

 In a bid to settle this pending boundary 

dispute pertaining to the state‟s gateway 

at Parwanoo, a joint spot inspection 
was conducted by the officials of the 

revenue and forest departments and the 

report was sent to the state government.  

 As per this report, an examination of the 

revenue records of 1908-09 had revealed 

that the dividing line between Haryana 

and Himachal Pradesh has been shown 

in the shape of a nullah in khasra 

number 332. 

 This line divides Mouja Gumma of 

Himachal and Khera Sita Ram of 

Haryana and it has been entered in equal 

share of both states. 

 The report had further pointed out that the 

proposed dividing line drawn by the 

Survey of India and reflecting pillars 11, 

12, 13 and 14 in the illegal possession of 

Himachal Pradesh is not correct as per the 

revenue records of both the states. 

 These pillars exist in R-56 area, which is 

reserve forest number 56 of Parwanoo 

Forest Range and it is hence not 

accepted by the state. 

 R-56 was measured during the forest 

settlement of 1937-38, when none of the 

states was in existence. 

 Hence the issue of encroachment on the 

boundaries of Haryana was not 

applicable. 

 The notification dated December 24, 

1952, by the then Pepsu government and 

published on January 4, 1953, notifies 

that the diving line between the two states 

is Taksal Nallah Bridge and Kalka 

Shimla Road and pillar number 13 is a 

boundary to mark existing in the nallah. 

 Thus, the proposal of the Survey of India 

regarding the ridges being the diving line 

between the two states is incorrect 

keeping in view the field position. 

 Various offices of the state forest 

department, a circuit house and a PWD 

rest house are situated in the R-56 area. 

Besides, the state police barrier, state 

forest barrier, barrier of the excise and 

taxation department, and offices of the 

assistant and junior engineers of the state 

Public Works Department also exist on 

this forest land. All these offices are 

claimed to be in Haryana. 

 The issue is before the Ministry of Home 

Affairs which is examining its various 

aspects. 

 Since a Survey of India report had shown 

some parts of the bordering areas in 

Haryana, a fresh survey was got re-done 

on the basis of available record. Its report 

was sent to the government of Himachal 

Pradesh along with relevant documents 

like the survey sheets for further action 

which was awaited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Various Offices Of The Forest 

Department, A Circuit House And A 

Pwd Rest House Are Situated In The 

R-56 Area. 

 

 The State Police Barrier, Forest 

Barrier, Barrier Of The Excise And 

Taxation Department And Offices 

Of The Assistant And Junior 

Engineers Of The Pwd Are Also On 

This Forest Land. 

 

 The Issue is Being Looked Into By 

The Union Ministry of Home 

Affairs. 
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VII  URBAN GOVERNANCE 

1.  SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

GOALS (SDGs) URBAN INDEX 

 Shimla, Coimbatore, Chandigarh and 

Thiruvananthapuram are among the many 

prime 10 performing city areas within the 

NITI Aayog‟s first Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG) Urban India 

Index, whereas Dhanbad, Meerut, 

Faridabad and Patna are among the many 

backside 10 performers, in keeping with 

the findings of a report launched by the 

NITI Aayog. 

 Ranking 56 city areas on 77 SDG 

indicators throughout 46 targets, the 

index is focussed on driving SDG 

localisation in city areas.  

 Of 56 city areas ranked within the index, 

44 are with inhabitants of above 1 

million, 12 are state capitals with a 

inhabitants of lower than one million.  

 No poverty, zero starvation, good well 

being, high quality schooling, gender 

equality, clear water and sanitation, good 

jobs and financial progress are among the 

many objectives on which city areas have 

been ranked.  

 The index and dashboard will further 

strengthen SDG localisation and institute 

robust SDG monitoring at the city level. 

It highlights the strengths and gaps of 

ULB (urban local body) level data, 

monitoring, and reporting systems. 

 Cities are fast becoming engines of 

growth. The SDG Urban Index and 

dashboard, a product of innovative 

partnership between the Niti Aayog and 

GIZ, will go a long way in instituting a 

robust SDG monitoring system in 

Indian cities, and is a milestone step in 

our SDG localisation journey. 

 For every SDG, the city areas are ranked 

on a scale of 0-100.  

 A rating of 100 implies that the 

city space has achieved the targets 

set for 2030.   

 A rating of 0 implies that it’s the 

farthest from reaching the targets 

among the many chosen city areas. 

 A lot of work has been done in Shimla 

through the Smart City Mission and 

AMRUT mission. Attaining the top rank 

in sustainable development goals is a big 

feat for the city. 

 The data on these indicators have been 

sourced from official data sources such as 

NFHS, NCRB, U-DISE, data portals of 

various ministries, and other government 

data sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rankings Title 

100 Achievers 

 

65-99 Front- Runners 

50-64 Performers 

0-49  Aspirants 

The Himachal capital managed the highest 

score of 75.5, followed by Coimbatore (73.29), 

Thiruvananthapuram (72.36), Chandigarh 

(72.36) and Kochi (72.29). India‟s coal capital 

Dhanbad scored the worst (52.43); Meerut 

(54.64), Itanagar (55.29), Guwahati (55.79) 

and Patna (57.29) make up the bottom five.  

 

The United Nations in 2015 adopted 17 SDGs 

“as a universal call to action to end poverty, 

protect the planet, and ensure that by 2030 all 

people enjoy peace and prosperity”. Of these, 

the Niti Aayog‟s SDG Urban Index excluded 

two — life under water and partnership for 

goals. 
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The sustainable development goals are to be 

achieved by 2030 by UN member states. At 

present, however, no country in the world has 

achieved them yet but Finland, Sweden and 

Denmark have achieved about 85 per cent of the 

goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SDGs Achievement of Countries 

Countries Achievement of 

SDGs 

Finland, Sweden, 

Denmark 
85% 

China 72% 

Bhutan 70% 

Sri Lanka 68% 

Nepal 66% 

Myanmar 65% 

Bangladesh 63% 

India 60% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. NEED STRINGENT RULES FOR 

SEISMICALLY SENSITIVE CITY 

The collapse of a seven-storey building in a 

Shimla suburb must serve as an urgent warning 

for a city that is congested, overpopulated and 

groaning under ever-increasing piles of 

concrete and steel.  

 It also must awaken the local 

government and municipal authorities 
to the dangers of haphazard, relentless 

construction in a city that falls in Zone 4 

(high damage risk zone) of the seismic 

mapping of India, just on the edge of the 

most seismically active Zone 5 in 

Himachal Pradesh.  

 According to a survey conducted by the 

UN Development Programme showed 

that most buildings constructed in Shimla 

in the preceding years were structurally 

unsafe. 

 With migration from rural regions due to 

job opportunities, the population of 

Shimla Urban has grown from 80,177 in 

1981 to 169,578 in 2011. 

 Due to scarcity of housing plots, and the 

National Green Tribunal‟s ban on 

construction in Shimla‟s core, green and 

forest areas, the city has expanded in all 

directions.  

CATCHWORDS: 

 Cities as Engines of Growth. 

 Urban Governance Reforms. 

 Decentralized Urban Solutions. 

 Convergence with AMRUT and 

Smart City Mission. 

 Role of NITIAyog in Fostering 

Competitive Federalism. 

India, at present, stands at 120th position in 

achieving these goals, much behind its 

neighbours, according to the Sustainable 

Development Goals Rankings 2021.  
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 Several major localities — with buildings 

going up to eight storeys, against the city 

limits of four — are situated on slopes, 

with inadequate sewerage and water 

disposal infrastructure.  

 This leads to water seeping to the 

foundations of buildings, making them 

structurally unstable — as reportedly 

happened in the case of the building that 

has collapsed. 

 Deviation from approved plans of 

buildings in and outside the municipal 

limits; almost guaranteed regularisation 

after paying a fine because mass 

demolition of buildings is not ‘practical’. 

An urgent look into construction activities in 

Shimla and its suburbs is the need of the hour, 

and more stringent rules should be framed 

before approval is given for construction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. RENEWABLE ENERGY 

PROGRAMME UNDER SMART 

CITY MISSION 

 HIMURJA, state government’s nodal 

agency for renewable energy 

programmes, has decided to cover as 

many rooftops as possible in Shimla with 

the 3 kw grid-connected solar rooftop 

power plants. 

 HIMRUJA has asked Shimla Smart City 

Mission for financial assistance. 

 It is seeking an assistance of Rs 10,000 

per kw from the Smart City Mission. If 

the proposal is approved, the 

beneficiary’s share for a 3kw plant will 

reduce further by Rs 30,000. He/she will 

just need to pay Rs 33,000 for the plant. 

 As many as 296 government 

accommodations and 476 private 

buildings have been found suitable for 

installing solar plants. 

 HIMRUJA has received the 

administrative approval for installation 
on government accommodations and the 

work will start soon. 

 Apart from reducing the carbon emission 

and making Shimla cleaner and 

greener, solar plants will also save 

people a lot of money in their power bills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Hazard, Vulnerability and Risk 

Assessment (HVRA) by Shimla 

Municipal Coorporation. 

 65% of Buildings in Shimla City are 

in Class of High Vulnerability. 

 Natural Disaster Can be Catastrophic 

for Shimla. 

 Need to Measure Vulnerability 

Quotient. 

 Need for Retrofitting to Reduce 

Vulnerabilities of the Buildings. 
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VIII REGULATORY 

GOVERNANCE  

1.  PANEL TO CHECK EDUCATION 

QUALITY IN HIMACHAL 

PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS 

Following complaints of rampant copying during 

examination in some private educational 

institutions in the state, Himachal Pradesh 

Private Educational Institutions Regulatory 

Commission (HPPERC) has constituted a three-

member committee to check quality of 

education in private institutions.  

The commission has received complaints of 

rampant copying, paid copying, students paying 

money for not appearing in examinations and 

other similar complaints. 

UNDER LENS 

 The committee will check the details 

regarding courses offered, students’ 

strength, accreditation, qualification of 

faculty employed, structure of online 

education and existence of quality 

assurance cell.  

 There are about 451 educational 

institutions in the private sector in the 

state, including law, nursing, B.Ed, 

pharma, Sanskrit and other colleges. 

 The quality of higher education has 

been compromised by several private 

institutions in Himachal and scrutiny by 

the committees constituted by the 

commission had pointed out that 30 to 40 

per cent faculty of 12 out of 17 private 

universities is not eligible for the posts. 

 Moreover, 50 per cent of principals of 

120 private colleges are either ineligible 

for the post or working in officiating 

capacity. 

 Malpractices in education would not be 

tolerated as it brings a bad name to the 

state and appointment of ineligible 

faculty reflects in the quality of education 

which is a matter of grave concern. 

 To add to it, fake degree scam and 

deterioration in quality education is 

also taking toll on the education 

institutions as students are opting for 

going out of state to study and seats in 

private sector are not being filled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Himachal Pradesh Private 

Educational Institutions 

Regulatory Commission (HP-

PERC): A Statutory Body. 

 A Regulatory Mechanism. 

 To Ensure Appropriate Standards 

of Admission, Teaching, 

Examination, Research and 

Protection of the Interest of 

Students. 

 To Enhance the Quality of 

Education in the Private 

Educational Institutions. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Clean and Green Shimla Under 

Smart City Mission. 

 Financial Assistance for 

HIMURJA. 

 Promotion of Renewable Energy 

Programme. 

 National Solar Mission. 
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IX  ETHICAL GOVERNANCE 

1. MAHATMA GANDHI: AN 

EPITOME OF ETHICAL 

CONDUCT 

 It was Gandhi who proved that the British 

were not invincible. 

 It was Gandhi who converted the 

Congress into an organ of mass 

movement from a motley group of 

passionate people dominated by lawyers. 

 It was Gandhi who influenced the world’s 

opinion against the British that ultimately 

paved way for their retreat. 

 From Champaran to Dandi it was 

Gandhi who involved the common 

Indian in the fight against the British. 

 Gandhi not only understood Hinduism in 

its real sense, but he also practiced it 

religiously. He followed the principles of 

Geeta and believed in the philosophy of 

the religion so lucidly advocated by 

Swami Vivekananda. 

 His understanding of Ram was much 

better than many of the claimants of 

Ram’s legacy today. 

 A perfect blend of tradition and 

modernity, Gandhi was an example of 

ethical leadership, so popular in 

Management classrooms today. 

 In fact, no course on ethics can be 

complete without a mention of Gandhi. 

 He not only preached ethical conduct, 

but he epitomised it. 

 Ethics for him was not about right 

behaviour when you are in temple, but 

also when you are alone and no one is 

watching. 

 He believed in truth and nonviolence, he 

believed in upliftment of the poorest, 

he believed in cleanliness as Godliness. 

 For him simple living and high thinking 

was the credo and he practiced what he 

preached. 

 For him means and ends were 

interchangeable. 

 His economic ideas were endorsed by the 

World Bank time and again. Little 

wonder, he still is one of our most 

popular global brands. Rightly was he 

adjudged man of the millennium in the 

year 2000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Mahatma Gandhi: A Man of 

Millennium. 

 Gandhi: A Perfect Example of 

Servant Leadership. 

 Gandhi: “My Life is My Message.” 

 Trusteeship: Heart of Social and 

Economic Life. 
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D. WELFARE & SOCIAL INCLUSION SECTION 

 

I.   HEALTH SECTOR 

1.  PREVALENCE OF DIABETES IN 

HIMACHAL STATE 

 Diabetes is the most common co-

morbidity among those dying of COVID 

complications in the state. That‘s a 

worrying finding as the prevalence of 

diabetes is quite high in the state. 

 People living in the mountains of 

Himachal Pradesh are not as fit as 

believed, reveals a study conducted by 

the Indian Council of Medical 

Research.) 

 ICMR had conducted a survey across the 

country related to diabetes, obesity and 

high blood pressure. ICMR surveyed 

1,13,106 people nationwide, while 3,831 

people having diabetes were surveyed 
in Himachal Pradesh.) 

 As per the finding of the Indian Council 

of Medical Research (ICMR) 11.5 per 

cent people have diabetes in the state.  

 The national average for diabetes is 9.8 

per cent.  

 The state has the seventh highest 

prevalence of diabetes among all states 

in the country, which is surprising given 

Himachal is predominantly a hill state. 

 The pre-diabetic numbers are also 

equally alarming. As against the national 

average of 14.5 per cent, 17.4 per cent 

people are in pre-diabetic state.  

 There‘s a high risk that these people will 

turn diabetic very soon. So, the state 

heading towards a health emergency as 

far as the prevalence of diabetes is 

concerned. 

 Sedentary lifestyle and change in eating 

habits have triggered diabetes in the 

state. Earlier people used to work in their 

fields and walk a lot. Now, most have 

sedentary lifestyle and bad eating 

habits. Regular exercise and avoiding 

processed food are the major safeguards 

against the disease. 

 Besides the preventive measures that an 

individual can take, the government has 

started Mukhyamantri Nirog Yojna for 

the annual screening of the population 

above 18 years of age in the state. 

 As many as 10 nirog clinics have been 

established across the state. Trained 

doctors, staff nurse and support staff 

screen the population for non-

communicable diseases in these clinics. 

 About 50,000 diabetic patients have been 

identified under the scheme and are on 

follow up across the state. 

Demographic Differences in Diabetes 

Prevalence 

Diabetes 

Prevalence 

Rural Urban 

11.2% 14.3% 

Men Women 

11.6% 11.4% 

 

 Apart from screening for the disease, the 

frontline workers and ASHA counsel 

people to adopt healthy diet and perform 

physical activity and give up alcohol and 

tobacco. 

 The prevalence of obesity is on the higher 

side with 39% prevalence, against the 

national average of 27%. 

 The state reported 6% heart ailment 

among diabetic patients, against the 

national average of 2.2%.  
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 Prevelance of diabetes and obesity 

increased in both rural and urban areas. 

Diabetes prevalence is 14.3% in urban 

areas and 11.2% in rural areas. 

 The rise in prevalence of diabetes, 

especially among women, was a matter of 

concern. When it comes to gender 

breakup, the prevalence of diabetes is 

11.6% in men and 11.4% in women.  

HEALTH PROFILE OF HIMACHAL 

STATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2A. USE OF DRONES IN 

HEALTHCARE 

A drone festival was organised at the Sports 

Authority of India Grounds (SAI) on 

December 14.  

 Various companies demonstrated their 

capacity of delivering medicines and 

vaccines with drones at the festival. 

 Skye Air Mobility, a delivery by drone 

logistics firm from Delhi, participated in 

the festival.  

 Having completed over 750 successful 

drone flights delivering vaccines, food 

and groceries in the past two months, 

Skye Air showcased its capability and 

products at the event, where Chief 

Minister, along with Technical Education 

Minister of Himachal Pradesh were also 

present. 

 The firm demonstrated an autonomous 

drone flight from the SAI sports ground 

to Medical College Hospital, covering a 

distance of nearly 12 km.  

 The flights carried vaccines and 

medicines by its customized small 

category drone named Skye Ship One. 

 The aim of this participation was to 

showcase the efficiency of drones, as 

how life-saving medical items such as 

blood, vaccines and medicines can be 

delivered more rapidly compared to by 

road. 

 Skye Air also participated in 

Telangana‘s Medicine from the Sky 

project. It successfully conducted 175 

BVLOS flights of critical healthcare 

supplies such as vaccines, medicines and 

blood via drones within 21 days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 National 

Level 

State Level 

Pre- Diabetes 

Prevalence  

14.5% 17.4% 

Diabetes 

Prevalence 

9.8% 11.5% 

Heart ailment 

among diabetic 

patient  

2.2% 6% 

Prevalence of 

obesity 

27% 39% 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Prevalence of Diabetes and 

Obesity in Rural Areas and 

Among Women. 

 Ratio of Known Diabetes Cases 

to Unknown is 1:1 in Himachal 

State. 

 Himachal States Ranks 6th in the 

Country in Term of Obesity. 

 Creation of Nirog Clinics. 

 Need to Adopt Preventive Health 

Care System. 

 Mukhya Mantri Nirog Yojana. 
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2B. DRONE TECHNOLOGY TO 

IMPROVE HEALTH SERVICES 

IN MANDI DISTRICT 
 

 With an aim to improve health services in 

remote areas of Mandi, the health 

authorities had proposed a pilot drone 

project under the start-up India 

campaign.  

 The drone technology would be helpful 

in transporting test samples and 

medicines from medical institutions in 

lower areas to institutions in Mandi town.  

 It will also save time and will play a key 

role in reaching the inaccessible areas 

during winters because of heavy 

snowfall. 

 Drone operation trials have been 

conducted successfully in Janjehli, Barot 

and a few other remote areas. After 

successful trials, a report was submitted 

to the state government for the 

implementation of the project.  

 

 

3. NATIONAL HEALTH MISSION 

(NHM) CENTRE 

Equipped with all facilities, the first District 

Early Intervention Centre of the state has been 

set up at Nerchowk Medical College in Mandi 

district.  

It has been set up under the National Health 

Mission of Rashtriya Bal Swasthya 

Karyakram (RBSK). 

 At the centre, deformities in children 

would be identified at an early stage and 

treatment provided free of cost. 

 Under the scheme, the team of doctors of 

the RBSK goes to every school and 

Anganwadi to examine children and 

sends them to the Early Intervention 

Centre (RBSK) if treatment is needed. 

 Under this program, children below 18 

years are treated free of cost.  

 If treatment is not available for any 

disease in any health institution of the 

state, then arrangements are made for free 

treatment at the PGI, Chandigarh. 

 Various types of equipment have been 

installed in this centre to test the physical 

and intellectual development of children. 

A child-friendly atmosphere has been 

created for the children. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Drones Have the Capability to 

Evolve Medical Care as well as 

Propel Advancement in the Health 

Industry. 

 Drones are an Excellent Way to 

Modernize the Last Mile in 

Medical Deliveries and Bridge Gap 

in Access. 

 Use of Drones for Healthcare 

Logistics. 

 Creating a System for Medical 

Drone Procurement. 

 Bridging Key Healthcare Gaps. 

 Use of Drones for Diagnosis, 

Treatment and Telementoring in 

Remote Areas. 
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4A.  DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION 

AWARDS SUMMIT 
 

 In the fourth Digital Transformation 

Awards Summit, Himachal Pradesh was 

declared to be the best in utilising 

health approaches for prevention and 

control of Non-Communicable Diseases 

(NCDs). 

 Himachal has received the ―Governance 

Now 4th Digital Transformation 

Award‖.  

 Till March 31, 2021, more than 23 lakh 

people had been enrolled in the e-health 

card software. Out of the total enrolled 

population, about 8 lakh people had been 

screened for diabetes, hypertension, oral 

cancers, breast cancers and obesity. 

 Out of these 8 lakh people, more than 2 

lakh people have been diagnosed by 

doctors and about 50,000 are on 

treatment and follow-up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4B.  ―HEALTHY SOCIETY - 

HEALTHY HIMACHAL‖ 

 Himachal Pradesh has got first place in 

the country in providing better health 

services and facilities to patients. 

Few of the accomplishments of the state in the 

field of health are:-   

 AIIMS Bilaspur.  

 Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri 

Jan Aarogya Yojana.  

 43 Wellness Center.  

 First in the COVID-19 vaccination 

process.  

 As a result, today Himachal Pradesh is 

being considered as the leading state 

across the country in the health sector. 

 Still more to go, PGI's satellite centre in 

Dehra under Central University 

Kangra will also improve the health 

sector. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Himachal State First Rank in 

the Health Index. 

 Committed of the State 

Government to Provide Better 

Health Services. 
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II  EDUCATION SECTOR 

1.  ―SWARAN JAYANTI SUPER-

100‖ 

 One hundred meritorious students would 

be provided financial assistance of up to 

Rs 1 lakh by the Himachal Pradesh 

Government to pursue coaching for 

seeking admission in prestigious 

institutes of higher education under the 

―Swaran Jayanti Super-100‖ scheme 
for the academic session 2021-22. 

 The government has asked all deputy 

directors of higher education to send the 

names of students making it to top 3,000 

in the Class X merit list of the Himachal 

Pradesh Board of School Education.  

 Only Class XI and XII students of 

government schools in the state can apply 

under the scheme, which aims to help 

students secure a place in premier 

medical, engineering, management or 

information technology institutes or the 

NDA. Any student shifting from 

government to private school would be 

liable to return the amount. 

 The applicant must be a bonafide 

Himachal resident and will be free to 

select coaching institute of choice, 

subject to the centre having five years of 

experience in the field.  

 A minimum 75 per cent attendance will 

be mandatory at the coaching institute 

and students will have to submit monthly 

attendance certificate in their schools. 

 The grant cannot be spent on electronic 

gadgets like mobile phones, laptops, etc. 

Initially, Rs 30,000 would be paid 

through direct bank transfer, for which a 

utilisation certificate would have to be 

submitted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  CLUSTER SCHOOL SYSTEM 

FOR OPTIMUM 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

UTILISATION 

The Himachal Pradesh Education Department 

has adopted cluster school system for optimum 

utilisation of manpower and infrastructure to 

achieve the goal of quality education and notified 

1023 clusters with enrolment of 4, 97,631. 

 Based on area and accessibility, cluster 

schools (middle, senior secondary and 

high) notified by the Higher Education 

Department included 1,878 Government 

Senior Secondary School (GSSS), 931 

Government High Schools (GHS) and 

1895 Government Middle Schools. 

 The maximum number of 182 clusters 

has been notified in Shimla followed by 

161 in Mandi, 134 in Kangra, 121 in 

Chamba, 109 in Sirmaur, 84 in Solan, 

63 in Hamirpur, 58 in Kullu, 42 in 

Bilaspur, 37 in Una, 23 in Kinnaur and 

21 in Lahaul and Spiti. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

 Higher Secondary Students 

Who have Cleared Class X 

From Government Schools. 

 They Must be in Top 3,000 in 

Himachal State School Board‘s 

Merit List. 

 The Grant can be Spent only 

on Coaching Fee, Internet Data 

and Study Material. 
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District Cluster Schools 

Shimla 182 

Mandi 161 

Kangra 134 

Chamba 121 

Sirmaur 109 

Solan 84 

Hamirpur 63 

Kullu 58 

Bilaspur 42 

Una 37 

Kinnaur 23 

Lahual & Spiti 21 

 

 The initiative, a component of New 

Education Policy (NEP), 2020 would go 

a long way in sharing facilities of all the 

schools in a cluster as all standalone 

schools do not have 100 per cent facilities 

in respect to sports, playgrounds, 

auditoriums, laboratories and human 

resource. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF CLUSTER 

SCHOOL SYSTEM 

 

(a) It would be very useful for children in 

rural areas as the facilities not available 

in small size standalone schools would be 

accessible in cluster schools and it would 

also help in providing more exposure to 

the students, encourage health 

competition and provide equal 

opportunities to all. 

(b) The cluster system would help in 

decentralized planning and decision 

making at the cluster level, availability 

and sharing of physical and human 

resources within the cluster and there 

would be no isolation of schools. 

(c) It would also ensure integration of art, 

sport, story-telling and information and 

communication technology in the 

teaching-learning process, availability of 

counselors and implementation of 

vocational education in all schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  INCLUSIVE EDUCATION  

 Rs 96 lakh scholarships has been given to 

as many as 782 Divyangjan in 2020-21 

by the state government.  

 The state government was providing 

vocational education to Divyangjans as 

a provision of livelihood.  

 The training was provided free of cost 

and a stipend was also given to them.  

 4% reservation has also be provided to 

the specially abled persons in Class I to 

IV posts by the government. 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Grouping of Schools within 

the Same Geographical 

Location. 

 Reasons: 

 Economic 

 Pedagogic 

 Administrative 

 Political 

 AIM: To Achieve both 

Quantitative & Qualitative 

Advances in the Education 

System. 
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4. HIMACHAL PRADESH 

SWARAN JAYANTI MIDDLE 

MERIT SCHOLARSHIP 

SCHEME 

 Himachal Pradesh Swaran Jayanti Middle 

Merit Scholarship Scheme has been 

initiated in Himachal Pradesh.  

 The scheme aims at the development of 

youth.  

 Under the scheme, exemplary students of 

government schools studying in classes 

VI to VIII will be given scholarships.  

 100 scholarships will be provided 

amongst 12 districts under the scheme.  

 Students will be getting a scholarship 

after clearing a state-level exam, which 

will be conducted by the State Council 

of Education Research and Training, 

Solan.  

 Scholarship of Rs 4,000, Rs 5,000 and Rs 

6,000 per month will be given to 

meritorious students of Classes VI, VII 

and VIII, respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Scholarship Award 

VI Rs 4000 

VII Rs 5000 

VII Rs 6000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  ANNUAL STATUS OF 

EDUCATION REPORT (RURAL) 

2021 

With good scores on many indicators, the report 

card of Himachal Pradesh schools, as per the 

Annual Status of Education Report (Rural), 

2021, reflects well on the state‘s response in 

overcoming the challenges and disruptions 

triggered by the pandemic.  

 Rising to the key demand of the online 

mode of schooling, the state has come up 

trumps on ensuring a smartphone in 

almost every household (95.6 per cent as 

compared to 67.6 per cent nationally).  

 In this context, the other states could 

learn a lesson or two from Himachal 

State heartwarming ‗donate a device‘ 

initiative.  

 99.4 per cent kids in Himachal villages 
are enrolled in schools (vis-a-vis 95.4 per 

cent at the national level) and that almost 

all of them have textbooks. 

 However, while this is commendable, it 

is not sufficient for the real test, which is 

whether these provisions have translated 

into learning outcomes of the 

schoolchildren on both academic and 

cognitive accounts. Even as the National 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Free Education to Specially 

Abled Students. 

 Efforts for Assimilation of 

Specially Abled in the 

Mainstream. 

 Right of Person with Disabilities 

Act, 2016. 

 Creation of Disability Friendly 

Ecosystem. 
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Assessment Survey designed to throw 

light on this aspect is eagerly awaited, 

there are many fundamental gaps 

requiring attention to ace the game.  

 Unless poor Internet access, especially 

in remote and hilly areas, is addressed, 

the phone in the child‘s hand won‘t serve 

the purpose of e-learning.  

 As many more Himachal kids are 

resorting to physical tuitions. It is a sure 

pointer to the absence of reliable telecom 

connectivity and other factors such as 

parents‘ literacy levels. 

 Additionally, the e-class can be more 

effective if teachers are regularly trained 

and upskilled in more interesting ways of 

engaging with their students in a tech-

savvy setting.  

 Though the schools are headed for offline 

classes, the digital mode of learning is 

not likely to completely vanish. 

 With both the educators and the students 

initiated into the vast and exciting 

potential of myriad online tools, the 

hybrid model is emerging as the future 

form of education.  

 It again raises questions of the huge 

inequalities and digital divide in the 

country. A lot of ground remains to be 

covered before every child gets the 

optimal benefits. 

III  DRUG MENACE 

1.  HIMACHAL PRADESH‘S 

ILLEGAL DRUG TRADE 

Every third drug in the Indian domestic market 

is manufactured in Himachal Pradesh, and the 

state’s pharmaceutical industry is pegged at 

Rs8,000 crore.  

 Of the 625 manufacturers in the pharma 

hubs, 139 have been given licences to 

produce pharma-opioids/psychotropic 

substances, listed in the schedule of the 

Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 

Substances (NDPS) Act. 

 In the absence of any nationwide 

survey to gauge an estimate of genuine 

users of these narcotic and psychotropic 

drugs, meant for therapeutic purposes, the 

pharmaceutical companies continue to 

upscale manufacturing to cater to the 

ever-increasing demand for recreational 

purposes.  

 This illegal diversion for the nefarious 

use of a sizeable chunk of pharma-

opioids has besmirched the image of 

Himachal‘s pharma hubs, which prided 

themselves in manufacturing Covid 

vaccines and medicines in recent months. 

 The latest case of a Baddi-based 

wholesale trader, Zannet 

Pharmaceuticals, indulging in illegal sale 

amounting to Rs100 crore of narcotic 

drugs like Nitrazapem, Codeine and 

Etizolam through fake bills and firms has 

exposed the chinks in the open-ended 

licensing policy. That the trader‘s 

wholesale drug licence had been 

cancelled in Punjab in 2018-19 and the 

Rajasthan drug control administration did 

not bother to provide details regarding 

the firm to the local authorities expose 

glaring loopholes in the system. 

 Several such cases have also surfaced in 

Paonta Sahib and Kala Amb in 

Sirmaur district, facilitating the illegal 

entry into the market of pharma opioids 

like Tramadol in Punjab and other 

states, with sales running into crores.  

 There are 14 NDPS drugs which are 

manufactured for therapeutic use, of 

which three — Alprazolam, Codeine and 

Tramadol — are widely misused for 

recreational purposes and by addicts, as 

per the seizure pattern of the police. 

LICENCE LOOPHOLES 

 Instead of devising a stringent licensing 

system that ensures restricted and 
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controlled production, the open-ended 

system results in units manufacturing 

tablets coming out with scheduled NDPS 

drugs as well.  

 The absence of effective inter-state and 

inter-departmental coordination 
further fuels sales, as departments like 

State Taxes and Excise and Directorate 

General of Goods and Service Tax 

Intelligence have little or no coordination 

with the Drug Control Authority 

(DCA). 

 The DCA did wake up after the 

anomalies came to fore during cases 

unearthed recently in Baddi, Kala Amb 

and Paonta Sahib. 

 Standard operating procedures have 

been devised where a manufacturing unit 

is supposed to file monthly returns of 

narcotic substances consumed and 

balance stocks, as well as details of drugs 

manufactured and sold before the State 

Drugs Controller.  

 It has also been made mandatory to 

provide information to the Drugs 

Inspector and the Superintendent of 

Police of the district about the drugs 

dispatched from a unit, and the 

destination. About 25 units have 

surrendered their NDPS licences 

following this intervention. 

 The moot question, however, remains 

whether these measures are enough, 

considering the high level of penetration 

in North India, where drug abuse is 

higher than the national average.  

 As per a recent survey conducted by the 

National Drug Dependence Treatment 

Centre, AIIMS-Delhi, as against the 

national average of 0.7 per cent, the use 

of opioids is 2.8 per cent in Punjab, 2.5 in 

Haryana, 2 per cent in Delhi and 1.7 per 

cent in Himachal Pradesh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Only thorough scrutiny of returns by 

officials by randomly tracking the 

backward and forward linkages can help 

track nefarious elements tarnish the 

image of manufacturers.  

KEY DRUG SEIZURES 

 On May 29-30,2021, in a joint operation 

with the Punjab Police, the HP Police 

seized over 30 lakh intoxicant tablets, 

including 12.4 lakh Tramadol capsules, 

7.7 lakh Tramadol tablets and 9.9 lakh 

Alprax tablets worth Rs15 crore, from 

Unique Formulations, Paonta Sahib. Its 

marketing company, PB Pharmaceuticals, 

New Delhi, was non-existent. The police 

also recovered 745 kg of raw material for 

Tramadol worth Rs3 crore. 

 In 2019, Apple Field Pharma 

Company, Paonta Sahib, was shut on 

directions of the HP Police State 

Narcotics Cell for an unaccounted stock 

of 47,000 Tramadol tablets and 10,000 

Codeine-based cough syrup bottles. 

Investigations revealed that the 

proprietors/shareholders of Unique 

Formulations and Apple Field Pharma 

were the same. 
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 On May 31, Orison Pharma International, 

Kala Amb, was found manufacturing 

tablets containing Tramadol which were 

sold to a marketing company, PP Pharma 

in Ahmedabad, without any agreement in 

violation of the Drugs and Cosmetics 

Act. During inspection, 30 lakh Tramadol 

tablets and 226 kg of raw material were 

seized. 

 On information from Interpol in Benin 

(Africa), an FIR was registered against 

Laborate Pharmaceuticals, Paonta Sahib, 

for alleged illegal export of 1.75-crore 

Tramadol tablets worth around Rs5 crore 

(approximately Rs100 crore in the illegal 

market) to Chad. 

Clearly, the magnitude of the illegal trade 

presents a huge challenge.  

HOW IT ALL BEGAN 

It was the 2003 Central industrial package 

which gave a major push to the pharma 

investment in Himachal, by giving exemption in 

Central excise duty, income-tax holiday and 

subsidy on capital investment. This earned the 

industrial hub of Baddi-Barotiwala-Nalagarh 

the sobriquet of being the pharma hub of Asia. 

Top companies opened their units here. 

WAY FORWARD 

 Experts say there is no alternative to a 

more rigid licensing system, under 

which manufacturers and traders who 

face cancellation of licence in one state 

for violating the Drugs and Cosmetics 

Act should not be permitted to operate in 

other states as well. 

 According to President of the Himachal 

Drug Manufacturers Association, 

“Restrictions should be enforced at retail 

shops, too, with only a select few 

chemists in a given area being permitted 

to sell such drugs. This will help check 

malpractices.” 

 Several manufacturers who have limited 

staff and infrastructure to maintain 

records and follow requisite procedures 

are now surrendering their licences after 

the state DCA has stepped up regulatory 

checks. 

 Another area of concern is the lack of 

inter-departmental and inter-state 

coordination. The Department of State 

Taxes and Excise (DSTE) is the 

administering department for NDPS Act 

in Himachal. It issues ‗MD 6‘ licence for 

manufacturers and traders dealing in 

NDPS and psychotropic substances. The 

staff of the DSTE, however, failed to 

detect fake bills through which the trade 

proliferated for more than two years by 

Zannet Pharmaceuticals at Baddi. 

 Himachal State Police is ensuring strict 

enforcement of drug laws, particularly 

concerning the misuse of pharma-opioids 

by pharmaceutical companies. They are 

now on police‘s radar. 

 Financial investigation under the NDPS 

Act for attachment of illegally acquired 

properties is being undertaken. The 

inputs are shared with the Enforcement 

Directorate to investigate money 

laundering. 

 Robust investigations and effective 

trial management are being undertaken.  

 Tracing the backward and forward 

linkages by involving senior officials in 

search and seizure operations is lending a 

knockout punch to the criminals. 

 Register Number 29 has been 

introduced at all police stations to profile 

criminals involved in narcotics and 

psychotropic substances crimes. 
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2. ILLEGAL DRUG BUSSINESS IN 

MANDI DISTRICT  

 Despite strict vigil, illicit drug business is 

rampant in Mandi. As per the data of the 

Police Department, 1,376 persons had 

been arrested for involvement in drugs 

trade in the district from 2016 to August 

2021. 

 The district is also under scanner for 

illicit cultivation of cannabis and poppy 

plants, mainly in Chohar valley under 

Darang constituency, a few parts of 

Seraj and remote areas of 

Jogindernagar and Karsog Assembly 

segments. 

 The data shows that from 2016 to August 

2021, the police have recovered 1,67,885 

illicit cannabis and 18,76,736 poppy 

plants in different parts of the district. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Till August,2021 the police have 

recovered 118-kg charas and 1-kg heroin 

from drug offenders.  

 Also, 977 cases were registered under the 

NDPS Act and 1,376 persons had been 

jailed for possession of drugs from 2016 

to August 2021.  

 The data also showed that of 1,376 drug 

offenders put behind bars, only three 

were foreign nationals. 

 To deceive the police, the offenders 

involve women to supply drugs. Of 1,376 

offenders, 35 were women. 

3-A.  GROWING DRUG PROBLEM 

 Nearly a third of Himachal Pradesh's 

population are the youth, a population 

group particularly vulnerable to drug 

abuse. 

 Tiny Himachal Pradesh has a large 

problem at hand: The state equalled 

those notorious for drug dependency. 

 The Himalayan state, with a population 

of about seven million, was close behind 

the northeastern states, Punjab, 

Haryana and Delhi in ‗quantum of 

work‘ — harmful use plus 

dependence — on several drugs. 

 In Himachal, 3.2 per cent of the 

population used charas and ganja —

CATCHWORDS: 

 Absence of any Nationwide 

Survey. 

 Ever-Increasing Demand for 

Recreational Purposes. 

 Absence of Effective Inter-State 

and Inter-Departmental 

Coordination. 

 Devising a Stringent Licensing 

System that Ensures Restricted 

and Controlled Production. 

 Strict Enforcement of Drug Laws. 

 Robust Investigations and 

Effective Trial Management. 

 Tracing the Backward and 

Forward Linkages. 

 Introduction of Register Number 

29. 
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 derivatives of cannabis — much above 

the national average.  

 It was the sixth-highest user along with 

Uttar Pradesh and Mizoram, according 

to Magnitude of Substance Use in India 

2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Cannabis cultivated in Himachal is in 

high demand in India and abroad. 

 The state scored 1.70 per cent in quantum 

of work for opioids, again more than 

double the national figure of 0.70 per 

cent. Six north-eastern states, Punjab, 

Haryana, Delhi and Daman & Diu ranked 

higher than Himachal. 

 According to the national survey 

conducted by the National Drug 

Dependence Treatment Centre, 
prevalence of current use of charas/ganja 

is 1.2% in India and in Himachal 

Pradesh it is 3.2%. 

 The survey clearly indicates that north 

Indian states have higher usage of drugs 

than national average. 

Use of Opioids 

 

State  Use of Opioids (In 

Percentage) 

Punjab 2.80 % 

Haryana 2.50 % 

Delhi 2.00 % 

Himachal Pradesh 1.70 % 

National Average 0.70% 

 

Prevalence of current use of Drugs 

 

Drugs National Himachal 

Pradesh 

Use of Charas/ 

Ganja 

1.2% 3.2% 

Quantum of 

work for 

sedatives 

0.20% 0.39% 

Dependent use 

of Inhalants 

0.21% 1.08% 

Use of Opioids 0.70% 1.70% 

 

 The hill state also ranked high in 

quantum of work for sedatives, scoring 

0.39 per cent against a national average 

of 0.20 per cent. It again ranked behind 

the northeastern states, Punjab, Haryana, 

Delhi as well as Puducherry. 

 Himachal placed fourth, behind 

Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and Delhi, 

when it came to harmful or dependent use 

of inhalants. Himachal had a score of 

1.08 per cent while the country‘s 

average was 0.21 per cent. 

 There are reports of drug seizures and 

peddlers being arrested on a daily basis in 

the state. Drugs like chitta — heroin 

mixed with other substances — are 

peddled through chain-marketing 

channels, where addicts become peddlers. 

HIGHEST NUMBER OF DRUG CASES 

IN SHIMLA 

 The rise in narcotic trade in the state can 

be gauged from the number of NDPS 

cases registered under different police 

stations. In 2016, 919 cases were 

registered under the Act, while the 

number has now risen to 1,078. 

 The highest number of 173 cases has 

been registered in Shimla followed by 

164 in Kullu, 146 in Mandi and 121 in 

Kangra. Solan district that borders 

Haryana and includes the industrial 

township of Baddi and Barotiwala has 

registered 125 cases. 

 The first-of-its kind report of findings of 

a nationwide survey was partnered by 

All-India Institute of Medical Sciences, 

New Delhi and the National Drug 

Dependence Treatment Centre.  

 The Union Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment released it in 2019. It 

categorised the population between 10 

and 75 years. 
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 Drug trafficking is negligent in Lahaul 

and Spiti district, where only two cases 

have been registered. 

 The prevalence of drug addiction and 

trafficking is more among those aged 

between 26 and 35 years, who comprise 

37% of the total number of cases 

registered under the NDPS Act. 

 Himachal Pradesh‘s drug problem 

includes illicit cultivation of cannabis and 

opium and the production of chemical 

narcotic drugs. Kullu is infamous for 

illicit cannabis cultivation. The high-

quality charas produced in the valley is 

sought after in international and domestic 

tourist destinations. 

 The increase in the use of chitta and other 

synthetic drugs has raised concerns for 

the government. 

 The Himachal Pradesh Police has 

helped Punjab Police to unearth the 

illegal supply of Tramadol tablets 

manufactured in two factories in 

Sirmour district. 

 After inspection, police registered FIRs 

against the pharma companies suspected 

of diverting tablets, capsules listed in 

psychotropic substances through fake 

marketing companies.  

 The state police have sought help from 

the CBI-Interpol branch to arrest 

traffickers hailing from west African 

countries supplying drugs in Himachal. 

In the past five years, 69 foreigners, 

including 34 Nigerians, have been 

arrested in the state under the NDPS Act. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number of cases under NDPS Act 

 

Year Rise in Narcotic Trade 

2016 919 Registered cases under 

NDPS Act 

2021 1078 Registered cases under 

NDPS Act 

 

 

NDPS District-Wise Cases 

District NDPS Registered 

Cases 

Shimla 173 

Kullu  164 

Mandi 146 

Solan 125 

Kangra 121 

 

Measures taken by the state government 

 While the state government took 

measures to tackle the menace, a lot more 

needed to be done. 

 The state government trained teachers 

and staff at tehsil levels for primary 

screening, counselling and prevention. 

 There were 46 de-addiction out-patient 

departments to treat substance users in 

hospitals.  

 In addition to these, four Integrated 

Rehabilitation Centres for Addicts 

(IRCAs) were established. 

 Chief Minister has announced the setting 

up of five more IRCAs. This will include 

an one dedicated to women substance 

users. 

 The government also came up with a 

‗State Policy on Rehabilitation of Drug 

Addicts‘ after a high court directive.  

 Drives to destroy cannabis were carried 

out every year along with other 

awareness campaigns and events. 
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CHALLENGES 

 The state was ill-equipped to tackle drug 

addiction. The government needs to run 

most IRCAs on its own instead of 

depending on others. 

 Of the four functional IRCAs, only one in 

capital Shimla was run by the 

government. 

 With an average inpatient facility of 15 

patients each, they fell woefully short of 

the required infrastructure. 

 The onus, therefore, was largely on 

private rehabilitation centres 
mushrooming across the state as new 

business enterprises. There are 66 such 

centres across the state. 

 Substance users emerged with traumatic 

tales from their time in such centres. 

From thrashings that can lead to internal 

haemorrhages to ‗blasting sessions‘, 

where one is humiliated in the worst 

possible manner, the entire experience is 

a nightmare.The treatment meted out to 

users already low on self-esteem 

violated human rights in every respect. 

 The managements of these centres do not 

understand the importance of employing 

regular nurses, ward boys and 

psychiatrists. 

 In such centres, de-toxified users act as 

staff. 

 Since these rehabilitation centres were 

run as commercial enterprises, they 

made sure drug abusers relapsed and 

returned for treatment. 

 There was a need for at least one ICRA 

in every district and a uniform 

standard of treatment across 

government and private rehabilitation 

centres. 

 Apart from this, agency linkages and 

networking needed to be strengthened, 

since there was an immediate need to 

enhance capacity in private centres. 

 These centres needed proper scrutiny to 

ensure they follow guidelines framed for 

IRCAs. 

 An inter-disciplinary and inter-

departmental approach is needed with 

participation of prosecution, revenue, 

forest, health, education, agriculture, 

horticulture and other departments. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3-B. DRUG MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY DRUG AWARENESS 

CAMPAIGN  

 In a bid to end drug menace, Himachal 

Government has launched a drug 

awareness campaign in the state in the 

month of November, 2021. 

 The effective steps were taken by various 

departments for the eradication of 

narcotics including awareness activities 

during the 15 days long campaign across 

the state. 

 The use of drugs is a matter of concern 

among the people of the state and all 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Increasing Drug Abuse and Drug 

Dependency. 

 Dysfunctional Integrated 

Rehabilitation Centres for Addicts 

(IRCAs). 

 Need to Employ more Trained 

Personnel like Nurses, Clinical 

Psychologists and Psychiatrists. 

 Need to Adopt Uniform Standard of 

Treatment across Government and 

Private Rehabilitation Centres. 

 Need to Develop Compliance and 

Regulatory Mechanisms for these 

Centres. 

 Need to implement an inter-

disciplinary and inter departmental 

approach. 
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departments would work in coordination 

with each other to eradicate drug abuse 

from the state. 

 During this campaign, the Forest 

Department uprooted the cultivation of 

cannabis in the state and organized 

workshops in this regard. 

 On the occasion of the launch of the 

campaign, representatives of Panchayati 

Raj Institutions and Urban Local 

Bodies were made aware about the ill 

effects of drugs and oath was  

administered to prevent drug abuse. 

 An exhibition and drama showcasing the 

ill effects of drugs was also organized in 

the joint coordination of the Social 

Justice and Empowerment and 

Education Department. Publicity 

material related to the drug abuse was 

also released. 

 Under this campaign drama, slogan 

writing, painting competitions, etc. 

were organized at the gram panchayat 

level in the state to make people aware 

about the ill effects of drugs. 

 During this campaign, street plays were 

also organized across the state.  

 Health department workers visited 

Gram Panchayats, Mahila Mandals and 

Schools to make people aware of the drug 

abuse. A special OPD would be provided 

by the Health Department on every 

Wednesday for drug related counseling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3-C  WAGING WAR ON DRUGS 

AGAINST CARTELS IN THE 

HILLS 

 The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) 

informed the Himachal Pradesh police 

that some of the biggest drug hauls were 

traced back to the hill state while in 

February the anti-extortion cell of Pune‘s 

police‘s crime branch cell seized a large 

consignment of charas smuggled from 

Kullu. 

 The state with its infamous export – the 

Malana cream – has been keeping 

several agencies throughout the country 

on tenterhooks for the past several years. 
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 Himachal Pradesh: Notorious for 

Drug Dependency. 

 Need to Establish Integrated 

Rehabilitation Centers for Addicts 
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 Integrated Drug Prevention Policy. 

 Drug Prevention Helpline, 1100. 

 Providing Necessary Guidance & 

Counseling on Drug Abuse.  
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 There is no denying the fact that as far as 

cultivation and processing of cannabis 
is concerned Kullu have been in the 

picture all along, given how conducive 

the weather and natural conditions are 

there. The illicit trafficking of drugs from 

Kullu is not just an inter-state 

underground business. It spreads its 

tentacles beyond India‘s borders. 

 Of late, the biggest headache for the local 

police has come in the form of a fine 

heroin called ―chitta‖— which is 

ruining the lives of many school and 

college going students.  

 The problem is multiplied for the hill 

state given the number of 

pharmaceutical companies located in 

Baddi-Brotiwala in Solan, besides, 

other areas bordering Uttarakhand 

such as Paonta and Kala Amb areas of 

Sirmaur, from where some drug cartels 

are known to pilfer substances like 

Tramadol that are used in processing of 

synthetic drugs.  

 Meanwhile teams from India are trying to 

get in touch with Interpol to get more 

information on international drug cartels. 

3-D  NEW HP HELPLINE TO CURB 

DRUG ABUSE 

 The state government has laid special 

emphasis on making good and 

qualitative drug prevention and 

rehabilitation system for those trapped 

in drug addiction.  

 The government has adopted a plan to 

make continuous multi-pronged efforts 

to solve the problems in an integrated 

manner. 

 In this direction, the government is 

contemplating to bring a State 

Integrated Drug Prevention Policy, in 

which a multi-pronged strategy and 

effective action strategy will be 

formulated in a practical manner to deal 

with all forms of drug abuse. 

 The multifaceted drug abuse problem 

was raised in the Inter-State Chief 

Minister level interactions with the Chief 

Ministers of neighbouring states and an 

action plan was also prepared in this 

regard.  

 The government was working in 

coordination with the neighbouring 

states, Central Government and 

International organisations such as 

United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime for South Asia. 

 A special Drug Prevention Helpline, 

1100, has been launched in Shimla . 

The objective of this helpline is to 

provide necessary guidance and 

counselling on drug abuse.  

 This helpline would connect drug 

dependent person or their parents with 

the nodal officers of Himachal Pradesh 

Nasha Nivaran Board and State 

Mental Health Authority in Shimla for 

initial counseling and guidance. If 

required, the person would further be 

referred to the nearest hospital, medical 

college, Integrated Rehabilitation and 

Here comes a sample of how wide this nexus 

originating from Himachal Pradesh is. 

 In February, 2021 the anti-extortion cell of 

Pune‘s police‘s crime branch cell seized a 

large consignment of charas smuggled from 

Kullu. 

 In May 2021, Mumbai police caught a huge 

contraband consignment that was traced back 

to Kasol. 

 In June, 2021 Surat police seized another big 

contraband consignment which was also traced 

back to Kasol, which is a small hamlet on the 

banks of the river Parvati, where drug 

consumption and trafficking is a multi-crore 

business. 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Drug-Prevention-Helpline
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Counseling Centre with facilities for 

psychiatric treatment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3-E NEW STRATEGY TO TRACK 

DRUG TRAFFICKERS: 

‗REGISTER 29‘ 

With illicit drug trade on the rise, Himachal 

Pradesh Police has re-devised its strategy to 

catch smugglers and keep track of addicts. 

The Himachal Pradesh Police has introduced 

'Register 29' in all the police stations to keep 

details of people involved in criminal cases related 

to drugs and psychotropics. 

 Since the state has problems related to 

illicit cultivation and trafficking of 

poppy and hashish along with heroin 

(chitta) and synthetic drugs, a need was 

felt to monitor these drug traffic 

operators (DTO) more closely and 

comprehensively. 

 This new register will allow police officers 

to monitor drug trafficking and trade more 

effectively and also help in bringing down 

drug-related cases.  

 This register is in the continuation of 

registers started to monitor sex offenders, 

unidentified bodies, suicides, missing 

women and children which have all 

yielded useful information and data. 

 At present, there is no mechanism to 

maintain the exact data of offenders 

booked under the NDPS Act.  

 The station house officer (SHO) of the 

police station concerned will have to 

maintain the register that will create a 

database for analyses and better 

prevention of drug trafficking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. USE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS 

 Himachal Pradesh has been ranked the 

best in the country in tobacco control 

among children aged 13-15 years by 

Global Youth Tobacco Survey.  

 Compared to Arunachal Pradesh and 

Mizoram, where the tobacco prevalence 

has been found the highest in the country 

at 58 per cent, only 1 per cent children 

use tobacco products in Himachal 

State. 

 Besides, the state has witnessed a 

significant decline in the use of tobacco 

among adults too. The survey in 2016-17 

recorded a decline of 24 per cent in 

tobacco use from 2010.  

 The sharp reduction in tobacco use could 

be attributed to the programme‘s success 

in reducing the exposure of smoking at 

home.  

 In the 2010 GATS survey, 82.5 per cent 

adults were exposed to smoke at home. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Qualitative Drug Prevention and 

Rehabilitation System. 

 Himachal State‘s Integrated Drug 

Prevention Policy. 

 Collaborative Model: 

 Global Collaboration 

With United Nations 

Office on Drugs and 

Crime for South Asia. 

 Regional Collaboration 

with Northern States. 

 Launch of a Special Drug 

Prevention Helpline, 1100. 

CATCHWORDS: 
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Operators (DTO). 
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Drug-Prevention-Helpline
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Drug-Prevention-Helpline
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Drug-Prevention-Helpline
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Thanks to sustained efforts, the number 

came down to 32.9% in the second 

survey in 2016 a child is kept away from 

tobacco in this age group, his chances of 

getting addicted later in life reduce 

significantly. Also, it is difficult to give 

up tobacco if one has started using it 

early in life. 

 The other is that it considerably reduces 

the possibility of children going for some 

other form of substance use. Tobacco is 

the gateway to the world of drugs.  

 The state is aiming to bring tobacco 

use below five per cent by 2030. 

 That only 1 per cent of the children in 

the 13-15 age group use tobacco 

products in Himachal Pradesh, as per the 

Global Youth Tobacco Survey, is 

testimony to the state‘s sustained 

tobacco-control measures.  

  ‗Catching them young‘ is the key to 

motivating people not to consume 

tobacco products later in life and also 

keep away from other harmful and 

addictive substances. 

 With the equally encouraging trend of a 

significant reduction in the 

consumption of the hazardous tobacco 

and smoking among adults over the 

years, the exemplary state is poised for a 

faster check on the spread of the menace 

that causes serious illnesses and kills 

lakhs of people every year.  

 Massive awareness campaigns, 

warnings on cigarette labels, banning 

smoking in public and prohibiting the 

sale of tobacco products to minors and 

around educational institutions as well as 

penalties and fines imposed on the 

violators have majorly contributed to the 

effective implementation of state policies. 

 However, the tobacco lobby is powerful 

and containing it is a daunting task. The 

authorities need to be more vigilant in 

checking the smuggling of tobacco 

products from across the border and their 

sale.  

 Reports of the border districts of 

Punjab being the transit points for the 

movement of foreign and Indian brands 

of cigarettes routed from Delhi point to a 

huge, unaccounted-for clandestine 

market.  

 Reports reveal a ground reality that is 

disturbing as it belies official claims.  

 The easy availability of gutkha, khaini 

pan masala and chewable tobacco 

products on the black market in areas 

such as lower Kangra and Palampur 

and a clientele — across age groups and 

rural-urban locations — ready to procure 

them at prices higher than the MRP paint 

a dark picture.  

 A stringent crackdown on the 

smugglers and traders by the 

authorities is needed to curb the illegal 

trade running into crores of rupees. 
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IV  SECURITY MEASURES 

1. ENSURING ROAD SAFETY 

 Maximum accidents in the State are 

attributed to overspeeding followed by 

negligent driving. 

 Himachal Pradesh, popularly known as 

Devbhoomi, is a favourite tourist 

destination. 

 It has limited air and rail connectivity and 

roads are the lifeline not only for the 

people of the state, but, also for the 

development of tourism, hydropower 

projects and the rapidly expanding 

industrial hubs. 

 The state has witnessed rapid expansion 

in terms of highway construction and 

broadening of roads. 

 However, road accidents remain one of 

the main concerns. 

 Human errors are responsible for over 

93 per cent of the total accidents in 

Himachal and about 30 to 35 per cent 

accidents occur on the national 

highways. 

 Till October 15, 2021, 817 persons were 

killed and 2,617 injured in 1,862 

accidents. 

 In hilly roads, curves are designed for 

maximum speed of 45 km per hour 

speed, but drivers often negotiate a curve 

at a speed of 70 km to 80 km per hour. 

That causes accidents. 

 Climate factors like landslides that 

block roads along with heavy rains and 

flash floods also result in roads and 

bridges being washed away, leading to 

loss of life and property. Remote areas 

have the problem of less number and 

frequency of buses and other vehicles 

which leads to overcrowding, increasing 

the chances of accidents. 

 According to the Road Accident Data 

Management System (RADMS) the 

maximum accidents in the state are 

attributed to over speeding, followed by 

dangerous and negligent driving, 

wrong overtaking, bad road conditions, 

drug and alcohol abuse and other 

reasons including adverse weather 

conditions and mechanical faults. 

 In 2021, 98 per cent of the accidents that 

involved vehicles plunging down hillside 

occurred in rural areas while only two 

per cent of such road mishaps took 

place in urban areas. 

 Out of these, 418 accidents (22.4 per 

cent) were caused due to vehicles veering 

off the road and rolling down steep hills, 

claiming 392 lives and injuring 672 

persons. 

 

MEASURES TAKEN 

 District-wise accident mapping, 

analysis and micro-management have 

helped the police identify mishap-prone 

stretches and reasons for the accidents. 

 A data bank has also been created on the 

basis of daily accident mapping with the 

categories of vehicles involved, 

dangerous and vulnerable stretches, black 

spots, timings and the reasons for 

accidents. 

 Some of the safety measures adopted 

include Doppler radars to check speed 

and deployment of traffic police at 

vulnerable points. The focus of police has 

shifted to road safety. 
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 The state government has been requested 

to provide interceptor vehicles to control 

over-speeding and traffic police stations 

on busy national highways. 

 The students and faculty innovators of 

IIT Mandi in Himachal Pradesh have 

developed a smart road monitoring 

system that will help prevent accidents 

occurring at sharp turns and enhance 

traffic management, especially in the 

hilly areas. 

 The research team has created the system 

that can be used for speed detection, 

vehicle counts, enhanced traffic 

management, by employing the micro-

electro-mechancial systems (MEMS) and 

internet of things (IoT) technologies. 

 The developed system comprises two 

layers of detection units to alert the 

drivers. It will detect the type of vehicle 

passing through the unit and if it is 

heading toward the curve, the drivers on 

the other side will be alerted about the 

incoming traffic through a signal. 

 Bad roads and negligence of drivers 

result in death and disability which need 

to be ruled out by taking special 

initiatives like providing training to the 

drivers and the vehicle's road worthiness 

must be maintained to prevent mishaps.  

 Roads safety infrastructure like crash 

barriers and parapets along with proper 

signage should be ensured. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. CROWD MANAGEMENT OF 

SHAKTIPEETHS 

Temple premises and periphery areas of all five 

shaktipeeths in Himachal, namely Chintpurni, 

Brajeshwari Mata, Chamunda Devi, Naina 

Devi and Jwalaji temple, would be brought 

under CCTV surveillance for better management 

of crowd and traffic and foolproof security of 

temples. 

 

 

REPLICATING BEST PRACTICES 

 The projects will be funded by the 

temple trusts. 

 The idea is to replicate best practices, 

including security systems, protocol 

and technologies used by Tirumala 

Tirupati Devsthanam in Andhra 

Pradesh. One of the biggest Hindu 

temples in the world which handles a 

large number of pilgrims daily. 

 Respective Deputy Commissioners have 

been directed for installation of cameras 

on the temple campus and the 

surroundings.  

 There have been cases of stampede and 

theft of ancient idols and other valuable 

items from temples in the past and 

bringing science in management with 

inclusion of modern techniques and best 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Evolving Effective Mechanism to 

Sensitize Drivers on Road Safety 

Measures. 

 Mitigation of Road Accidents And 

Injuries. 

 Road Safety Advocacy Programmes. 

 Creation of Road Safety Culture. 
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practices would be helpful in avoiding 

such incidents, besides help maintain 

better law and order in the future. 

 As many as 220 cameras would be 

installed in three phases in Chintpurni 

temple which has the highest footfall in 

the state.  

 The approval for installation of 64 

automatic number plate reading 

(ANPR) cameras and pan-tilt-zoom 
cameras in the temple at a cost of about 

Rs 2.5 crores in the first phase is awaited. 

 In the second and third phases 120 and 

36 cameras would be installed in the 

inner and outer circle (periphery area) 

and border entry points.  

 The project envisages setting up of an 

integrated command and control 

centre integrating ANPR cameras, 
CCTVs and drone cameras for which 

the proposal has been forwarded.  

 To ensure security, SHO Chintpurni has 

been designated as the temple security 

officer. Earlier the security was managed 

by police, home guard and private 

security guards. 

 A large number of pilgrims visit temple 

during fairs and at the weekend. CCTV 

surveillance system would be beneficial 

in managing rush, besides allocating 

parking space. The third eye would also 

keep a check on anti-social elements. 

 Similarly, Naina Devi Temple has been 

divided into nine sectors and cameras 
have been installed in 3-4 sectors. A 

proposal has been submitted for 

installation of cameras in all sectors and 

setting up of command and control 

centres. 

 It may be recalled that two major 

stampedes at Naina Devi temple in 1983 

and 2008 had claimed over 200 lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. EVOLVING EFFECTIVE 

MECHANISM TO SENSITIZE 

DRIVERS ON ROAD SAFETY 

MEASURES 

 An effective mechanism must be evolved 

to reach out to all the driving license 

holders of the Himachal State to sensitize 

them regarding road safety measures 

and ensuring safer road mobility.  

 The involvement of the public as well as 

NGOs must be ensured to make the 

programme a success.  

 Special thrust must be laid on road 

safety advocacy programme and Good 

Samaritans for ensuring better road 

safety.  

 Good Samaritan is a person who without 

expectation voluntarily comes forward to 

Besides, a large number of ancient temples and 

five shaktipeeths, Himachal is also home to 

Dalai Lama and several Buddhist monasteries 

like Tabo and Key Monastery, Dalai Lama 

main temple, Buddha temple at Rewalsar and 

Kardang Monastery. Lakhs of devotees visit 

these religious places round the year. 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Suggestive Framework for Crowd 

Management Plan. 

 Use of CCTV Cameras. 

  Medical First–Aid Rooms and 

Emergency Operations Centres. 
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 Proper Public Announcement 

Systems. 
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administer immediate assistance or 

emergency care to a person injured in an 

accident.  

 The Government of India had made an 

amendment in the Motor Vehicles 

Rules, 1989 in September 2020 to 

provide rights to Good Samaritan. 

 A proper media campaign must be 

prepared to sensitize the people regarding 

road safety in the State.  

 Optimum use of print, digital and 

electronic media must be ensured 

besides broadcasting Radio Talk Shows 

with subject specialists.  

 There is the need to organize painting, 

essay, and slogan writing competitions 
amongst school students.  

 Online competition could also be 

organized through Nehru Yuva Kendras 

for various Yuvak Kendras of the State.  

 Newly elected representatives of 

Panchayati Raj Institutions, as well as 

Urban Local Bodies, must also be 

involved in mass awareness regarding 

road safety measures.  

 An orientation programme must also be 

held for drivers of school vans as well as 

commercial vehicles.  

 A special drive must be held to 

sensitize PWD and NHAI contractors so 

that black spots could be removed and 

improved at the time of construction of 

roads.  

 Eye testing camps should also be 

planned for commercial drivers.  

 A workshop should also be organized for 

spreading awareness regarding DIGI-

LOCKER and PARIVAHAN 

application.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. SAFETY AUDIT OF BUILDINGS 

AT SHIMLA'S KACHI GHATI 

A team of technical experts will undertake safety 

audit of 12 buildings adjacent to the eight-storey 

building that collapsed in the Kachi Ghati area in 

September, 2020. It will also supervise measures 

to save three buildings. 

 The audit to be undertaken among others 

by technical experts from IIT-Roorkee 

and National Institute of Technology 

(NIT), Hamirpur, will examine the 

safety and structural stability of the 12 

buildings.  

 The exercise is part of recommendations 

made by a three-member fact-finding 

committee formed to look into the 

reasons for the building collapse.  

 Kachi Ghati is a fragile area. Despite that, 

several multi-storey buildings were 

allowed to come up there. 

 The fact-finding committee had 

recommended the setting up of a team 

comprising technical experts from the 

geological wing of the Industries 

Department, PWD and architect 

planner of the SMC to supervise the 

protection measures. 
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Programme. 

  Involvement of Local 

Representatives. 

 Identification and Removal of 

Black Spots. 



 

GURUJI’S KIRPA, SNM IAS STUDY GROUP 

 WEBSITE: www.snmiasacademy.com 134 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  HIMACHAL'S CYBER FRAUD 

CASES  

There is no let-up in the cyber fraud cases in the 

state with increasing incidents of designing fake 

applications and software, looting people through 

online trading and ticket booking. 

 The social media platforms are a gold 

mine of information for scammers as the 

email IDs and phone numbers used in 

these sites are also linked to the bank 

accounts of consumers.  

 As per the information, over 8,000 

complaints have been received in various 

police stations across the state. 

 

 

Complaints in Cyber police station 

(Shimla) from 

January 1 to December 10, 2021. 
 

Cyber crimes 

complaints 

Number 

Financial Fraud 2015 

Social Networking 1663 

Lost/ stolen Mobile 

phones 

172 

Others 1331 

Total 5181 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A large number of fake websites and 

applications, e-commerce platforms, 

social media accounts and emails have 

been created.  

 Cyber criminals are now using software 

and applications like Team Viewer and 

Any Desk app to access mobile phones 

of people to transfer funds from their 

accounts. 

 Maximum complaints received are 

related to financial frauds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. RANGE-LEVEL CYBER CRIME 

POLICE STATIONS 

 Realising the growth in cybercrime 

threats, a proposal to open range-level 

cyber crime police stations has been 

made by the state CID before the 

government. 

 The rapid rise in cybercrime cases in 

the last five years requires more cyber 

crime police stations in Himachal 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Developing Core Skills in Cyber 

Security and Data Integrity. 

 Setting Stringent Cyber-Security 

Standards. 

 Launching Awareness Campaign on 

a large scale. 

 Conducting Cyber Security Mock 
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Pradesh. As yet, there's only one station 

in Shimla for 12 districts.  

 The opening of cyber crime police 

stations at the range-level will not only 

ease the burden of the police station in 

Shimla but also make available specially 

trained cyber warriors for speedier 

investigation. 

7. HIMACHAL PRADESH 

ADJUDGED FIRST IN 

IMPLEMENTATION OF CCTNS 

 Himachal Pradesh has been awarded the 

first position among hill states in the 

implementation of Crime and Criminal 

Tracking Network and Systems 

(CCTNS). 

 It was announced at a Conference on 

Good Practices in Crime and Criminal 

Tracking Network and Systems 

(CCTNS) and Interoperable Criminal 

Justice System (ICJS).  

 The virtual event was hosted at the 

National Crime Records Bureau 

(NCRB), New Delhi.  

 The state police's stellar performance in 

the field of CCTNS would boost the 

confidence of Himachal Pradesh Police in 

using technology in day to day policing. 

 This is a national level award for hilly 

states and Himachal Pradesh has been 

declared the best performing state 

amongst the 10 hilly states for a second 

year in succession. 

CCTNS PROJECT 

 

 CCTNS is a Central government project 

for creating a comprehensive and 

integrated system for effective policing 

through e-governance.  

 There are 22 different parameters/criteria 

viz hardware/software deployment, 

network connectivity, data migration, 

capacity building etc. to decide this 

award. 

 CCTNS was conceptualised in the 

aftermath of the 2008 Mumbai attack and 

it aims to integrate all the data and 

records of crime into a core application 

software (CAS), spread across 29 states 

and 7 union territories of the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  A BOUNDARY DISPUTE 

BETWEEN HIMACHAL 

PRADESH AND JAMMU & 

KASHMIR  

 A boundary dispute has once again 

erupted between Himachal Pradesh and 

Jammu and Kashmir over the Padri Jot 

area bordering Chamba and Doda.  

 Himachal has sent a dossier in support of 

its claim over Padri Jot falling in Salooni 

subdivision of Chamba district. 

 The issue will now be raised at the Inter-

State Council meeting as the Jammu and 

Kashmir has reportedly encroached upon 

around 8-9 km into Himachal‘s territory. 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 CCTNS: A Mission Mode Project 

under National E-Governance Plan. 

 CCTNS: Development of Nationwide 

Database of Crime and Criminals. 

 CCTNS: A Comprehensive and 

Integrated System for Effective 

Policing. 

 Himachal Pradesh Becomes the First 

State in India to Connect Police Posts 

with CCTNS. 
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BOUNDARY ROW 

 The issue arose in 2016 when the Doda 

authorities started constructing a road in 

the area 

 Himachal objected to the construction of 

road saying the area is part of Salooni 

subdivision in Chamba district. 

 With the boundary dispute remaining 

unresolved for the past many years, 

Himachal might take it up with the 

Centre to help work out a permanent 

solution.  

 The issue was discussed at a meeting 

between Deputy Commissioners of 

Chamba and Doda at Khundi Maral on 

December 10. The Jammu and Kashmir 

authorities have assured that they would 

respond to the claims of the Chamba 

administration after verifying its records. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V     SPORTS SECTOR 

1. WOMEN NATIONAL ICE 

HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIP  

 Himachal Chief Minister inaugurated the 

9th Women National Ice Hockey 

Championship-2022 at Ice Skating 

Rink, Kaza in Lahaul and Spiti 

district.  

 Ice hockey is one of the most popular 

winter sports of the world. 

 This event would give an added boost to 

the tourism development in the region 

besides promoting ice hockey amongst 

the younger generation.  

 This sports is quite popular in 

Uttrakhand, Ladakh, Kashmir and other 

Himalayan states. 

 Teams from Himachal Pradesh, 

Telangana, Ladakh, ITBP Ladakh, 

Chandigarh and Delhi participated in this 

mega event. 

 The State Government has announced the 

High-Altitude Sports Center in Kaza 
with an estimated cost of Rs 16 crore. 

 Skate Boots have been provided by the 

Department of Youth Services and 

Sports for training the players at a cost of 

Rs 27 lakhs and Ice rinks have been 

developed by the administration on a 

small scale in Lidang, Sagnam, Losar, 

Tabo, Hikmi. 

 The championship was held in Kaza area 

of Himachal Pradesh from January 15 – 

21. 

 Ice hockey was introduced the first time 

at Kaza in December 2019, when a 10-

day ice hockey training camp was 

organised. That event was organised by 

the Youth Services and Sports 

Department, Kaza, in collaboration with 

Ladakh Women Ice Hockey 

Foundation. 

 In 2019, the Kaza administration had 

developed the first ice hockey skating 

rink in Himachal Pradesh at such a high 

altitude – an elevation of 3,720 m — in 

the Spiti valley in this district.  

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Need for Union Government‘s 

Intervention as a Facilitator. 

 Resolution of Inter-State 

Boundary Dispute. 

 Role of Northern Zone Council. 

 Horizontal Cooperative 

Federalism. 
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2. TAE KWON DO GOLD 

MEDALLIST  

 District Commissioner honoured national 

tae kwon do gold medallist Mannat 

Bayal, a resident of Julakari mohalla in 

Chamba, with a trophy and a memento 

on behalf of Prerana-the Inspiration, 

an NGO. 

 Mannat returned to Chamba after 

winning the gold medal in the National 

Tae kwon do Competition held in 

Uttarakhand . 

3. SPORTS INITIATIVES OF 

HIMACHAL STATE  

 The State Government is making efforts 

to nurture sports talent in Himachal as 

well as to give importance to such 

activities at the village level and 

encourage women participation. 

 A New Sports Policy would be 

implemented in the state to promote 

sports, encourage talented youth and 

develop the sports infrastructure, which 

would benefit the players in a big way. 

 Under Mukhyamantri Yuva Khel 

Protsahan Yojna, one playing field has 

been constructed in each assembly 

segment at a cost of Rs 15 lakh. Rs 

1032.91 lakh have been spent under this 

scheme during the last four years. 

 To provide employment to excellent 

sportspersons, a provision of three 

percent reservation has been made by 

the State Government, under which 220 

players excelling in different sports 

activities were provided employment in 

various departments, corporations and 

boards. 

 Rs 7.39 crore have been spent on 

organizing various sports 

activities in the state during this 

period.  

 Rs 76.81 crore were spent for 

creating modern sports 

infrastructure in the state. 

 Rs 4.59 crore were spent for 

mobilizing additional facilities and 

infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. NEW SPORTS POLICY, 2021 

New Sports Policy 2021, which will replace the 

sports policy was framed in 2001. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 The Ladakh Women's Team Has 

Won the Ninth National Women's 

Ice Hockey Championship 

Organised by the Ice Hockey 

Association of India in Himachal 

Pradesh. 

 The Move was Aimed to Promote 

Winter Sports Activities in this 

Region to Attract Tourists During 

the Winter Season. 

 It is the First Women National Ice 

Hockey Championship to be held in 

Himachal Pradesh. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Nurturing Sports Talent in the 

State. 

 A New Sports Policy, 2021. 

  Provision for Increased 

Reservation. 

  Mukhya Mantri Yuva Khel 

Protsahan Yojana. 
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OBJECTIVES: 

 The Swarnim Jayanti Sports Policy, 

2021 lays emphasis on sports promotion 

by developing, maintaining and optimally 

utilising high quality sports 

infrastructure.  

 The policy aims at encouraging public 

private participation in creating sports 

infrastructure and coordinating with 

educational institutions for promotion of 

sports. 

 It aims at providing the best of facilities 

for training and support to sports 

persons for participation and excellence 

in national and international 

championships with high standards of 

ethics.  

 The policy also aims at introducing 

scientific research in training for long 

term sports development and recognize 

and honour talent in sports and reward 

young women and men who have 

achieved excellence in sports. 

 The Minister for Sports, Youth Affairs 

and Forests unveiled the new sports 

policy of the state. 

THE HALLMARK OF THE NEW 

POLICY: 

 An increase in the job quota for 

sportspersons from 2 to 3 per cent.  

 Increase in financial award for players 

winning medals in national and 

international events.  

 Setting up of super specialised residential 

sports academies at district level. 

 Cash awards for winning medals in 

Commonwealth Games/ Para World 

Games, World University Games, Youth 

Olympic Games, Youth Asian Games 

and Asian and Commonwealth 

Championships had also been doubled.  

 Cash awards had also been introduced for 

sportspersons winning medals in National 

Youth Games, All India Inter-University 

Games, Khelo India university games, 

national women sports festivals, All-India 

Rural Sports Tournament at senior and 

junior levels and national school games, 

he said. 

 Old players, who had represented the 

state at national and international level 

and were serving in various government 

departments, would be made patron of 

the sports academies to be opened at each 

district. These athletes would be asked to 

mentor the budding sportspersons from 

the state. 

 The Khel Mahakumbh schedule would 

be released in the month of March.  

 Tournaments in a variety of sports 

disciplines would be organised at 

panchayat, tehsil, subdivision, district and 

state level.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

BETTER INCENTIVES 

 Quota for Sportspersons in 

Government Jobs Increased 

from 2% To 3%. 

 Winners of Gold Medal in 

Olympics, Paralympics to get Rs. 

3 Cr, Silver Rs 2 cr. 

 Those Qualifying, Participating 

in Olympics, Paralympics to get 

Rs.15 lakh. 

 Super Specialised Sports 

Academies with Residential 

Facilities at District Level. 
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5. VIJAY HAZARE TROPHY 

 Himachal cricket team members who 

have won the Vijay Hazare trophy were 

felicitated at the Dharamsala 

International Cricket Stadium by The 

Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association 

(HPCA).  

 The team members were welcomed by 

the office-bearers of the association, 

including its president Arun Dhumal. 

 The President declared award money of 

₹1 crore for the winning team. 

 This has happened for the first time 

that Himachal Pradesh had won a 

national level trophy in cricket.  

 The HPCA would strengthen the training 

facilities in Himachal so that more 

players from rural areas make it to the top 

level.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VI  SOCIAL INCLUSION 

1. HIMACHAL PRADESH 

WELFARE MEASURES FOR 

GADDI COMMUNITY 

Himachal Police Department has been directed to 

take immediate steps to check theft of sheep and 

goats of the Gaddi community by taking strict 

action against the criminals. 

The chief Minister presided over the meeting of 

Himachal Pradesh Gaddi Kalyan Board at 

Dharamshala. The State Police has issued 

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) on this 

subject, according to which the responsibility of 

the police administration has been fixed so as to 

ensure safety of life and property of the 

community. 

 It is the endeavor of the State 

Government that wherever the Gaddi 

community lives, they should participate 

in the Gaddi Welfare Board and with 

this spirit, the State Government has 

nominated members of the Gaddi 

community from every corner of the 

State.  

 The Chief Minister directed that 

compensation should be provided without 

delay to the Gaddis on loss of their sheep 

or goats due to natural disaster or 

pandemic.  

 The concerned officers have been 

directed to ensure timely vaccination of 

the sheep and goats of Gaddis to protect 

their flock from various serious diseases. 

 The concerned officers would separately 

examine the issues raised in the meeting 

regarding opening and upgradation of 

health and educational institutions in the 

tribal and hard areas.  

 The concerned department should ensure 

that no one transfer the grazing permit 

issued to them to other person as this 

would be viewed  seriously. 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Ranji One-Day Trophy. 

 Himachal Pradesh Beat Tamil 

Nadu to Win Maiden Domestic 

Title. 

 HPCA: To Augment the Game of 

Cricket in Himachal State. 
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 It was due to the benevolence of late 

Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee that 

Gaddi community was given this 

special tribal status in the year 2003. 

 The State Government would consider 

including adequate representation of 

tribal people in Scheduled Tribe 

Commission so that participation of the 

Scheduled Tribes must be ensured. 

 Steps would be taken to make adequate 

provision of budget for tribal people 

living in non-tribal areas. 

 The State Government has succeeded in 

receiving an amount of Rs 46 crore from 

the Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs 
for the development of tribal people 

living in non-tribal areas, during  the last 

three years, whereas only Rs 33 crore 

were sanctioned from the Centre during 

the  previous government during its five-

year tenure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. LOW GENDER RATIO AT 

BIRTH  

Himachal Pradesh is among the only three states 

and UTs now where sex ratio at birth continues to 

be below 900, the other two being Goa, Dadra 

and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu. 

 Despite the state‘s overall sex ratio being 

higher than the national average (1,040 

females per 1,000 males) against the 

national mean of 1,020), the hill state is 

in an uneasy situation as far as gender 

parity is concerned. 

 Against the national average of 929, the 

sex ratio at birth in the state in the last 

five years is a mere 875. 

 If the trend continues and no corrective 

measures are taken, the situation could 

become as bad as in Haryana.  

 The sex ratio at birth in the NFHS-4 was 

recorded at 937 in the state, from where it 

has nosedived to 875. 

 This drastic decline can be attributed to 

two factors – the declining total fertility 

rate and preference for male child.  

 The total fertility rate has dropped to 

1.7, meaning many couples are 

opting for just one child. This is 

happening mostly where the first 

child is a male. Many couples drop 

the idea of having a second child if 

the first born is a male child. There‘s 

a clear preference for a male child.  

 Also, there‘s a problem of sex 

detection at birth, especially in the 

border areas of the state. It‘s in these 

areas where the sex ratio at birth is 

particularly low. 

 In fact, the decline in the state‘s overall 

sex ratio has already begun. As against 

1,078 females per 1,000 males in the 

NFHS-4, the number has dropped to 

1,040 in NFHS-5.  

CATCHWORDS: 

 Need for Inclusion of Adequate 

Representation of Tribal People in 

Scheduled Tribe Commission. 

 Adequate Provision of Budget for 

Tribal People Living in Non-

Tribal Areas. 

 Transformation of Gaddi 

Community. 

 Scheduled Tribe Status for Gaddi 

Community in Himachal State. 
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 Interestingly, no other state and Union 

Territory with a higher overall sex ratio 

than Himachal in the NFHS-5 has 

witnessed a decline in these numbers 

since the NFHS-4. 

 There‘s a clear imbalance in the sex ratio 

at birth and the overall sex ratio. It needs 

to be addressed at the earliest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. NATIONAL 

MULTIDIMENSIONAL 

POVERTY  INDEX (MPI)  

 Himachal Pradesh has bagged the 23rd 

position in the National 

Multidimensional Index of India (MPI) 

report issued by the Niti Aayog, with 

7.62 per cent of its population being 

multi-dimensionally poor. 

 It is based on the National Family 

Health Survey-5. The survey has taken 

into account health, education and 

standard of living of households.  

 The neighbouring state of Haryana lies 

on the 21st position while Punjab lies on 

the 24th position. Uttrakhand stood at 

the 15th position. 

 Chamba tops the state with 11.27 per 

cent MPI, while Sirmaur and Solan 

district were at the second and third 

position with MPI of 10.88 and 9.24 per 

cent, respectively. 

 Smaller district of Kullu was at the 

fourth position with 8.97 per cent MPI 

while Mandi is ahead of tribal districts 

Lahaul-Spiti and Kinnaur, registering 

MPI of 8.3 per cent as against 7.7 per 

cent registered by Lahaul-Spiti, which 

occupies the sixth position among 

districts.  

 Presence of industrial clusters appears to 

have failed to alleviate poverty in Solan 

and Sirmaur.  

 Bilaspur secured MPI of 7.54 per cent 

and occupied the seventh position while 

Shimla is marginally better at eight 

position with MPI of 7.5 per cent. 

 The state‘s biggest district of Kangra has 

MPI of 5.88 per cent where Una stood 

next with MPI of 5.12 per cent, followed 

by Kinnaur at 5.10 per cent and 

Hamirpur has the lowest MPI score of 

4.60 per cent.  

 The MPI was found to be more 

pronounced in rural areas. 

 On parameters of nutrition, there are 

27.2 per cent households where a child 

between the age of 0 to 59 months or 

women between the ages of 0 to 49 years 

or men between the ages of 15 to 54 

years have been found to be 

undernourished. 

 As many as 3.8 per cent households have 

a school-aged child not attending 

school. The school attendance is 

deficient from 0.9 to 1.1 per cent for 

varying school-going aged children. 

Standard of living takes into account 

cooking fuel, sanitation, drinking water 

and electricity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 The Declining Total Fertility 

Rate. 

 Preference for Male Child. 

 Imbalance in the Sex Ratio at 

Birth. 

 Need to Take Corrective 

Measures. 
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 7.62 percent of Himachal state‘s 

population is Multi- Dimensional Poor. 

 

MPI Performance of Himachal State 

Northern States Rank in MPI 

Uttrakhand 15
th

 

Haryana 21
st
 

Himachal Pradesh 23
rd

 

Punjab 24th 

 

 MPI Performance of Himachal State 

Districts 

Rank District MPI Percentage 

1 Chamba 11.27 

2 Sirmour 10.88 

3 Solan  9.24 

4 Kullu 8.97 

5 Mandi 8.3 

6 Lahual- Spiti 7.7 

7 Bilaspur 7.54 

8 Shimla 7.5 

9 Kangra 5.88 

10 Una 5.12 

11 Kinnaur 5.10 

12 Hamirpur 4.60 

 

4. GRIHINI SUVIDHA YOJANA 

 Ujjwala and Himachal Grihini 

Suvidha Scheme of centre and state 

government prove boon for the people 

of the state and making Himachal 

Pradesh the first state in the country to 

become smoke-free state. 

 This milestone was achieved due to 

the Ujjwala Scheme and Grahini 

Suvidha Yojana by Centre.  

 The Ujjwala scheme was introduced by 

the government to get rid of the smoke.  

 The Grahini Suvidha Scheme was 

introduced to assist the women of rural 

areas. 

 Ujjwalla Yojna was started by the Centre 

government with the view to free the 

women of the country from indoor 

pollution.  

 Along with this, the Himachal 

government also started the Grihini 

Suvidha Yojana to benefit as many 

women as possible, under the scheme. 

 Under the Ujjwala yojana with an 

expenditure of Rs. 21.81 crore 1.36 lakh 

free domestic connections were given in 

Himachal.  

 Under the Grihini Suvidha Yojana of 

the Himachal government, 3.23 lakh 

housewives were provided free gas 

cylinders at a cost of Rs. 120 crore. 

 Mukhya Mantri Grihini Suvidha 

Yojana was launched on 26th May 

2018.  

 With the concerted efforts of the Centre 

and State government, the women of the 

state have become free from indoor 

pollution.  

 Besides this, in order to conserve the 

environment, free LPG connection is 

given to families with no gas connection. 

5.   EXHIBITION OF LAHAUL 

PRODUCTS  

 The products prepared by the self-help 

groups of Lahaul, under the National 

Rural Livelihood Mission, attracted a 

lot of tourists to an exhibition in Kullu 

and Manali. 

 Knitted socks, gloves, sweaters, 

traditional food products such as dosa, 

local tea, marchu, thupka and momos 

were available at the exhibition at Hotel 

Himalayan in Manali and Hotel 

Sarvari of the Tourism Development 

Corporation in Kullu. 

GOOD RESPONSE 

 The district administration‘s initiative 

yielded positive results for the women. It 

has boosted the morale of the women 

self-help groups.  
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 The women self-help groups preparing 

these traditional handicrafts and 

delicacies of Lahaul were received a 

good response from the tourists. 

 The Lahaul-Spiti district administration 

would extend full help and guidance to 

these self-help groups to promote their 

handicraft products and delicacies at the 

national level. The tourists could also 

enjoy these delicacies during the Winter 

Carnival, which kicked off on January 2 

in Manali. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VII  SOCIO-CULTURAL 

DIMENSION 

1.  LAHAUL SNOW FESTIVAL, 2022  

 The 75-day Snow Festival began with 

prayers at the famous Triloknath temple 

in the Lahaul valley on January 13. 

 It was inaugurated by Minister for 

Technical Education, Ram Lal Markanda.  

 The festival would be celebrated 

according to religious beliefs and 

traditional customs, and also keeping in 

mind the calendar fixed by the Lamas 

(monks) of the valley for various events.  

 The festivals of Udna, Gochi, Halda, 

Fagli and Yor organised in Gahar, 

Pattan and Tinan valleys would also be 

associated with the Snow Festival to 

make tourists aware about the rich 

traditions of the region. 

 A craft mela and a tribal dance fair 
would also be organised. 

 To exhibit ancient artifacts related to the 

religious and social life of Lahaul, the 

Snow Craft and Food Festival would 

also be held. 

 Traditional sports competitions would 

be organised for women and children. 

 There will be a weaving competition for 

women and the Snow Queen (Him 

Sundari) will also be selected during the 

Snow Festival. A photography 

competition will also be part of the 

festival. 

 It is one of the longest festivals 

celebrated in India and is on a par with 

the 75-day Bastar Dussehra held in 

Chhattisgarh. The cultural traditions and 

ancient festivals have been rejuvenated 

through this festival. 

 Rs 25 crore has also been approved from 

NABARD to celebrate it extensively.  

 The main objective of the festival was to 

showcase the ancient and rich heritage 

in harmony with the religious beliefs and 

local customs of the valley.  

 In future, winter sports would also be 

added to this festival to attract tourists. 

Tourists would be taken to attractive and 

untouched places. 

2  SNOW FESTIVAL, 2021 

 The high-altitude tribal valley has 

rediscovered its ‗soul and spirit‘ after 

CATCHWORDS: 

 National Rural Livelihood 

Mission: - A Centrally 

Sponsored Programme. 

 Aim is to Eliminate Rural 

Poverty. 

 Imparting the Livelihoods 

Through Universal Social 

Mobilization. 

  Facilitating Knowledge 

Dissemination, Skill Building, 

Access to Credit and Access to 

Market. 
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the opening of Atal Rohtang Tunnel 

ushered in new hopes. 

 The tribal civilisation in the Spiti 

valley used to remain isolated behind the 

13,059 feet Rohtang Pass, for at least six 

months due to harsh winters. 

 But the opening of Atal Rohtang Tunnel– 

world‘s longest traffic tunnel–has now 

provided all-weather connectivity to the 

tribal population in the region. 

 Snow festival in Lahaul has marked the 

longest celebration of the spirit of 

cultural reunion in the valley. The 

entire region was abuzz with festivities 

soaked in cultural diversities revisiting 

some of their forgotten traditions. 

 Lahaul-Spiti–an abode of snow-capped 

mountains, glaciers, frozen blue-water 

lakes, the confluence of ice-cold 

Chandra and Bhaga rivers, land of 

ancient religious customs, traditions and 

home to indigenous tribes–has never 

seen such a happening phase before now. 

 Earlier, during winters, the people of the 

region were cut off from the rest of the 

world. During that time the only major 

activity they indulged in was partaking in 

rituals and attending winter festivals held 

in different parts of the valley. Now, the 

district administration has tried to 

combine all those winter activities and 

showcase them on one platform. This 

snow festival was run for 2 long 

months, it‘s also the longest snow 

festival in India. 

 A snow craft competition was also 

organised as part of the snow festival in 

Lahaul and Spiti district.  

 Students from Government Senior 

Secondary School, Keylong craved 

intricate snow sculptures and showcased 

their skills to the school.  

 This festival also promotes traditional 

sports like tug-of-war on snow, 

archery, and ‗chholo‘.  

 This snow festival also has traditional 

attire and utensils on display.  Lahaul 

and Spiti‘s tribal art, cuisines and culture 

was also be on display. 

 Games like archery and Tug-of-war were 

organised at new locations every day 

have turned out to be among the most 

exciting activities for youth and women.  

 Local youth introduced igloos in the fest, 

which they have proposed to open for 

tourists from next season.  

 The visitors were being greeted with the 

finest delicacies served on tables and 

chairs made of ice. 

 Women, who normally used to remain 

inside showed overwhelming 

participation. They have engaged in 

cooking some of the forgotten 

traditional cuisines and have joined 
knitting competitions, folk songs 

recitals and have turned the whole 

environment into a rare festivity‖, 

narrates Rai. 

 Traditional games chholo (ancient 

game of dice), archery and ancient 

musical instruments are out for public 

display.  

 For the first time, the Lahauls celebrated 

ancient festivals including Fagli, Halda, 

Losar, Kuns, Jukaru, Gochi, Poona 

and Lamohi together at larger 

platforms. 

 The best part is that the snow festival is 

happened at ―zero-cost‖ for the 

government. Everything is collectively 

funded and hosted by the locals, mahila 

mandals and youth. There is no burden 

on district administration as it's a 

completely participatory exercise. 

 One has never seen such an involvement 

of the local communities at this time. The 
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villagers are competed with each other to 

put up the best show and bring out new 

things from their collections/archives to 

enthral and capture the attention of their 

guests. it definitely got the world's 

attention and put Lahaul Spiti on the 

world map. 

 The excitement indeed seems to be more 

about the end of their centuries-old 

suffering and opening of the valley to the 

world after Rohtang Tunnel. 

 Tug-of-war on snow has become a 

unique experience for the residents 

besides other unique games.  

 Local youths have introduced igloos in 

the fest which shall be available for 

tourists to spend a night from next year 

onwards.  

 Chief guests and organisers were being 

offered tables and chairs made of ice. 

Knitting competitions were being 

organised for local women at different 

locations. 

 Snow sculptures prepared by local artists 

are catching the fancy of the tourists and 

residents. Sculptures of Lord Buddha, 

lion, ibex, stupas, praying diyas and 

many other symbols have been the 

main attraction for visitors.  

 Old artifacts, a few of which are still in 

use by residents, are also being 

showcased. Ice climbing on frozen 

waterfall at Commander nullah near 

Keylong is also being organised for 

adventure enthusiasts. 

 Tourists were welcomed with khatag, a 

traditional ceremonial scarf. They were 

offered local cuisines.  

 The themes, traditions, culture, snow 

sculptures, local games, competitions, 

winter games and cuisines have spelled 

magic.  

SNOW FESTIVAL IN SPITI VALLEY, 

2021 

 Spiti Snow Festival started 

from Lossar village of the valley. The 

festival showcased its Buddhist culture, 

its unique culture, traditions, folk arts, 

dresses and cuisines. Snow crafting, 

where different art works were prepared 

with snow, remained the main attraction.  

 The traditional artifacts were displayed 

and it was displayed that how people in 

past times used to weave their clothes.  

 Winter sports like ice hockey, ice 

skating and ice climbing were also be 

included in the festival. 

 This festival was  celebrated on the lines 

of  Lahaul Snow Festival. But the culture 

and traditions of Spiti are unique which 

cannot be found anywhere else in the 

country. Spiti is also known as mini-

Ladakh for its resemblance with 

landscapes and monasteries of Ladakh. 

 Snow leopards have become an integral 

part of tourism of Spiti valley. The 

organisers were planning to include snow 

leopards to the Snow Festival by 

organising different activities.  

 The mask dance organised in Gompas 

here is very unique and famous.  

 Local festivals, mask dance, Spitian folk 

songs, dances and many other events 

were organized under the Snow Festival. 

 Besides its culture and 

landscapes, Spiti is famous for its 

monasteries that defy the laws of 

architecture. Buddhist lamas, their 

gurus, local stakeholders, government 

officials, associations and NGOs 

collectively celebrated the snow festival. 
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FUTURE PLANS: 

 The administration, which has registered 

nearly 500 homestays in Lahaul valley in 

just five days during a special campaign 

under the Snow Festival, will make 

arrangements of accommodating tourists 

in homestays in next Snow Festival. 

 A Tribal Festival will also be celebrated 

in the entire valley on the lines of snow 

festival which will begin from Sissu 

village.  

 The district will adopt strategy of 

cultural tourism from Ladakh and 

plans to start adventure activities like 

paragliding and river rafting in the 

valley.  

 A state level archery competition and 

national ice hockey championships are 

also in the pipeline. 

 Soon electric buses will run in Lahaul-

Spiti which will facilitate tourists and 

will reduce carbon emission. Mobile 

toilets, garbage treatment, 24 hour 

running drinking water, tourist facility 

centres at Jispa, Udaipur and Sissu have 

been planned. The administration is 

focussing on eco-friendlly cultural 

tourism.  

3. MAHA NATI OF MANALI 

WINTER CARNIVAL 

 Women donning the local attire 

enthralled the audience by performing 

‗maha nati‘ at the Mall on the the Winter 

Carnival in Manali.  

 Hundreds of women of over 80 mahila 

mandals performed ‗nati‘ for over one 

hour, which remained the centre of 

attraction for tourists and locals alike. 

 Kullu‘s ‗nati‘ is world famous and the 

traditional attire worn at the time of the 

dance form was very attractive.  

 The Winter Carnival had immense 

significance in view of tourism, trade 

and preservation of traditional beliefs 
and culture. 

 The carnival provided a platform to 

various artistes of different states to 

showcase their talent. 

 Various artistes gave cultural 

performances at Manu Rangshala, an 

open air auditorium. The audience lauded 

the old songs presented by the singers. 

The artistes from Lahaul also amused the 

spectators with their traditional 

presentations. 

 

Start Date: January 25, 2021 

End Date: March 31, 2021 

Main attractions: Traditional (winter) festivals, 

Local culture, Local cuisines, Lahaul tribal 

dresses, Winter sports, Folk Dance, Folk Music, 

and many more 

Venue: All villages of Lahaul with centre at 

Keylong and Udaipur 

First Event: 2021 

Purpose: To boost winter tourism and cultural 

tourism besides preserving and revival of long-

forgotten local traditions. 

Organizers: DC Lahaul Spiti, Local MLA, 

SDMs, all government officials and local 

stakeholders with support from all the residents. 

Funding: With a mutual contribution by residents 

under guidance of local administration. 

Achievement: Won SKOCH Silver Award in 

governance category on March 20, 2021. 

LAHAUL SNOW FESTIVAL WINS SKOCH 

AWARD 

It has won SKOCH Silver award in the 

governance category. 
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4. RICH CUISINES OF HIMACHAL 

PRADESH 

Himachal Pradesh is more than meets the eye. 

Beyond its serene beauty and lush green 

mountains, the state has rich culture and cuisines.  

 Dham is the festive meal of the state and 

its dishes are based on the region. The 

popular ones are Kangra, Mandi and 

Chamba Dham.  

 King of Champavati (modern day 

Chamba), Jaistambh, was so impressed 

by the Kashmiri culture and cuisine that 

he ordered his cooks to prepare a similar 

feast back home. It was only cooked by 

Brahmins (botis) and considered sacred. 

With time, it gained popularity during 

weddings and special occasions where 

the whole community got-together and 

people sat down on the ground to enjoy 

the elaborate meal. 

 There are several common dishes that 

each dham includes, such as khatta and 

madra.Chamba dham includes Rajma 

ka Madra, Chana Madra, Matar-Paneer 

Madra.  

 All madras are curd-based. Khatta, 

another delicacy of dham, is prepared 

with mango powder. Kale Chane ka 

Khatta and Kaddu Khatta are popular in 

Chambiyali Dham.  

 The lower region of Himachal has mango 

harvesting so one can see its inclusion in 

a lot of side dishes. Tudkiya Bhath, a 

type of Pulao, is very famous. The key 

ingredients of this preparation include 

masoor dal and vegetables. 

 Kangri Dham has a selection of various 

delicacies (like a curated meal). These 

comprise of dishes like Madra (a curry 

made of kidney beans or safed chana), 

Sepu Wadi (steamed dumpling of mixed 

lentils) prepared in spinach gravy, 

Khatta Petha (a sweet and savory 

pumpkin dish popular throughout the 

state), Patrodu (popular dish made of 

Colocasia leaves), Khatta Chholiya 

(made with the addition of activated 

charcoal. 

 Mandiyali Dham as it is called locally, 

also consists of several delicacies. 

Boondi Ka Meetha is the most loved 

dish from Mandiyali Dham. They are 

deep-fried chickpea flour pearls dipped in 

sugar syrup. To enhance its taste, 

coconut, black pepper and fennel seeds 

are added. Fresh ingredients, herbs and 

spices are used in Himachali cuisine 

which makes it healthy and flavorful too. 

 While the lower part has its own variety, 

the consumption of non-vegetarian 

dishes is more in the upper region of 

Himachal Pradesh. In the heavy snowfall 

areas, meat is dried and preserved. Khatta 

Meat which looks dark in colour is the 

specialty of upper regions. It‘s prepared 

with dried mangoes.  

 Chha Gosht is a rich meat curry from the 

state made with marinated lamb, gram 

flour, yogurt and spices like cardamom, 

coriander, bay leaf and ginger.  

 Kullu Trout, another delicacy of the 

Kullu region is a much-loved across the 

state. Trout fish is marinated with subtle 

spices to bring out the natural flavours 

and then shallow fried in mustard oil. 

Sukha Maas is also popular. 

 In Himachali cuisine, most of the dishes 

are slow-cooked imparting a unique 

flavour and aroma. The cuisine is 

predominantly homely yet rich. When it 

comes to dessert, jaggery is a commonly 

used ingredient.  

 Siddu, steamed fermented balls, is both 

salty and sweet. Prepared with wheat 

flour and filled with jaggery and coconut 

for sweet taste, they are tasty and healthy.  

 Patande is another dish made with rice 

flour eaten with ghee and jaggery.  
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 Malpua in Himachal is bigger in size. 

They are dipped in sugar syrup and 

served hot. 

 Siddu, Himachali dish most popular in 

areas such as Mandi, Kullu, Manali, 

Rohru and Shimla. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

CATCHWORDS: 

 Cuisines of Himachal State 

 Khatta and Madra 

 Sepu Wadi 

 Khatta Petha 

 Boondi ka Meetha 

 Siddu 

 Patande 

 Malpua 
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E  MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 

 

I.   AWARDS AND 

APPOINTMENT 

1.  OCARD SAMMAN FOR DR. 

KARAM SINGH 

 Himachal Kala Sanskriti Bhasha 

Akademi Secretary Dr. Karam Singh was 

honored with the OCARD Samman.  

 He has been honoured for his 

commendable contribution in the field of 

writing, editing, live broadcast of Sahitya 

Kala Samvad on digital media by the 

Ojas Center for Art and Readership 

Development Sansthan, Delhi.  

2. JAMNALAL BAJAJ AWARD 

 Dr Lal Singh, Director, Himalayan 

Research Group, a local NGO, has been 

awarded the non-government prestigious 

Jamnalal Bajaj award for Application of 

Science and Technology for Rural 

Development – 2021. 

 Dr Lal Singh hails from Danghiiyara 

village of the Mandi district. 

 He is the first-ever scientist from 

Himachal to get this award.  

 The NGO, Himalayan Research Group 

was formed in 1997 by Dr Lal Singh with 

an aim to benefit the farming community 

in the mountains. 

 Himalayan Research Group has 

successfully executed more than 40 

projects in the last 24 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. POSTAL STAMPS WITH 

SKETCHES OF FREEDOM 

FIGHTERS  

 Postal stamps with sketches of freedom 

fighters Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and 

former Prime Minister Lal Bahadur 

Shastri have been drawn by the 

miniature writer Ram Kumar Joshi 
from Una  district using the word ‘Ram’ 

in Hindi language.  

 The stamp also displays the brief life 

history and works of the two leaders. 
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4. THE PRESTIGIOUS HONOR 

'PRESIDENT COLORS' 

AWARD FOR HIMACHAL 

PRADESH POLICE 

 It is a matter of joy that the Himachal 

Pradesh Police was awarded the 

prestigious honor 'President Colors' by 

President of India. 

 Himachal Police is providing 

commendable and excellent services to 

strengthen the law and order. 

 The Governor honoured the State Police 

with the Presidents Colour Award which 

was received by the Director General of 

Police, Sanjay Kundu.  

 It was the 8th State Police of India 

which has got this distinction.  

 'President Colour' is a special 

achievement and this proves the state 

police ranks high in the service of 

humanity along with performance, 

professionalism, integrity, protection of 

human rights and other parameters.  

 This feat has also been given to the State 

Police for the contribution of its 

personnel, who have worked tirelessly 

over the years to make it reliable, 

professional, honest and people friendly. 

It would definitely motivate the Police 

personnel and they would work more 

readily in public service.  

 The President's Color’was not only an 

award but also a responsibility, which the 

Himachal Pradesh Police has to fulfill 

with more integrity, efficiency and 

discipline.  

 Every Jawan of the State Police should 

take a pledge to maintain security and 

peace in Devbhumi, Himachal Pradesh.   
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5. AWARDS FOR 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

PROJECTS 

 The Indian Concrete Institute, Shimla has 

selected SJVN corporate building at 

Shimla for the “Best Built 

Infrastructure Project” award which 

was presented on 5th December. The 

award was received by Nand Lal Sharma, 

CMD of the company.  

 The 412 MW Rampur Hydro Power 

Station of SJVN has been selected for the 

“Best serviceable infrastructure 

projects” award.  

 The lifetime achievement award was 

honored to D.K. Sharma, Chairman, 

Himachal Pradesh Electricity Regulatory 

Commission.  

 The awards are bestowed to honor the 

outstanding projects that aim for 

sustainable development and the people 

behind the projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF 

JUSTICE OF HIMACHAL 

PRADESH HIGH COURT 

 JUSTICE MOHAMMAD Rafiq was 

sworn in as the new Chief Justice of 

Himachal Pradesh High Court in Shimla. 

He was administered the oath of office by 

Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar 

in a ceremony held at Raj Bhawan.  

 Justice Mohammad Rafiq was born on 

May 25, 1960, at Sujangarh in Churu 

district of Rajasthan. He completed his 

B.Com in 1980, LL.B in 1984 and 

M.Com in 1986 from University of 

Rajasthan.  

 He later joined the Bar and practised as 

advocate after enrolment with the Bar 

Council of Rajasthan on 8th July, 1984.  

 He practised exclusively in Rajasthan 

High Court in Jaipur in almost all 

branches of law especially conducted 

constitutional matters, service matters, 

land acquisition cases, land revenue 

cases, preventive detention cases, 

customs and excise matters, railway 
claims cases, tax matters, company 

matters and criminal matters before the 

High Court. 

 He worked as assistant government 

advocate for the State of Rajasthan from 

July 15, 1986, to December 21, 1987, and 

deputy government advocate from 

December 22, 1987, to June 29, 1990.  

 He appeared before the High Court as 

panel advocate for various departments of 

the state government for five years i.e. 

from 1993 to 1998.  

 He also represented the Union of India as 

standing counsel from 1992 to 2001 

before the High Court.  

 He also represented the Indian Railways, 

Rajasthan State Pollution Control Board, 

Rajasthan Board of Muslim Wakfs, 

Jaipur Development Authority, Rajasthan 

Housing Board and Jaipur Municipal 

Corporation before the Rajasthan High 

Court. 

 He was appointed as additional advocate 

general for the State of Rajasthan on 
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January 7, 1999, and worked as such till 

his elevation to the Bench.  

 He was appointed as Judge of the 

Rajasthan High Court on May 15, 2006.  

 He also worked as Acting Chief Justice 

of Rajasthan High Court twice; from 

April 7, 2019, to May 4, 2019, and from 

September 23, 2019, to October 5, 2019.  

 He was also the executive chairman of 

the Rajasthan State Legal Services 

Authority and the Administrative Judge 

of the Rajasthan High Court prior to 

elevation as the Chief Justice.  

 He was the Chief Justice of the High 

Court of Meghalaya from November 13, 

2019, to April 26, 2020.  

 Justice Mohammad Rafiq was 

administered the oath of office of the 

Chief Justice of Orissa High Court on 

April 27, 2020, on being transferred from 

the Meghalaya High Court.  

 He was administered the oath of office of 

the Chief Justice of the High Court of 

Madhya Pradesh on January 3, 2021, 

on being transferred from the Orissa High 

Court. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


